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. HMS THRUSTER and M8 ORONIRS in smnll landlng eraft for the invasion of the contin-
mt of BEurops on a beash 1n the Gull of SALERNQ north of AGROFOLY, ITALY~-tha firgt
American troope to ocarry the Fipght to tho homeground ol the Axlis. As sach boat
wive formad Lt moved off intn the night to a rondavoum merea io oircls and resirole
until all tha maven wore formad. Tha sky on the left flank in the viginity of
SALERMD wag rent with the fIaphos of lombs and pinfire. pFires of an wknown souroes
could be seen burning on tie mainland as the boat waves drew closer % shors.

o

At 0330 aspault vaves of lhe 1st and 3rd Dattnlions of the liist Mfantry
lnnded on FLUR and YFLLOW designnted besachas two and one~half miles north eof

| AGROFOLI-~besches dominated in front and on the right by high hills from twm to

. four miles from the shoreline. Tha lst Patialion was landed approximately 500

! yards aouth of thelir designntod BLUE beadi. The irst two bornt waves procesded

i inland towards the battalion ebjective, bub as the third wave landed German .

machine guna, riflemen, tania and nrtillery begmn firing from well prapared and .

- satrongly defended ponitlons. FHElements of the lat PBattallon worked their way to the
vipinity of the railroad bridpe over the SALGFRONE River with the bulk of the bat- .
tallon batween that point and its landing area south of BLUE beach. Here 1t was 1
ot of #f from the regiment by Gaimnn cowmbér-attack which struck the ripht of the
3rd Battalion. The remainder of the lst Dattallon vas lmmediately pinned to the
ground. The beach hnd boeen minsd and vnn sonstantly awept by enemy fire. HLUB
baach wam abandoned by Ianding eraft and the ruhnequant waves of the 1st Battallon
began landing on YELLOW beach.

The 3rd Battalion Ianded on YRLLOW boach masting machine gun, rifls and other
gmmll Ams, tank and artillery fire on the beach vhich wmaa direoted at all bont
waves. The angrult wiven prooosded inland approximetely 0O yards where the infan-
try began to sngage the enamy.

the 2nd batitalion landed on YELLOW benach at 0530 and pmoaﬂdsd &long the
laft flank of the 3rd Pattalion, meebting the name type of flre I'rum ihe spemy an
the 1st and 5rd Battaliona.

e

Landing oraft of the fifth and rubgeguont wnves were shelled by tanks from
the plain and a tatbery of 80ts on Hi1l 76. A number of landing oraft ware hit
bubt the Havy crewnsn displayed graat courage and headed thair toats lnto the

tblintering fire dirsoted straight at them. gavera)lof the boats were hit some dia-
tanos from the shores and the parsomnel in the craft abandoned their egquipmsnt and
awam for shors as the oraft sank imder them. Tha loat carrying m detachment of
Company "D led by lat Lt. Clauds D, Roeeos of NrdMiwod, Toxss, was sunk near
nhors. The men were pioked up by n boat returning to its ship from the beach.
Upon raaching the ship, Lt Roaros and his men vmre hastily re-squipped with sub-
machine guns and left the ship on ihe firet landing oraft to land on YELLOW
beach. gevaral landing oraft hlt on the bsach or near shore burned or drifted
helpleasly as the orews wore slithsr killed or wounded.

ordimating the attneok of the Pnd and Ird pattalions. (olone uutﬂeﬁﬂfﬁﬁbpgﬁw
boach area, placing Lt., Qolonel Andrew F. Prios of Fort torthy Yexalp
and went formard to rontaot Lt. Colonel Fdward D. MoOall, conbe
the 3rd pattalion. Upon resching the forrard slemenba of the
parent that heavier fire than that ponaansad by tho infantry wo




‘sounds of the shipas’ winches moving landing oraft o poaition
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gn 5 geptember 19)3, tha l1st Rogimenlal Combat Team composad of the
1)lat Infantry Regiment, 131st Fleld Artillery Battalion, Company "A", 111th
Pnginear Battallon, Company "A%, 111th Madical pattalion and the lat Flatoon,
36th Recomaizsance Troop left QRAN, ALGERIA, in convey to commonas the operation
"pvalanche®-~the invasion of Italy on the Qulf of SALEENO. The convey proossded
along the North African comstline to BIZERTA, TUNISIA, and around the sxtreme
waatern tip of SICILY, hoading for Lthe GW T of SALERMO.

The days the convoy ws enronte wors oalm and sumy--the nights ocogl and
cleare Tha voyage was & wsloone respile from Uie days of vigprous training and
the many hours of destailed plaming for the oparation. Although the soldierns
wars to face motunl combat for Lhe firgt time, thers wam no ovidencs of fear
among them-~they gambled, sang, anjoyed the navy food and espoaclally appreointed
the showsr faoilitias and atabllired 1ife of the Wavy. The extrems hsat, cold
and dirt of AFRICA was forgotten. The Atmeaphors mas more that of a pleasaure
oruiss until thie mapas and deimiled cperaiions of the invasion ware lsausd ip all
officers and non-cormmissioned of flcers. Then, small groups were observad cluster-
od together all over the ships, planning each mloute detnil of what sach man
would do upon landing. The officers chaoked and rechecked mps, photographs and
orders.

Tha conwy wag jolned by a PBritish convoy, carrying thw BAritish 10th gorps,
on B geptember at 1800. ghips could be observed aa far an the sya could ses-—-
the deetroysrs belng mere plinpoints in Lhs dietancs ms they guardsd the ships from
attaok by submarines. The monvey was not of the gigantlo proportions of the
Sleoilian invasion. It was a conoanbtrated, powerful force depending upon lts punch
to establlsh a boachhead for the troope that wore to follow. The convey was attack-
ead by enamy aliroraft on the far left flank after dark on 8 September. Ths Havy
sprang to its battle atatlons as the troops filed below decks to olsar the woather
daoks for agtlon. 7The ntbtacked flank of the convoy threw heavy conoentrations of
antl-airoraft ahslls into the night sky-—the tracera forming a wall of red Tire.
Al though the nesws of the surrondar of Italy had been recelvad a few hours sarlier
and had oaused great Jubllatlon among the troops, the finding of the ships by enemy
planes sliminated the elemont of murprises upon shich the lmvasion foros depended a .
groat deal. :

At 2300 8 gaptember 'he enll to Ooneml Quartsrs was lssved. Irmediately the
or lowering into
\sipeds of variouas
unloading,

the mater, the placing of ammmition, weapons, radioas a
military materlsl used by & combat foroe in their does
and troops collecting thelr packs and mapons, hummej
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to ropol the enmmy. (nlonal “prnar ingtruciod gup 8in Fraderick A. PBooth of

gair Renlln, Tozasm, Conmunding ot ticar of gnrnon conpany, W return Yo the beach
and loanta tha naval gun obenrvaer, misign Aliskalr Semple, in order to redio a
massage fer naval pun support. thile gearch lng for Eneign Semple on the beach,
gaptain Booth wma hili by shell {ire and sorinusly wounded. Celonel ‘Rrner then
raturniad bs the beach area and was abla Lo locata Ensign Somple. Ensipgn Semplo
tried agnin and agrin to geontact the naval guntoats but they were toe far out at

gon to estallish radlo contaot.

4

1

Tha enemy sowmlar-attack at approxinma tely 0730, accompanied by elight tanks
on the right flank, vas foudit of £ by the infantry assigted by the fire of one
li0mm anbi-aireraft gan. The lending of swnll eraft en boih RLUE and YELLOW
barches was atopped by e Navy for several hours dus to constant shelling by
the snemy. The twelve gme of 1hn 131st Field Artillery pattal ion were not
ashore as yet. The Dukwa (two nud one-hnlf ton amphibious trucks) carryling the
artillery put tack out to sen dio bo the shelling except for two 15m Howltzers
brought in by gaplain fose Ayera of Lubbecl, Texas, vhich gave the comlat tesm
s first srtillery support. Ensipn Sewple, after meny diffioulbiss, finally
contagtad the naval gunbonts and tho [irst naval gun fire was recelvad at Q915.
Iaval gun fire aund artillery begin to taia affect on enomy positions and the 2nd
and 3rd pattallone wmre able to move ininnd to & point just nlong the bank of
the railmade The combat team artillery, excepi for the tw guns wnder Caplain
Ayers, landsd on RED besch to the neorth and began to move into position.

Patrols wore senb out to contact the 1st Pattalien from whom no corommica~
tion hnd been received, but the patrela wore unpable to pet throuph due to enamy
machine pun and artillery fire aweeping the dunes and beaches. Enemy anipars
wars vory activa.

Att attack by eifht tnuks on 1he 2nd and 3rd Battalion positlons vas repsll-
ad Lty the infantry with nnti-tank lmnchers mnd rocket guns and by mval gun
fire. Two 4anls wera lmooked out and the remainder retreated to positions in
the hills to ths enst and south,

The Reglmental comlat tenm commnd posl wos moved 500 yards directly in-
land from YELLOY bench nt 1200. Commumications had been established with the
ond and 3rd paltslions but the lst Fattallicn was atill out ol contmpt and ita
exnct posilion was not kmwn. Tha boachos And dunss were contlnual iy swep% by art-
{1lery fire of the Germmna and lho leuding of eguijyment and persomel pruoesded
agnin on YELLOW beach under extremely hazardous conditions. The command poet was
brackeled by fire from BB's tut no direct hits wore made. Fatrols from the 2nd
and 3rd pattallons continusd tw inch themselvea along taking out sniper and
machine gun opyosition. Tho srtillery and naval gun fire began to silence enemy
fire from Bill 70 and Hill (CLINA S, FARCO.

The terraln just in the rear of the beach on which the lst Patialion land-
od undar cormand of LE. Crlonel Carlos C. Suith of Conzales, Texas, vas abeolule~
1y rint, cub by shallow Irrigaiien ditcina tordared bty serub bushes and trees
with s fow leolated patchas of serub prowth scattered through the arem. The arem
ws dominated on the lwmadinte right nnd front by hille only one i cone and ons-
half milss amay. The flot ares wns defended on the Leach proper by machine gun
positions in depth; on the hills to the right by a battery of four guns; the flat
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Arodproper gung in depth and bwa 7hmm o meriars. The four guns and Uso mortars
wars caplwad, The battalion s wnt by henvy wachine gun fire from both ground
poattions and from tanks nnd wag sentbared and plmad to the ground. The men
aoupht covar in the shollow Irrigntien Jtohes vhereupen the Gormans placed their
eaching pune te [ire directly dowm 'he dlbches causing numsrous caswlties. The
only other cover aiforded vas the senttered scrub growth vhich the enamy cone

gtantly swept with [ire.

on the beach throe 7'mm solf-prepollaed cannons of the regimental Canmon
Company came in on the 3yd loat wmve of the 1st pattalion. ¢ne of the landing
eraft carrylng one crimon wis Lurned back by the tavy but the olher btwo carnona
wara landed undsr the direchion of lat L. {lair F. Carpenter of gmaha, Mebraglka,
eorminding the 1st plaloon of Ehn ¢munon Companys (ne cannon vehicle under thae
dirsction of Sergesnt Guy £. Spencer of gedar Payow, Texas, hlt a mine before it
could clear the beach, knooking it out nnd vowuling Sergeant Sponcer, Corporal
Alfred ¢. Relsenwitr of Tortland, Pennsylvamia, Technician V Jasper 0. Heynolds
of smithfleld, Texas und Privaio Pi11 toules, Jr. of Amiagle, West Virginia.
L. garpenter's ceuron vohlole evesdsd the mines and pullsd up into & defils on
the dunas. The dofile was swopk by machine gun fire from both flanks and the
g sight was hilt and put out of commizssion. Lb. garpenter ran aoross the beach
undar enamy fire and obtained the gm sipht from the sennon hit by the mine. The
sight being imdamagad, Lt. Carpentor brouphl it back %o his vehisle. Corporsl
Rdgar L. Blackburn of garinnd, Tozas, mndenvorad to place the gun sight in posi-
tion but was hlt by mechine gun fire and instantly kilied. Lt%. Carpenter then
trisd lo adjust the sipht and wis gevorsly wunded by the some machine gun.

Moanwhile, the flat torrain ocoupisd by the lst Battalion, being ideal for
tank operations, was overrun by five iark iV ianks. The tanks ranover the posi-
tion gozupled by dompeny "g" mder the sommand of ¢apiain Henry E. Lohman of
san Antonlo, Toxas. ¢aplain Lobman kopt his men In irrigation ditches as the
tAnkes rollod over them on throe saparate oconsions. As the tanks passed the
ditches they would open fire with machine guns directly on the men. & Compeny "gR
dotachment led by lst L&. Bugone #. D1l of Fortapgoville, Missourl, was caught by
tire tanka In an open Tleld. Tha tanks fired thoir machine guns on the men Klling
and munding gavaral of them. Lt pall wis run over by a tank bub recoverad anpugh
o wlk back bty the battalion aid sintion vhore he diad, A Company "B" platoon
lad by 3talf Sargeent Jmmes A. Wilkaker of Son Antonio, Texas, was also eaught by
the tanks. Sergeant Wiitaker owpblaed n elip of ammunition from hias submchine
gm int the driving apaerturs of the tank. The tank lurched as thoush the drivor
had bssn hit and ancther wan wns taking his placo. Machine gun fire from the
tank eaught Sorgeant thliaker noross the legn. As he lay wounded on the ground,
Sorgeant Thitaker placed amtinor olip of &mmunition in his submachine gun and
again opened fire. The tank Hion bturned and moved o ff in ancther direction
vhich undovbtedly saved many man of Sargonnt thibakeris platoone.

Tiie 1ot Dattallon companing sndeavorsd to reorganize bub tha slightest
moveent of grass or brush or the snapping of n twig immediately broupght enamy
Firs W boar on them. Threo railvay guna onptured by Qempany "RY during the
nisht and propared for demnlltion by the 1st platoon of Company "A", 111th
tngineer Bitalion, were destroyed whan it bacame apparent that they could mot
ba defended proparly. The Germans wuld apen fire with rifles apparently shoot-
ing at no partleulnr target. thon our troops would open fire at these acattarsd
riflen, the enemy wuld obsarve cur positions and lay mortar end sachlne gun

i them. Thi i ud el Japtad b 1 tha- nn
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2nd Lt. Stanley Schuyler of Proeklyn, New fork, hnd not been pimned down ‘gy the
garmAns. Lt. Sohuylar's platoen oparsated vory affectively and reduoed soveral

garman mashine gn posltions. The platcon would obzarve tha machine gun flre,

craep in oclose and fire a grenade wlth axcellent resultss

The terrain over which the Znd pattwlion commanded by Major Horman A.
wbeter of San Antonlo, Texns, and the 3rd Pattalion commnded by Lt. Colonel
Edward D. Mcgall of Sen Antonlo, Texas, oparated connisted of & marrow beach and
& low sand dune 1ins with very gontls roiling wountry beyond. Thls area was cov-
sred by & mmbar of irrigation ditches and ons falrly large canal, patches of
sarub growth and many rook fencea four feet high that separated {arms and home-
standss The fences were of advaninpgs to both the Amarloans and Germans but
oaussd the advance to bs slow dis to sach house end fence heving o be taken
neparataly.

pus %o the strong enamy firs tho 3rd Pabtalion companies werae umnble to

reorganize aftar landing. The mAjor portion ol Company "L" comsanded by
gaptain Fdgar Ford of Huek, Toxms, pressed mell forward but the remainder of
Company "L? and fompAnias "I" and "K* wars imable to refomm and fought thelr
wy inland mostly in groups of two or thres. The battalion had mo contaoct with
gompanies "L™ and "I" and only n smnil portlon of Company g,  company "E" mas
tadly disorgnniesd dus to tha loss of the company commander, Captain Lemert O.
Gosch of Flatonim, Texans, wio ms injurad in jumping over a rock wall. gaptain
Harsel R. Adams of gSun Antonio, Toxas, Opsrntlons officer of the 3rd Pattallon,
upon soning Compeny "EK" dimorgnnired, took commnnd of the soattered troops and
reformad tham. Captain Adamg lad a chargs by the infantry against enemy tanks
and avessssfully broke wp the atisok nlthaugh his men had to press formard under
mortar, mashine gum and smll ame fire. Captain Adams was wounded in the leg
during the attack and was placed on the slde of a canal after roosiving medieal
attention. He dirsoted his troops o leave him and continue the stfack. The
anemy tanks had reformsd and apgnin pressed formard. In thia atteok gaptain
Adams mas again sxposed tv enmmy [lre and waa killed. P

Ald men of the Medlonl Dotnohment porformed thelr datlss veliantly wader !
heavy fire from the G4rmans. Private Thome J. Dunbar of rhilsadelphis, Pennayl-
vania, Private Vilo LagGatbtutn of Bronx, New York, Frivete Joameph J. Yathl of
Akron, Ohio, Privats milliam Liseokl of tew Rochells, New York, Privats Joaseph
P. Maher of Hewburgh, How Tork, and Technlolan V- Joe A. Salter of Houainn, Texas,
complately disregarded their om aafety to bring wouded men uid while exposed
to basmy firs.and observation.

gergeant Lealis A. ™ILL and Sorgeant Harvey Sedllers of puelder, Texanm,
and Private Firat glass Xenneth MoFenzis of Fhiladelphia, Pemnaylwanis, all o
mambars of Company ", diaplayed groat coursga when their small detachment -
wns ouk o ff from the main body of tholr company. The datachment was trapped A
on.thres aidas by anemy fire., gergoant mMIff and Sergeant Hellors exposed them=
salves to the anemy flre in getbing thelr men dug in. Private MoKenzle pave aid
tw the injured and assisted in bolsturing the morales of the man basidas ocarrying
w mounded man tmok to safety. Corporal Arthur W. Hunter of -Gontales, Texas, &
manbsr of Qompany X', was killed vhoo hb undertook to flank a machine gun nest
that was harrassing his company. g§taff gorgeant Raymond H. ghrig and Staff
Sargeant gecil B. Hunter of Gonrales, Texns, loth membars of Company "E¥, lod a
flanking move by their platoons on enemy machine gun positionss After cauwaling -

v -
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the formana to withdraw te mow positlons, Jarpgonnt ghrig and Sergennt Hunter
built up & dafensive line along lhio gidn of & cAnnl. thile directing the placae-
mont of hls men, Sergaant Firlg vaa expozed to enemy fire and was killed,

The machine aquad of Company "M" of which private First glass Flward L. Rookey
of gamegp, New York, amd Frivalo Lavern founsolimn of Saginaw, Michigan, wore
mambars, wis stbacked by four nrch IV tnnks. Upon smeing the 'naks coming to-
wards thelr position Private Ronkey and Private Cowmselman obtained an anti-
tank rocket launchor from a wimded mna nnd arawled within thirty yardas of the
tankss Their firing of tha roclaet launcher was gp 8{footive that combined with
the afforte of the other mombars of the mncltirw/ﬁgﬁid. the tanks were forsed o
wl thdraws gorgeant Theodore J. Mitchell of Lullng, Texas, & member of fompary
1% way knooksd wnsenolous by tha concusslon of an exploding 88mm shell vhich
111nd Ywo mombors of his agund. gForgaonb Mitchell was quickly svacuated to the
bench snd then to a ship. Upon rognining conolousness, Sergearnt Mitchell beggad
tha shipts dootor io let him retvrn. then the doolor refused, he asked pormis-
alon to mea the ship?s captain whio reconsiderad his case and sent him sshore on
tha first hoat. 1at Lt. John R. gain of Ywna, Ariropa, Ixeoutive 0fficer of
Company "K®, took comwAnd of a scablorsd group of soldliers and sucoesafully led
them in an assault uvpon enomy machine gun pesitione which stvod in the way of
his mbttalionts advances

gapialn Ford of Company "M established communica tion with the 3rd Bat-
talion by radlo and dirooted marinr flre sp effectively thal a tank attack was
broken and forced baok ssvaral hondred ynrds. 1lgt Lt. willlam . Prom of
Raasx Jumotlion, Vermont, Formrd Qbaervar of the 131 8% Field Artillery Battalion,
attached to the 3rd Batdallon bhian eropl forwsrd to an obssrvailon point and di-
vooted naval gun five on tha Immadinte front of the batbtalion disabling several
tanks and eauslng the othars Lo withdrag

The 2nd Batinlion, lending fifty minutes lnte, passed through rear elemen ts
of the 3rd pattalion dug in cn tho beach and proossded along the left flank of
the 3rd pattalion tuwmrds its objlective. gompany "E", commanded by Capiain
John L. ¢hapin of Bl Faso, Texnn, wia able to reorganize at 0615 approximately
300 yards from the besch, and drove formrd wotil an atbask by five Geman
tanks foroed the men to tnka osver. By firing rifles, machine puns, hand gren-
ades end rifle gronadesa the nk atbtaok wna ropolled and the tenka withdrew to
a distance of H500~600 yarda from the boach. (ompany "§", commanded by Captalin
charlee H. Hemner of LaFeria, Toxas, lost ons platoen of hls company when. the
landing oraft ths platoon ws In fell from the ship while being lowsrsd into
the whtar.,  with his depleted force Captain Hamner reorganirsd his company by
U700 and wont forward on the axbtrome left flank of the regiment until his men
sought cover from an Attack by eight tanka running mnoross the front of both
tompanies "E" and "F". The tanks kept maneuvering across the front line harras-
#lng the troopa and inflicting mmerous cagwmltlos with machine gun fire until
they weore forosd to rabtreat sololy through e affarts of infaniry wospons.
Detachments of Company "Q", commandnd by gapiain Charles M. Bemacham of Ssn
Antonie, Texas, wrked noll formmrd and asgisted in repelling the innk attack.

torporal Benito 0. fominguaz of Snn Antonlo, Texas, kiooked out an ensmy
half-traok with a rifie grenada,” Private First Qlass Juan R. Padilla of Del Rio,
Toxan, affsctively vved hls rockel gun apninat tho tanks nid as the tanks with-
drew he followsd them continulng to fire his weapon. Qorpersl Manuel G. Gontales
of Uvalde, Texns, in olosing in on n tank yosition, waa abasrved by Tha snemy ang
B m ;g%tkﬁﬁagﬁitha lags. As ho 'lni'&gsl lega by mvehona of the tanks ran over

* )l Hame | {;-(_.Muk:" Private First ¢lase Tirno F. Carillo of Rook Springs, Toxas,
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tried to remove Corporal Goneales from the path of the tank,and narrowly sscaped
being run over. Private First class galomon 3antos, Jrs of Premont, Texas, and
Private First Class Abner E. ChArtngeo of El Faro, Toxas, ag gumer and assigtant
gunner of a 1ightt machine gh pqiind; placed their machinag gun on top of a rook
mll whila under fire from snemy machine gime snd fired upon the German tanks
manacing the front line rosition. Their firs wia effective In foroing the tanks
tp withdraw. FPrivala Harold H. Beaver of Ringhown, Pennsylvania, scored & hit
with his anti-tank grenade by allpping in closely to an enemy tank. Private
First glase Jusn Pruitt of Pearsall, Toxas, placed his Browning automatio rifls
on top of & stone wl) and maintained a heavy voluma.of fire apainet the enemy
until his pesition was locaied by & Germen gumer who opened firs and killed him.
Private Faymond ¢. Gublerrer of Sonora, Texas, was wounded while firing hla Browning
auntomatio rifle at the enemy. Tw bullets plerced Private Gufierrez! helmet in
such n place ae Mot to Injure him, but n third bullet cavght him in the arm.
Private guttisrrez, although wunded, moved forward, loeated an ensmy machine gun
dind knifed the German gumser tp death. 1t Sergeant gabriel L. Favarstie of
Fl Pamo, Texas, having been gilven the missicti of reachling the battallon objsctive
and datemmlning the onemy strength if the enemy was encountersd, wag woundsd in
the hand vhen a Gorman machine gun knocked the signal pmjector from his hand
that ho was attempting to aigml with. PpPrivate Flret glass Alfred p. Ruit of
El Pase, Texas; A msmbor of Sesrgeint Navarottets patrol, cloesd in on a tank and
exchinged Tire with a member of the tank ecrew vho was firing with a machine pla-
tol from the turret. Private Rulz nppronchad so nlofe to the tank that he was
eaught in the camouflage of brush used by lhe Gormang and pulled for about ten
yards before balng able to bronk lomas Sinfl Serpgeant parique Qchotorens,
Sargoant ¢arlos Irrobell, Sergeant Jasus M. Luclo, gorgeant Rafael Q. Torres,
gergeant Maroelino Valdnz and Technielan V tenuel I. Madrid, all of El Paso,
Taxag, axposad Lhemselves to enemy fire on mumercus oocasions while leading
" thair men and exhibited great courage fo holster tha momle of the men facing
the tank attmoks. 1lst Lt. Jamee M. Humphries of Jacksenville, Florida, worked
tirslessly and exposed himaelf fo dirsct firs from the enemy on numerpus coca=-
slons. L+t. Humphriee and a3l of the above named enlisted men are maembers of
Company "E" which playad a vital part in protecting the beachhead against re-
peatad snomy attacks which possessed much greater fire power then that of the
infantry. The aggressive sotion of svery membsr of Company "E" waa lnstrumental
. in keeping the enemy tanks fiom driving down to the beach ltmel f.

st Lt. Parkhurat g, flough of Fredericktown, Misesuri, and 2nd Lt. Ralph
. Jde Modorrow of Minnespolis, Minneacta, btoth officers of Gompany "F", displayaed
groat courage 1n fighting off the altnck of the sight tanks on the 2nd Mattalion
front. They exporad themselves nimost contimuwusly to snemy fire for forty-Iive
minutes until Iinfantry fire foroed the tanks to wilhdraw. Frivate Herman R.
Rermhrok of Elmhurst, New Jersey, a member of the Medical Detechment attached to
Company "F", mdvanced through sn open fisld covered by enemy fire to give aild to
an Amsrican soldler and & (smnn soldier who 18y helpless from their wounds.
2nd Lt. Richard M. Manion of Nlngara Falle, New York, gtaff Berpgsant Andrew P.
gmythe of El Paso, Taxas, Sergeant Goorges C. Potwin of Queena Village, New York,
and Sargeant Jaock M. Towmsend of El Pasg, Texms, all membars of Company "H", ad-
vancsd their machine g seotion aoross Lhe beach in the faoe of intense snamy
firs to a posltion shend of the front line rifls eompanies. Thelr machine guny
opened up agalnst the tanks and aided in forolng their withdrawal as well as
knocking out tmr enemy machine gun nests. corperal Leandsr Holloway of Brooklyn,
New York, led his Company "H" machins gun aquad along & stons wall under heavy
machine gun firs to & position wiere the sguad could use ite weapon against a
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german half-traeck firing from a chatlered position beside s houss. (orporal
Hollomy's aquad no nffectively plncod their fire on the half track that 1t waa
forced to withdraw annbl ing our trogps to ndvoneo seversl hundred yards. Private
Firat glass Rdwird 0. Horalman, Jr. of Alg boel, Iowe and Private Jullan g.
pitiard of Salem, Virginin, msmbore of the 2nd Battallion Headyunrters Company,
1aid and maintained a wire line to Compnny PF" {rom lhe battalion command post--
a distance of over one mile. SJoveral timos Yrivate Horstman and Private Dillard,
wiiles harmasad by enemy machline gun, snipor and artillery fire, exposed thHem-
selves i{o repair the line ond hetp commumications esstablished.

1sb Lt Foy M. Bnas of 5n Anlonle, Texna, commander of the Regimental
Headguwarters Company Intelliganos nnd Recommalssance Platoon, orpganired scatbter-
ad troops of several compnnies 1muedintely aftor landing and defended the right
flank of the regimendt thronphout the entire day and night. The Intell lgence and
Reconns issanoce Platoon forwerded velunbis information to Colonel (farner during

. this parlod which ensnbled artillery and g fire from the navy to keep the enemy

retreating.

At 1900 an attack plen was fomviaiad o move the Znd and 3rd Baitallons
tw initinl objectives on hills to e oast and soulh of the beaches undsr cover
of darknesa. Enamy positlons In the fcwns of CAPACCIO and OGLIASTRO and tha
roads lerding vp to and boyond them ware heavily shelled by our artillery and
naval gun firs. The benoh wmp atbacked by enomy bombers but heavy anti-
niroraft fire made their missions exiremely hazardous. The German pianes {lew
in at high spsed, dropped thelr bombe haphazardly trusting to make a luaky hit
on the mumareus eraflt unloading supplies and psrsomel, veer sharply to the sast
from the beach and make a run lhrough the flak to the mowntains. Friendly
fighter plane coverage, howsver, kapt e sakiss roletively clear of enomy planes,
during the day. .

£ at 0001 10 Septomber tha 2nd and 3rd Dalinlions bagan their move %o poai-
tlone to the hills south and snst of the beachas. The 3rd Batbtalion moved to
/H111 COLINA S, MARCO northenst of AGROFULI, bypassing the 1st Battellon which
ms still held dowm by sirongly entrenched machine guna end mortars. A amall
1mnmtu!: of enemy snipsr aotivity failed o slow ihe movemsnt and tha battalion
vlosed in on its position bofore daylight. Thb Emi Ba%halion, moving east of
Highway 16, also bypassed the 1ak Patisllon positidna. Enemy sobivity could be
.obasrved but the march was complotnd withoub drawing enemy fire. Patrols pra-
sending the batialions notnd siga of A hnaty retrbat by ths snemy--abandoned,
birned and wracked vehicles &ud gquantitiea of supplies.

Battalion when Cepinin Selssr R. Harmanson of Wharton, Texas, cormanding
Company "B", radioed that he had approximately 380 men of the 1t Battslion

#ho wars proceeding to mop up enemy opposition atill remaining in thalr sactor.
A delachment of Company ™," led by Sta{l Sorgeant Claude W. Sharry of Flatonls,
Texam, and a platoon of Company “B" surroundsd & houwse in the lst Battalion area
from vhlch sniper and machine gun firs wns eoming. QOrders were oallad in both
Garman and Blisgh, as severnl Polish prisoners had boen captured, ts surrsnder.
Saventean Go mmans surrendered end wore sent to the prisonsr of war enclosure on
the bsach.

3 ‘
. X/ At 0750 golonel Wemmear rocalvad hls firet iyadip contaot with the lat’
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Ramants of the disergnizod lat Pattalion began to drift into the 2nd
and 3rd pattalions! nnd Regimentnl Hewdguarter's positions. At 1200 the regi-
g mentnl command post wag moved from the bonch Aren to a position at the tage of
) the hills one and ona-hall miles northonat of AGROPOLI. puring the movement of
| fhs oymmand post, Colons] Winer sontagted Lb. Coelonel Smith and Mjor Minor L.
willimma of Robstown, Toxanr, Exooullive gfficer of the lat pattalicn, and orderw
ad them tg remssombla tholr tebttalion as the reglmental reserve north of the
o 3rd patiallon pomition. Falrols mere sont into AGROIOLI and OGLIASTRO and
: Tound the toma clear of the snemy. The Itallans olearly indicated thelr ree
1isf at the srrival of our tmops. Itnlinn soldiers still remaining in thia
arsa wars voluble with thalr tnformailon alont the Germans. The pepulance of
AGROFOLI ws eapooinlly wrovnght up over (oman atrooltles comuil tted before they
ratrentsd and were vary cager to ampist wn. Company "I, commanded by Oaptain
geoll B, Eulanks of gnn Antonio, Texns, moved into Agropoll at the request of
the psople to MaJor General frod L. twlkor, Commnding General of the 36th Infane

try Divislom.

The apparant withdraw) of the onemy was a welcome respliie from the hamer-
ing blows the Germans had infllctad the previpus day. gince thers was mo ovi-
dance that the enemy wouvkd nol counter-attack from the south or west and aas the
combat tenm defended the entire right fiank of the invaslon fores, every pre-
vrution was taken Lo propnras shrong defensive positlons and meintain sotive and
alert patrols. Although the mon hnd sulfored the severest physlcal and mental
atrain-and wars practically oxhausted, thoy did not rest until they had dug in
and astablished & securs dafance. '

.

gn 11 goplember folonol pruer instructsd Major Webster to move the 2nd
ptitalion to new positions south and onst of the towns of OGLIASTRO and
FINDGCHITO. Pabtrols mare rent from the Regimontnl Haadguerters Company Intelli-
gonce and Reconnaissnnoe Flatoon to CICERALE and TORCHIAPA. Lb. Dass satablishe
ad An obeervation poat on Mt. CICERALE which sfforded & superior view of the
gountry o the soulh and sset. In conjunction with the Regimental Intelligence
offiosr, faptnin Poawell K. Doughty of Wilpole, Messechusetts, this poat afford-
sd axasilent information fnr Colonel Trner on enemy movemenita or suspiclous op-~
eratlons in tha large aren observed. The terrain in this area mas covered by
high hills rising into precipitious mountnins. The tortuwous, narrow road, orat-
sred in many plages by our naval and artillery shelling and strewn with the
wreokape of Garman destroymd and abandorad tanks end veloles, corkscrewsd liself
out of sight to the south. Mine fislde wors laid and two bridges blown at viial
pointa on Highway 18 by Company "A" of the 111th Engineer pattalion and the lst
Platoor of the 35th Reconnaissance Troeps 57mm anti-tank gune of the Anti-Tank
gompany oommanded by Caplinin George €. Gulhirie of San Antonio, Texas, were plaoced
In atrateglo positions commnnding approaches from the south and east that might
ba used by the Garmans for tank operations. Tha Carmon Company wnder the new
command of 1st L5. Reberk T. Honry, Jr. of Fort jprth, Texas, was split into
platnons to support the throe batbtallons.

At 1600 golonel 'mraar, having racelved ordars from Ceneral ol ker, Instruct-
ad Lt. Colonel Smith to move the lat pattalion to positions in the vielnity of
the tome of GIUNGAND and TRENTIVARA. The battalion mads a march uphlll over a §
route vehicles could not Eravel in order to ocoupy thess positions. Vehloles, of |}
necenaity, travelad morth on Highway 18, oulting back east on the rond leading to °
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CAPACCID and winding up Yo TREUUIHARA. The torrain in thls area consiated of
gentle rolling hills rising in n atasp slopo Lo GIUHGAND. AG this point shesr
cliffs rising bto heights of 30U foek Jubbad stywrd cauvsing the foot troops to
wake long detorrs le potltions they uould olimb. The btown of TREHITUARA wag on
the creat of & high hill that atfforded a commanding view to the east, south and
wagt but wns ovarshadownd on the north by Mt. SOTTANE. The battalion reached
its asalgnod posdtions at 2h5 12 gnplombor and atbempted to dig in defensive
pasttiona. The ground wng elmost aolid rvock and only a vary gmall percentage of
the men wire able o dig poritionsy the romnindsr toking cover and concealmont
in rock crovies and bohind parapata bnllt from the rocka.

The 3rd attalion, except for maving Company "L" to adjust the line with
the Pnd Battalion and removing Company "IT from AGHOFOLI for reglmantal raserve,
remained in ite position.

gaptain glauda P. Torgnn of Fort Brth, Texas, Regimental Supply nff'icer,
mrked trelessly on tha banch wilh mombsrg of the Service Company to maintain
food, wter and smmmitlon supplien, colloot raglmental property strewn for save
oral milas along ths landing bonchos and oztablish a dump for ‘resupply of the
regiment. The benchos were {royumnlly bolng tombed and sirafed by GermAan planes
. desplte their losmaes from anti-alreraft fire. The position of the Service
. gompany mwon on the beach waas very hazardous.

R

on 12 geplenber Colonel Wornar and §,t. Colenel Smith inspscted the 1at
é PBatbalion arsa and re-adjusted company pesiticns. Anti-tenk gume were placed
: At andvantagacus positions commanding the ronds o the enst and spproaches from
: the pouth. A plateon of Cowpany "a%, 111th Engineer Babttalion, prepared demolitions
at four bridges along Lhe parrow rond leading to the east so that the bridgns
pauld bs Ylown abt the firat slgn of an eneny nttagk. The bridges were blown
later in the day as n dafanplive mensure. Talrols were sent o MONTEFORTE,
M5, VESOLR and CAPACCIO, bubt ro onemy acstiviity was observed. fThe 2nd and 3rd
Patballons mainitaingd active patrols in their seotors withoub special event.

At 1015 13 Soptamber, Colonel mmrmor wna ordared by Gemeral il ker to move
the reglment, lesa the lst Babtalion which wan to remain in its pressnt sector
and Companies "F" and "K" chilch douvld remin in the locations ocoupled by the
Znd and 3rd pattalions imder command of Lt. Colonsl Price. At 1350 colonel
wrnsr contasted Colonel liarold P. gibason, chisf of gtaff of VI gorps, who ad-
vissed that the reglmenk, less iha units remaining in positions ordered by Gensrsl
MLKER, wuld be attached in the 5th Diviaion. The regiment wes tv vooupy a
ssotor acuthweat of BATTIPAYLIA and sinp a pnp between the American VI Corps and
the Britlsh 10th Corpe on the left flank of ‘he l5th pivieion. gaptain Isadors M.
Scott of Jenlkintown, Perneylwania, Regimeninl Adjutant was instructed to con=
tuot LE. Colonel Mofinll and Major Tebater and have them mest Colonsl Worner st a
rsndavout point in ths soobor o be ocecuplad, entruck the trpops in their presant
arean and bring them to a dntrueking point hohind the area to be ocoupled,.
Colonel prner, accompanind by A British Iiaison offlcer, wont forward to reocon-
noiter positigns after haing ndvined by toneral mlker that the 133rd Flsid
Artilllery Battalion, lees one Unbtary, wuid be attsched tn the regiment. It
e deolded o oocupy positions selacind and surveyed by the 25rd British Armored
Ragimant who had fouwght ovar that area and smuld be the ynit on our immediate
left flank. A clirevitous rovls for ihe movmont of motor vehicles was ecatnb] ish-
sd by the pritish for our troops enlaving the srea. The troops began detrucking
Just at dusk. L. Colonel Mecrll snd Fajor Wpbster had met Colonsl -mroer and
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comploted the reconnalssance of thelr posttions and the troops began filtering

into the ssleotsd looations under cover of darknsas. The 3rd Battalion cccupled

the front lins with the 2nd fattalion in resorve in depth. While the troops

wore oloalng in they wore tombed by enomy planes and ghellad by srtillory fire.

The rogimentnl command poet being established by M jor John L. Wlllmann of

' gan Antonlo, Toxas, Regimanlal Plana and gperations gfficer, wasa bombad with num-~
arous anti-persomal bombs followad by an anomy artillary oonssniration that fell
directly upon the command poat. AL 2200 ordors wore reoaived from VI Corps re-
woving the 2nd Pattalion frem ropimental mntrel .And returning it to the 36th

‘ pivision vontrol. The 2nd Pattnlion moved by truck Lo an area south of the JELE

River and shst of Highmy 18 in the hills to relinforce the 1i3rd Infantry Repgi~

mant which was withdrawing from an atbaok on Hill 12 above ALTAVILLA. The bat-

tallon clozed in on ite position at 0530 1)y Snphamber, replacing the 2nd Battalion

of the 1lj3rd Infantry Regimsnt whloh was putled out of the 1ines & reorganize.

At 2100 13 Septomber Lt. Colonel Smith received ordars from General Wil ker
to aesembla the lat tmbtnlion snd march to A point one and one-helif miles north-
eaat of CAFACCIo snd assumo dafensive positions. Foeltlons wore dug wms well as
pould be in the rooky ground. The artillery had to blast holes nmith dymamite %o
prepare thelr positions. The battalion encountered no enemy activity in this
neotor.

] Companies "F" and "K" move remsund frem Lhe QULIASTRO and AGROTOLI aress
to reinforoe positlons throabeund by the Garmn thrust from ALTAVILLA. Lte
Colonel Prica was placed in command of R bnttallon of the 53lst shore Englneser
. Regiment to defend the mouthern seotor vaocnted by the regiment.

AL dawn on 1 Saplembar, Regimantel Hondpiarters and the 3rd Battalien were
falrly woll sstablishad in their positions. Company "I" was on the right and
Company "L", then undsr command of lat Lt. James E. Epperson of Rook Bprings,
Texas, was on tha left. with Conpany "K' detnched from the battalion, the one
and ona-half mile line wan thinly held. Tha machine guns and mortars of Company
; RN sommanded by CRpinin Mlliam H. Kaupert of San Antonlo, Texas, were placed
! to cover the tmo rifle companlss. It was noosssary to take psrsomel of tha 3rd
: Batial lon Headquarters Compsny, commandsd by Captein Admiral M. MoDonald of
gan Antonis, Texam, to build up & reserve position. The snemy placed soattered rifle
and machime gun fire on our right flank vhlch failed fto displece any of our troops.
gompany "B", 75lat Tank pattellion, Company "A", 60lat Tank pestroysr Pattallon,
and Company "7, BLth chemionl Battalion wers attached for- ragimenial control.

The addition of theae units was most wolcome aa they added a great deal of fire
powsr to our force. The elght Lj.2 mortars of Company "A", 8lith ghemical Battalion,
wors placed in positiona to the ronr of tha rifle companiea. The tanks and tank
deatroysrs wesre placed in the few conoesled positions availabla.

The area ocoupisd was sxtremoly orowded with British troope and vehicles
behind us and on our left flank. owly landed units pouring in from the baaches
4 added to the congestion . The seotor ecoupied waa the narrowest portion of the
bamohhead, being only ons and one-half miles from the shoreline to the regimanial
coemand post. fad the Germana roalired the small foros that was oppoaing them,
they sould have attaokad with s strong foros and split the bridgehead and the tw
Corpa of the Fifth kmy. Bofore the Germana cculd obialn any knowledge of our
positiones, tw obssrvation posbs wore established that afforsd a falr viaw of the
A tarrain to pur front. Thess obssrvation posts reported enemy movements so ao~
1 surf tely and so qulokly thut owr ar billery and nawml gun Iire praventad the
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termans from masing & loren of sufllelopk strangth to attaok our mector in
foroa. Through the firs diraction conter of 1he 133rd ¥isld Artillery Battalion,
an axesllent liaifon was affocted with the Prltish artillery on our lelt and with
the Navy guns through Ensipn gmplefs radip. A Aritish artillery observetion
plane oparntad with this grovp very affectively. The massed fire power of the
gims was of cuch & superlor nabture thab enplurod Gormans stated the shelling wis
uttarl y demoralizing to thelr foroces and had ciused many casualtles. The (Germans,
in turn, countered with light artillary that fnll on pur front linos.
Tachniocisn V Whiter W long of Pudn, Texnws, A membar of the Medieal Detachment
attached to Company M ", ma killed by this goman shelling. At mooniims gaptain
a Rubanks of Compamy "I" mont formrd wlth & Dritish offloar to check the company
sootor. Capiain Pubanks and the pritish officor ware placed undsr machlne gm
) firs by tanks and bnofme asparaled. The Britlish officer returned to Company "IV
v and raportad that ha had heen umable bo reconinot captain Bubanks. A complete
4 search was mds of ths arpa whore Captain Bubanks had boesn, bub no trace of him
: was found., It was later 1edrned that hae had boen ocaptursd by ths Qermang.

i Ths terrain in this area wns abaolutely f1nt bubt cut vp by numerous fams. FHadge
H rowsz and trees blooked the vision for mors than 300 yards. In many pimaoes ths

; ground was svwampy with nmmerous bulfslo willows filled with mabtsr. Irrigation

i ditches and oulverts through wich small atrenms flowed cressed and recroassed the
i saoinr. Mosquitoss abomdnd in this atmosrhoro and {rom dusk %o dann made 1ife

o missrable for the men. AL 2200 an order wis racsived from General Middleton,

{ gommnd Gersral of the L5t pivision, Wit our line must be held at all oost--
thera must be m rabroab hy our broops.

; The 2nd Battalion remained in thoir defenasive pesibion to which thay had
moved on the night of 13-1}) September until 180 $rptomber. gontinusl harrassing

artillery firs wa direoted on the tattalion positions by the enemy Irom
ALTAVILLA. gCompany "F" ws attacked by tan enomy tanks which were supported by
artiliery Iird and the brush on the crast of ihe hill above the company was aet
ablacrs. Private Santo Perrl of DpAnbury, Comeobiout, a member of the Modioal
patachwent nitached to Company "F%, althovgh threatenod by the blaze greeping
down towsrds the company poasition and exposed to artillery fire and enemy ianks,
14t the company to rendar firnt ald for twenby minutes to a wounded anginsers
Corporal Larry V. Fanto of How Brimawick, New Jerssy, Commumications forporal of
gompany "F", repeatedly exposed himsolf f artillery lire and snamy tanks to

- 1lay communivcatilon lines and reptir ithem when broken by artillery shelling.

The 18t pattalion racelvsd orders at 12(% on 14 Seplember from Genaral
mlkar to move from 1ts present location %o an aron east of Bighway 10 near the
S2LE piver. dompany "AY, commanded by gnplain llerhert B. Eitt of San Antonlo,
Texng, was orderad to proceed to I, 3. CIHIRCO and drive the ensmy from the northwsat
#lops of VUCCOLO DI CAFFA SAITA, Major Miner L. williams, directing ths company
movemant, wae Injured when soesking cover from onemy artillery shelling the move-
ment of the company. Fabrols wove sont out {yom Companiea "p' and "g" as far an
two and ona~half miles In front of their positions. A Company "8" patrol led by
ond Lt. Martin J. Tully of Chletpge, I11inoig, Lrought back accurate and valualle
informstlon benideas capturling two Germans. Tho prisoners had besn advised by
their officers that the Awmorionns alwnys k1lled prisoners and were in great fear’
of what we would do to them. jhen the pringnoers wore assured that they would mt
ba killed, thay talked freely and apparently answered all quentlons to ihe bvest of
their lknowledge. The compeny positions of tho battallon were contineily harrass- :
ad by enomy artillery fire buk fow cAsunlliss wors sustained. o

- 12 -

SECRFET




el VR,

v -,%

!
QEOfEE e s AT T HASTIHAT AR S

e st L A

TTION S.Soyﬂplsﬂz'

ST

R 123$'l SE
,ccuT IVE CRIER ijﬁ :
DECLAslelﬁg DE; Ey! pamn, DATE. S (S e
BY

| ~  SECRLYT ~

on 15 Septembar, attery "R", 105th Conat Artiller, -Anti-piroraft (Air
warning) Dattalion, wam nitached to Hre 133rd Flold Artillery Pattalion under
regimental control. The half tracks of this wnit wore dispersed in the rear
of tha artillery batberies. Throwghont the day medium bombers escorted by
p~30ts end P~51's bombed the btowns of FATTIPAGLIA and EBOLI and the road netwoerk
uaed by the germans. The ground ronked ns far Drek as the regimontal commnpd
post from this terriflc tombing. Resides the tsrrible offect this bombing must
have had on the Germans, tho mersle of our troops wie raised immeasureubly by
this aeslstance. The Gemmans usad smoke extenalvely to gover thelr withdrawml
of oer tain portions of thair forcem from our front line. The 4.2 mortars of
Company "A", 8lith chemlical Battalien, wore need to fire on Gemman observation
posts. German infantry atbemptod to dig in on owr front line during the night
but was foroed to withdraw by our artillery fire. The snony cowmtered with =
small amount of mortar and artillery fire on our front line. &nall patrols were
sant out by the rifle companias bubt encowntsred German senipers and machine gunes.

The 1lst Pattalion remained in their positlon of 14 Zeptember. The gormans
kept up acourate snd affeotive artillary fire on avery vehicle and troop movement.
Friendly tanis mads & movemont 600 ynrds in fraont of the battalion commend post over
4 fiat unmooded plain. PEneny 08's opennd uvp on the tanks bub failed to score a hit,
After a brief aortis, the tnnks withdrew. This eporation afforded the infantry
quite a show as heretofore they hnd rot ohaerved any tank astivitias. The tat-
tallon wire orow corposad of Sorgennt Robart A. Colller of Fredoricksburg, Texaa,
Techniclan Vv Qloero W. Hay of Plekwick, Toxms, Private Pirst Class Lefoy Rlchter
of Moultrie, Qeorgin, Private First gloan Leonard J. Mobs of Edwardsville,
remsylvanin, Private pirst Qlass Konneiht Gimnge of Pine Fneb, st Virginia,
Private First (lase Russell H. Fitrporald of lLancaster, Pemaylvania, Private
Fred 8. Moy® of &in Antonlo, Texms, and Private Clyde 8. (losah of Toledo, Ohio,
wrked night and duy under extremsly harardour conditions to maintain battalion
commmications. Time mnd time agnin 1L was noveasary tq work under enmuy artil-
lery fire to repalr breaks in the linss.

The 1st Batballon remainaed in thelr position unéll 19 gephamber. The troops
soon paught on to the German thotios and tricks and theare ware few ocasun] ties.

on the morning of 16 Septaerber, the 3rd Pattalion was attmoked by snsmy tanks
and infantry, but the attack wis repuleed by British mechanired units and our omn
artillary. Company %, " lowoked oub s German half-track with small srma fire and
eaptured one prisoner from the vehlels. Amorican bombers were very motive again
on our front. Amsrioan parachutists who had landed behind the Corman lines zifted
bask to our posltions. They ndviamed that our artillery and nmaval gun fire had
oreatad great destruction mnd mny casml tles in the secter mrthwest, west and
acuthwaast of BATTIPAGLIA.

on 17 September, gompany "A™, 120th Englnoor tattelion, less ons platoon,
wms attached t the regiment. This umit was placed in position as the ragimental
rasarve. purlng the morning, n Company "L™ patrel roported enamy activity in their
sootor and our 1.2 mortars opencd fire. Thres Geman half-tracks pwling guns
loft this area and our artiilery immediately laid fire on them. The L5th Enginesrs
replaced the 36th Enginsers on our right flank and the British 13lat Brigsds re-
piaged the 29th Amored Regliment on our left flsnk. A Corman medica]l unit, wear-
ing red shirts, worked most of bthe dny in tha ssclor we had shelled so heavily,
svaovating caswmlties and removing thair dead. A pritisH patrol returning at 1435
reportsd that there were at lenst 200 germn dotd in the arsa we had bassn shel lings
Enemy aobivity wes observed approximately two miles from our front and after dark
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an artillery concentration wns plavedon this arsa resulting in terrific explo-
siona and & large flre. Two other lnrge fires wore giarted in enemy territory
during the night by our artillery [ire.

tommunioations men of the 3rd Pnttallon porfommed their dubties all through
these operatlons under the ront hneardous balbls conditions. They worked night
and day under enemy flre and olservatbion to rmintnin wire lines. Tach serpoant
Jnaok J. Dixzon, Jrs. of §nvn Antonle, Toxag, Sorponnt George W. Priate of oxford,
Alabama, Tachniean Vv gsale Jlamo of Lona, Loulsinpa, Prlvate George A. Jonea of
Soranton, Pennsylvania, and Privats wiibur T. McCluskey of Anderson, Texas, all
membors of the 3rd Datbtallon jleadquartsrs Company, parformed their communication
dutisa A th great courage And af ficlemy. Sergennt ¢arl M. ¥pems, Communicstions
gsergeant of Company "B7Trom GAmaron, Toxns, 18id and maintained wire to his com-
pany during daylight houra under enemy {ire and cbservation. He exposed himself
to snemy fire four timas in one day to ropair the line broken by artillery shells.

The 1iaison, intelligence informnbtion and communications of the British
unites on our lsft flank ws of & most supsrior nmature throughoubt our enbire gtay
in this gector. The man wre grently impressed nlth the Tighting qualities of
the British and thelr comradeshlp wnn most apparent. 6ifts of food and cligarettes
wore frequently exohangad betwean the twe pgroups.

on 18 Seaplember Colensl Worner roecelved A warning order from the Commanding
genersl of the L5th plvision that Regimental Headguarbtors and Headquartérs Com=
pany muld be relisved sometdmn during the night. The 3rd pattalion was to re-
rain under ocontral of tha Li5th plvision with nll the regimental attachad unltas
At 1730 the 3rd Dabttalion bagnn itn wovement forward to positions between
BATTIPAGLIA and ERQLX. The ireopn observed sligns of hurried German svacwtion--
gquantities of mmmumibion, snll arms end albandonoed and destroyed vehicless
Patrols moved owt well in advanoe of Uia baltallon posibiocns. AL OSLS5 on
19 September the 3rd Battallon wns orderasd %o oocoupy new positions again and
thia man accomplished by 0730.

The 2nd Baitellon moved from their position to the hill mass just below
and to the west of ALTAVILLA-

At 0020 on 19 goptomber ordors wore recelrved from the Li5th pivision reliev-
ing Regimental Headgwnriere rnd Neadquartars gompany from their control and re-
verting to the 36th plvision control. The commnnd pest was olosed snd moved under
cover of darkneass to n poaltion neay the SELE Rivaer sast of Highwey 18 vhere it
bivomosd for the night. cColanel Wernsr was ordersd by Ganerm]l yAlker %o re-
aggemble the regiment under regimental control and ocoupy the area erpund
ALTAVILLA. The 2nd Patballdon wne Lo remnin in its position. The 1s% Battalion
made alight adjustments from 1ts locatlon, sending oubpost lines up to the CALORE
River. The 3rd pattalion wnn rolieved {rom 1ts sector at 1420 by a battalion of
the 179th Infantry Regimmt and movod by motor to the assembly ares selsobsd by
the regiment. pefora the 3rd Daltalion moved into its sssembly area, ordere were
roceived from Genersl Wilker to relleve the 50hith Parachule Regiment ocoupying
111 hely atove ALTAVILLA. Tho ALTAVILIA rond was narrow and wund in a corksorsw
fashlon very steeply up to the town of ALTAVILLA vhich mas situwmted on a high
hill’ commanding observaltion tm the smouth and west. HI11 L2l was still higher
above ALTAVILLA and vehloular traffic was limited to jeeps just beyond the limita
of the towns All aupplies, wonpons and mmmunition had to be laboricusly haulad
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vp the atesp hilla by the trocps. Thrae snomy shells fell below the 3rd Pat-
talion area during Hie night dhich wars evidently fired from a grest dlatance.
othorwisa, all ascbtors wore very guiet althowuph patrols were meintained as far
as SERRR throughout the night.

on 20 geptombor, oihar unita still eccupylng positlens in the ragimental
gooior wers withdrawnm. Colenel iproar receivod orders from Goneral mlkar to
alear the ALTAVILIA area of dend and wounded and the battalions bepan mearching
thelr mraas for bodless Meny wora found in the hills above ALTAVILLA--toth
Amariean and Gemnan, All Amarican dotd weroe broupht off of the hills and a
cemotery was oalablishind below ALTAVILLA. S0 many of the Qemman dead wore in
such # bad state of docorponition that burin) spots wers saleoted on the hills.
mny of the German dend tore mo identification. The town of ALTAVILLA ltsself
me a shamblas. Mok one bullding seemod to have sscaped the shelling of both
pmorican and Gamnn foress. Many houses were ullbrly domolished. The mter lins
for the tomn had baen broken by shell fire and the entire populence had to use
the tap from a emall artesimn wll for thelr water supply. Troops entered and

searchad sach bullding In the town, finding dend and wounded elviliane. Aa quickly

as poasible medionl nid wan given tn the wounded and the dead removed. The °
atonch of death waa everyriera. Wen, vowen and children valked the sbresta
and stood in dormye In & dazed mannar. The Germans had taken mll af their
tagls and they were poworlans to excavato the doad from demollshed buildings
virare they had bsen trapyed. ANGOT officlnls myrived in the town and eivillan
police wore appointsd to help control the populance and endsaver o restore
gome order. With the menisitnncs of onur troops, all aveilable menpower was
draftod te assist in removing the doad and cloaring the streets. The removal
of the military dend tnok all day, all night and part of the next day. The
task of clearing ALTAVILIA went on for days.

on 2@ goptombar Gensrnl mllmr ordsred the regiment into a bivouno mrea
below ALTAVILLA near the SELE River to re-orpnnize, replace squipment and
dacurs & much needsd rect.

Through a1l of the operations the mombors of the Regimenial Headquarters
Company commanded by lst Lt. Harold 8. pullnig of gan jntonio, Texaa worked
tirelessly to maintain regimeninl communloations, provide reconnalssance and
intelligenes information, propare command post protection by mambers of the
gand under chisf marrant officer Homer A. Tawpks of San Marcos, Texas, and
carry on the mul tifarious debails of A reglmenial hesdquarters. The commun-
lcations platvon of Hegimentnl Hpadquartera Company under lst Lt. FKelman P. Goro
of High Folnt, North garelina, inid and mainlainsd approximately 250 miles of
telaphone wirs einos the invasion dile and provided radio commmications with
attniions, divisions and aupporting wnits. Maalsr Sergeent Rex L. Passmore
of 8an Antonio, Texaz, Toch Sergeant gletus H. Baird of San Antonlo, Toxas,
Tachnielian ¥ Viviane Heyss of Ssn Anlonlo, Texne, Techniclan V@sorge Maeurar of
lockhart, Texas, Technican ¥V Arthur M. flenry of Port Naches, Texas, Private
First ¢laas Horman Kune of Frodericlsburg, Texas, Private First Qlass Lynn Wells
of @ilmer, Texms, Frivabe Flrst Class Toy J. McCoy of Vermon, Texus, Private
Firasbt glane pillie J. §mn of Cromll, Toxas, Private First Qlass Lester H. Lomn
of ¢linton, ohio, Private First Class J. M. Kaurr of pallas, Texas, Private First
Clags H. 0. Buokner ¢f loscws, Texas, Frivats Willis V. Padon of Liberty, Texas,
Frivato Hemry 0. Irvin of Zthmetk, Texns and Private palter A. Stolte of Bronx,
llaw York, 81l membars of the commmications platoon, worked Hight and day under

shedl fire, enemy snipers and atrafing of onemy planes. the work of thls platocon
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playsd an Important part in the suecessfd aporstions of the regiment.

The enlieted parsomnel of the Raglmoninl staff ssotions composad of Magter
Sargeant Joim D. Kyanr ol L1LE1a Rock, Arkanara, Pnster Sergeant Thurman g. dlark
of Robatown, Texas, Staff Gnrponnt Robert D. Dletarle of Detroit, #ichigan,
Technician IV John F. Proasel of Iwmdes, Illinols, Technleian IV Richard E. ®nders
of Palmcies, Texas, Techiiiclsn v Franl iI. Mochlor of Scranton, Pernsyl vanis,
Tochniclan v Bridgor . flohdny of linrlingen, Texas, and Irivate Yarvin A+ Donnetd
of gan Antondo, Toxps, wininined the oparstirng inkelligonce maps, porfemad
the necessary adninisirative doimils, ond worked caonsalessly for several daeys and
nights withouk rost during certein perleds of the operation when onomy aotivity
demanded conslant vigllence.

The end of tha operation "Avalandn™ foind the ragiment in good condition,
¥orale amongut the men vas high. Thoy wore proud of their achlevemant of baing
the firgt Americnh broops o land cn Hin conblnent of Eurcpg-~the firgt troops to
meat the Gomana bp tha bonchns amt drive then back. Thelr pride was thoreughly

/ Juatified.

Casuslting of the hisu Infantry heplmont for the operation "Avalencha®

wars a8 followss
QFFICERS S ISTED LN TOTAL

KILLED IN ACTION.euvronrea 3 57 L0
o WUNDED IN ACTION-veseenss B 12 150~
. MISSING IN ACTION..vssvssa 1 Lt
7 4w o
i Biomy cagualtles, captured end dosbtroyed materisl are as followay
; EST IEATED
i _ 110 W AN TF IDIAL,
i Prisonsrs 0f WA e ceosarancasarssnsana LU
| T P 200,
H Wmdede s oaiaieinriaisiirasesanssies 3 {captured) Loo |
i Mark IV TAanke: Doobroyodeeceavrsicsnss 18
[ knockad gut duk re-
trisved by the nnomy.eseiesenrcacesay 2
Self-propalled armored {type minown).. 1 {destroyed)
Gormand & Reconnalsennce Vehiclos...... 2 (dostroyed)
2 {eaptured intaat)
3-Ton Vehiclo..ssissseesuncusrancennnas 1 fonptured intact)
Moboroyclemeesvssnssvssnvassossuanasrnss 2 (destroyed)
2 {captured inteat) -
T5mm Anti-Tani Glgeses-scvoanss sesrees 5 {destroyed)
¥ 50 cal Anti-adirorafb juns..seevesionnss 1 (captured intaot)
R Mort8rseeesascsvassscaniecisnisianenss 3 (captured intact)
o FAchinge Yungeccvservrosvenrvnrannarosnes Iy {eaptured intactk)
- T5mm G with ammumlibion....isve.se.90 2 (capbured intaot)
4 105/1) tuns (Ttalian) wlis 1800
rounds of ammmii donersnie.cenianes fj (orptured intact)
E Roilway Guna (ealiber wmlnosm)s.ssvivea 3 {dsatroyed)
B Hachine Gun Armnition....ecescanseias. 5000 rouwnds (vapturad intaot)
- ltand Orenades (ItAliAn)e..iivsees.vsovs 3000 (captursd intact)
4. Carbines (1talden)esseavssseruaciiiseas 200 {coptured intaot)
. Miso amall armo ammmlblon.sesivssserss 5000 rowmds (cap tured Intaot) .
1 Barbed Wire in rollBesecescovessescanss 150 (captured intact)
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SUBJEOTs Transmittal of Regimental RNistory \

T0 t Oomanding General, 36th Infrntry Divielon, AFQ #36, U. 8. Army

1. Inolomed im the regiment=l history of the lilst Infentry Regiment
covering opsratiomm in Itely duriug the month of November 154%.

2. DOpsrntions in thin mountaineus country indlenbs & need for sertein
preaparatory mefsures. There 18 no raed for & large nwbeyr of apscislly trein-
od or organlzed meuntnin Lroopn. Thars 1s, however, w positive meed for puck
traine, properly orghnizsd nnd Lreired for eseh divisions This will epkble. the
pack treins 4o rest when the divipion roaka,.

% There l8 8 poaibivo need v sdditiorm] srgineers who oen create traila
end mountain roeds and nenist in henleenyrying supplies where animal trains cane
not oparate., In the pressnt operatlons combab bLroops have been raquired to do

this work.
RICHARE J. R
Colonesl, l4lat Infantry
OCKHANDIRE
5 Inclet AEETIT
F1 - Regi-ent&l History (ootuple) / \;\Q:-!_U_I;lj
.h

~ Unit Jourml (1 opy
mps (1 wet of 5)
&, Vepafro, Sheet 151 111
b. (Qassino, Bheet 150 II
cs Teano, Bheet 172 IV
ds Qaserte, Shest 172 1I
8. (asal DL Pripsipe, Sheet 172 11X

g Oepunlty List (octuple)
3
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OFERATION3 1IN I1TALY, MOVEMBER, 1943
of
IHINT INFANTRY REGIMENT, RIFIE

Having left tho AITATILIA arca on 15 Ostober 108%, the regiment moved vin
motor truak bo & bhivemza fien Bhrss (3) miles soutbwest of GUIGLIAID vhere the
tralnirg of replacemonta wna conducked wntil 31 Qotober. On 51 Ocbober the
3rd Batialion left tha blvoune nron and moved by motor fruck to the Islond of
HSIPA in the Bay of IMFIES to pnrtielpnio in swphiblous treining preparatory
to making mn mophibicue Imndirg forbhier np the cofat near GAETA. On 1 Fovembor,
the lat mnd 2nd Battelions parblelpnted in the pane type of amphibicus training
ag had the 3rd Batbalion on 1he previous day.

On 2 NHovemhor, bhe Regisnpbel Qenbat Torm, loss the Connon Compony, Anbl-
Tank Gompary, Oo "A7, 11140 ¥adienl Artialion and Qo A", 111th Engineor Bat-
tnlion, left the SUIGLIAND hivewre pron o wore $reanesported to the Imland of
NISIDA whers it was levded on 8 yunber of Mayy LOT's {landirg Qraft - Tonks) ot
the wherves on the inland. Vehlclos, guns and cownmunicatione er;ulprganh had . been
waterproofed the provimus dny and wae alrenrgy lozded aboard the 10T s when the
troops arriyed. The mon vers in good erpiritsa although wapy of them-vieswed the
operstion from @ eearicus Aspoct. Himety-Clve per cent ($5%) of the men had par-
ticipated in the inyemion of ITAIT on the Gulf of SAIERID and kpew full well the
danger of makilg an fmphibloun mtteek egainst prepareli Geman positions.

The loadirg of the I0T's woa completed nt 1430 hours and the brosps stowd
or st qulatly on the oynft swaltirg the honr of departure which had boen mat
for just aftor sundown. Ab 1630 hours, upon opders frow the Regimental Combat
Term Qowmerder, Colopnl Rielned J. Werper, 0.2156665, of S9an Antonis, Toxms, offi-
gora in ongh landing crafh, nfter firet edvialng the men to make ny demonsiration
or outward syldonce of any kind, snntunced to the troops that thers antually
would bs no Iandirg of #py kipd mede. QOareful preparations had been maje by
Fifth Army Intelligence to equip the 14let Infantry Qoubat Team for an omphibious
operation apd conduot amphibicus training within full view of known Qerman en-
pionege fgents. Informetlen as to the pleca of the propoeed lapding had alao
besn aliowed to lesk cut. The entire operation wae designed to drow German
troeope frem tha present front lines Lo the conetal seabor near GAETA, thue weak-
oning their forces in the mountain reglon for an mitack by Allled troops. Fifth
Army Intalligsnce reportad thnt the Gegmena hed alrendy ahifted one (1) panuer
divialon to the constal seeteor to repel the smphibious landing with the result
that the smphibious demenatration wan nlrendy a sucoess, Prior mowledge to ths
faot that thare apctuslly would he no Inrdirg hnd been restristed to the Ragimen-
tal Uommepder, o selected f{ew ataff mrmbers, sach hattalion comender amd the
1318t Fiold Aytillsry Pnttalion oreurpdap. All other persormel prepared for the
demonstration and lewded on bhe lapiirg craft strictly on the basis of mp ametual
operation. .
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The Yroops sboard the 10T's complied with the order of no outward demon-
styation upon being rdyinzd that no Ilnpding would be made, but it wee & 41ff1-
cult order to obny. The raleten from the tennion of meking an apphibious at-
tack wrs manifested on the faces of ths men sed in the low-toned exhilayating
talk that hummed through the bonts.,

Howaver, the entire demonatyation was not completed afier the snnounce-
ment was made, The men were to remein on bosyd the ICT's until wurdown ot
which time they were to fila off quletly and disperws smong the bulldirgs apd
wharyes. Junt after surdewn when vielbility from the mainiand wes soreapad,
troops, vehiclesm and equipment wers yemoved from the landing oreft snd the
10T '« moved out into the hnrhor to mest rmynd) escort veessls, forming & oon-
voy which proveedad north up the ecovst just es thovugh the entire enphiblious
fores wae retunlly golrg to take placs, Newynl warorsfb wers to shell the
batghes shortly hafere dewn nm theogh fulfilling a prearrengsd fire mission

for an sttacking smphibious fores.

At midnight the troopm Infh tho Inlend of NISIDA and filed noross the
plsy oonnacting tha leland to the meinland where they wers loaded into trucks
and returned to the bivowae area near GUIGLIAND.

At 2250 hours, B NMovember, (Colonal Wernsr was ordered by Hajor Gepmral Fred

L. ¥alker, Qowmmnding Qemernl of the 36th Infantry Pivialon, to move the combat
tary by motor truck Lo A new hivoure #yan In the vieinity of FIGMATARO, leaving

the GQUIBLIARD arsa by 1000 heurs 6§ Rovembsr. All units of the combat teen were
informed of the move thmt night and A garch order was prepared amd dispatched
to unit commanders.

At 1000 hours, & Poyemhsr, the first serial of the convoy lsft the bivouma
srea and the aonbat teem moved to PITIFATAROD vim & sirouiticus route laid out by
II Oorps. OHritish convoys eoming south crevted sgremt deal of confusion in

the march serials, splitting the serinle and gonernlly delaying ths movement.
The rosds ware very dunty and a thick Iayer of white dust coversd men, vahiclos

and squipment at ths end of thes movement.

Bhortly aftsr the commend pont wae established on the ocutekirte o PIGRATARO,

OQermynl Walker srrived st the QP with crders from II Oorps to move the combat

team to the vipinity of FIETRAVAIRANO ond closs into & bivouac arem in that re-
glion JA00C houre 7 Noynmber. 3irce bolephops communlcation had not besn esteblishe
ed to the various units sn yes, Jiniwon officers wers sent to each unit to ad.

vise thew of the changs in plans.

On 7 Novmmber, the crmbat teem mojed to & biveung ares four (4) miles south-

west of PIETRAVAIRARD. Traffic problems sgain created enfuslon szong. the march
serinls. One way bridgzes ovyrr sbroeme, culyerba, and rivers hnd boen put up by

construction engipesrs to maet indbtinl tomporsry nesds of front line troovpme
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Although priority had basp given to the Milat Infrntry on the sslagted routs, !

11 Gorps military poliecs hrd & preat desl of difficulty in meinteining the

flow of traffle in order for the combeb Lemm ko olose inbto ifs biyoume area by 3

1400 hours. t
!
t

Prior %o the movemant of the cembnt bLeom, & quartering party had boon asnt
to the PIETRAVAIRANO area to losabtas ths yeriouns buttalion and seprrate company
areag, Owptaln Willism O, Wottlin, O-40429%, of 9an Antonio, Texms, and Oorp-
oral William R. Strong, 3722037897, of Dronklyn, How Tork, membera of Hesdquarters :
Qompany lat Dattmlion, weyre recopnolterirg for a bivousc area for the lot Babta-
1ion when thair jeep ran over & Gem=n Innd mine that had been lafi by the Ger- |
mAns vhen they rotreated. :

An immediate recormaimsancs of the ayss was mede by Uolopel Wernsr, Captein
Romwall Ko Deoughty, 0-280726, Ropimental Intslligence Officer mnd lat Lt. Koy
M. Bamm, O-B10459, of Ban Antonin, Tovte, leedey of the Regimental Headquarters
Company Intelligence % Reagonminmangs Platoon. The sres was found Lo hrve n
considarable quantity of Geimhn mipea placed hophazardly sroupd,. Bridges, cul-
vyorts and roads were blown up And arry epnginoers were working night and day te
provide by-paeses and temportyy reopeire. The entire ares was & quagmire of mud.

Vehleular Lraffioc ologged the roads in svery dirsetion.

CTUEY e af i g E

Junt ap the lat Betkallen usae gloalig iaho ibn Livoues Sree gaven German
plapes broke through the fromt line anti-alreraft defenses and straafod and bombe
ed the main higlway. No shreunltles wore suffered by the let Batielion from this
aney 8ir sobtlons

On 11 Hovemher &n urgent request wam ragselived Tron Lhe 94th Evacustion
Heapital located near bhe Regimental CemmAmi Poat for donors of typs "O% blood.
Over sight hundred {800} men veluntanred as donors but due to the length of iime
regquired for taking the blood, only ten t> twenty por cemd (10-20%) of the don-
ors were usnd, Oolomrl Ime R. Price, Oemmnnding Offiser of the Hhith Eymguation
Hospital, wrote the followirng guoted latier to the Rogimental Jommander: 2IL
gives me great plamsure o commnd your entiye uni% for iim splendid coopsration
in balplng this hospital maintain & blood brnk which hoa sayed wepy lives and
will hasten the recovery of mryy Allied noldiers wounded In sction. & gread
mnher of your organizabtion have reudered Lhelr services as blood donors at thina
hospital.?

On 15 Rovember, orders Wore racaived {rom Gereral Walker to move the conbal
team, less the 151st Fisld Artillery ond Qowmpary "AT, 11lth Enzinesrs, to &n
arem in the vilcinity of MIGIMID to relisve the 15th Infantry Regiment of the
3rd Infatry Divisiom. The relief of %he 15%h Infanbry Regiment wes to be ef-
Pacted om the night of 16-17 November.
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16 Hovewber dawnid cold, grey end yainy. The mon took down thelr pup-tents
and rolled thelr packs in ths mud nnd rain, making a vain effort to keep their
optiment clemn and dry under the wook ndyvorne ciroumatapmes. The Regimental
Ocomand Post was clogsed et the PIETRAVAIRANO sren npd moved &9 the HIGNAKD ayen
whars it opened ot 1600 hours. The new covopond poat was situsted on the second
fleor of an Italinn faymhouss ~ a buildirg in vwilch the I43rd Infantry Regiment
maiptaipsd bthalir comsand poet on tha firnt Floor epnd 4n which the 15th Infankry
Aegirent woe still functioving oo the socord floor. The valley, which the come
mand post overlookad, wae limited In ponridble oites for hesdquarbers coumnnd
poeks imomish £3 ik wne oxtrensly yulmrebls to German artillery £ire frow eng
to end And Afforded the anemy excallant ohesrvation from the M. CAMINO hill mass
which domimted the valley on tha zatth.

The battnlien and soprinto compery trooje left the PIETRAVAIRNG eree juet
ak duelk nnd moved by mobor trink Lo A polnt Approximately five wlles from the
front lines. The 2nl nnd 3rd Bathallons wont into bivouse positione in the
roir as regimantnal resasrve and the lat dnthnllon warched from the detrucking
point to a positlon on the southennt slope of M. LUMEO to relleve the 2nd Bnite-
lion of the 15th Intaitry Regimens, shoub two and one half (2%) milee northesst
of the town af HIGHANO.

It had rained almont ircemsantly all dey nd it contimied to roin tlxeugh-
oul, the night se the men of the Int Battelion ulogged up the road to M. LUMIO
in md over thelr nkles, nlipprive Al nlSding into pools of watar. Upon leny-
irg the yoad the tronpn nayrwhlal ovee the web and alippery rochs up Lhe nlojeo
o M. LUNIO. The @sronn Inyod barnnelrg ortdllory fire on He LU0 during the
tims the relief vas beairg nffected. Ms the ahwlle dropped eround them, the men
would fall to the gromd end ceck whriaver cover wam availbls, becoming coverad
with mud from head to feoob Ard soaking wet.

While the lat Battalion wae climbirg the slopes of M. LUNGO, the 2nd Batta-
lion wag relisving btha 5rd Battalien of the 15th Infentry Rogiment and the 3rd
Battalion was rellsvitg tlo ol Botialion of the 15th Infatyry Regiment in the
regimental resarys frsn pevoral miles nwmth of thie regivental cowmand post. The
15th Infmtry Regiment wam relisyed at QO30 heours on 17 November.

The ares having hesn offioially tokon over by the 141ist Infentry, Lt. Oolo-
nel . Trimble Brown, 08666, of leesburg, Virginla, Comwending Officer of the
ist Battalinn, oomplabted plana for patrols and requested ths regimontal commepnder
to furnish earrying prrties to brivg inn sufficlent supply of food ond ormuni-
tiom tn noteblish & dump for the battelion 1n the avent it wes attncked and sup-
plios could mot be brought in ench day. Arrapgementa were mide For the 2md and
3rd Dattulions to furnish fifty (50) man ench 9 carry suppliaa on the night of

17418 Hovember md 18-19 November.
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The carrying partilne asoembled nt tho fnrthest point which the supply
trucke conld enfely chrry thoe mijipliem, From thab pelnt the men began tha brok-
brenking task of hapd-ecorrylog mmaunibion, fowd cnd water up the rocky slopes
of H. WIMiO, Slipping nnd sliding over muddy and rocky torpein, wiading at timmg
through pools of wakar knas deop, groping in the dark and rain for fooblrg aver
the unfamilinr greurd and gneping for brenth fron the sxhertion of elimbing, the
rpen wonk on with their erducus tnok., Thoe enewy laid concontrationaof artillery
shells in tha pnth of the carrylrg prrbiss and the men were forced 4o droy their
suppliss and mesk whatover cover bthey could fimd in rock crennliss and shell holes.
Privats Firat (laes Eugeps 0. Porter, 20005800, of Port Isabel, Toxas, & wmowher
of Headquarbern Qoupnuy 3yd Bnginalien, apd Private First Olnas Arthur W. Welse
38050832, of Welrmsr, Texss, A memhor of Uempnny "E¥, were killed by thia arbtili-
ary fire. Friyats Frank 8. Raln, 72222300, >f Flushing, Long Isiard, New York,
was meriously worured apd leter Aled of his wounds in & rear lins hospital as
aresult of this ehemy shalling. FPrivate First Clase Norman F. Sincleir, 36710081,
2f Gorsay, Miseonrl, Priyote Olvrlese B. Anglin, 34572000, of Breford, Goorgien,
Private Hanasl Pubtton, 36736635, of lsrrdin, Illinoin, and Private Esco E. 3havw,
141148370, of Geinenvills, Georgin, nll monbore of leadquarters Comjeny 2nd Babtae
1ion, vere sariously wounded; apd Qorporsl Mamel R. Rivera, 20802340, of E1 Pasn,
Toxaa, and Privats First glous Hoogne M. Re Goieales, 38025610, of Leedo, Texas,
both wembers of Jomenny "EY, wera lightly wounded during the Gemmun srtillery
somentyations.

Deapite tho ahelling, wmin, mud, lrbhoricus hand-carrying and unfamilliar teor-
rain, the 18t Batinlion wno oupplisd with sufficlent food and spounition ou the
tWo nighta to satablish en adegqunte aup 1y dump.

CUn 18 Novembey, Brigrdier Gepepol ¥W. 1. Wilbur, Assletant Diviaion Cospamder
of tha 36th Infantry Divlalon, ordered OUnlousl Wernay to relieve ths 2rd Batta-
lion of the Wi3rd Infantyy Regimenk on H. ROTOIDO with the 2nd Datinlion of tha
ilet Infantry lovirg thelr present area at 1730 hours, 19 Hovember; alao the
3rd Battmlion would reliave the lat Bnttelion sa M. LUNGO, leaving thelr prenent
aooitian at 1730 hours, on 20 Hovember. ALl Beattelion goumanders were informed
of the changs and plans were formulated for adequate guldes and ortillery sup-
port.

A%t 1902 houra 18 Hovember, Lb. Colonel Brown advised Oolonsl Werner thet
the isbk Dattnlion was baing ettacked by a sonll Gemman foree, that the attemckeras
waro hoing met with mortar And amnll Arma fire, and thot ertillery Sapport hed
been called for frem the reglmental Cennon Oompany. At 1945 hours Colunel Brown
advised that the sttack had beson ropolled. The fire from the Canpnon Gompany,
cormandad by Ovpbiln Loverstt 0. Usmilton, O-41046%, of E1 Feao, Texas, had been
vory scourate apd effective ia bhrosking up the attack,

Early on the morntng of 19 Novembar, the Germans Iaid several heavy comen-
trations of artillsry fire on the frgimentrl Qommend Post aren, diarupting tele-
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phone sonwunicationn to the boibolisne, vepirate companlas and divielon hond-
quarters. The wire crevs of Regimantal Hondqpinrtors Ommpany, the battallons and i
asporate conprnlen warkod night and dny ho knap telephone comrunicatisn open. |

i The almost inceseant enemy artlllery fire broke the lipse almost a8 quickly as
j they wore repaired,

5 At mpproximately 0830 houra n 1? Hmmbur, B Company "A" platoon ied Uy
: Znd Lt. Olnrence M, Artymovich, N.-17¢ 1}, of Betrolb, Mishigin, cut off [ive 2

: (5) Germana who avidently bad hesn on a p'\brnl minaion and captured them. In- s

j tarrogation ravonled the prissnore to bte from the §th Company of the I5th Fen-
for Grenad ler Regimont which wap loeoted on M. iUNM30. The prisoners had roceni-

Iy been glven irnabructions on ssourity apd 1t was diffioult to elicit informa-
tion from them.

At 1500 hours Allied pilnpam bombed S, FIETRD for the first Lims since the
regiment had cocuplod poniblons in the front linss. The westher had beon cloudy
the gremt mejority of the time pd m prest deal nf rain had fellen. Tvo German

- planee ntrafod the positlons of tha lat Bnttalion on M. LULGO,

AL 1730 hours the 2md Bettelion commonded by Lt Qolemd Aaron W. Wyeit, Jr.
0-264395 of Osaining, Mow York, left thair repsrva position bivouss arsa to re-
lieve ths 2nd Battolion of the WM3rd Infntry Regiment on M. ROTOIDO. The ro-
lief was sffectad at 0315 hours on 20 Hovembsar,

The lat and 2pd Battaliows Woro now piturted on hills scross from esch
other through which Higlmay No. § weund through the parrow valley sspnrating the
two hille, At the soubthamab &ip of M. LUILO the highvey made & U-chaps contour
bo the wast closely following the bape of M. LUISQ. The Gerwans occupled the
groatar proporbtion of H. LUHIO - the lat Bnttalion ocooupging only the soathemst
tip. BSince bath M. LUNGO apd M. ROTOMDO overlocked the broad valley in which
the Lowns of 5, FIETRO, 8. VITIONR and OA33IND ere located end which hills and
towns were lmportant links in the German winter line, bhoth the lst and 2nd Batta-
lione wers subjscted to almost copatant ertfllery, wortiy, machine gun and swall
tyrns flre - the troops on M. LUMIO receivilg the brunt of tho enamy fire, H.
ROTONDO afforded betteor covor and ecopsealment than M. LUNGO due to it wooded
torraln. M. LUMBO was devold of vegetnbilon in many pleces and the troops hed
groak diffioulty in macuring mdequle cover, The M. CAHIND hill mase to the
west and soutlvest overloched hoth M. LUNIO apd M. ROTONDG erd the regisental
cemmand post Arsk loomted two miles acutheant of MIGNAND. Since the greator
portion of M. CAMINO wam oooupled by the Jermens, they were nfforded excellent
shasrvation of all movemants within the regimental arew. Qonseguently, strich
diseiplipa had to be exercimsad on vehtmlar traffic during the hours of daylight.
Vahicles larger than jesps wors nob pormittod to pass the road Junetion on High-
way No. 6 and the road lending oast to FNESERVAMND during deylight hours. Then,
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only jespa on urgent misslons wnre nlloynd to trayarss the rosd. Thoss unite
that oould receive hot food from Ilbcheus in the field troin bivoumo mear FRESEN.

ZANO wore allowed to bring b up to thelr posltions in jeeps with troilars,

The ohsaryntlon posbt peintelnad %7 the Hegimental Headyarters Company Intel-
ligence & Reconmisnance Plotom on . CESIFA sumd the 2nd Battelion vbeervation
poet on M. ROTOUDO, havipg an oxanllent view %o the north and nortiMest, afford-
ed the rogimentnl sbaff officers with ralnnble information on ensoy movements
on H. LUIGO, M. CAMING, in 8. PIETRO end 4, VITIORE, spemy arbillery ponibions
ohaerved by gun flashea, GermAan flare cotivily ond vehloular traffic on Highwey
No. 6. This informrtion coupled with theat from ths front lina nomprniss kept
the regilmental coumwander fully Hi{prised of smemy metivity in the rejimentz] secw
tor. )

Allied zrtillsry rgnlnat German porikionas s maintdned day and night. Al-
though the Germana mesrsd to sxpert so many roumds of artillexry during the first
fow deys as mur wp arbillery bnshterles, additiornl units of hesvy ond mediuw
artillery brought Into the renr nyena somm brought the balmce of artlllery firu-
pewar in the fayor of cur (orees. Th» ontire {romg wes & conntant rumble anpd
roar. The pround rocked from the fores of exploding shells exnd the nolse rayer-
berated from mountalin o pountein.

The AlnIet eomstapt rain wna A poyera abzoin on the men in the fromt lin-s,
Foroed Yo remnin to their forholes durleg the hours of deylipht, tle holes would

often £i11 up with watar. Slrce movemsnt wee constraiped dus o enemy ohnarya.
tion, the man would hwe to welbk unbil dork Lo bil oub their positions with

thelr sztoal helmeta. Qlothing, blanktets apd oquipment beceme wet end soggy with

md. After saveral dnys in the line the firet cmaes of tronch feet, familing
to Yorld YWar I, appenyad, Troops were urpged sand ordered to remove their shoms

apd wring out their wat socks ne ofton An ponaible and to megeege their Ffect to
atisulnte the flow of hlood.

At 1730 on 20 Novenher, the 3rd Dektalion oomanded by Major Robert E.

Habaffoy, Jr. 0584193, or Brogkonridge, Texna, laft the reglmental resorve
bivourg ares to relieys the lat Bnbinlion on M. LUILO. The relisf wes effecbed
by O345 houre om 21 Hoveaber, apd the lst Batialion went into poaition as reg-
imdntal ressrvs to smocure n fow deya of much pasded rest. Juast prior to leay.
irg their bivoung pres Lo relloye tho lot Battalion, long rengs enpsmy ertillery
shells landed in tho Ozoprry "E® ares wounding thirteon (13} won.

The Medical Ald Stabions of the lat Babttrlim commandad by Captein Joel B.
Curmirghnm, 0-345134, of Onnden New Jersey, the 2pd Battaslion cormanded by Onp-
tain Relph 8, Phelan, 03784153, of Weaurike, Oklnhme, ond the 3rd Bettelion coa-
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manded by lot Lt. Herry Woodalmen, 0-40%157, of Miami Heach, Florlda, worked tire-
lswaly avmcuating the weupisd s dend from tba hdlle, Wounded could pot ba eva-
cuetod dirlng the hours of daylipht dun to the ex)onlng of caspay positions,
Littar bearerd would lenve the haktelion nid statisne Just ot dusk to climbh wup

to unit poaitlons fram which it wne neceoporay to avecuate the wounded. The task
of hand-carrying the wourmded from the hllle wan exhauatlng. Despite every offort
to ense Lhe prin of the wormdnd, lltter banprare would elip ond fell, jolting

their yatientw. The heareys would rrrive 4 the eid stetions dripping with prespir-
ntlon - Lhelr faces whits apd fivAavm with feblzua. Thore was no rest for thenm
during the hours of derknwes as Gormin artillery wes execting ite Loll in dead

ard wourded dey ond night. Bvery efTors woa wode Lo provide the wounded with

hot drinks sid cigarettes na they rrriyed st btho nid stationa. After Mminiater~
irg emergenay medlenl atienktion, the aid atation personnol londed the wounded

into rmbulapcens which moynd Lo the I1lth Medienl Qlenring Otation in ile rear

araa over Higlway No. 6 which wan conotently being subjected to enewy artillery

firo.

At 1220 hours on 21 November, nn rrhlllery eongentyciion fell on the Regi-
montel Hondmqunrbera Gompary #nd Reglmenbnl Medicnl Ald dtation positions. Mejor
Joseph B. Coopwood, 0-260375, of Leckbart, Taxna, the Negimentel Svrgeon, wns
killed; Onptain Seymour Pollen, O-ACCXES, of Bersnton, Pennsylyanin, the Regi-
rmensnl Dantist, and Thohnienl Jerganut Wesloy E. Drlten, 20803863, of Leckhart
Texnp, were vounded, when & shall expleded cutolde of the aid tent in which they
were workinge Friwte John E. Dishl, 33185674, of Quakertown, Fannuy lvanie, &
nuber of Comparg "3 woa killed, nnd Privobo Hengy J. Jouberd, 31501745, of King-
obomn, Hnosachusebtta,.n maember of Oonprny DY, wno po coversly wounded that he

died in a hospitnl the next dry, me m renult of this enomy shelling. Both Pri.
vate Dlehl and Private Joubert wors on spsainl duty with the Regimertal Hendquor-

tars Qompuny smpecial wmilitery police plataon.

Doring tha artillery conesntration, Techuicien grade V Hermap J. Ehlingsr,
30025560, of Devine, Toxas, was on duby 2t the rogimental swifchbaord. The firss
shall landed so glone to the meibzhbotrd that & soldier stamding next to Teshe
niclan Grade ¥V Ehlingsr was wourded. Doring thils congentration apd two pthor
comeentrations thas tollewed, Technliclinn Ehlinger was threwn Lo Lthe ground from
him position at the ewitchbenrd by the conousmion of the exploding aholls. Ebe
lirger remained on duty leeping Lthe reglmental comand past advised of what waa
ooourring and hardling mich Inconling 8pd cutgolng cells ve come through, although
tha majority of the linen hd hoon broken by the shelling.

At W1Z0 hours on 21 November, & small foree of pproximately twenty (20)
Gearmenn attempted to atkeck tha lefl flank bf the 3rd Battalion, heving previnsualy

fired smoke shallw in front of Oowpary "I" to corer thelr mppitdoh. Artillery
fiye was called for from tho Oapnon Oceprry and with the addition of mortar amd
sna}ll arms fire tha attack wes prouptly broken up.
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miring the night of 21-22 Hovambor, the Anti-{nk Compmy Mine Pléoon, led
by lak Lt, Harry R. Coams, O=-1208010, of jhynosburg, Poungylvanig lald amins
fiald justowwt of lilgheny Ho. 6 nod pproximiboly ene-half mile south of M,
ROTONDO, oovering bhe most protable appronch af enrcmy tanks. The mine [leld wis
1ald under Very hazardous condibions with onmy wbtillery shells falliung sround
the platom.

A 3rd patbdlon pabrol snoovmberad mn onewy pillbox on the southenst slops
of ¥, LUHGO and also losnbaed pome (errin morbar and machioe gun positiona. The
patrol wie foroaed to robrewt bafore swparior eneny fire power, but abt cAay-urenk
when artillary iire could be nbrorvad, sholls mere plnoed on the machins pm
and moriar poelbions eifeobively. 'Iha pillborx, howavnr, wis so splhukbed thet
artillery iire could not rench it snd Hie pillbox roamind s oonstant ascurse of
trouble.

Fitby (50) gcolemAn aboves for heabing food and drinks in the front lines
wora issued to tha battdliona by the uiglmontal Guyp y Yiflcer, CAptain g loude
Ps Morgrn, O0=229958, of gort jpreh, Tema. Alge, onondd solifled apirits wore
obta ined for issue to individuoala nwho soulkl not nfford to leave thaelr poeitions
a0 that they, boo, midit have hot foold pnd drinke, the morals of the fighting
men was improved Ammessurefbly upon reoslpt of the helbing feeoilibiss.

The problam of gvacunting Italian clviliang from {ront line arets and from
MIGHANG placed sabrdn on the flghting unlta. the Lkngimentel Heddquatera Com-
pany commander, lat Lt, Harold 8, Imlinig, O-[17990, of gan Anbonlo, Texms, night-
ly svaouated Itmlianm %o tha renr nress (N asvornl coongions Itellans were takan
to the 30th Infantry pivislon Prisonar of =t omelogura for interrogiblion beoauas
of their ausplolous aoctlivibles and nttempbts %o gat through Hhe Ameriean lines to
thse norths

on 2k November, tha Germans asuhjsbod tha front line battalions ad regimen-
tal sommand pogt to unugually henvy arbillery conuentrations. Allied mtillery
sountered with counter~-tnbtory fire. [he northern portion of M, LUNGO md the
town of g, PIRTRD were to hnva boon bthe objeots of air missions bui due to oloudy
weather only & faw planas dropped bomba on 3, PIETRQ.

1% wan notioenble durlng the dny thnt the Garmans had elther rsinforoad thelr
troops in the M, CAMINO ~ M. LUNGO - M, ROTONDO nrei, or they wers becoming o¥e-
lass about covar and cenoondmenbt. Obasrvation posts reported mumerouas inoidents
ol enemy troops moving Rbout and veilloulnr tyaffic on the rosds. Prompt passxs
of this information %o artillery irs diresblon conters brought hewvy consenkbri-
tions of Allied artillery on the omeny.

uring the daylight hours on 25 Novouber, ropetted attempbs ware made to
knook out the germAn pillbox on M, LUNGD whith srtillery fire. IMe to its posi-
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tion, howover, the artillory could pot rooch ib. A riroel pisslon from the 3rd
Battalion was formalated %o zo ouh kit night epd teke the pillbox with small
arms And fifle greondes, Panlntsd hy arkillery comncentrations in Lhe genernl
aren of the p1llbox. Befors the potroal emuld reneh the pillbax, however th

ware ergiged in e fles £ipht with tha deroone rnd were foreed Lo withdpraw. lri-
vate Firat Olmas Frank J. Olnquewsnl, 92220530, of Coromm, New York; Privete
garl D. Mltchell, 350336M6, of Sk. Fnrinm, Chio, Frivate Oble A. Qommer, 34623755,
of Fhiladelphia, Minalsalppi and Private Qworge W, Kelso, 37571368, of Glasgow,
Mismeuri, nll membern of Oowpriy "L' who prrtleipated in the patrel, wore wimeing
efter the aption. Obasrvern opd deylight jetrols attempted to locats the mon

or thair bodles the naxt dey but were unsucceanful.

A German patrol attemptmd to anter tha penitlon of Coupeny "3" ocomanded
by Captain Ohorles M. Beachn, 0-A20093, of San Antonio, Texas, during the nipht.
The snemy petrol threw hawdgrewden tnd flred machdne piatola but it wes qulckly
driven off.

Tha Germana used thair nchelwerforn n groat desl (or "oreamirg-Meenies" zo
the men prefoarred to crlil them baonrusa of tha ssrie mound mede by tha shellp.as
thay foll). The troops on hoth M. LUIEO mpd M. ROTOIDO were subjectod bo numep-
oua concentratlons of ohelle fromg thin roehot-type gu ne The asund of six {G)
nereoning shells fMmlling slmiltanesusly from e nebelworfer produced a chilling
offeat on the noldlar In ths myed whars the ahmlls expleded.

On the night of 26-27 Hovember the lat Baltelion relieved the 5rd Batialion
on M. LWUNGO. During the relfef of the battnllons frogv their various positions,
presrreged ertillory conzenbretionn wore plonned with the }3let Fleld Artillery
Battrlion in the event of An ritrelt hy the Germane while the relief was heling
effocted. A soreening foree Crom the unit helnz rolleval alweys remaipned in
position untll the rollinvirg foros hed completely taken over. The poresnirg
fores, in turn, was then rellovysed. HRslinfe in the line were mde one (1) ple~
toon ab & btime In ofch company positlonn.

2rd Lt. Robert A. Jrughemn, 0-135908, of Manson, Iwn, & pempor of Coartny
*P*; Private Firat Qlaes Anlonio Horono, 38025859, of Falfurriawm, Toxos, D'rivete
Henry H. Bungard, 332776018, of Grecuchurg, Fennsylyanis, Private Reywond L. Huling,
34707314, of Bridgeport, Alnbawma, Frivats John L. Hawkina, 33558275, of Culpeppar,
Virginia, and Frivate Omemy D. Smokbiermin, 37395918, of Birchtres, Himsouri, all
members of Oomoiny 3%, penobratod the Gemmsp reswrve position on petrol on the
night of 26 November.. Apprenchipg n houne behird the German lines the patrol
haapd soldiers coming oub snd the eoupd of volens. Lb. Baughmen lsd tho men up
o parrowr braild with bapks on sach alde. lHenring the sounda of men approaching, the
patrol crept clooe to Sha nide of the bank A{fording the most comosalmant. What
appeared to be three (3} Gerwan cfflcers wearing trencheonts cams into view on
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the top of tho bank. Ik wea dacided b3 bry cud e the Gormoma prisoner. Lt
Beysiman erepk up and his ome of the Gramaon o the fiwad with the butt of hie
piatol. Almonh sirmlis naennly Lt, Dsuphmon wns knoeked oub by ouz of the other
tvo Germmns., The enlinted rew 28 Lhv pakrol opanad up Lfire with nubmuochine gunse
ard either killed or wounded all throa offinera. The aound of the zun fire brought
two other Germtin running from the housn. An thiey hove Into night on ths onpo-
gite slde of tha bank, they %sn vers ol o4 Swme Oy btiab tin L + Janghaon had
rosoverad enough to decide that the patrol must rotreat since sounds of mery volons
end qunning feob could bs heerd from the directlon of the house cccupled by the
Germane. The patrol aplit epnd mAds & hurried exlb. Nelither Frivate Hawkins nor
Privete Smothapmain roturned $5 bhe 2nd Brttnlion commopd posd frem tho pibrol

apd it wan belisysd LbAL Eloy bd baon onptured. From 8 prisoner of war caphursd
reyaynl days later it wna learped thet oo of the Germana wounded by the patrol
wan the Ommanding Offlcer of the 12th Uompany of the 15%h Fenzer Gronadier Rasgi-

monta

At 10 hours on 27 Hovember, ro Ond 3tttalion prtrol ohavrved n number of
Gerpnos dlgging mortar ponitionn vlo 14d four (4} Awerlcan prisenors carrying a
rirth wounded manp with them. Dospite the fect thot Lhs Sormena bad American pri-
oponers, 1t wag nesgsntry bo place artillery firo in the &red Lo displacve the mor-

tars.

Artillsry conbimod ko piny tha dominent fagtor betwesn both Amerlcen and
Gormmn foreea. Yigorous patrolllyg woas risla both dey and night and the patrols
contbantly drew enemy [ire through bholr spgrovwoive etheapta to dotermine tle
sbromgth Bnd peritione of the snomy.

Afbar concentrabtions of 157mm ahells b4d bsen placed in ihe ganmeral vieinity
of ths pllihox on the fronk of the let BAttnllon, & patrol was sent out that orepi
up to within ten fest of the pillbex. They fourd that the Jermans had abandemed
the pillbox and had withdrawn to the noriheest slops of M. LUNEO0. The retrol
sould hear sounde of Gemman volcow and men dipgging positions on the mountain.

On severfl ccesoions Qompary "A*, 111th Enginser Battalion, wea called upon
to blast positions in tho roeck on both M. LUNGO and M. ROTONDO for gun omplace-
ments and shelter for the troops during periods of prolerged enemy shelling.
Algo, rond work had Lo be porformed dua to the constant rain which turned roade
and traile into boge of mid. ihile comploting & turn-arcund for vehiclss for the
2nd Battalion on M. ROTONDO, tho enginsers were forced Lo work urder direct meche-
ine gun flrse.

Allied planes bombed the area north ard nortlwest of M. CAMINO, M. LUNGO and

M. ROTONDO during the dey on 27 Novombsr, whon breake in the clouds afforded thew
obsarvation. Soumdm of bombirg wore heard from the direction of CASSINO after

darks. The weather permitted only limited air activity but when the weather per-

[ §
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mitbed, thelr motivitles improved thse morule of the men in the froat lines who

wars forced to remiin in thoir foxioles day and night under the mercileas Ger-
pAn Artillery shelling.

2nd Lt. palph J. MoMorrew, 0-1511320, of Minnepolis, Minnesota, Zergeant
Eerman Dowell, 3800610, of Houston, Toxan, Frivate First ¢lass Hartin ¥. Dleter,
32633611, of Brookiyn, Wam 'erk, ond Urivnte loon P. Bubanks, 34592261, of
Leakavills, North garnlina, nll momhare of Company "F®, penebrated the gsrman
position on patrol. Upun meatling n annbry titey challenged him in German but the
sontry immedimtely tived on thom, mhioh alse drew [ire from & GermAn cbaervation
post, The patrol retnrned the firs and eibhinr killed or wounded two of the
semy. The patrol Lsgrn ko return te our linge whon they vame to an open field
with three rowa of brush tra {10) fook apart running perpeadicular to higimy
No, 6. A Garman sontry bLolilnd one of the olumps of brush opened fire m the pa-
¢ trol and tha firs was rabwinsds Lt. MceMorrow had been alightly wounded in the
: Tirst onshange of (irs, tripped over A wire sotting off a booby trap. The entire
field seomad to be coverad nith booby trrps np oonsbant explosions casurred aa
the patrol sndeavored to got awiy from the aret, It. MoMorrow wis wounded sgrin
! ad private fubanks wia wounded by the axpleding booby traps. poth L¥. MoMorrow
4 and Private Bubsnks woro Able to return to the 2nd pattalion command post throwgh
i the assistanc s of Sirgeant Dowell and Frivate First Qlass Dlebsr.
}

At 0905 hours 29 Mavembay, (rmnral glkor ordered golonel perner to have
two rifle companies remdy %o furnish ths 1i2d Infantry as oarrying parties for
i the night of 2Y-30 November. Arrangomonts wore mide to send Company "I and (om-
- pAny "E® from the 3rd Onttalion after derk. Ths compRnies moved fully equipped
g with the exaeption of thelr heavy wespona an it wis believed they would be used
i by the 1iiZnd Infuntry for at least btwo niphts and posaibly longer.
g
i

on ths night of 29 Novembar, A lat Drtbtalion patrol again went up to the
pillbox on M, LUNGO in front of their position and found no one thers. Another
patrol disooversd & group of (armana laying mines. One of the mines exploded
3 while the @rmans were plaoing them in position.

4 On the night of 20 Novembor, the lst Mmtialion received an atiack on three

3 aldes from a forve of npproximitaly one huudred {100} germans. The maln affort
of the atiack wag directod on the right nide of the tattallen's position, Tha

. attaok was suoscassfully repallad, maialy by mortear and small arms firo and con-
pletely broken vp by artillory fire. fhe attnok wag balisved to have besn for
reoonnaissancs in foros or to oovar ralnlovoements sntering the line on M, LUNGO.
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mrualtles of the st Infhnbry jiegiment for the month of November, 1703,
wara ap followsy

OFFLiCFRS  EHLISTRD MEN  TOTAL

KILLED IN AGTION ... esncncsres 2 35 L1
/ DIRD OF WOUHDS esvaveseas arsanns Q 7 'I
VOURDED 1H ACTION sovscvcsascsen i i 155
INJURED IN AGTION envecorcesens 0 1 1
i MISSING IN AQTION ssesessssosnn 0 1 7
: 10 397 207

Eemy oasualbies, oapbured end desbroyed mAateriel for the month of Hovember,
- 1943, are as follows,

ESTIMATED
KNGO ADDITIONAL

1 Frigonars of WA mececevevsoan 9
~§ Killad $eosbovsanadmTs b esat sl 18 55
g‘ Wmludad @er et thGedaanbB U D 4]

1 Truckas {tnlmom TYpa)} ssassnsas Y (dostroyed)
A Halfwtraok Yehieln seesssvsern 1 {dastroyad)
Tomm AnGi-Tak (Ma co.aevovee 3 {dnabroyed)
HAChing M8 scevesrsussassara 2 {dosbroysd)
Blmmt MOXEAT avsessescsansarssn 1 (dosbroyed)

HOTR: Ko estimnte is gleou anm to snemy casualtlea cmsed by the combat team
artillary fire, Inforwation from prisoners of war indicsbtes cagualtiss to bs in
groat pumbera from shtlllery fire.

END
Roport of operationa written by,

‘ ik D 1)

ROBERT D, DIETEE!LE, 16062508
Master Sergeant, gervice Co,
WU lst Infatry negimmi.
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SIBIEETt  Tranamittal of [ngimental gistory and (nnelusionz of Qperations

TO + commanding gonsral, 3Ath Infantry plvlaton, APO #36, U. g« Army.

la Inolosed iz the rajimeninl history of the 1lijlat Infantry Regiment
sovering operations in Itsly during, the monti of pacember 19)3.

2. ponclusions banad on oparations during this period are as fbllows,

8. Fupply ln meuntin oporntiona.
(1) supply for troops enpngad in mountain warfare wag ijbund in-
adgguate.,

{2) 7o improve muoh supply it ig nuggeated that supply battalinng
ba ne Hivitsd and bradnod for the nervicing of troops angupged
in wountain £ighting, svoh batbalions to be available for at-
tnghumant o combab froopas ag required.

(n) The abova organization could comprise & Headquarters and
head ynrtars Jatnchwent, four (i) companies of eight (B)
platoons, eech platoon eonsicting of two (2) sguads of
fiftaan (15) man with A sergeant squad leader and a
corporal amgistant spund leadar. Qur experience indi-
ontas that one officer is needed for emch thirty (30)
man fn viphk omrrying,

{b) This wmuit rionid Be trained and aquipped almilariy as
for gpecinl mouninin troopss

(3) The mbove muld nvold the drain on combat organizations and
make mora infantrymen available for actual oombat cperations,

be Training.
I (1) Additlonal trrining with olome support artillery is needsd.
In ths recent oporation iroops did not [bllow suocesaive con~
. centrations ¢lonaly enough,.
(2) 1reops must Pe tralned to Iire at likely locations for enemy
wie ther or nnt they gee rpyona to flre at.
(3) Mors tims m st bo npent ia davaloplng pitysical and mental
stamine inall ronkn,
(1} Disodplinary drills such ag calisthenins, battle crill md
gun drills are of tha groatast value in gaining and keeping
control, In seouring prepsr taotieal performance and develop-
ing affiviancy,
(5) The averagn soldlac dooys not undarstand tha proper use of ocon-

‘ oanlment, lin h“"’iﬁ” By axpaqayaalr neadlagaly by akyline
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Amnrloan troops will raraly "eraml on tholr ballles™ unlsss
ioreod te, inny nendlann angunlties resuléed and many patral
miasiong fatled bonoiine of thig daficlaonoy.

Abarluts cbedionca to ordera miat be donanded and enforcoed by
sommandnra of all oulieiang,

Mcorn and bethar kralning ia nesded in night operatione of all
sorka.

gronbst paplasia wank b placed on bralning of patrols in both
day Aang ni b aperationa.

patter wudepgbanding is rapiired in all echelons of the prin-
giples nf all nyonngd definsoa

gameullogs dlaoipline mist be improved.

fgysiene, sanitakion and polioa,

(y

gonkrol of fonk hygiong migt be oxerclged and followsd through
by someuding ofvisara of all achelons, It 1o bollsved thst
by onforand {ank mnapsage and changing sooks twice a day, couple
nd ailh Bhie nae of vamline Ag a skin lubrleant, trench fesh
easw btdep conld ba Avpidad or raduced ab lsast by fifty per
conk {J00.

guitsbion nnd rvan poline are aeven mora important in combat
than in bivpims,  suibabla latrines must be provided and me-
tionloualy waint iyods  fablidich wust be disposed of so as nob
ty afford infermation % anamy obaervation,

ALl ranky abiould be raguired o shave at lpast every other Ay
in combat., gloan mwaven snn feal beoltter and perform babttors
Baunds, Loeb, and face musbt be kept claan as ingurance a plnst
infentiom,

griteyal

(1)
{?)

(3)
()

()
(7)

G{ficora sud Jeois mis b nover feel sorry for men under their
commngd.  Mon musé ba made ko do whal i3 nesdad,

Wore appracintion ja nocded in all renke of Hie timg-w-spacso
frotor in muntain speraticns. In mountainous vouniry dige
inngea miak be manmarad in tim,

grnnunbion of trivial oeses by medical personnel must ba
atoppad.

Relief of front line wnits every ton bo [lftesn {10~1%) daya
for thros {3) or mora days would be desirable o peimit reat,
babtliing, rasupply, physiosal examination and consumption of
Hat rationg,

gxtra lagueg of pomidirnd soup and coffee would permit unit
oparation of parmnent fgoup kettlea™ and ¥ oflfge pots™ with
palubary rosulbs in morals,

inguffisiont attontion i3 davoted by combak unlts to prom;st
gvneun tion of snlungn,.

gomha b unl b3 normally have no persomsl aveilable for evacu-
ation of the dedd, pArticulurly in mountainsus terrain, Addi.
tionnl gravss reglatintion pergonnsl are belleved to be re-
guired. -
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2¢ eo Clothing and individual aguipmont.

(1)

(2}

Clotiting.

{8} iirnvy molon rosks nun nooded {or wear in vold, wet, woa-
Wiar, parbionlnely in the mountalina.

(b} Thie combat sulk sliould be iasusd bo all infontry parion-
nnle

{e) Yho vurrently izsvnd comnt koot is too stiff and unoom-
Tordnble for upn in the field in rouga tarsrain. The aor-
vies shon ix auparior for ordinary use. 4 rubber bokbom-
ad, Lolt btop baok g suggoated for use in wlnter wonthar,over-
shaas heing o0 heavy and toe olumsy for marching,

{(d} The mool-knib glove with a leather palm is emallent; the
mol-knlt glove withibut the leather palm im entirsly un-
anblafna tory,

(e) e ouryently insuad rublerited raincont is ngutipfac tory
dug B2 Mewpatlng®. A poncheo of watar-repellant motton
fabric with integral hand is sugpgested.

Indleidnal egnipmant,

{#) rreszmt snkronching tools are inadequato. A ocombination
rick and shovel to be earried by each infantryman ia
nngdad,

{b) FPresent moos ogquipment in smnatiefac torys EKnife, fork and
gpoent aembination ane 4 plastis eantesn ocup are nesded.

{c) wWenpons orsw mambar:- rhould be armed with carbinss or
pintaln.

(d) Wide nbrng puepoudsrs, similar to the suspender, msdical,
ars napded for pAR mnunibion carrierge

(#) A 1lght, ennily enrried slosplng bag mich as that iassued
to specinl garvice Troopn would be of ineatimable value in
reduoing lilness and dizesan.

£« Organizational equipment,.

(1}

(2)
(3)
(L)
(%)
(6)
(7}

A amll olestbric toral;, similar to that used by thes flgld sr-
tillery Ls nandad in woapony pintoons and companies for night
firiug. Pleokout flashlights are not satigf.otory.

7-130 wirs ia too amnglly broken. 4 strong, light fleld wirs
is neaded.

A pound-dordsiting aortar iz nyoded for heavy maohine gun water
chastp,

A smll leathar mpnre parts kit should be issued ad strapped
on maaliine i fripodas

Each Infantry batkalion should have switchbeard emipment pro-
vidad with not lnas than tmenty-four (24) dropaa

Emoh Intantry rogimental hoadjwarters reyuires switohboard
syulpment providing not lass than sixty (60) drops. ‘
groh infankry re;iwent rajuires tw and ons-half (2;:() tona
additional trrunportation for ol bl equipment tranapertation.
A 1% tan, 6 x 6 truck, with 1 ton trailer is suggesteds

n-‘;-
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Za fa (B) Ereh infantry rapimang rhiould aataplish a formrd aignnl
dunp’ mr\iubf\inh;w n gupp}.\; Jr)vl)l illﬂludiug twonby {2‘))!’“1.185
of W-110 wiva, bmd {?) days smpply of bvatbsrias for oach
radio na woll g misuallaneons eupplies and acosegnories.

(9} The radin ger-71l should Le modifled b permib the sntbire
aak to Lo enyriad on than cheat of the operator. A9 progsnt-
1y danigimd, the sebt dg Orsguently used as & walklng stick
in tha mounteing wite rasulbing Roage.

{10} w¥erproof cnverg siould be provided for all radlo equipment.
gEroh typs of radio i3 vary sussaeptible bo inoperntion due to
dampnann .

{11} The 3oR-530 rrdin onnnot normilly be relled upon. I% ia sug-
gookad that tho gun-511 bo laesed in lieu,

(12) parh babialien ra uires sightesn (18) sdolbtlonal sound powersed
tolaphoran for lsoue o companles as nesded,

(13) As n priwg-moynr arid howltznr mount the Lalf trmok has proven
ungatinfaotary. 1% btoge domn peally in soft ground anrd re-
qiireg such froqmant mintoname and ropairing that "doadline®
rakas Ave abnersnlly hijhe

{1})) Ench inlantry vapgieant reguires twonty-two (22) additional
ER-8A telephona g,

+15) Broh dnfantry batialion reyuirss thirteen {13} additional
ER~-BA btelaphones,

Z+ Organlzatiom,

{1} Bight {8) ammunitlon earriars are required for 8lmm mortar
sipad.  jour ()} ammonition sarriera are reguired for emch
£Omm mor tar ngund.

{?) Eroh infantry battnlisn vequiras ben {I0) linemsn with an
additional four {§) linemin per lsttered company for the
proper maintounnoe of commnications; six () switchboerd
opsrators ars nasded since twe switohing controls are uavally
nosded.

(3) Enoh infantry vegiment roguires sixbeen (16) additional
llusmen and four (L) additional switohboard operators.

() Four (1)) saiiblennd magasngers and four (L) additional aode
alerks Are neadad tn rogimantal headyuarters to oporats for-
ward spessnpe cenbors.

(%) gurrant /0 for pnti-Tenl gowpany provides suffiolant parzon-
nel for operation of two platoona of untl-tenk puns only.
One officer And thirty-rlve (35) sen in addition would be ra-
quirsd for proper oparation of the third platooen,

e e above conoluglons reprosont ocombat observations mads within
thie regiment ag well as experlennsa of other personnel with wiom

idens have boen eachangad. )
P - S
L %’m—» )‘ )/.5’ 7, Jx

-~ AARON W, WIATY, JR. .
Iy Inolay Lt. gols, 1llap Infantry
1 = peglmwntal Hisbory (nextupls) COMMANDBING

- casualty Llst (sexluple)
#3 ~ unit Journal {1 opy)
#1 = wupe (1 sot) -y -
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On 2 Uocenbar, Ceptadn deorgs ©. Mthrie, O-I04607, of dan anteniz, Texaa,
Semmanding CCficor of Aati-Fank CJowpnny, begon a reconnalasance for new pun po-
attiona in the avatt 7 1 dpsal-tincuph by Allied Forcea into the K InAl Vallay.
tat b, iarry E. Oome, ¢-1200010, of Unpnostur;, dennesylvanln, lsader of the
Anti-Tank Jotpany iline I'lstoon, wade [ repnestlons Cor the removal of tha wine
field T2kl by hilz plateon io Dovembar beioenn Highioy lio. 6, the scutharn tip
of e dUTCIVO and O, SHULLAWVINELLE in aydore that armored unita wig it pasa through
that section.

Captain leverett 0. linnilton, O-h10%63, of ELl Inae, Toxan, Commanding OfFi-
car of Jannon Queapany,y recnlved Initinl Instructions fron Colenel Werner for
the support of Sha HPi2nd Iofortry doglsent in its abtock apainot the Germane
on the M, JAMINGD - .. AGGICER W11l 9ans loying southwast of M. LULGC.

The s CATHO — Il U4 HUEE Hi11 vasa with ite lofty snow pesked heifita
afforded the termare eceellent obysrvabion of the gractar porbion of the 36th
Divislon sector. Thias 511l wnna zouplotely deominnted ofo WLTI0 and M. o 4CHO
and overlocked tha o :inaatal cesmand poot situmled appreximately two and one-
half milea acuthenzt of 07740, Allied ardillery unite relwly placed whits
phoaphorous shallas on lts penko and suapected nnemy ohoorvation pointa. The
vary accuratn -nd afDostles artilliasry Pire placed by the dermann, however, do-
noted that the hill mass wns cocuplied by n pumter of every rblllary forward
vhaervera.

Active patrols were wnintelned by the Lot and 2nd Battalions. The jumbion
of Higwioy Ho. 6 and tite resd faading into w. «IZTRO, known e "iJ 69", was a
point of activity for Lhe derwana, In lhat each night patrels from positions on
H, #TL b3 andeavored to reach the rowd jusclion.

Beginnlng just at dusi: ev 2 wscrslber, ond continuing for hours thersalto:,
Allied artillery poured corcentration after conzentratlon of shells Into the
Mo SRLI0 - M. JAGGI0AE hill waas.  Uho rumble and reoar of the sune echond fram
rountain to mountain and the noelase of explodin: shells reverbarated until thae

sronnd trembled.

Tha 3rd Battelion, legd Comenny "I" and Coupany "i" which were nttached
to the 42pd Infantyy as osrryiny parting, rellieved the 2nd Battaller on
Ae WPOLO urder cover f darkneoss on the nicht of 2-3 Lacember. Company "5
and Joapany "3 of the 2md Bathallown reosiza? i 2oakilon with the 3rd Battal-
lon on ii. ACTU'WE. The reliel wan effected albaout ingldent.

The cubtpost Live of L Dot St allon en e WU 30 was attacked by n Serman
farce of unknewn atrength at ©430 Woura on 3 vecenber, ln the Conpuny "J7 we-
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The lat of December fount the lst Dattaliocn, ceommanded by L. Colonel J.
Trinbls Broun, O~16866, of laemluvg, Virglnia, on the southeant olejes o [,
LNGO; the 2nd Boatbalien, soemrinded by Lt. Colonel Anron W. dyatt, Jr., 0-2648303,
of Osnining, Hew York, was on il nltulC; and the 3rd Battalion, commanded by
Maojor Robert E. Mehaffey, 0-384193, of Breckenridgs, Temns, was in reglmental
roserve approximately five miles nouth of HIHANO alopg Hishway Ho. 6.

The poslttione of the lat nnd 2nd Bnitnlions were constantly subjected to
artillery and worlar shelling both day and niht. The bal: slopes of if. WLEEGO
afforded little cover oy concoslment My U troope of the let Batiallon. Ep-
ginssra had previously bean eallet upen to blast ewplacemepts into the ruck to
alfard the men bstber cover and to provide adojqusbe pun positlons. Only tha
acutheast tip of H. EII0 war weov Bl Wy the st Betialion. The remalnder of
the mount-in wag in ths pongssaleon of the derm ve.  Each night patrola from
the lot Battallion and frew the Sermons would go oub and endenvo: Lo ponsirate
the freont lines of sach sidc jr a1 offort to locats poaltlons and determine
the enemy's atrangih.

dooded i, «OTOUO0, althoupht annlier in siss Yhan H. WHNC exceeded it in
heipht. Thile mountain lay directly east of 0. WH3I0. Highway le. 6 = the main
artorial road lesading to the narth - passcd betwsen M. LURGO and M. nOTOHLO
making a horse-sghos curve Into tha buae of if. Udu0 as 1% pasgad betwaeen the

two mountaina.

The waather end bterraln wig =249 Triildable sn obaticle aas the ensmy. The
zold, grey, dismal November days wore extending into December. The alacad
daily raine contimied, ualilng the 2.0t 2 wane of thisk mud - the rocke slippary
ard treacharcus to cliwb, Flehlin: 'wloe £llled with water. The wat and ceold
porvaded sverything on the hattle front.

On 1 Decanber, obacrvallon pents noted insrossed anemy activity along the
front lMneas. dunll groups of dermang sould be sesn working, digging and walk-
ing arcund. 1L was apprrent bthnt the eoneny had either brought in reinforce-
mente or wasm becomlng carelesa sith regard to cover end concealnent.

Colenel dlchard J. werner, {-210659, of dan Antonio, Texas, the daglnental
Jomaander, torked with the roglacntal stolf ofCicers on a plan Lo teke M, AHGO
in its =utirety in the avont Ulviaien Haxvizirtare ilesued an order for its selz-

ure.
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tor. The wira line Lo fha cntic! ant oub and whep Lt - as checlted by communl-
cations persanunl, they Cowsd dersoand Cra L Hovsowan, 35267Y57. of o inshester,
Kentnucky, l:illed; wpd oods ot Fioot Zana diaul Q. Cantu, 38025756, of Browna-

ville, Taxma, frlvnbte Fliret Jtiae S1lntio B. Lelegade, 30025473, of Enclno, Texas
Privabe Pirat oo Chesber (1) dnnnen, 0047322, of Zebulon, Kenlueky, Private
Sherles . iiller, 330581053, of Ban v, . -unjylesning, ond Private Bronislaue (IRNI)
3nla, 32840655, of BulPale. ilow fork, mimeine fram the outrest. IL vt Lelleved
thnt the missing noliliers had been taken rria nerg by the Jermuans.

At dawn on 3 Decowbar, the WUiPnd el uobry, the djecial Jarvice forsee nhicl
vy zenpoand of Aweriecsn and Janaiian troeps, and the Britiah launzhed an attsck
argabieb Jerman positicne in th . < W~ e JAGSICAE hill mags. With the ald
of Allied artillery, initisl objectives ware taken and the unita partic by ing
drove on to furthar objoctivag.

Activity during the doy on 3 Decembor, in the regimental smetor was con-
fined to patrels which wers limited in thsir scopa. The Gerwxans were plainly
precccupled with tha Allisd atteck on M. OAHINO and M, HAGGICRE. 4 Garman pa~
tral attempted to penstrate tho position of Company "G" on M. R.TOHIC tut after
brief exashanges of machiine pietol and rifla flre, the patrol withdrow.

At 0350 houra on | Dacanber, a noncentration of snemy ohislls landed neer
tha 3rd Battollon wrmunition dump on the lower alopew of M. 1 .TO.DO and set it
afire. Littls damepge wna done and the fire was oxtinguished at 0455 hours.

A wepgosgs vap received from Bivislon Hesdousrters ot 1230 hourw on 4 Decen-
bor, te the effact that it wng nnticipnted the regimept would be relieved on the
night of 5-6 Dacember 1w e lat Italion Moborized Brigade. A bivouas arem be-
twaan the 3Gth Divisicn nrnd ASth Division waw reconngitered for poavible uese by

the regimant.

Active patrols ware mointainsd snd all unite were olerted for a posaible
Garman counter-nbback vovinet foraes on M. MAGGIORE which had succassfully driv-
en the anemy [rom the srenter proportion of the hill mges.

Ataf'f officnya of the lpt Itnlisn Mobkerlzed Oripnde vilsited the Regimental
Comuard Post to initlabe preaparstions for relilef of the regiment. Accompaniad
by II Corps lrterpretiers, the Itolisne were sliown positions cocupled by the reg-
iment from operat ional maps and vizited an observation post on M, OE3IHA which
affordad Calr obasrvation of both M. LWNGO and M. ROTONDO.

The Cempany "8 cutpest llne wre hit by o Germon palrol at 0300 houre on

5 Becember. Company "B" opened Lire and thie Germans retalliated with machina
platol and rifle prenwle fies, s 2nsmy force was unable to penetrale into
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ths Compapy "B position srvl quic:ly withdrew.

On the morning of % December, hottalion stalf officere of the lst and 3rd
Battalions raported te the vasinental compand post to recalve inatructlona se-
,narding relief of their balbsllons "y ' 13t Ilaliso Hoborized Bripede. Un-
t11 the rellaf was ncoomplished, both hottnllons were instructed to maintain
vary epchtive patrele to thelr Cront ond {lania.

Thiyes Germen Homgearachmidt plenes reored down the velley at 1227 houra
astrafine the read in frent of the reglmsntal conmand post. A fev aimites lol-
or #ix Focle~Woulf planes albinabed sn artillery cbesrvatlon plane to the [reat
of the lst Battalion srea. The mtillay plane, flying lov ard barely ekim-
ing the trastops, suscesefully evaded the Cerman planeg which had bacoms tar~
gota for antl-sircraft upite. One German plan was obesrved to be on fire -
blazing fron the cockpit.

Fatrela returnmd to the lob sand 3rd Batbnlions, sfter making daylipht re-
connalaarnces of ensmy territory, with information regarding machice gun, mor-
tar and ortillary emplacanenta nnd troop: roncentration points. This inform-
ation wee passed on to artlllery obeervers in order that they might direct fire
on targates of known activity.

Ttalian cilvilians reported a tunnel at the scuthwest apd of M. WNGO in
which at least 200 Getmpana ware reported to be living. This report wes veri~
fisd by a let Batbalion pntrcl. Other vatrel: endeavoring to penstrate into
that viclnity efter derk astated the JTarmena were firing wildly and blindly
and there wers sounda of Increaged dirpging in.

Advances units of Lhe lat Italian lloborizad Brigede arrived at the Regi-
montal Oommand Poat at epproximately 1700 houra preparatory to taking over regi-
mantal positions on M. LMD,

On the morning of' 6 Denrnbnar, the [irst Ttalian troors to enter combat as
Alliew with Amarican troopa moved into the reagimentsl sector to sffect relief
of the lst Battalion on H. LMGO. The lat Hoborized droup, 67th Infantry Negi-
ment, 1lth Field Artillery legiment and Derasn; liere Dattalion comprised tha
Italinn unite to snter combat. The Itallan hesdquauibers was ast up in tho same
tilding na the regimental commard post occuplisad, Ths influx of ao such addi-
tional perasonnel required moving part of the regimontal hosdquarters parsonnel
to a rear command post which wos selectsd near the fisld train bivouse area in
PREJENZANC,

An atteck plan hoi besn formulrled for the Italians to take M. LWING0 on
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the morning of 7 Decembsr, hut Divizion Hendquarters advised that the attack hed
basn poatpened until the morning of O Decembar. The relief of ths lat Battalion,
howaver, would be made on the night of §-7 lscember ae wcheduled.

Division Headquart=t a midored the balance of the 3rd Batialion attached
to the Mi2nd Infantry - Oowpeny "I" and Company "K" had besn with tha 142nd In~
fantry since 29 Hovember, acbing as ecarrying partisa. The 3rd Battalion moved
teetically complete, leaving thelr pesltions on M. (OTUWO juet et dusk in or-
der to ¢lear the road for ths Itellimis relleving the lat Battelion later in the
night. The 3rd Battnlion moved down Lhe road lending southwest out of MIGRANO
to & position east of M. OAMINO whera they assembled to perform their dutisa of
hand-cerrying supplias over tha aboesp, elippery and tresachercue trails of the
M. OAMIRO - M, MAGGIORE hilla mnams to the N2nd Infaniry Reglment engaged in
atiwncking the Germana.

Onptain Admiral M. MePonald, 0-407216, of 3an Antonio, Texas, Commanding
Off'lcar of Company *I", was killed on the night of 5 Dacember, by enemy shell
fire when hie company wes climbing the wiesp trails carrying suppliss.

The 3rd Battalion performed its dutisws for the 142nd Infantry Aegimant ao
wall that they sarned on official commendation from it. Colonel G. E. Lynch,
Commard ing Officser of the Mi2nd Infantry Regiment. The *rd Battalion remained
with the 142nd Infantiy until § Dacembar.

The 2nd Battrlion, lewa Cempany "R and n portion of Company *H" which re-
walned in the bivouac pren ne battnlion ressrve, moved up and took over the po-
#itions of the 3rd Battallen on M. -OTCiD 0. The rellef was effected without in-

oident and was completed at 2200 hours.

Guides had been ssnt Lo the blown out bridge on Highwey No. & just north
of HIGNANO at 1345 hours to mest the Italinn units coming in the line to relieve
the let Battallon. Highwey No. 6 wne a0 congested with vehicles, espscially
Ttalien trucks that beceme stuck in the mud and did not have sufficient power
to pull themeelves oub, that the reliel was preatly delayed.

Only part of Cnmpnng "C" hed besn relieved at 0425 hours on 7 Decemnber.
Oompany "A* and Company "B" were atill in poeition at that time.

Heanwhile, Colonel Werner; the Reglimental Plans and Opsratione Cffloer,
Malor John L. Willmann, 0-330577, of JSan Antonio, Texaa; the Regimental Intel~
ligance Offioer, Ceptein Roenall K. Doughty, 0-280726, of YWalpols, Massachusbktte,
and the enlisted man of Heglmental Hendquarters wara striving to overcome the
difficult ias of co-erdivating both Italisn snd American units so that they
would work smoothly together. The oparators on the Regimental Headguarters

_5..
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ewitchboards strupgled eourapaously with the Flow of Itellan ceonversabion re-
smlved over tha btelephons wirea until IY Corpe astablished m gwlitchboard with
interpreaters in conjunntion with the regimentnl wire net.

After bming ralisved, the lat Daltaliop woved gouth down Hichway Uo. 6
to a bivouns ares pear FLEIENZANO where on thie morning of 7 December, they sn-
joyed their firat bath in wapy waske and recaived clean underclothing and socks.

During the aftsrnoon of 7 December, enemy planes wore active. dasven Gor-
man planes strafed bthe valloy and 1oed in front of the reglmental command puet
and aipht Mogaerachmidts etrnfad positionyg around 5. PIEFRO and . ROTCIDO.
Four Megserschmidbe nbbacked nan mrtlilery ohesrvation plane batwasn M. LOTCGHDO
and $. FIETRO but the artillery plane was able to eecnpe to Allied lines.

The lpt Italian Hetorised Group was schodulead to launch an attack againet
German positions on M. LUN30 on the morning of 8 December. At 0230 hours
Colonel Werner chechad with tha Ttalien commandar to dotermine whather or not
pdditional artillsry or obther anelstance wan nasded but the offsr waas declined
with thanka. At 0630 hours tha Itnlinnae lrunched their attack, climbing up
the moutheast slopes of M, IO in an offord Lo teke HIL1 343 - the highest
panl on M. WIH30. The Italians wore wot with mnchine gun, mortar and small
arms fire from the spnomy on both M. 1JH3G0 mnd 1. MAGIIO E which lay to the
weat poross a small valley., Ths Itallons sulfered heavy casualtles but they
couragecusly reorganized thair deplsated unita and wade another drive agalnet
Hill 343 tut vere again repuleed. K111 253 on the southern tip of the mountain
Way taken and held. All of the 36th Divielon and IX Corpa ertillery woas at the
dirpoaal of the Ihalians and concantratlon nfter concentration wes fired on
enamy poattions whenever it wne callad for. The 2nd Bpttellion sent out a patrel
to contaot the Itnliane lepding Berseglisrs Battelion company which had advanoed
half way along the weat bass of H. LUIL0. )

Compeny "E' with a section ! { haavy machine gune from Cempany *H® waa
orderad from the 2nd Battalleon reserye poeition into tha front line, filling
a gap bebween the 2nd Battalions position on . AOTOIDO end the Itallans on
M, LUNGO.

The lat Battalion wes deatrciied from the regiment by Divielen order and
attached to the N3rd Infantry. The let Battellon moved by motor truck to po-
sitlons in the vielinity .f VEUAFRO an Divieion reserve unit.

A platoon of tanks from ths 753rd Tenk Dattalion weas acheduled to move to
the vicinity of M., RCTONDO on the night of 7 December, but they were unable to
got through. The first tenlt it 2 land mine and blocied thes routs for the cother
tanka. Enginesra worked the enbtire day to claar anpther route o thet the tanka
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might move up on the hirht of 5.9 Dncenmber.,

Janteral Walkar infoimed Oolonal Werner at 1930 hours that either the 3rd or
lst Battalione would Bs returned to repgimental control on S December dependent
upon the tectical situntion.

On the mornipn~ of % Pro b, 3snsral Wallter nobifled Oolonal Yorner that
the 3rd Battalion woitld ha relannsd Lo repimental control. Arranzements warsn
anda to ssnd the 3rd Battalion to Lhe bivouoc mroa vacated by the lat Battalion
near PHEZEHZANO sp that this man could alao Lalte a hot Dath and obtain clean
clothing. The propoeed plan wne thet ne soon ne one :ifle coupany and the haeavy
ueapons Compnty had tnken their Dhaths, they would be prepared to return to the
front with a portion of the 3rd Daktalion Headauarters Company.

During tha afterncon of 9 Doconbar, Allisd planes wore very sotlve over
the regimantal front 1L cp, Tiuclve A-3G planme bombed and strafed German pogi-
tiona behind 3. FIETRO and eightosn dpitfires and A-36 planss boabed mn poai-
tione on the highway to DAJIING.

The tank platoon, vhich hed falled to nccoxplliall 1ts move on the previous
nisht, Pinally moved Lhronpgh the minefisld blocking ite pabth and took up vosi-
tione anat of Teeapany "F" lhnre ite eommanding of flcer indlicated they wonld ra-
main for the night. The tanks Fired no missions and took concealed pozit lons.

At 1800 hours Gensral Walker ordered Solorel Woarner to laave ons platoon
of Compeny "E® on the northvest nlops of M, RUTONDO and send iho balance of the
company to the positlon ocoupled by one platoon of Company "E" along the rail-
road track south of M. LI ns probection apainet a possible countar-attack
by the Germanas apminat the Itnliang 2ni nlso to serve as security for artillery
units in that area.

Company "R* pub eut security patrols for the protestlion of Englnesra who
wore working on the tank passags snat of M. RUTTIDO.

On the morning of 10 Becember, Division leadquarters advised Oclonel
Wernar that TiCth Army hoad directed thot a relnforced company ba placed in a
defsnalve position in the aren recenpied by bhe Italinna pouth of M. WINGO ae
proteotion againet sn eneny aoounter-abttack or brealk-throush.

Bafore Qompany *L', which hnd anrelied Lie sraater part of the night From
He CAHING to PREJENZANO, hnd time to bathe nnd resb, i% was necesgary to load
the company into trucks, wibh a snsctlon of heavy wmachine runs From Company "MU
and bring them to the Tront. Thy cospany detrucked near HIGIANO undesr cover
of 1 thisi haze and took positione slong side of Gompeny "E® at the south-
arn end of H, LWWI30., Hhin Ehn rewalnder of the 3rd Jattalion hixd couploted
their bathing, they wsrs alac woved forward and ceeupled positlons as repl-
mental ragerve just southeast of HIGHANO,

._?..
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The Italipns wore hnppy tn repert that during the night of 9-10 Decasber,
Avarican artlllery had ahalled HE11 "% en if, LUSGO and had hit what apparently
wpa an amnunition dump, na n Larrifie axploaion resulied.

lat Lh. Jname M. Thenpl: isa, 0432681, of Jackaonville, Floride, Couomanding
Officer of Jompany "E', reported on 10 Docﬂmlmr, that n considernble numbar of
Gsrman taller mines warsn found in hig conpany’'s pesltlions. Thzre was no regu-
lar pabtern For the wmines and quite a Few of thom vers removed. i

The night of 10-11 Dacenhar wae very gqulet. Thera were zounds of occa-
gional rifle Pire on M. ') 230 pnd nenr 3, DIEINO, tut very little German artil-
lary shelling oncurrad. Tatrole wera limibted to the distance which they could
move by Divieion order snd went out poly about 500 yarde beyond thalr frent
line pooiylons. FEnglnsers worked on the topk paseage east of M. BOFADO amd
on the 2nd Battallon eupply rond.

Garman planse were aralu qotive o 11 Decomber. Bight of thon engaged lIn
aarinl combat with four apit{ires over the Cront llnes. One Gsrman plane was
shanrvad Lo ba on Flres an the flght drified out of alght of the obeerverus., Fiva
taararsohmidbe £law over M. ROTOMIO but thelr stralflog mi-alon waas uneuccesnful.
Later four Memesrechmidbe atrafed positions on the high ground north of .
RCTGIDO.

Golonel Vorner inatructed Yajor Haha{fey to send another unit from the Jrd
Battalion to ralimve Oomprw "R" which wpa abill eerving as sscurity puard at
the south and of M. LU0, Cowpany "KY ocoupied the positionas vacated by Cam-
pany "E". One platoon of Company "E", upon bains relieved from their former
sestor, wan attached to Company "F" to net na ascurity for the Enginears who
ware rushing to complota the tank pgamaps east of H. ROTOHLO,

Divinion Headgquartors ordared Colenmel YWavner to send s full company from
tha 2md Battallon to the stresmlline north of M. HOTOULC under cover of darkpese
te merva aas ascurity for 1 banlt destroyer company coming thruug}l the tank pnes-
age ard taking up posiblions behiind thio vtreemline. Oompany "P® was directod to
ocoupy the positieon along the sireamline,

The 2pnd Battalion reporisd thint the fank passass on which the Englnsers
had vorked ao lon: wan apgnin bepasseble apnd I the paesage wae to be uged on
future pparaticna, work weuld hiove to bapln en Lt aimiln at oncs. This inform—
ation wos jasged on te Diviaten Jegdquarters.

During the nipht of 12-13 Decenber, the 142nd Infentry ocoupled Hill 72
loying nidvay between H. AIGICHE and li. 20 nrl aent troops to Hill 41l on
the northern tip of M. IUNGO.
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A Sarman deaerter !olen Ly Jowpany "0" pdviesd thab tile dormans had eover-

al companiea of tenke north of M. 1230 and that Germon pesitions on the moun-
tain weras protected by mashine min eaplaceaontu, Sarbsd wire and mins fialda.

fluring the night of 1%-1" Deganbar, ohaervntlion posta reported largs num-
bara of evemy trucla saving Svom CASSINO and 8, VITTOGE were filtaring down
Mlighway No. & two at n Liwe Loguntde bhe front. Artillery flre was laid zlong
ihe ropd the entire nipht, A Orrasn patrol pttempted to penatrate the poel-
tion of Company "F" tubt was repslled by ouall aves Pire. '

Early on the morning of 1} Dacambar the Nivialeon atteck order was recatvad
at the Regimental Oommand Foat. The repimantal order was issued by 1000 hours
having besn co-ordinnted with the Division order. The attsck on 8. PIETHO wae
acheduled to bo Tomahed by the 2nd Bettellon at 1200 houra on 15 Decembar.

At 0930 heurm on M Docember, slght Focko-Houlf planes, coming frea the
anitthanert out of the =, bombad npd abyefod tho regimental cowwand poet. Antl-
poraonnel bomba were droppad on the roglment -1l hemlyuertere building and Colonsl
Wernar and lat lt. Key M. Bpea, O-51045Q, of 3nn Antonlio, Texsm, Repimantal
Headquertars Sompany Intelligence anmd Moconnnisncneo Platoon Lender, were aor-
iouely wounded. One lItalien officoar wae killad, anotlvar Italimn officor waw
wounded and five Italim onlistod mesn wers wounded ae a reeult of thim bombing.

Colonel WHerner, although in a prosb donl ef pain fean multipla body wounds,
roqueastad ths nedical poresannel to bandnege his wounds and allow him to romaln
on duty inasmuch ng thne reodoent wnne te ntieesl 4. FIETRO on 15 Decerber. How-
avar, hla condition dennndad imnedinte evnenxtion. Oolensl Werner thon dirsc-
tod that Lt. Oclonel Andrew F. I'rlen, the Hagimental Executive Offlser, be call-
el from the raar commnud pont ab POARSEIZANC and tiint Divialon Hesdquarters be
notifiad. After these ordern hnd heen earrind out, Oolonel Werner waa ovacuated.

Upon reaching the ropimental command pont, Solenel Price wam ndvised by
Brigadier General W. H. Wilbur, Assimtant Divieion Commander of Lhe “Gth Infan-
try Diviolon, that Lt. Jolepnl Aaron Y. Wyabk, Jr., Comeending Officer of the
2nd Battalion, would talke ovmr aonaamd of the rogiment. Oolonsl Wystt arrivaed
ot the comzand poet ah 1150 howrs end aasunnd command. He immediately Informed
Major ¥ilton J. landry, 0-342172, of Aur Actinio, Texae, tho Exscutive OFflcer

of thie 20i 3attalion, thabt commend of ihe 2nd Brttallon would be taken over by
him,

Uarcran plonce again appesrad In the afbterpoen aud buabed the position of
ths tank unite which had moved northoast of M. ROTOWDO.

Colonel Wyatt ilnatructed MHajor londiy to move the 2nd Battalion to new
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pealt lons northeest of He LOTGIG 1n preparabivn be attack 4. PIETaO an 15 Dec-
ambar.  CGouramy "FY oand Cempany 0% peeupiad pesitions jusbt south ef tha sbeesu-
line which lay npproximately thres-gunitors of omils marth of (1, ADTO.OO0.
Jompany "E" held the reoceve aitlan sputh of these two rifle componiea. The
3rd Battalion moved into tha poaitions vacded by 1he 2nd Battalion on M.
ACTGHDO.

Oolonel Wyalt uoved bhn regimentnal conmand post under cover of darlknese
to & new location at Lhe aputhoern base of M. ROTLNDO.

Diviaiyn Hoadgunitore mlvived Jolonal Wyntt that friendly ighter plane
coverage would bo slven to Lhe ragiment, during the 2nd Battallon's attack on
tha 1Hth.

Daespite the promise of fipghber plans coversze, fourtsan enemy plansa
bombed and strafed pomitlons aoutiv of f, 80T D7 in the vicinkty of the regi-
mental command poat at 0900 houra on 15 Dacember. At 0215 hours an undeter-
mined mumber of Jdarmsn piacan banhed spd slrefed the fisld train bivouas aran
in PAEJENZANOG. Cna honb dropvel Lon fant from the buildings hounirg the 3-1
foetlon -nd the Regiwnentnl Hadleal Uebnchment. Tho explodiog bomb blasted
of ' the rocfs, tore off potchan, amaabed all windots and erzchod the walle
and coilinge. Approxlmately £iflcan enomy plones bombed and ebrefed posi-
tlore around Cannon Company nb 0943 homre. A musber of austl-jeracnnal dumbe
failed to explode and thoe Dlvinion Engineera ware called to remove them. Two
of this latter sroup of plines toro woan to U311 and anothor wae s2em Atrsak—
Ing waoke as il headed south over Allled lines Trem the snli-alreraft s=nd
machine gun fires directemi 4L 0w ;. laas by all units in that grea.

Tha town of 3. PIRIRO, which wes the objnotive of the 2nd Battallon at-
tack, was alttusboed on the southern alopes of M, JUHIUIARO ab the extroms sast-
ern end of tha BAPDTIAH Valleay. The onrrosches to the town wers male up of m
sorisu of terracss mavy of which vers walled plive orcharde. Intalli-
mnce information derived Crom a prevlous atlock by ancther unit that had
Falled amd froa - Liopnra of wer indlented that the anemy 's defengea copala-
ted primarily of sutometlc wenpona dispoand in dopth and 2laoed Lo cover oach
terrnce on the appreaches tn the town. Tha entlre area was alse heavily pro-
tacted by mortar and artillery enplwemote.  In many inatancee the Jermana
conld call dewn thedr crtlllmy mnd mortar Lire directly on thelr own posl~
Liona dus to the Pact that thair eaplacomenta wers oo wall dug in and protee-
ted from heavy shalliny.

In accordance wikh prenrrang~d plens with higher hesdousrters, 3. PIEIRO
And ite Lweediata vicinity waa placed urder intenas artillery fire as wall s
machine gun fire directad Prom osibions in n dreaw locabod hobwnen M. ROTOHUO
and 0. CAMRAVIATALLE. AL 175% howra the 2nd Bnttallon bagan ites atteack to
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gaize and hold 4.  IRPRO. Tha phbtack wes coordinated with that of the U%ed Tn-
fantry Reglmant and o compony of T-wlie from the 753rd Tank Battalion. The
alopes of M. JMERICAD te Lthe north of J. (TNII0 weara to be taken by the Miord
Ivfantry whlle the tankn speropehied thoe bown from the southaset. Company "F¥
and Compnny "G" were in fho initial asranlt with Jompany "B in reserve. It
wae plannod Lhab Corpany "F" and Compeny "3" would cross the line of doparture
abrenat, moreo to ths wnnt and asizs i hold defensive positions north of 3.
FISL 0. In the event henvy rresiatonca was encountered, Qompany "F' wag to es-
tablish & be#a of Fire froa ¢ nitiops south of 3. TIETRU Lo cover the gpdvance
of Qompany "3". Company "3 waa b be oemndtbed upen the successful completion
of the movenant nf Company "F' wd demonny *0" with the miasslon of nopping up
3. PIRTRO from the east and tharanftur to arganize a defensive position genar-
ully eamt of the town.

Oompany "% crowseed the linn of d3partura at 1253 hours, moving waul, and
so0on encountaerad honvy machine svn and morbar fire. The Zarmanas, resming to
senge tha initiating point of the stteclk, brohl heavy rrilllery to bear on
the line of dm arture Crot whish Compeny "F" planned to cross. Company "F' then
moved wosbward anl ¢rvaged tha lina of depprture at a wore diatant jolnt tCian
origlinally planned, moving south and wnst bto tlio position of Company "G". Com-
pany "a", thon, was Lo eobahlisgh Lha Ses of £ira Cor Company "BY while It nd-
vencods, Thus, Company "F? was to fulfill Lhe misslon originally intended for
Oompany "G". MNownvaer, Ceapany "F" wved out to meet the aame intense mnchine
pun and wortar fire as had Compeny "ah.

Due to the esnperior flra pouor srd oxesllent defenses of the Germana, the
attack eauld not he cw yisd ent ua plamed. lnjor Landry ordsred hoth Company
PEY and Qompany "3 teo recizunlzz oo thodr pr oent positlions and be prepared te
contimie the attack on later ordera.

During the initial pliwge of the 2nd Iattaltion sttack, Qaptein Charlew .
lnasmer, O-389717, of Oarland, Tewna, Coummeding Officer of Company "F", was kill-
ed by rifle fire whila leadinz his compeny. Joth Zaptein Charles H. Beacham,
-42009%, of 3aa Antwlo, Taxew, Comnanding OFflzer of Compeny "a%, and lat Lt,
Hearold F. Bumsey, O0-1280040, of Roxhury, !neaachisetts, Executlve Officer of

Company "G%, were wouniad nrd evacunted from the battiefisld.

The Germanwe malntainod » vertible hail of mochine gun, mortar snd artil-
lary five frem the terraces around 3, PINTAG on the right flank of the 2nd

Battulion and fron peeitiops atonnd the bpen of M. W30 on the left flonk of
the battalion. Weavy eamialties occurred in all ranks.

Tha abbank wia continued ab 31730 hetra affler Cospuny "P? and Compuny "G"

lied 1made geme sepblaras of reavpgantntion despite bthiolr lurge mumber of casu-
elties. Company "G" wne ordered to hold ity position und egtablish a huse of
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fire Por Compuny "F® whic'y wis a-ving to bthe weeb. Soapany "27 w3 ervuiticd
to the right and crdared to weyve 2p *he tarveced alopes to the pouthesst of

3. FIETRO. With the asgliatonge of artillervy erd mort-w concermirations, Con-
Dopy "B" and Gempnny "F" wers able to adveree o oghort disterce.  Again, how-
evar, thav encoontercd tha intevar cosey upchilesr pun art nortm {ive dirested
at ths attacidvg componlaa In the initinl noseult. Hewvy casualtics zpaln
roguitead ip both of' fleer and anliated jorunppel.

At 2000 hours, iL-jor bandry again ordored a veorganization of the romain-
ing elensnts of the batt-lico and save losiructions that pll perazonnsl wne to
be roady to contlmze the albtacl: under cover of dorborae. AL thils tine the
etrengbn of the companies on popltion vne ae foliows: Company "E" - ope (1)
officer sod £ifty {50) eulirted men; Company "F' - three {3) offlcers nnd
ginty-five (65) enliatod wen: Compary "6% - two {2) officere and thirty-four
{34 ) anlieted men. MNo acenrante figue ceuld be obiained of Company "7 por-
gonnel aas the heavy wesponn company was divided into platoone supporting the
vur ious rifle companies. It was known, however, that Qompany "H" lowees wers

high.

Hajor Landry and lLt. itla, 0-17297500, of uesbbrook, Malne, muds 4 [ermonal
reconnaisaance at 2100 hiours to the Pront of Company "E" and Compapy "F". After
thie reconnaianance, Major Iondiy ordersd the atteck resumed at 0100 houras on
16 Decembar. Whon thae atteck began, Mojor Landry remained with Company "E" and
Lt, 3ile reweined with Qompeny "F®. By Usds Lius all cownupications lad been
daptroyed. 3ince ou porting fivron could net be secured from the artillery, an
attempt was made to sinrrm onemy positions with prenades, bavonets ond whatever
fire power cculd be obtsiond from the Jompany "H" mortar squadae still rewain-
ing with the rifle componles. Prepite the well-planmed anemy reaslatance, con-
olatlng Par tite moat part of hopyy machine guns situsted oo thelr fires wemld
criss~cross each cthor and nrinrous antil-perochnsl minss planted throughout
the arem, the 2nd Babitalien cenlimind to Insh iitpelf along ovarcoming enomy re-
elatance until mome portiors eof Conmpauy "E" and Ocmpany "F! were able to pone-
trate into 4. PIEIRD proper. During thls attack the 2pd Batbullon men begides
neutralizing many cnemy poasitlons were able te destroy an ammunition dump.

Another reorpanizat lon wa= ordeped by Halor landry at 0200 hours with in-
structiona te be propwred to make a feurth abiack before dawn. For thie pur-
poses Oolonel Wyatt gttachad Company "1, commanded by Captain Jsmee E. Epnerson
{then lst Lt,), (-389707, of Rockspringe, Taxnw, cvnaisting of five {5} ofri-
eers and ninety-seven (97) anllstad men, to the 2nd Battalion. The sbtrangth
of the 2nd Batbalion abt tie eAd of the Zrd abteck was as followa: Jompany "EV
ons (1) offioer and forty (I10) enlistnd men; Company "§% - three (3) officera
and £ifty (50) anliatad man; snd Coepany "6 = too (2) officers end thirty-
Pour (34) enlisted men, ter of whom wers attached to Company "E7.

- 12 -



DECLASS tFIEp P FYFEUT tyr V{ I
: g: f ; T ORDER (pae.s cTio ‘m,g)aso ]
By ﬁw‘! e HARA nﬁTF_u(‘:‘/fs. g TioN 33 I
eV ¥ 2 N

The fourth nttack uas Jronehad at 600 heurs on 16 December. Company "E®
and Company "F" wore again 1n the sosault, Company "L" wap held as reserve
initially wilh orders to eptar pod mop up 3, PLIETRO from the woet if the two
rifles cowpenies sucesecded in Inceking ont tie orposition aleng the southern
tarrpced slopean. What 1ittle rewpinad of Company “G" was ordered to protect
the roar of the hattnlipn'a effrrt scuth of the line of departure. Jompany "EP
the Company "F" mennpged ba geb within 200 yarde of thelr objective before bo-
ing hnlted by the deadly hatl of Germen machine gun bullets and the anti-per-
sonnal mines planted nll throuph tho area. At daylight German snlperw began
to take a heavy toll of the rewmaining men in the battallion,

Aadic coemminigntion wna re-antnblishind nt 0730 hours snd izjor Landry
called for smoks whells to cover bla exponod positione. Under cover of the
amoke, tha regnnnte of the battnlion sgain reorganized and esatablished o do-
fonsive position. At (240 hrars Colenel Wyntt ordered the battallon to mave
brnek south of Ll line of deperinre. The morangn vas tecolved by Coptain
Lohman, 0-32395h, of Aan Antonle, Trxas with Compeny "F" apd it wae not until
1230 hours that a meassengnr whe ablo to trenenmkt the order to Hnjer lendry.

Dus 4o the incansnnt enemy artlllery, morter, machina gin snd enlper fire, the
order for the retrogrrds movewent was not able to be fulfilled until 1530 houra.
At this time ths babttalion strepgtli in thoe rifle companien was am follows: CJom-
pany "E" — no (0) officers =nd twenty-soven (27) enlisted men; Company "F7 -
two (2) officern and thirty-four (34) enlited mon; and Compamy *G* - twe (2)
offlcere and twenty-five (25) anlisted men. 3dmall groupe of men, who had besen
cut offf by enemy Tire during the four nttacks from their companies, drifted

back across the batblefield during the dey ond night to augment the etrenpgth of
tha comparies wlightly., During the ['innl phpae of actlon, the 2nd Battallon
Inteiligence Officer, et Lt. Willipm d. Gile, wae kllled.

As n ramult of the attack sgninet 3, FIETRO the 2nd Bettalion suffered
casualties ae followst threo (5? efficore and thirty-twe (32) enlistead men
killed; aaven (7) officers ami one hundred and twenty-four (124) enlimted men
woundad; and none mimeing.

In the suncemaion of {ur ebbocka npeinset aome of the best prepared and
strongly~defended enemy positions encountored in the Italian campaign, the
officers and enliatod men of tha Znd Poattallon never waversd in their deter~
mination to selze and hold the objective for which they had rsceived ordera
to take. Up until the Lise the order win 1ocoived for a retrograde movemant,
the mon pergisted in fisrcely attaclking Gorann poaitione. Often it was necese-
ary Tor the mon to atand upen ove pnotliers ehoulders to scale the t{srracea
which were crisg-eronmed by tsrann machine gin fire. Advancing ln the face
of what appeorad te bo cerinin daath, Lhces mon puthered fron almoet every
atate in the Unlon and molded into m componite and indomnitable fighting force

displayed the highest type of conrnpo.
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The tanke which were to hiave asstetsd in tho ptiteck were elther kpocked
out by land minrs or enamy ertlllery Chie snd never were a serious threat
ppalnet German posltdena. Tho veriow pnarapn nnd road avallable for thelr
operat iong was extromely Limit~d. Withewt bevypin in which to mapeuver, the
tanka wares ensy prey For Ospmen puppors vho bad the advantage of auporior ob-
sarvation. Tha l43rd Infantry, atteching frem the porth snd driving sast,
was unnble to attnaln ite nhjaal fves sue £ tha euperb defanses maintained by
the Germenae in ite aackor. Fnemy plends eopnroting during the aftarncon of
i5 Dacember, further harrresed the attecking troopa.

- The Regimental COommnander, li. Colanel Wyatt, directed the operabtion from
an obasrvatlion post on €. CANIAVIHELIR which loy epproximately twe and ope-
half milog moutheast nf d3. FIETHD.

: On the morning of 16 Deeamhor, Lha 1420d Iufantry and the Itallons lenn-
ched an attrek sgninst the Uprmons on M, W, The German {ire directnad from
the northeaat alepa of M. Lith0 on the previocuas day had proved very cestly in
sasualtisg for the 2md Pattnlion.

Tho medlical men natbpohed to the 2nd Nettellon porformed heroleally ungser
] the most adveres civewmsbnnnen. Oaptnin Kalph 3. Thelan, O~378415, of Waurika,
‘ Oklalioma, ths 2nd Battalion srgoron, vorked uncessingly day and night directing
the avacuabion of the large number of comraltina. It was nocessary during the
height of the batbtle to cell fur nssisbnnce in evocuabting woundod from the
battlefteld., A platoon of viCleman from Oompany "I" laft ite poslticn to nct
as littsr baareras in rarponse tp thie requent For help. The medical aid men
and litter banrers oporated an clvealy behind the forward units that they werse
~ eonatantly harraesed by anipar flie fron tho Ueraane who seezingly falled to
rocognize the Aad Crong worn by all of the aon. A platoon of riflemen from the
3rd Battallion wae sent bn tha Pn4 HAabtalion ald ebation on 16 Doceusber to drive
of f the sniparg who wers harrassing tho aid men in their dutissg of svaouatlng
the wounded .

In order to evacuata the @nio aorlovaly wounded frow posiiions in front of
3. PIETRQ, the valley ond hllla to the north of the town weres smokod with while
phoaphorous shella. Under thla covar lilter bearers vorked night and daey briang-
Ing out Litter casoa.

I Qorpa ndvisedt that thae 17201 Infantry and the Italians fiad token all of
Ho LONGO by 1545 teurs on 16 Docstbar, 2nd ;etrols had bean sent out as far aa
1 47, The 35rd Tattallon Furntehed a ascurity patrol for Corpe Znglnesra work-
Ing on Hi hway do. 6 in the vicinity of the U-band. PFuture oparationa deponded
or thes uvse of tha road nnd the anzinmers sorz working faverlahly tn lnosk out
roud vlocks nnd repnir nand FL1L in oratza 2 wsed by shelling and dsraan demoli-
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tionas The Ih3rd Tofantry noeth and anst £ 3. PLETRO continued to be engaged
by the ensmy during the night of 16-17 Usnaxbar.

Tha lat Babtbalion whleh had not bowm In the line since 7 Decomber, moved
into posttions on the mountnine northasat of 3. PIET..0 on the night of 16-17
Dsoe -bar along tha Isft £lank of the }3rd Infantry.

The 2nd Babtslion sent atrowg pateola Lo the vicinity of 3. PIEING thrcupgh-
out the day of 17 Dacambor. Tha pabrels recaived firs from enemy positions
aoithenat of tlts town ond From a pillbox Pron Lha northwest. A later patrol
panstrated to thae point vhers the batbalion had besn atopped on tha previeus
day and found wmechine pin enplocemonts unoscupisd. The patrol, then, moved
an lnto town.

The Commanding Or€ianr of Lin Ad%%bh Tank Daatroyer Battalion reported that
ha lind meoan one of our pabtrola onter 3. VIFTRO annoleated, tut whon he attemp-
tnd Lo enter with ope of his patvels, mevter [ire was received from onamy po-
sltiong on the tarracaes actth of tha toun.

Msanwhile, a patral Crom Qonpeny "L¥, led by 2nd Lb. Thomms A. Lewis,
~130915%, of 3t, Faul, HMlmnegota, hint cntlpnited 3. FIETHO from the sast awaltw
ing the arrivael of Company "1 vhicht wen Lo ncoupy poaitions west of the town.
This patrol eptsred 3. PIFTRO end found no avidence of the enemy. Two wounded
man of Company "3" wese Tound in the town nnd thay reported thers hnd boen no
activity in 3. PIETRO durling the entrie day.

Under cover of darknosa tha 3rd Nattulion relisved the 2nd Battalion.
Ths jrd Battallon sent ont patrolas to contact the W3rd Infantry on the right
flank bul was unable to contast any unlita of thie orgenization.

On tha morning of 18 Dacenbar at B35 hours, tha %6th Divigion -3 ordar-
ad Lt, Qolonsl Vyatt to mond n petrol oub towarde Q. MORELLO to locets and c¢lean
up minor Berman remistance. A babttglion wna to move Foruard with ite right
boundary as 3. PIETRC end 3. VITTORE incluaive, with the loft boundary along
Highway No. 6. Tho battallion was to occupy the southwest ridgs of 0. WRELLD
and orgrnize it for dafounn. -3 ntatel that it was anticipated nobthing tut
light resiatancs would ba wmot. The Mi%rd Infantry further to the north would
sinllarly advancs and the 1M12nd Infantry on the left would do like-wige.

Lt. Oolonel syatt instruclel dajor ehaffoy to be prepared to executa iho
mevzaont of hiy battolion in accordnnce with Divislon ordere. Ceptaln Hamilton,
Gowsaandiny OffLeer of Cannon Cowpsny, wnd Orptain Guthrie, Uomaanding Off Leer
of Antl-Tank Company, taraived arders Por the forward displecement of their po-
sitions nud for a reconnalessnca of pa. ponitions in order to be able to move
upon receipt of later Liwtnd erlae. A platoon fron the 2nd Baitslion waw or-
darad to report to Hajor lNohalTey al the 3rd Oattallon for lvatructlons to pa-
trol out g far aa bill Q. 2IOEMELLI uorthwest of 4. VITTOHE.
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At 1015 houra, G-3 sdviced that kha movemant of the Jrd Patitalion to .
BOEELLU would nnt be initlaiad unlil onrly on the marning of 19 tscember. The
patrol o ¢, CIGINELLI mould be raentlnd, buf ¢, MOERLLO wi3 to ba ocoupind and
helde wWajor Mahaifsy info.pad golonsl wyait that the patrol zent out to C»
MOLELLO haid beon on thelir pbinctive tnt had onopuntered enemy oprpoasition from
what appearad to be & largn peman potrels  The putrol was instructed to remain
on s MORELLO unloas 1t wag kit by a atrong emmn abtieck. In that avent, it
ms to withdraw.

On the morning of 19 Inoambor abt 0750 hours, §-3 informed Major wil lmann,
tagimsntal =3, that the 3rd Intinlion vng ko mve in eclirlon woll disgnrased
aainat artillary fira, ko the loft vear ol the Znd and 3rd pattaliona ol the
1h3rd Infantry. Thig mve wea ip begin At 0030 hours., Major Msha{ley waa in.
formed to prepars hias batbs llon for the movemont to new positions.

At 0943 hours, sovan ygrrman Mopsernchmidba planes bombed 3, PIBTRO and
strafed the road running anet from 1k,

The 3rd pattalion moved nlimost bo bhodr npzigned objen tve whon they hik
vhat appearad to be Aan oroanized (ranen defennlive position. Company "K® andea-
vored to make An emwalepmant Crom the ri ki bub wig repulssd. Tmo prisomors
wore oapburad that sgtaked Hiere ware ten componles on (0, MORELLO and at lagb
lmanty maching guna plnoad in dolansive positions, The 3rd |altalion wae or-
dared to dig in on polnt of thelr furtheat ndvance and sstablish an all sround
dsfenso,

The 2nd pattalion maws orderad to be proparsd to abback on the 3rd Batba.
liong right flank L€ the gvrmana endravored bo ccintere-attsok. Tabrole wers
also to bo gsont out from the 2nd Labinlion bto oontust the 3rd pnttalion of the
Ll3rd Infantry on Ats righbt, e rogimental 3rd pattalion to the front and the
Italian units on the Inft, Tie Pnd prtiallon nlaoc moved to & naw posltion
soutieagt of g, MOREILO Approximmtaly 1000 yards [rom the hill and in the rear
of the 3rd Emttalien.

The german mintained n conabant rain of artillary fire on the 3rd patta-
liont s positions and as 1t was pr oving bn costly in cagualtles to remain, Colon-
8l myatt ordered Major Meshnaifey bto displroe to the rears AL OTI0 hours thie 3rd
Battallon had ¢losed la%e its paw position whioh was approximately 700 yards
southaaat of the 2nd Batbtnlion. Tho 3rd btalion continued o maks a reconnw
aipsance of 'a routs that oould b trawelled along the southwest slopes of M.
SAARMUCRO.

The lgh pattalion ea raturnad i ragimontnl control after having bssn abe
tached to the Uprd Infantry and wia iven the mission of driving the Germns
Irom the hai hta novthoast of g, Vi7I0PRe (ne retnforced conmpany wag to gmrri-
aon Hill 730 and protoot the supply roube threugh ;11 730 to the area north
of 5, VITTOH:.
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A platoon of anti-tank somn wan placed wost of g, FIBTRO in the vioniiby
of the 2nd pattalion to s preparsd for action by daylighite.

on the morning of 20 proambar, pntrols frem both the 20d and 3rd pattalicns
want gub to resonneiter A reoute foir the 3rd pafitalion to travel in order to sew
complish 1ts mlesion of attnoking g, VITTORE {rom the northeants fhe patrolas
raported that they encountered Garmen sukoratlic weapons fire on evary terrace
and on avery lovel and that 1t min Anpoasible bto gob through the trall lending
up to M, SMMUCRO. The lat BFaktnlion wns ordered to olemn out anamy resiatancwe
in the hilla northwaab of 3, PIETRO 2o theb routes might be reconnoitered for
the 3rd pnttalion. Tho lak patbaliom slan mids arrangements to have guldes most
the 3rd pattalion on (he mamitnin and show the unibe the availabls ftrails that
oould bes traveled. Fatrols mara sent onk from the 3rd patbalion with inatiuoc-
tions to sount thelr prons and identiiy peintn so that the battmlion weuld koow
exactly whers it wns gpiog during the nlphks (ode namee were given to promin-
ent points along the route tn be relorsod &3 in mepaagev.

The regimantal cormand pont wia meved [rom lbs looaidon at the southern
bags of M. HOTONDO to A new araa mnejarter mble emat of g, PIETHO, arriving
at the naw looatiom at 1330 houre.

A% 1730 hours, Lt. CoJonsl myatt, Major Willman, gapiain poughty end a group
of anlisted perronnel from Rogimeninl Headpinrtors laft the command poat to
agoompany the 3rd Battalion Sn ity move up tha M. SAMUUCRO trail,

The fiald train bivoune mored from pLESENZANO to 8 new area approximtely
tmo and one-half milas anvthaast of YRHAFRQ. The move wag mds in a doms~pour
of rain which turned thae ronda inte papgmires of mide The siow movemsnt of
the fleld train bivousa cccasionnd A dalay in pupp.ying ratlonz to the battu-
lions and the 3rd pattalion mua dalaysd npproximataly one hour untll rationg
could be gotten to the mans

At 2115 houra tie 3rd pabttalion bagen iba olimb up the ¥, sMUcko trail.
lat pattalion guldes met the 3rd pattalion at the Junction of the trall and
the churoh in 3, PIERTHO» The rats of maroh was very slow aa the trail mag
atasp and cratered in many placaes by shell holes. The almost incessant rain
had »mde the path extremaly slipperye

shartly after mednighk on 21 [poember, tha germans baghn laying artillery
and machins gun concontiations om the advnnoing 3rd pattalion colum. puring
thess cengentsations, the calum would brank and dimperce ameng tha rooks af-
fording tive cnly wailable cover,

Lts golonel wyntt and Major Mehalfey pisand the lteud of the oo Inm and
wnt formrd to contact tha rear alamatbs of Company "p* which had advanced in
its miasion to olear the brail of anewmy forces to |jill 730
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The 3rd pabtalion of tha L 3rd Intantry, tarthoer ts the nmorth, Lad mst guch

hervy opposltiom in their advance Hink they were forced to wihthdraw to their
atarting position.

A orrrying parby nf 120 enlinkad mon out of A jroup of 200 replanements
gent to the reglmaent on 20 peoember, Toabk aontant with their guldes leading

them up to the lgt patballon ponttimia and roburned to bthe bottom of the moun~
tain.

The 3rd pakialion reached n point np roximmiely 320 yards from jjill 730
at 0220 hours. HI1L 730 wiz still hold by tho enemy and company "IN wan on~
gnped in a Tire fight to drive them off. the %rnil route wag covered by snemy
roliine guny and His 3rd pattalion found it impossible tc continue thelr maresh
without suifsring the haavieat of crovaltisg,

prigadier genaral §a HH. Wilbur, Aszisbtent Dlvislon Commandar of Hhe 35th
Infantry Division, ilasiad an grder ab 0325 hours far the 3rd jattalion to with-
draw to the point of deparburae. gommunlicsabiona had been diaruptsd by the onemy
artillary fire and 1t mas neb kil @500 hours that Colonel wWyatt rocsived the
withdraml ocrdsr. The 3rd pattalicen eohimm ma roverssd and an orderly with-
dramnl hegnn, gompany "7 we lofb on lhe mounbmin in positiouna previously
odupisd by gompany "s" and wms attechad tn the lab patbalion,

sinoe the 3Jrd pattalion sould vot reanh the point of Jdaparture belore day-
light, enemy positioma wars amokesd to covay bthe hatialionta movement, At OHL

hours the batlalion reachsd the bobbom of the mounialn and dug in voncealad
pesitiong,

Lts Colonel gpdwin W itichnrdaom, G-F0U030, of wrsbbrook, Malne, reportsd to
the regimental ocommand post at 102 houra havin, bwep asgined to the regiment
by Dlvislon order. gelonel Hichardson was asslpied to conmand the 3rd pattalion
with #ajor Mshaffsy tecoming bthe battallon sxgcubive offloer.

The 2nd pattalion sent oht pabrols to boch {lanks ang to nJ 69 and the
3}'d Battalione

Company "M, ocnmandnsd by gaptein 3alesr s lArmanson, O-354116, of wharton,
Texas, suffered gush honvy canumitios in atkacking 4ili 770 that the oompany
*3 orderod to withdraw. the Int pattnlion and Company "g" occupied positions
on Hig peak enast of 1111 T30. A wounded prisoner who later died sitated that
hls sompany, which had n atrenghh ol 20J; men, waj iolding HA1) 730, and that
there wors plliboxes on the hill and e trail was noverad by machina .una.

The 3rd pattalion sent patrols te their flanking units and eatsblished
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ountaot, A patrol that went o ¢, NCRRLID reporbed ne wobivity Lebwsen the
hill and 3, VITTOHE.

on the mrning of 22 [peembine, (urpany "KM wms detached from the lat pabta-
lion and returnad to the Jrd gatbalion. 1qhe 30th seoonnaissinoe Troop mea at-
tnehed to the regiment. Division jmndpnnrters ordarad the reliefl of the 2ud
and 3rd pattalions of tha l3rd Inianbry by the rogimontal 3rd pattalion ba-
ginoing at 1700 hourn. Tha 40k goromnnigannan iroops was to move inty Hie po=
sitions vacated by the 3rd pattnlien. Jha Und prétalien remmingd in itz posle
tiong ma regimntal ressrve.  Tru platnens of gompany "g", 753rd mank jatialion
and gompany "g" and gompany "p® of the 2nd ghamical yattalion were alsp atbech-
ad to the ragimant.

The lat Datbtallion ws mgrin dataciied from the regiment snd attzched to
the Spevial Jirvice Mrun for their althack o the nl it of 23-2L pecembsr. The
battalion wag attached for oporational purposan only.

The 3rd patbalion ocompletad the relinl of tho 1{)3rd Infsniry bittalions
at 1159 hours on 23 proembar.  The Anti-Tank gempany, lsse one platoon in po-
sltion near &, PIRTRO, movad [rom thin MIGHANG nrea to the fisld tmin blvouso
Areofk .

ue to time mnd wpmce [suiors invelved, the gpeolal garvice Force attaek
wa poatponaed twenty-Smur houre.

Mvision Headquarters adrisad LEs colonal WynEt that the 2nd pattalion
wuld ba rellaved by the 1lst pathalion of kie 1%rd Infantry on the night of
25-26 rosmber with the 2nd patlallen nsoupying bhe bivousc arem vaoated by
the relieving unit,

puring the night of 225 noambar, (oromn patrols glipped through posi-
tons on the laft flank ol the 30bh ,ruonnnlastncs Jroop and laid minap around
1 69s lngbructioms wore ismiad ko the 3Ot pavonnniesance Troops to thoroughe

ly outpont thelr position $o pravent a repetition of German patrols entering
this aran,

Just at duask on 25 ppoamber, 3rd patitalisn patrols moved out bto knock oub
t% known sromy machine gum poaitions. The patrols worked their wy almosh
tlose anougink Lo uss tueir hand grenndes wisn a Hiird nmachine gun openad up on
them and tha patrols were fovesd to withdraw.

The attack of the Speocial Jarvice Foroa rhiich was schedulad to bagin ba=

twaen 2300-2/00 hours on 2ly preambor, wis delayoed untll G200-0300 hours on 25
Dedombar, due to suppdy and mnsuzar problems. After elight resistance, the
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gpoaial Sarvice Fores lood Vil FAR rad gumpany AT movaed onte the hill and co-
cupled it. pivisien Haadgnrkorg knatrontad Lbs golonsl Wyn bt that aftar {111
73 wg tajen and oscupind by the ok pntEalion, the babttalion wra not to pro-
cead auy Murthar with te spanlal mirvles joree. Division lleadguarters alpe
advinad Bhint Bhe lpk paktalion of tho 13rd Infankry would bs attached to the
raziment upon 1lts rolief of tha Pnd Pabtnlion.

&, VITTORE was honvily shollad by Allled nrii lery until 13l houra on
2 pogmbsrs Afber Hia sinlling cangad, one patrol €rom tha 3rd pattalion
and one prtrel from the Fath geoannnigsango [roop want inko the tiwn. A come
tmt patrol from Company "K* mivad nubt ko a position northeast of g, VITIONE
with ingtruotiona to dig i and subt off nuy Gormp rebreat that might coms
through their positien, Thn ypntrel ronchoed ikn objeotive without msabing op-
poaition and sant smallar patrols io nontmot the Speoial gervics fome and
to investignte 7. VITTIORE,

Meanw:ile the 36th ;mecwnnigsinoa Jroop patrel, skirting the laft tip of
£. MOQRLLO, ran inbo intenasmohing fun “ire And wma oaught bebtwoon the oriss-
srosn fire of btwe s, The prmng then opousd up with artillery and mortar
fira on the patragl [rom positions anuth and woab of g, VITTOHEs Another 36th
mreamatasanoe {rosp jnbrod wont Lo the bngo of M, OjIAIA west of 3, VITTOHE
and enazountorsd meling gon and Lghy worbkar [ire. Entering 5, vITTOUR. thilg
patrol wne fired on by mchineplotolas  prom tie patrels reports it wac comne
oiluded thab §, VITTOHE wha 12 hbly onoupied but heav'ly outpoated.

The 2nd gntbtalion wms rallsvod by the let Babbalion, I43rd Infanbry, just
prior to midnight and moved baek to A bivouno area nsar the regimental train
tlvouse in the vioiniby of VENAFIO.

The Company "™ oomint pnbrol mvaed out approxim taly 200 yards beyond
ita position and envoundoered no siomy slthougs the patrol was Tired on from ¢
MORBLLO by mmchine guna and two mortaras.

The 3rd pattallon and lst patkalion, ¥ 3rd Infhntry, mmintained ocon-
stant patrols in their amokors, going to and from the oubskirta of g, VITTORE
and into the tom itaelf. Op c:eanims they wuld reosive no fire and then
another patrol myving over the swma sround would bes fired upon,

(aptain fogn Young, O=3/PL57, of gnn Antonic, Texns, the new Regimental
Plany and Opsrations Officar, visibad tira 3rd pattelion, 36th feoonnailaspncs
Iroops and the lst Baktrliew, Ui3rd Infeutry, command poets to maks arranga-
™nts for the forward displnooment of the ragimontal forcas. It was planned
for Company "g" to join the vembat patrol from that corpany northenst of g.
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VITTORRe Upen nrrival of gempany YE" ok thab positicon, the remindsr of the
Ird pattalion mould diapliss lorpnrd Lo ponitionn so that its right flank
would be en gompany "KY awd tha Iaft {lank rould run along the road running
nortient from g, MORELLO- A& tho pome tlme tho 36t jeconnaissanse Tronp
would displace formard eo that tby ri it flank was on the soutiwest slope of

0. MOKELLO and extend down ko il4 dievy Yoo 6. Ihisg line was to be outpoatad
dny and night., A combat pakiol from the labt Aatbialiop, I4Srd Infantry, wes to
aand two patrols out ~ cnn by the viodnity of @, CICERELLI and the othar to the
scuth enbranns to g, VITTORE. Hnarraassing artillery wns to be placed north and
wont of the town and the twe companlas of the 2nd Chemieal Battalion wmre to
place white phosphoreua fire on 7, VITTU4E mud ibs vicinlty., One platson of
tanks from gompany "o", 753rd Mk jaktnlten, would take firingz positions from
thelr preannt Jooatiom to naosish the formrd diasplacsement, firing on exiba and
targzats of opportunity in g, vITTORB. 1The 2ud Flatoom of the Tank company wmz
to movs into new poaitions under covar of darkneas and oon tinue support of the
3rd Batialion. The 10th Infantry jingimont on the loft {lank of the regimental
a0 tor arrangad t send ouk palrols to vontnet the 36th keconnrismnos Troop.
Actlve patrols were Lo ba malnbninaed by all unlts and 3f thelr reports reflec-
ted that 3, VITTORE wan uncaocupled, Company "7 wag to ba moved [orward to
caoupy the town, This plan ria Inbor nltered so that just one ocompany from the
Jrd mttalion mould gubtpost the omm in the svent Lt was found bto be unoscupieda

the combat patrol from the lst Prttnlion, 143rd Infantryk mwved out and
ocoupled ¢, MORELLO at 1515 heurs, the occupabion being made wlthout resistancws.
At 1635 hours the balancs of gompany "K" myved out to join its oombet patrol
northeast of g, YITTOnEe At 137 hours the Jat pattalion complotad the reliefl
of the gpevial garvice Foros in the mountnine nerth of 3, VITTIORE wiich plased
the S04th Parmchuts pegimmb on the lat pattalionts right flank. At 1755 hours
Divinion Hendquertars motified giptnin Yommp thiat company "E" of the l42nd
Infantry wae atbached to the Ink pvttnlion, 7his corprny was on Hill 1205 and
me of ull sirengthe At 1000 hourn gompany "g" had olosad into Ltz pesltion
snd fompRny "I propared bo move forward. Tho enbtlre 3rd pattalion elosed into
1ts new positions at 28,5 hours, §ith the dlsplacement forwavd of the 36th
Reconnaisesncs Troop tha plannad ragimontnl advence was cosploted.

Division jlaadquarkters mdvigad ak 0UF] hours on 27 December, that the regle
mant would be relisvad on tha night ot 24 Ircember, bty the 135th Infantry Regi-
ront of the 345k Infantry Dlviston, and move to the vicilnlty of ALIFR. The
13t Battalion was to be rolleved by the }Pnd Ialanbry, Company "g" and gorpany
D" of tha 2nd chemical DRtbnlisn ware to he raleasad from regimental omtrol
snd atbached to the 13,th infaniry fisglmnt,

Upon receipt of the relief notice [rom Diviglon, L. Colensl wystt ordered
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At 1015 hours on Z] [poesmbar, (ilkason ememy planes bombed and strafed 3.
FIRTRO, S. VITTORE mnd bhe vallay bobwen tha bmu tomas

At 00 hours staff officers of bhin 135t Intanbry hKoglmsnt arrived ab the
reyimental command poat to noordimito rellef of the regiment.

4 Tha lat Batbalion, [j3rd Infeniry, and the regimentnl 3rd mttalion kapt
oonstant patrols golng into and arcund §, VITTORE. Aw soon ag one patrol would
raturn, ancther patrol we nbt oute

At 2300 hours Divislon Headgquarters informa<d Ceptain Young that the gommand-
ing unnsral, II Corps, ballaved 3, VITIURE to Do nncocupled becauwws of the anemy
tombing of tha fom in the morning nnd n atrong patrol should bs cent into the
mm to ocvcupy ik, CeRptRin Young advipsd that arrangesments had been mde to
outpoat the tomn thoroughly with ong reinforoad Cermpany.

The oombat prirol of tha lnb patialion, 13rd Infantry, southoust of g.
viTrour and the 3rd pritaliom ogmbat gntro] northipagt of the tom withdrew o
positions within their reapsckive bnbtalion secotors at 1600 houras.

The 35th hevormAaissance Trocp engignd & garmn pabrol ab 2200 hours which
attackad on its laft fClank with machine platola and hand grenades. An the Goar-
rang broko amy, thoir patrol wa intercepted by a patrol from the i5th Infap-
try megimont and a fire [ight engued in which thres germang wers killed.

Conatant patrols woremaintained by the lot Dattalion, 143rd Inlantryk aod
the 3rd Batbalion. A 3rd pattalijon putrol sncounbersd artillary, maching gun,
sniper and machine platol fire from the wast of 3, VITTOLE.

iarge groups of itnlian civiliang noming out of the hills orsated & pro-
blam to the [ront line uuitn. A}l baibilipns wers ingbructed to ovaouate the
refuges s to Lthe repimentnl oomwand pont aron whore yuards essortad them [urther
to the rear, fThecs oivilisng adviagsd tha* 3. VITTORE was full of beoby trape;
that ¥, LA @IfATA had pillboxes to the vrear of it, wnchine fun emplacemanta to

tha srgt and between 300-/00 Dermana in poribiong north of the hill supportad
by ke,

Imring the afterncon of 20 ppoewbor, the 2nd imttalion moved from its biv-

viao arem to the rest area near g, ANGWLO D'ALI#E, moving in convoy with the
43rd Intantry pe zimens.,

4% 2220 hours on 28 Dcamher, A garman patrol attemp ted to push through
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the Inft flank of tha 36th reconnnigsrnoe Traocp by uaing meohine plstola.

tharaliefl of tha lst puiEniion by the Ird putbalien, 14Znd infantry, ms
affeoted at 23!;5 hiours, and the lat patéalion mrched erosp-souitry to tha vi-
ainlty of MYIGIAND and entrucked ab thabt point to mave to tha bivouac arem naar

8, ARBELO D'ALIFRE.

Fatrole wmocking in and arewmd 3, vUTOLE on the night of 20-29 [peember,
roporbed German vohicles moving In and oud of Hie town., The Jrd pattalion and
let patdalion, lhird Infantry, werp nilorted for bthis possible reinforcement of
the enwmy in the g, VITTONE nrens A 3rd pabtalion patrol revsived auboematig
mapontg 2nd aniper firo when they ajprowohad the town {rem the northeast at
approxima tely 1000 hovre un 29 jpoarbar,

pivigion imadquartors mudn plang W ooordinate all artillsry in the sector
to fire on g, VATTORR A% L0 hourss ‘o arblllsry concentrations ware to lest
until 1450 hoursg and thon abift boyond the bomn Yo tha north angd west and con~
tinug for thirty minutge. Joth the 3rd gattalion and lat putbalion, 143rd In-
fantry, ware proparad Lo send patrols luto §, YiTTOUE A8 sy as She artillary
"garenade™ liltads If patrola fnund the town to bs unoocupied, one company
from tha lat Battalion, };3rd infantry, wans to wmove in and outpoet it.

As sson ay tha artillery convenbratims on g, VITTOHE 1ifbted, the patrals
loft thair respeotive brtbalion arsas to ontar the town. fTha 3rd pattalion
patrol ranched His edgn of Lown and wag hit by machine gun and emall arms flre
from housen impdismtely ln frenb of thom, Tho pitrol fried %o work their way
around this opposition on Lhrer dif{erent voonmions but wag pinned down atich
tims, Company "B", MHj3rd Infantry, oieh wan sheduloed to follew the combat
patrol from that brtinlion moved towards §, VITIOWE two platoons abremst and
drew heavy miohine gun fire Trom the adge of the Wwmwm. Machine pletol and
rifla firo were alse dlrackand AL Company "y, A swell mmount of mordar [ire
foll on the companyts riget slank but waa not effective, Apainst this superior
firs power, Company "R" whg forced to wibhdraw,

the relief glomants o the 1351k Infenbry mmzlment bapn offec ting the
relief of tha 3ra gnthallnr, M 1sb Mabtalion, 143rd Ingantry, and the 35th
aenonnaisgancg Troop shorbly s fhor bk on P Lecember. By 0700 hours on 30
[pogmbor, the regiment and its abbichod uoibs were offloially relievad nnd
moved by motor truck te 3, AUGELO D'ALLUSE for s well-sarnmed rost.
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gaanslties of the 1llst Infnnkry logimont for the month of [poecber,
1943, ware as follows

OFFIcEus ENLISTED MEN TOTAL

EILLED IN ACTIONs=ersaaacevss g B2 G0
ng OF MFDSo-o-uccngrqnvu 5 5
WOUNIED 1IN AQTIOHecrcavraasa 15 o8O 296
INJURED IH ACTIOH«srvavsnosse 5 5
MIZSIHNG 1N ACTIONecsussnosas 13’, 13

2h 3% 1p9

Enamy capualting, oapbured and dantroyel mteriel for the month of
meoamber, 19i3, ars aa followng

ESTIMATED
Ko ADDITIOHAL
Prigonars 0f WiTsaesesowesss L2 -
Fillodacsassounscosananensns 20 a
wwundelasssscoaseansssssaasaa 0 f}?
Blmn Morbargscssssansennnasa 3 (dostroysd)
H0rm MordAT Jesesconrannaaan . 1 {daalroyed)
Tomm Anti-Tank Gungesese--e « 2 {Aspbroynd
Trucks, unkpomn bypaec...o«.. 3 {deatrayed
Amuniltion Dypa..acusava-aa 3 idﬂstroyndi
MAChING DUNBaseuseasarerraee P {orpbured)
hiflogceavssocsacsasacansa «o 1 [onpburaed)

CNTBineEs vasencrrarsanrsasss 1 (Captured)
Sight, Taloacopitessserssess 1 {oaptured}
END
Hepart of Opoerafions mritten by;
- : €yt opl .
*(\,,ts_‘bu\‘b— \B . ’\3 mw(}.mm.ﬁ..ﬁ-—

ROBERT D, IXETEhLE, 16062508
¥nster Sergeant, Jrvioe Co.

\ 1Llst Infantry Reglment
) /
{7 (s
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IIST INFANTRY FEGIMRNY, RIFLE
Aro §34, U, 8, ARMT

G SECRET

SUBJRCT: Tranmmittal of Regimantal jisktory and gonolusions of Qperationas.

HRAJIARTRRS,

9 Fabrusry 1904/

T0 1 cuﬂ;'mnding Gsnaral, 3fth Infrutry pivielon, ApQ #36, Use J« Army

1. Inclosed in the regimental history of the Ljlst Infentry Reginent
aovering operations in Itmly during bhe month of January, 1944.

. 2. from the result of the river oronning operation it would appesr to
be definitely enstablirhad thrt auonens onnnot b awsured unleas the follow-
ing conditions are met,

a. Asourate knawledpge of snemy strangth and dispositions must be had,
~

B . be

ss Adeguate cronsing squipment ba mede ryallable, Note, The impro~
vised foob bridges wade up of iley bridge pnllemiys lashed to rubber rmoonn-
! alnemnce boats wers entirsly !mgat.lﬂ{’ﬂo‘i\:ory.

gsurpries in the nobtual aronaing he eppenbially accomplished.:

de  All schelona bs bhoranghly trainad in evhat esoh individusl and
unit is tu &, prefarnbly throvgh numarons rehearsalpe:

#e- Rriemy nrg'\ninul dinponitions on the far shores muast be such that
urly penstration in depth norons the riyer in posaible to permit establistment
of & bridgehand to kesp mnall Arma {ire from the river line mnd allow crossing

<" of subsequent echelons on foob bridgess

f+ Loomtion of mine fialda on the nesar shors must be lnown and ololrnd

g Oroasing Joontiona should provids auoh oconessalment near the river
for the formard estnblishment of bridging squipment that long carriss are
sl wrolded. Nobtey In this cperation it wes necesmry for troops to earry all
squipment #orosa cpen tarmin for disktences of more than 700 yards.

-

hs grossings must be made on & brond [ront,

inrs‘rmb}w Wt h-lv’a bu¥iloient 24w 1S gain their objestives or defan~
Te poatﬂ.mn and dig in ttmrs,vhﬁig}:t' in sqund all around defenas,
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Vilat, INFANTRY REIIMENT, RIFLE

On Jomery 1, 1941 the tist Iufenbry Nepgleent wen resting in blvouac near
gan Angelo D'Alife, Iknly, [ollrsivg the Ardoun econmpeigne of Decembrr,  Rollefl
of the Regiment lnd beep effeclsd du the errly morning hours of Decewber 30,
sl the Rogiment had heen moved by truck to the rest blvouse.

Lt. Oal, ﬁ;\rnn W. Wyntt (0-2614359) of Onnining, New York, wae 1o comohnd
of the Reglment, with Lt. 0ol. Aplpew F. Price {0-218092), of Fort Worth, Texas,
na Execubive Offlesr. The Dattnlion Qowpnidders vers Coptadon Eroan W. Hownman
EO-@ ?207; of E1 Froo, Towna, {or the lpt Pattallion, Mojor Milton J. Lapdry
L342179), of 8ap Antondo, Tewen, {nr the 2nd Ortialion, &nd Li. Ool. Edwin
W. Richerdson {0-20830}, of Wenbbrook, Paing, for the 3rd dattalion.

An intensive trodnlog pregrrm wna inlbinted during the perisd spent ai
Jan Angelo D'Alife. When the Reglment waen witldrawn feom the line, 10% officers
and 2517 enlisted mou ewiprioed the totel streprih of Lhe Repglment pressnt
for dubtys A tobtal of 35 officorn vnd 694 enlisted man were assigned to the
Regiment ab that time, reconstructing it to veerly uvormel strsngth. The rest
bivouag afforded thess new men an opportunity to trein with apd be abasorbed

" into the Regimental Unlts.

The afternoon of Jammery 7 the Diviaiornl G-3 notified the Regiment Lthat
it was alerted, Lo he prepored to move Jrmery 9. All unita were notiried,
amd ordered to bave guertering periles sonvioting of one non-commisnionod
officer per coopfny, And ounp officer pey bottalion ot the Regimental Qommerd
Post ready to move out at O30 hours the following morning. Oaptain Rose Young
(0-34B457), of San Antonic, Teana, bthe Neglmeniel 3-3, laft with thia party
the morning of the Bth of Jamuery, but reported in whon thoy bed reburned
that there wag no euibnable Pren Por tho Regiment within the limits out ilned
by Divieisn Hemdquarters. Iikewise, nufficient trucke to move the personnsl
hmd wat hean muds avallnble, apd rasd clenrsnce edn't been groubod.

The morning of Jowmry 2, Cophalu Young went to II Qorps Heedquerters, t»
obtain an area neslgmment, f1d reported the redulb to G-3. Queartering parties
vere again arranged for, and moved oub the morniug of tha 10tk to resounolter
the ared, That aftorarcen, Lt. Qol. Wyath, the Rogimental Conmending Offleer,
aud Captain Yourg sttended & meebing hald nt Division Headguertere with Major
Goneral Fred L. Walker, the Diviniosn Commnuler. The meebing dealt with a sone
templated future cperntion which included 2 rivor crosaling and subsaguent
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On Jamary 11lkh, iesbructions wory given to ths Battelion Commanders for
the movement of the Reglueshal Combat ferm. The move WAs Lo take place the
evening of Jammry l2th. .

The initinl tnckierl diepoaition of thn Vilst Infanbry Regiment in the
month of Jdepuary, 194, coneiated of thm relinf of the Sth Armored Infantry
Regiment of the lat Armered viviaion, on Mt. Forchie, the night of Jamwery
12, The 2nd sSattnlion vea bo cocury ths ngtunl positions of the elomaube of
the Gth Armored Infantry -m b, Porebiir, with the lat and 3rd Battalions dis-
posed to the rear in ressrve, Darlpg the worning of Jamuary 12, Lt. Col,
¥yett held e nasting ot the Regiuentnd Cowsnnd. Lost with all Unit Cemmanders,
giving ordors concernityg the isminent rivescnhe, folloewing vhich the CommAndirg
Cfficer moved Lo the now feglmental ¢omarnd Foab which had been satoblished
about 1 1/8 milee nortilmeat of ligwrno, erriving thers at L5 hourn.

Hb. Porehia im relotively mooll eowprrad with the mounteinocus terrein
typlenl of btha cantrnl} part of Itrly., I4p eipvificencs ie derived from its
inoleted altneblon commnpding Lhe lew pround lying betwesn the Mb. Heggleore-
vemino hill mese to the scuth rud ifh. Troechio to the northwest. Higlwey §6
cuts across the lower northern nlopen of iit. Porchir and the ridge lino runa
approximately A mile poubh fros tint vielinity, forming two humpe &t the ex-
tremities with 8 ahnllew nrddln throuzh the conters There ls 1ithle vegetntbion
on the wountein, the nurfoce bealug extremely rocky in wost places.

The Regiment, moved up durivg the firat houre of dusk, Jepuary 12, to pre-

denignated detrucking poivta elewg lighusy #6, the historic Via Reww, end the S+ .j'

miin arterinl supply route bto tho north. From there they moved by foot into
positions The 2md Bathelion, utrder the commayd of Major Milton J. landry, re-
lisved the 1st and 3rd Unttaliona of the Gth Arnored Infantry Regiment which
vwere occupying defensive positionn alon: bthe forward slopes of Mt. Forchie,

Tha relieved unite, rospomible for Lz contipuity of the defensive plana,
furnished guldes &6 thedr ponitlonn, ~od wnintrined pabrols cwd sereenin
alaoiba to the frout spd flnnka during the operation., FPrecoordinated ertillery
haracpling fire wea laid dovn by the Flab Fileld Artillery Cabttalion of the lst
Armored Division Artillery. Mormnl rrdlo activity was paintained to prevent
gy ipdieatlion to the enemy of the sctlon tniing place. Areaa vere cutposted
immedistely, and patrols sent ont to the frowt end flopkn. Light artillery
fire vas received Intermittontly, but otherwise tho relief wee effected without
incldent, apd wes completed #h 2322 heours,

The lat apd 3rd Battrnlioun oloned jube thelr positions at 2115 hours. Bobh
Batinllons were in reserve, nod wore dinponed 4o the rear of Mt. Porochis amd

off to the left of Wiglrny #6. The Inb Zatkelion occupied ponltiond mlong
the nortimestern elopea of Mt. Gisgeio and the 3rd Sattalion wha along the
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eoutimastern slopes of Hb. furgo. Cowpnvy 'A' of the 111th Engineer fstialion,
and Company 'A' of the 111th Hedienl Baktnlion, both ettached &0 the Yilat
Regimantel Combet Tesm, bhad moved into posibion during the deylight houra of
Japusry 12, apd the Regiwmentel Crnnen and Apti.Tenk Qompanles Wers to move

in during the daylight of Jenuary 15th.

The 331at Field Artillery Battallen, previously in position, was attached
“to tha Regiment na part of tin Coshot Term ns the Regiment moved indo poaltion.
The following drny m company laas one plntoon of mediuw tenka from the 750rd
Tank BeitAlion were abkbrchrd be the Repiment for perding opereflons.

The morning of Jemwry I3th the lirgloent wae requestad to cutpost the area
hetween Mt. Porchin apd the Sritish Unite on tho left flank. Cowpery '6' waa
diresated to oubtpoat thims sres and muintain patrols to predsnigmted contact
pointes

On the night of Jrourry 13-Vt the 2pd Pntialion evgeged in Atrengbhening
its cutpost line and sandligy ocut petrele. Introl contect with the British on
the left was affected. Conpany 'F!, aftar soveral atiempts had boen frusbe
rated by enemy moptar nnd ammll erme fire, eventually succeeded in establish-
ing its oubpoet linse in the eorly mornlmg houre. The patrols whioh had been
sont ouf toward the front sontecbed enemy elements generally to the left front
of the Battalion position, in the direction of Mi. Trocchio.

. Lt. Oole. Wyatt attended o conferencs held af Divieion Headquartsra at
1100 hours Jamery 14, with the Oommnyding General, the Assiatant Divieiopsl
Uonmender, -2, the sasisbrnt 0-3, and the Qommending Officer of the 75Hrd

+ Tank Battalion. The meebing denlt with the atback on Mt. Trocchio which was

" to be launched the following mornirg. Thwt afternoon the Commanding Officer

U of the Regiment held a meeting At 1400 hrura with the Unit Coumanders of the

‘. Regimantal Combat Team Lo glve the ordera for the atiack.

Mit, Troechio lles 8bout 3 miles morthweskt of Mt, Porchia, its long axis

f.- following & northemst-soutivestern direction. It towers well sbova Mt. Forchia

and ccouples a commArdivg porition cvaer the surroundiog grourd, guarding

the Rapido River to the wost heyond the mountain, and the aoubhern and sfatern

approaches to Casslno, reverrl mile~a nortimant on Higiway #6. The sides are

extremely steep and rocky. im Fletn in A msadiuvm aized hill south of the acuth-
ern slopee of the mountnin. The rurrcundivg Ares, including the low ground
betwean Mt. Porchin apd Mb. Trocchlo conniate of low rolling terrain.

The objective of the ntinck, to ba cxecutod in conpjunction with the 135th

Infantry Regiment of the 3/ith Diyieion on the right, wae to seize Mt. Trocchlo
. 8nd the area to the south amd weat including la Piste and the high ground

-
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beyord Lo bhe Rapido River. Uhe Regimentnl cohjeetive wea to thke the ®outhern
. tip of Ht. Troechio, In Fihtr, And Hbe high ground to the ﬂmlt.h and west, and
~"  to oukpost tha Anpide. Alr support to inglude hevy bombongs of enemy inastall-

Atione Bud supply reubten eroupd Nb, Treschio end in the viciniby of Gen Angele

in Teodice hrd boen requested for the Bfternoon. The Regimental plan of stteck
F ealled for the 2nd ned 3rd Oattnlionns to nthteek ebresxat, the 2Znd on the right
- apd the 3rd on the left. Tha let Dattnlion wme to move into & reserve position
| -Along the amithern rlopns of ¥t. FPrrehin, The fassult echelone were bo .

inflitrete into ponition in the low ground batween Mt. Forchie apd Mt. Troechio

during the first houre of darkoess on Jeminry 14, apd launch the attack et

0630 houra Jemary 15.

During the ofternoon of the 1l4th, the Reglwental Coumand FPost wes moved
forvard Lo a point on thm acuthesatern Alopes of Mt. Porchie, sbout 1) miles

stutlseet of San Vittore dal Llazio.

i Availehla intelligence infermnbion comcerning onemy disporibions indicated
Lhat the Regimentel objrckive wan defended by bhe 134th German Infaubry Regiment,
scéupying positions ruoning geverally oouth from Highway #6 alorng the acubthe
exatern slopes of lit. Trocchlo, reronn thie railroad bed, apnd past la Plete to
the vicinity of Oern Martivn. Additiows] information indicated that bthe enemy
unites were under normel ntyergbh, with elemente of the Herrmann Goering Division
en resarves. Infeorences were that the enomy would defend elong his lins as long
ap feraible, ard Lthen robrest to the RApido River line to defernd mgaliust a
crossing.

Under cover of derknesn on Jnpuery My, the 2rd Battalien end 3rd Settalion
woved inko pomitlion to Jtunch the ntteck. The initiel objective of Lthe Z2nd o
Babterlion wee to work Ats wey to the atream llne running through the low .
. ground between Mt Feorchia and Mt. Treoachilo. This was mccomplished during
i the firat hours of darkucan on tha night of Jumayy 4. During this period
the 3rd Battalion was nloo closing in and reachad 1ts initial pogition on the
left of kie 2pd Batinlion st 003J houra Jrumary 15. Combat patrols of platoon
Bbrength went out fron both Battalions t> #u cutpost line 300-400 yarde in
front of the wein peeibione ond duyg Ine Uontect was meintained batween ){(
nite

s

Battalions with the 135th Infruotry deglment on the right, apd the British U
on the left.

During the night of Jrwnnavy M, the remoining units of the Regimental
Qcmbat Teem were likewine dlaplreed ferwerd. The let Dattelion moved up o ite
reserve poaition juat amih of Mbt. lorchis, Tho Anti-Tank Cowpany platoon
with 75w gune woaved Lukn the srme locality, with ike wigeion to protect against
8n enemy attock from the direétion of tho valley scuth of Mt. Trocehin, or frou
Mighvay #6 on the north. ©-nynny 'A' of the 753rd Tank Battallon maved up to
8 forward poaltion on the forwnrd nlopes of 8%. Porchis, prepared to support
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the attesi by [irtw s bnrpete of opportuuity . The 15lat apd 132pd Fileld
Artillsry Patialiona, the Inthor sitrghed for Lhe pending operation, vere to
exaeubte Firs missions co enlil. They were Lo Iny dusn ap initial berroge
copmonc ing at 0530 houra, Jamnry 1%, oni LiThiog 2% 0630 houra.

The abtick wra Irnnehad ah 0430 boure, Jawngy 15th, the 2nd and 3rd .
gattnlicns abroast, With Cooprnies 'E* rpl 'FP on the ripght ond Conpanics
IRY mapd 'L op the lefb. Fetrola Jad mit, with She remeinder of the
atteckling ochelens infiltrrkivg through bobilod Lhom, greduelly increraing
the patirols Lo platoon and gosprry strength. The enewy defanscs wore well
conatructed in posibiong r{Tarding them opportune observation of our
sctivition. The diffieulty wna countersd by bhe use af gwoke shells which
purtially ooneenled the movamsnin of Lho L3098 krosps.

Dehermined resinkinge wsn pub up by Lho eoowey, sepecielly along the
aouthern secbor ln bhie yieivity o ln iintn npd nonth towdrd Ceon llortimd.
The Regiment succseded, housyer, iun werking through to ite objsctivea. The
2nd Battnllion attempbed throaghoab the operAbiog &3 fully coordluste its
achivities with the 135th Infenbry Hegimenb which wae attacking on the
Regimsntal right finnk. A% 1020 houre, Jemwopy 15, tho informebtion wae
recelyed that the 135th Reglmeut bnd koken HilL #1231, further north on Hb.
Trocchio, with Lithle remintapce, mud 19d roquertcd thet bhe 2nd Dattelion
push forvard with them. By 1240 Lours the 135%h Heginent had seiZed all theip
objeativos an fib. Trocehis, and the ODattellons of the Liiat Infantry Zegiuent
werae working through Yo theirs.

The forverd movemenh, primerily hy infilbrntion Yootica, continned
throughout the afternosn. At 00 hoara, Jamonry 1%, Lb, Gol. Wyatt reported
to Division Headquerkers thnb sverything wen proceeding omasthly. By 1800 hours
the Fforward patrolz hnd arossed beyond their fipal objectives, and by 0600 hours
Jamey 16, the remninder of the units hbd iufillrated through to the Timl )
objsctivens., Forverd potrols from hobh the 21 amd 5rd Jattelions hed gops
Porward 42 cross bthe Hrpido Lilver, with insbtructlioue to lock for wine fields,
tooby treps, routes of nppronch, poenible {ordiyg apobs, ensmy delencive
ivetellotions, amd genorRl terrain fofturna. Fobtrol cnbbet throughout, the
night vap naintelaad with the 355th Infanbry on the right flock, and with the
Britlah Units on the left.

Followling tYhe maceenafnl overatisg culmipiting in the selzuare of Hd.
Troechlo, the 14lst Infantry fimpluent vwAs disposed occeupying positions de-
ferding Mt. Trocehio, In DIletr, rwi bha high ground 4o the eouth awd west
toveard Cesa Martipa. eperelly the lincs poralieled the course of Lhe
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Rapido Rivar, the noxt ohfaelize o0 the Reghbinnt, The lat Battelion moved
inks reaerve peositlon aloeyg the aroblwyn reveren slopesa of Hit. Trocehioc. The
sthear unlts of thno ]lpgjmmgt't] Gt Targ, likowine belrg moved forward, Were
disposed within the nroa hetwean Mt, Troceido sud lt. Porchla.

in preparation for the sonbemplictad erossing of the Hapide River, nightly
' patrols ware orgnnized to cross the River. The course of Lhe Repids River
) alopg the Regimental sector, ko the weob of L. Trocchio from Highway 76 on
¥ the norkth to Ban Avgelo in Toolion P% bhe south, followa & northeastern-scuth-
woobern dirsction. Tha initinl intelligence InCormation aecured by the patrols
gave some indieation of the difffceltlen Lo bs encountered. The maln fenture
of the Repido is Lhe swiftoans of ite current that floded approximately
five mwiles ap hoyr. As o yesult, & deep chonnel had G53E gt With-nearly
vyértiorl banke from 5 ke four feeb high. The sversge width of the River was
not over 15 yerds, but tta depth, dropping sbruptly from the bhenke to from
10 to 12 feet in the center, preeented nn additiopal hnzard. Trbtrols from the
2yd npd 3rd Dattaiions durivg bthe eorly houre of Jamsry 16 crossed the Hiver
\/ and brought back thet informrtion pud the oot Llab the bridge in the vieinity
of Ban Angelo in Teodice hnd been bloin by the retreating encay.

During tho morning of Jananry 16, I, Col. Wyett athended B conference
with the Divisiomel Comarpder, At 1115 hours, %3 discuss the noxt 1‘.ngiment‘.h1
moves Ooapany 'A' of the 755rd Tank fettnlion was relioved from attachment to
the hlat Negimontel Conbnt Tesm. Arpengemento vere made with Conpany A' of

. bhe 1l1th Engineey Dattnllon for them to provide the necessary rubber
¢ollapsibls boats to ewahle jotrols to cro:n the Repido River. The plens
called for ona erglpeor Lo Reeompnry cnch howt, and to search for mines at

., the embarking sl debarking polntn.
Al

The petrols which crossed Lhn IApide River the night of Jemary 15~ 17 wers
able to hring back informntion concerning the auemy defensive installationa.
Tha 2nd amd 3rd Battelione orch scub oub twe patrols to crows BY prodasignated
points, using collapsible rubher honto.

Only one patrol from tho 3rd Jathnllon wog able to cross the Iiver, becouas
of the difficulty encountered in unirg the rubber boatm in the awift current.
1% crossed in the viginlty just nerth of 3nu Angelo in Teodics. The patrol
reportod that the treon slops the Biver bnd hoon cub back to bebter the enemy
chasrvetion apd afford him a field of fire, myx that there Were niyy encwy
' aubomatic wenpon lnatallntions nlong the wentern bonk. A duble apron of barbed
wire fence had baen orected movernl tmndred yerds inlend, rumning perallel with
the River. The 2nd Jatbtalion pntrola were more successful, both patrols getbing
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across about &8 wile furthier north, In tho vicipliy of the lnrge '87 hend the
finpido forma. Hoebh of Lheas pokrola yeported a doublo #apron of barbed wire fence
hiad baen strung alowr the weatern bank in bhet vicinity.

On the night of I6.17 Jemnory, (~trolr alao mainteined contect with the
let Pattalion of tho Mi3rd Infrnkry Heglment which moved in further south
on the Regimenkal 1ofi flank.

During the dorknaen hetween Jdnrunry 16 aod 17, troope from the 11llsh
Evglnoer d#stinllen roucceedod in opaning iLbe supply route 2a far ne 3an lucia,
A small villege on b= Iowor aeathern slopes of Ht. Trogchios. The rond had
baen mined hy tho covwye By noon of Gbe 17th, Bigluay £ 6 wse oponed as [Rr
norti &8 the smbbera bree of Hbe Trocehiloe At 1800 hours, Lt. Col. Wyaid
attamind & meabing with Lim Comnrdding General of the Diviolon to dlncuas
the contemplated rlver oreoasluge.

Beyond contimed patrol nebivity, tectichl movemsnis for the night of
Jamary 17-18 censlated sf the 200 Pettnlion'a displacing forward on the low
ground to the mouth Apd went of 116, Tronehio., OUonpany 'A' of the 2nd Chemionl
Dattallon, which bad been attnched &5 the 1ot Regimental Combat Term, moved
in to the rear and right of tho 2vd Onttrliion. The Anti.Tank Company of the
Rogiment also displaced forward, mavine Into posltion to the rear of and
betwoen the 2nd apd 35rd Brttnlions. fernoolig artillery f£ire to tle in with
the contemplated patrol rcblyity for the nipht of January 1Tih had besh @rrarg-
ed with the 131at Field Artllinry fnbiellon.

The 3rd night patroln Il gone ouk Lo rrose the fapide, the night of
Jamery 17-18, Bivielon Meadguirtera had requeated that the activity be
poncentrated on obtAining Information of anomy abrong peinta agrosa the River,
identifiecatlon of enemy units, and possible routes of sccesw slonz the
fpprosohss {rom the eask. ’

The 3rd Batsrlion peirola, attompbing $o crose went of tho Hegimental
soubharn sector, enn-untored o greot darl of difficulty with the rubber boatas
tnd mine fielda mlong the afntern beoka of the Hiver. Enomy nriillery

congcentratlons furtber woperad their wovements 8pd only one patrol wes abls
to get Aacross the River.

The 2nd 3nbtalion pitrola, one From Sonpiny 'BY apd one from Company 'F',
hed more succasse The dnltisl plan bnd heen bto work the potrola acroas, have
them eatablish n ntrong polpk on bhe fny benk by digging in, 8nd then to build
them up to platoon akrargih And pend feglers cut from that point further inlam.
The 'E Compnuy patral, under Lb. Gabrind L. Mevarrettd (0-2055833), of El Faso,
Toxna, crosaed &8nd was ebie to ndvenne nonrly 800 yarde west of the Rivere
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They than notified the platoon, roamsiunity - long the egetern bank of the River,

to croswe.. Am poon BR the plataon hnd crosqed, enomy wachlpe gune further inlanmd
opened up on the patrol. Tho plnkaen Lrisd Lo rransuver #o0 2s Lo flank the guna
apd ald the patrol, bubt encounferid Lenyy wanll arma 2nd morbtar fire.s The petrol
srgrged in & running rire fight which Jonted nenrly twenbty minutes. Sevorel

maw, including Lt. {lmyerrebte, wore wounled, but ALl our men were succosefully
v ayncunbed. LLt. Mavarrette, Althongh weounded ip the shoulder, swam back across
the River. Enemy chpusltlen ineluded four killed and eight wounded.

The gollnpaible rubber bonts hnd egain denonstrated that they were innde
aquates for the tark of croeaing the Rrpfdo. The current whs far too swilt,
fpd the boste eapeized rendily In the swirling wnter. In addition, omall
nhell fragments emally punctured the rubher, rerdoring the bhoat useless. Five

~ Of the seven boata uamed by the 'R’ Compray patrols the night of Jamusry 17 ‘
wers loat.

\ The patrols reconnpiraspoe dincloncd Ehnt the enemy had formidable maghine

gun installations belind bedge linos runnivg parallel with the River, and thet

tHe guns were so empléced 8o ne Lo cover cich othor. The reporte alao confirmed

eerliar information that eprons of borbed wire had bean atrung in tha aren he-

©  biaen the River and tha meln enomy poaitions further inland.

During the alternoen of Janurry W, engincerr laid a pmoke scroan elong
Highway #6 from the vicinity of Mb. Forcliirt nouth to the road junction leading
off to Ban Vittore, to ohacura evomy sbnopvnbion of that area, and sctivifien
~ taking place alorng the road.

Oovopamy 'AT &6f the 111bh Engineer Brttnlion wen relieved from attachwent to
the 141et }iegimenbal Combat Temm Japunry 10, Durlng the night of January ’
1819, sevaral of the Unlta within the Reglimental Conbet Team changed pn!itien-
The Uannon Qompany moved intc concealed ponitjonm in the vicinity of 3an luaia
. apd det up their 75wm snd 10%mm gune. The 1ot Unttolion displacaed forwerd
i~ wlightly from thelr fermer position., Company 'A' of the 2nd Ohemical Battalion
moved intp the same looality as the Cennon Cooptny.

On the afterncon of Jemusry 13bh, the li~gimentnl Comonnd Post was woved
to bhe southenet slopen of M. Troechlo, aboit two miles northeast of 3an
Argelo in Teodice. Thot rfteritaon, the 2nd Dnttmlion of the 19th Engineer

Regiment weg abtaghed to the Mlst Megimentnl Cowbrt Teom.

Purthier pabrol) acbivily wid engnged 1o durisg bhe night of Jamuary 18-19,
Al Jenuary 1920, in preporation for the Approsching orodeing of the Repldo
Rlye. Htrong patrols from cmach of the Battalionn were uaed, &@nd the miesione
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weara ailmilnr to thone of the pregioue nighta.  The tactienl plans ealled for

the pntrols 0 eroma the Linpldo dn rohber honta, catrhlishing atrong polntas

on the Tar alde, rwd than wotify tho plrbsonn remnining an the esat bank and have
them work seross, buildiyg the gnbrola op Lo platom strangths  The prtrola

weuld then work out from thet point. DOobh nighte, severe difficulties were
snountered.,

The primary difficulty wAs with eronaing in the rubber boats, alihough
the patrols were also hempered grently by the resiastance the enemy offersd
with atrong mochine gun, npnll ryma Apd mortAr flre. Thie increased the
difficulsies of croseing, nwd wade reecomminanres on the western side of
the Aiver extromely difficnit. Hoveynd of the prérols were fble to moke
tholr way sorosa both nights, nud vere nble bs gother vAluable information
noeded in plennlrg the Rivr cronnbig. The night of Jewuary 19th, the
prirols were incréaped in atrenghh, and A oone of sriillery fire directed
gf Lho enemy poalbions, simuintluog so aftrek, in order to foroe the endmy
to dienglone his gun atrensth Ayl gositionn,

e b o e it 4 PR ARt e o W e

Tha attenpt to oross the linpido Hiver wea asgheduled {or the night of
Jamary 20-21. The Z6th Divieion Fileld Order covering the operntion wea
{amued Jeguary 18th, cREALRIT THE TrdeFd Ter the l4let Regimental Comhat
Team, directing bhat kwo niteliopa of #hir 141at Infantry Regiment attock
across the Rapide comeucing At 2000 hers Jegunry 208he  The 13rd Infantry
Rgiment wam ordered to atitack in conluustion with the Mlat, sending twe
pattalions noross the River soubh of San Awgelo fnd cooparating with the
M1at in the ceplure of Snn Angslo the following day by attecking from the
south. The 34th Divielon on the Réglmental right flank was to nake & de- R
monatration further nerth, hut wes not to eross the Rlver. 1II Corps Artiller, o
wan directed to fire proprratory flros to reduce enemy Installations alorg A
the western bank, praceding the 14lst Combat Tenm Artillery Fire. ‘ oo

The Aegimental Fleld Order wae ismued the 19th of Jamery at 1400 hours. - "¢
The lst and 3rd Dattalions were dirsoted to move lnte & fipnl segembly nres, s
loceted within the hill defilede hetweown tlie gouthern tip of M, Troocchio, .
and La Pleta to the scuth, durlrg the hoore of derknews on January 19-20, froo S
which polnt they would move forward to meke the orscesing. To aid in !
the attempt the 2ud whirlion, in leginental feservé, woe opdered to make

a demonsbration croneing in the ylelnity of Sen Argelo, approximntely one mile

Bouth of the proposed crogasiry sites. : .

The let Settnlion cbjective eonrinted of the high ground dus west of the
erossing mite, 1000 to 1500 y,rda inlned, while the 5pd Sattalion, ueing the
anme erofieing poinke leter wers Lo move Lo the nouth aboub the same distance
inland, 8nd teke the high groumd to the woot behind San Angelo.

[
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The coraningn were £ be ehteapbod 30 bthe vicinity of the '8' bend or
tha Eepido River, silbnnbed rhout & @ile west of the southern tip of Mt. Troechio
and epproximntely in front of the middle of the hegimentel aector. Compppics
Iat, it amt 'C'y cropsipg Cirat by weens of yrubber assault bsato were ko
irunch bhie akteck ab 2000 heurs Joponry 20, Af 2100 houre the rifle coopanien
from the Srd Battelion had bhe wiseion of coming uext, by weans of foob
A wridges 4o be Inetolled north spd nouth of tho '3 bond. losvy werpons elemonts
- erd the Battslion Headqunrters Compraiecs of hoth Battalions were te follow bn
‘ the foot bridges.

The erginserlnyg oquipnent necennnry for bhe operation woe spolted by the
2nd Battalion of the 19%h Englurcer Regluwent. In eddition, they were directed
.bp install en Peton InfRnbry support bridge by 2400 houra Lhe night of bthe
attack to enabln the Reglmentol opd nthnlion Anti-Tank cloments ard vohiculsy
traffie 2 cronn. lhey alto furpinhed piider Lo lead the men through the mine
— flelde to the crossing silben, mid perescnnel Lo sperate the bost crossirge. The
i Cennon Qoupainy moved inko firing positions in the in Picts hill defilnde on
Jammry 20th, prepnred Lo oupport the ntirek ou the 2lat by direct fire on tergeta
of oppertunity. Comprooy 'A' of the 2nd Chewicnl daktalion wes prepared Lo exec-
‘ ute smcoke missions on osrdere  The 155th npd 175th Field Artillory Battaeliens
b _had been placed in support of the 131lsk (ield Artillery Battelion, to execute
' the artlllisry berreges.

During the dey 11 Bt houre of Jrpwary 20th, the lot sud 5rd Jattalions
woved into the forwnyl naancwhly nren. Engincering equipmont wae brought for-
T ward, am plagced inn bonk dump near the £lmml sesembly orea. At 0850 hours
Ccaptain Young, tho Regimoutnl 3.3, checked nrrrangementa with the Noglmental
Communieotione Officer for tha lefing of wire for the nights operabtlon. Lines
from the forwerd Reglacubnl switeh Wnd to be pub Into eech of the Jaktalion
Commend FPosta, bthe Linol rancahly nrer, nod the proposed crossirg sites at the
River. During the morning 023 nobiricd gepbrin Young thet the rifle unite
voutld nee red amoke rifle greunden to tidicnte aopot targeta and orernge emoke
hand grensdes with time fuses, ploged vell ohoad of our units, to indicrte ;
eney lines of rosistnnce, Thene rigunls would serve as criillery registering

;' polnta.

H

' An edditiom] comunlcation mozyicn wno wode available for the river

IO operatian in the fora of esrrior pigoons. Light were furnished to the Regiment

: by II Corps, tho phgeen lofh hefug lmaked nb Il Corps Heedquarters. The 36&h

N Division had comauntention naryieen ot Lhe foft to forward and hurry any incom-

‘~} ing information imuedintely. The pigrons were to be used only in case of
emergency.

: The Regiaental Mein Line of Hesiotenee rin gencrolly north and aouth, froo
e the forward eleprs of !ft. Trocchio, namth cersas the high ground wedt of la
Piete to the lower pround opponite San Amgelo in Teodice. Tho stream line

O - 10 -
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S Ll wodd e gyt v ly oy jled with o bbie liow, bne teriedn riving greode
unlly towerd Lhe oosb fosy Mhe adver 2 L0 oruard slaped a0 (i, Troaeahio,
apd W& ileta Curthor 2sobhe o0 L Pl v asesbly ores do the Will defilede
pebween b, froochio spd i tiers, She lob ood rd Sotbelions hed t3 wmove
ELroogh ole open berpada Lo bhe 'S bond ceassing 3ites approxizntely one
mile L3 the weak 0@ alightly avrth.

The groved on the void ro oide of Lhe ldv-r wes _eners iy 1w greund rising
beward thoe rnat. G928t of the lorpnin woa clsregtorined by spen rolling fields
inbereroaard Gish hedpe lineo ong dr v 0 witolen. . Lhin fringe af trecse
elang bhe ddver bod seon ot ore’ o afferd the encwy better ocboervetion of
the River #p-rovchen.  Rpeay dofenars unres ortuized behind bhe bedoe lines
ranming through the sper groond, nod rlon the rond running throogh this rrea
north fros S58n Anselo Approvi-obedy OO 9onda Pror the Giver, sub arpronching
to within 200 yerdn 0 the vicinity o the 'SF sends fAjrona of borved wire
fencea were ushryng fcorpnes the Fioldo betweoo Lhe ro'd 1ad bthe Liver. This
was the w Lure 20 Lhe berrrin the isht Heg dvnnkel Conpsd Temw had $3 onbbrok
cerees @8nd selize [row tne encoy.

An inbense srddilery borrs o owon Indd dsin mdor $0 bin ot sek, by 11
vorps hrtillery ond the Arbildicry onite atbrched b2 bha Comord Teaw, 1ifting
to deeptr torpels oe the stboek yrogreoncd.s Jver 31,000 rounds were pourcd
into the enemy sasit sug, naturnbling the tres with one round far every 6
gguare yorda wibthin Lhe rree eoncorpeds b 015 houre the alteoroson pre-
coding the atirek, Ame-ricon plenes porformod 0 boubing miasion pn the vesbero
aide of tho .epido norbh of dan An o la.

dy 1BQO hours, Jsnurry 20, the sastulh clepcuto of Lhe Ist Jdateslion,
Companiss 'AT, 0P and 'Qf hed obloreed the £3unl navenbly eroe Bnd wero
proceeding to the Ewglneeripg bont duwp Lo plek up bhelr conts rnd puldes.
During the Afternson encmy shell fire hed destroved several of the bkrobte within
the dump, amnd st tlio look mipule refiosipnacnts of boat tesmo hid to be wode.
Thia wea acromplished mod the bort tenssr [roceeded toward bthe crossing sites at
the jilver, led hy the eglucer puides. Onpleip peumsn, bthe Commending OFflcer of
the lst Battelion left the duwmp b 1600 bars with 2 wire porty to estnhlish
the lsbt Jattalisn forured Copmopd asb o8 bl olver.

Ths initiel diffleuvltine of thr operrhinn were encountered in ehtewbing
to geb the boot teons bo the eravnin, allcd, Uonpoay '0Y left the hoot dump
in a galunn of hort trmae ab 1907 e, proeccoding bowerd bhe Kiver, amd by
1950 hours bath Conrprry 'A' nnd Uomgeny T07 hed otertcd on thelr way. whlle
proceeding frog the dwmep Lo the arwain, oite, bhe enginser guides with '3/
Conpany misaed the proper turning paiob lerdins Lo the '$t berd, and led the
Company gevernl hmdred yroedo pont mo! indo the Yieinity of the Jottalion
Fowerd Comungd Fast. The enbirmy hed bz oe terned, snd o greet deal of gonfus-
ton rosulted, during which s enewe rtillery onrre e wea laid luto the
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aref, Severtl wen, inclading weptrio geleer b, fnpmanson (C-754116) of
Wharbon, Tewxtn, were killed, nod svry twenty verc woumded, Bgong bhem

Lbe Fr&in e Tally (0-1305747) »f Lhiengoe, 1llinois. In spite of hino
woundo, hwever, Lt Tully woag inpgely ipatrumental in reorrenizing bhe
Sompany npd pontiening fb on itw mianion. Floslly he collapased and was
avacugted. 3evernl of the bvts Wwd ceecw destrsyed durlng the shell fire.

dy 2030 houra, ewgineering puldes hed reported to Capteln iewwan that
'A' Compeny rod 't Comproy brd rercled bhe Liver with their eguipment.
inter reports, howey oy, iniferted Lmb TAY Coaprpy hnd gcen led intz 2 owone
field ond stranded, Ll cpsdveer quiden hevips lsst their was becoruue the
white tero orrkin: the clesred lenon fmd boen lost or destroyed. Lb. Winrren
G Jenalpy (O-13000F0R) »f L. ¥ernon, Indinpe, wes woundod while leadinz the
gwpany b2 the iver, rud Tto Tlopense [ Artymovich (0-1284411) of Detroait,
Sichiven, todk aver the ooy rod L Ahempled Ko contoet the dattelian
Comgdar . ALL hia efforte foilod, Lheower, and L. Artysovich sttochied his
comeerny to Srd U bbniion nlewsats whleh hnd gore up to awalt the instellation
af* the fast wrid, en.

Phe wony ny V3T anides livewise Poiled t5 seb thelr Conprny thiroegh to the
cra2asin, siten. Follmdinmg bhe eorlicp dinsgnonizetion of the Congeny, two
afficern were 3cnbt Lo reconnviber yuthe throogh the aine Cields b the lidver.
They were awtole b2 locofo Lo (nbho, however, &od rt 0230 houre, Jonuery 21,
captein sewarn ted the o oy Bhirowsh L2 Lhe viginity af the 3! bend. The
men af tie Coopooy Lhen rbbeaptod o liunch ke ssouib oabs, bub all their
efforts vere uttvalilin . [I'he goteep sonkic Pud aliift current zede it impossiile
o get the oxsta fota bRl sdver wpripght ond [ rovent bhep from copsizing.
3hell frogwenta deatroyed tua of tha rubser beeta bhe Goampany hod, wnd the men
woere bLhen ordered ta disperae in the rrec rod vwaib the faotoridges.

Heovy enony roalabenee woa cpeounbored thwroughout these operetione, ond
the tritilery pnd moarbor eouceupbr-tisng directed et the eroselng asiton were
the primery ddac aling and disor, vuishy; fachor. Siorliing eonstently under
Ehe well eoordinnted cueiy ire, Lho units uyore uuzole bo proceed g plenued.

Feriadie reparbs e the Prood tnd ubry wegdeent peceived &b the heg-
tmentrl Cowsend .20k dodbes L0l Lfed BL v g s dua experdencing slwiler difficul-
tdes in otheaptin, Ly eron cacth o of seoan,eloe Lee Joapray hod Juccoided
in erasaing by bocta, by Ut hoans, vy 20, hot nll atbewpta bo lpatall
frot hrid es hrd foiled, rud Pley were Lhon f bhom ting &3 Laprovise wonden

brideag.

R g

’.”iIET

;/

/ D
(
/



DFQLRQ’ [ |
5 ir’é,y"t F‘ff'(lfl'fUF’ ORI g

P

o/

hewed HARA, parr ZJS/%.CHON 3 3, M ]2 350/7

StthT

ay ot 3 tho foob brid ceo the crd te

abbom b bo ool e oy
Lalisn perdonpel vore Loroaew ; veanborrd cprent diffioully. L the
Lour oaridoon which vrre Lx o= dnstedl b, apo yra g fectlve nod pever bzien
irna the (n__JH{‘}{ r oditop. Ao ‘iva ool been denteoyed Lo o omine Lield en route
o bhe siver, and o {hird deoteeend b bhe viednity 2P the crosslog site oy
artillery fire. llence ouly 2ne eervienible foot pridpe was svoiloble ob the
eroselng slite, bub it wao fianlly duatnlled iu oplto of thy Jilfisnliios and
the enomy Dire follia: Do bhe nrero 5,00 0n - supyg, the e isentel 5~3, oand
caypbely Ld or Jord (ORI T0%Y af nak, Foeos, Whe Spd mbbplion Je3, were nb
the ersaing el were lnobyue nbed bg diresbio ) bhe lostallutlon. fosmibinhely
gapuatea PTAY Aand P4 were pec Wb o sl ol sere over shorbly eltor D00

t!

houys, Jomery 21.

[ I

Uontlmged rod o7 eat by eneay serbse ad o ebibbory Plrg oo b

guatront the preocod o, e et e yere cilered, azbh wonoded oad kille

ad. After Qwaprnien TAD sab Pt 1, Lhe epginesr porooanel wore
fapacd H3 sonpd s bhe orilpe cog e o coneenbrebion of inedilng fire.
gubnogirnt ba Bt Klee, wnly ¢ Pew owom Ueon by TUV sueeesded dn ettty

ELASN 4

The Dwd ogrhbnlion racoulb olow ol bd aoen Sale by earpy bhelr achodule
through 8 Irr 5o sobiio; b bbe ver, soh pooe af She eloac by erassed bhe
nijht of Japuery Z0-21. Only 20 frddie Wl corn lootalled, oud opihs of
t!m Iat Wttelion were dvan priwiby o vealwd nergas Plpaet.  sbhoasho oy Bhn
Aud Zmtielion of the 6h fo o o wnt L conetrush the eight ton ialeabry
support bridos hed been el b Seosipnied. A6 2400 houra, Jewarey 21, it
ety osbviona bhat bhe copport brbdoe noulde’t e iustnlled thet nijht, anbie
fank ond vehloulny elewments bt nd s aohesinled 82 cro9s vere nstified o
raniin In bthelr former ;ositi-ne.

AL 0515 hioara, Jame vy 21, fenor U oLe s, W10, Bler Awodstent Divialopal
Cmn:mndcr, v arderag St 211 edego b abi1l uw Shile side of $he alver be
withdeawn Lo bhe atacabdy mrer g fore doppronk, eud ek bBac noa uhe
sunsoeded in pgeblly, varace o fostraetod by ldg dnowb thelr presonb bositioos
and hold.  Ihis order 85 dvsn L2 Bhe Ist vue Tpd abinlion {orwerd doauind
smbo, ~od the uniba eb Lhe wigin 'y oI vy prosslu; sites withdesun. Lb. Col.

ddwin W Hiehnrdoon, the 3rd » ttollon Cooweling o0rieer, ©au weobonin Pord,
Lhir Spd dattalion -3 wepn womsled ni, bthe bridge erogsing aof fird to be evae
uated.

ALY conhaet with the gen o cpoea bhe wopido v Laal by the worning of
dotmery 21, and Bhelr vheranhorbks oo Bl weastoen b3 sma moy ¥ oreesaesbely
determined. #11 cticn, s o catonlish eopuonic: bions with Lhen vere inefl-
cotunl. The apup 27 an-pic o a1l rpn Ulre heord during the worning el d7y,
piogy et gsved anbsb nbliolly inland fros the Llver

L

hmyever, ivdictied thed She
toinrd the woask.
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Information rataived Irom savam b wmandad wen wio minaged btu work thoir
wiy trok during the dayli_ht indtentnd that the unita uceress Lhe [ivar on tha
wiat bank had miffarsd honvily, (onsbnnt ahelling of thelr positions pra-
venkad any aflacturl voov anizstiion o the man ar Ay further progress tows pd
abjsobives, ALY communiantian wea hopsiasely tmspnd ropdir. gngutlilen
inoludad kil lad, wmundad, nind ~ona espbupad; snd 26 L2000 hours Janunry 21,
The Rogimanta b 5-3 asbimntsd thet the Ragimant had guffered & 73 reducbion
in gtrength.

Lt. col. ywytE held n waatiyg b bha jegimantel gommand poat at 400
fronra, Jumuary 21, ®ith tin it gowssrclary of the Degimental gombnt Team.
Flang more made for conbimiing His =tiempb to onphbure bhe ohjectives noross
tha pivar. Orlginally tha plun #in Lo aross b noon, with the 2nd and 3rd
pattaliong ag ngesullt almnanta,  jiy dirsobion of the govmanding censral of
the Diviailon, howovar, H-haur win ank Inal anbil 1200 hoeurs, and wag jater
dalayad until 2W0 hours, Jamapy 71, dun by [nifure of erossing squipment
te arrive on Cime and meaiinnioal diftionliias,

The erogsing weag agin abfemptad nb 2300 hours, January 21, by the 2ud
and 3rd pattalions, with aimilar miasiong, equipment wnd plans, The liird
Infantry Reglmant wag again ;nin %o crons on the yegimental left {lank,
seuth of gan Angelo.

gimilar diffieuitias, both meahauieal =nd dus to enemy fire, wers encount-
ared that tnd besen axpariencs:d the wi it bofors. The wsswult boats were
Again proved btotilly inndoigutte Jor tho trak. Many capaized in the swift
currant, and othera wera rendsrod vige lane by snemy mortar tnd artillery firaes.
The shgingsr foot bridges wyrs liknwign wranbinfuctory, thou_ h some of the
peracnial ware uble to croga Piaraby. $he majority of men who croasssd did
#o by meAna of improvisad foob bridgan.  Minan nleony the approaches Lo the
croasing, sltea orsated addibionnl sericus hnsards.

in ppike of the ditficulkians, nawrly w1l the unita wore able bo et

Rorors the Eapido the nijht of ihin Diali of Jnminry. By 0055 hourg Jannary
22, pomprny 'R' wis Aacroad ood ewptng Tt foliowsd iemedintely. The gag-
imsnta Ll gommAnding officer, Lh. polb. gyt had left the jJegimental gommand
Post a2t 2000 hours, and wank be she forwird Ro,tuoubrl gomaand Post to stay
in cloge contact with the prososidings.  The Jrd pibbalion, then under the
command of MAjor Foberb . Laebnflay (U-3ii93) ol Brackenrid,s, Toxas,
mioosadad in ereo bting mud wyinbnining n fool firldge scroas the FRpido south
of the tgf band, aind by 037 houven, Jenunry 22, gt snd 'Lt QompRnies had
arossed to the mest lenk, 11 gowpony onesnthorad greatb difficulty in turn
with Lha rubber assaulb bonba snd a4 fool brid,a Lhoy had sescursd from the
en,inasring dump, end hnd bemwn nhle tu peb only n Lew of thelir men 8sorossg

T
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Gogrrny P10 oweo Uik taa debryed, thu b oannll elesents succeeded in cpoasing

juat befsre down.,

Sleeeabs of the 2d ped Sod b
praive, sl Zoeptolen T ead N0 oer s
atiork ly aftor 9400 hoven Jraanry 02,

etesunrherd and Headgquorbors U oo-
Dyt ihely aftor the rifle conjuniczsa,
grvhor and arbillary Pire lind nst
heen gttt o Tahendve v oconeenbrobed Lo 1L Ied ee Yhe previoug night, bhub
A3 bBecomivy tworsaaincly pewy bouopd morning . 3y 0930 hours, Companiss T8Y,
Tty b, LY, TR Aapd MR, ope cdesspba ool L ovedies 1Y end P and of botk
Jettallon Hendrutphers o Jhsagnnrboyn U Ainles Were dgprosd.

ALL ebbempba bo Jpai il o vipg b hriden wore ansSucaadaul, el vere Shuoe
dopned 8102 Beara, Joopr o U gl the somiecers ordared 4o bring up o oyl
inatall 8 dsiley bridpe dostend, Uhe project was coprled forward, preparations

Pl st cathered din the vicinily af tae 150
seed of bhe fdver by DATQ bueps, Joonere 2200 Laewy fires, houever, frustrosed
nry affectim] afCforte Lo ooapleta by 5o .‘1!1!=t13n. At U630 hours Division leod-
quertiry nobified Lbo Oode dyatt tbecn b oners 1 0 lker wanted work on Lhe bridge
conbliniad in spite of ancoy fire. Thia was coeplizsd wibh, bul the abtempis
wers ineffegtue i

deports geesived frog bbe Ded sufiutry deglment bhrsughout bho vighbt
inlizatad that bhey hed el 1L ew fro L cnbbing 2orosss  dy O35 hours
they reporbed one BRbolisn rorposos, fod 7L U000 hizape, that 811 bhelr units
wirg foroad rovl wera eeeciving heovy worber oud prtillery Tirse.

In srider tn obhnonyo shicn of units zerosa Lhe Biver, freange
menta hrd hesa wtds b pitee o 2ty ot bans Lhe sapido and on ot, Trocchls,
wefare down an Jronrry PP hioowork g9 deiailed bo bhe slesenia of the 1sd
3attaliopn which badu't suoeoerbel Dnocroseaing the aight of Jamwyry 20.21.
senr U0 sabs were ploeed apd lpuitoel e fope doun, nnd edditiongl sunes act out
doring: the dey bt wrintnln &k sereen. The ;oly vore pleced well upwind, a2
ng pot b reverl Awy apecifis Iogatisn of sebivitiou.

The Zud and Spd Sonbbeli-ns, g vep oL, padaed forward towsed thelr obhe
j:ct,iqr:;;, ch’im]'}n: shont doyhres iy ey Pleo o af il %‘.y}?aﬂ hegan Lo ingrufgc
in inteasity Fros the dersru de fepniye bestelistionpg lelawd fros the blver,
Inoapdhe 30 A1l ahpong reoalabines, The son wers thle Lo jenm trrte the first
BEewized b rngr-rerbabtaee, shich locbuded orenking blrowsh the barbed
Wwire eprons abruans bhrou h the spew ponnd wesb o of the [ ier. Tiwoe azbrithiong
varted froaw 207000 ol beyoand Bl dver. ey ot Lhie eletanee, beooiues of
the curtain of ensmy Ulre pud the betwy cronelties twong the sfCicera and
enlisted jen, they wore wwtble toa proesed, snd were forced b2 dig ln om
pralbion., The open td oz, 200 fawrrin subjegtod Lhe trazpe bo nll types of

enemy fire, which eauthontde auaph the nren
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withdrew acrags thio jolver,
wgenize, dig In, Aod bring
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At owaon, Lhe s enbies
Sed bhnt blhe oty ¢
the River, naal »f the [inm]
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s sl vmoutng of Jomyry 2@ by reorpnnize 2pd cone
clives. af G800 Loury, 4. ool brice visited the
anh, Apl bhe $-d 10 Tad Gatiellon omiward

afde of Khe plver b2 cheol Lhe sitwstbisneg and

arw bian. At 1100 hours L. Uole dlyebd souh 3 »as-
sooaotpd by O Pieers, direct il Ghol as ane st

cnpb Lhiot eonbipcund ebiewpte hnd Lo he wade bo

Fiyee sy By Tpear azainat Lhe oneay.
PP ies oy of Lhwe Zeed osabslisn Foviood the nesiments 1

crewea weroe baesbed abaah S00-700 yrrde serooa
whive live, =od Lot Jettilion Headw

hindred ynrda oloscr &% the Kiver. The penstrat-
bl T hmed, tod Ywinpd bhaosoebl, Shrosmhout the

Ay

brorhed Einy

day, edvontroe vag o ocpbratly tnkes of Dillo in enamy tiring L2 affect reorgane-
fzntion, buh o wibboah st e ) e sap Heheeonb duce Ly Lho Jipficultles of con-
sunicsliong, frd L leerofsed eneey Cive these atteo b wrrpisply caused, meraly
tnereesing S elrocde leetwy oo s Hivo. s oazon, Jeautry 23, the Rejdsental
d=3 estinoted theb the veduetion do sbren Lh wig cpproximately 203,

Jy 1700 hosarr, b Somen
Zrd twd Iré rtblions,
excopblon of Sy w7,
municotlana vhich bd bonon
Liwe durin; th d-v bl ie2n
ition, woter, tou robhisng W

coonmndad Lhe lvsr Line ond

tha ofberussn of
Liv: iver unn
af Lhnk
intty of

Durin,
the men sBerosi
capbtnin Copeleand
the ntvar in the vie

Laelhor
led nithoy

Rk Uiy 44

Lxrgtitiys o fficers of aoth Lie
Sle. Cowyt oy JompEndera, with the
soen killed mowonndeds  Telephons come
hpboioed with preab difflculties fron time to
fryehpicovably lost. aff oty v2 resupply Somip-

o oogut Ty unreeiling, sinee cousy fire coapletely
Ll npyr > elmn £ the essb.,

tirbin U iasrn pnd

ity o if

Fuoeble b B3 Ylvart enemy fire frow
tews froes Ve Ti0Lh Tonk 3attalion.
cubesf %aa ploteons of tralia ta approneh
s ly voed crozaing sites, one b5 hand

Jrsnry 20,

grde, anig

the jrev!

Eoord hhe aoth, ond Lhe oabher bxerd Uhe northe The beaa durine thie
aperotisn fired in%o tin casay positisem, but feiled to acpoaylish the repults
deaired.

At Prjroxieriely 7'?“‘ lemir s, WJBropwnry 22, Uy wazgy ' jan A& seriers of
omnbere tbreke e sk v by an Lhe wesh bAnka. The only fofsrwation svolil-

able an thease #thickr ¢ H”*"f
nh bost reflogt dnsyupdoio o
reorps8niaggion l-ct,wni,i

tid greatly aided the

e

sy

s

d oaf buetividur l tegounts 27 the aurvivora, amd
doe o L veabe dwne Ldd don bt serecn
(1 Al e arn ousscured 2ay aver-cll pliofove,

doarbhicka

hio oo
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Thone ploocd booebler ceasunts folier e LI 4 abod
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Poaira, Joprry
out bhe

: steea bhoof ~or vmiba, wil)h irg of mon.
Thia coartiiwed vob il ool BJO0Y bsirn, wivn £ o« o 2f s@jor pri-
parbiong was brov bbb et bbe 1o 9 o cpsive lesante B oed ihber
fintting rejulsed Bhia rod geve;t T oot opob atbeapta by bl Serating Lo
worran she fe dmentnl positisga. T ooy oy o0 aale, howover, Lo pAin s
well defivnd eonceopt 97 mor o Iobivedy ool 1 poaibiong, nd oo 2asegignt ly
sobarnte the enbirs yorifilon willh ropo 5 pmontrnbiong 3f wrkillory,

[

arprbap o0l coboanbie uony an Piveu. g U ywirg, oour for
geerty otk 3l wmammibione Fhe Tef oo s 0w L cosuuboprtiroka (u] 1
Levnou, trd b da borlieved tling

oo Parkhur hesvy boll do eropmdiics re g e
o 1 ely wipd st oow Lek » +ithoosh Age rlcfin gasll evun
Pire waa bened ¢ 1 b2 ra %000 Limpa, 16 w9 Esu"%_r:ulh toyognd tutthe hhe

She wcegre Toancs anfiered gmaael v oatie covision of plaps for aper-
ghisnt Dor L oF B a0 drapry H2. L. O eyobE o lvd glvin sdiers for
cuonbinuzd mtteupts to foatnll a i by
& R
= -

eora3n bho alver, vod &oo
! Prtonob e wrpied Lo

3
B O Y L eroosoing, &1t by ctaah Lhe
g ineer yersouncl. The v eoey wns dighobod sy bhoe weed Lot pioaored
elomsnte Aaoroaos oo oot o oraihln, AL W ohours, Jamsery 22, Lwov'r, Sh
zugineers Were directed S vndan e oarbdge attempl eod Ll covering
forecn wis withdrwia.

e DG

airrviving olowmenba o the P LViras, supplow ntoed by the
zen o why bl boowsoodo Loyl o srods bhn Lo ldy ol Pectod
dvih oapgonization Liey ooawld o b o, ‘;’!ik of the Hiver.

The 144rd o nbry e teenb b cogwvhered oiailir elronusbienses in
athon ting to eofebtish ©od Lald a bridpehend corose the fidver. Thay had
withdrawn espiicr, Lhely vvws Bnlegg rojorbed el ersss bhe Lepida dupring
the riterunon.

The viterm=an o Jower
af Lhe adier ]l ald s froee Camany AY potary 1o

sl LEY Lowspn, bobl dtvinn biopelle, one
o el §osene nd

Poad benring # nsho porporfed s e Khe oy pon pee iy ’ﬁuw

Llimrs b oon wle 15 Jeranng B2
Pvi. orells bred baen gupbursd
i enbennt b2 erooss, end A neen
ruszy cfoe oo oo owibiln Y g oormnn
Jompa af frash woreen replogew

Tar 8 cesastive 20 Aadtill gy
evannatbe Lhe Jeyioy ool
the worndre =f Jeae ry 71,
agtendivg bhe &aepior sl
paaiblona. He v criod ol
ments lwd roported Dabe b
relemnped asont voae {0 Lls

this aide. 500 w2 07

Lo b gng of Joqwery 22,0 e hod oanen
Vi aoboy ced bod aede BTooure vl b

gebnra 3l the nole wod the clrow-abonses
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srraunding Lhe brenziellsn, the rote ura dnterrortod oo bivivg bozn desinned

.

aitly R B ruse t ocecrys e l1 7 oy owme Srbillery fire.

Ferryin: prlraly wern argeoized “w he night of demery 270 fo attenpt o
compunlestas 1th the westorn side of £lv hepddy bu order to bring brelt ony
meEn whio might bavae ressdped b Lhelr (il i - dive or wourdeds Theae woers
popyniling becruse of bLhe conbimud Loromy gontral a7 the River bapk and
the sppvrocchoa Lo She erafe AL F200 hovra Jdopumry T2, 1t was esbisted Lhat
the degiment bed sueffered n 3.7 » reduntion in syrewugbh, the cgbimated strength
af the snttalions &t Bhet Lime bedvy vv foilaerm

Jffigers wnlivted licn
lat Jattntion 21 297
2nd dattellon 1h e
“ri 3attelion 12 271

Approgimetaly acaurabe Cipures on bhe water »f oo cuaaglbien suffored
duritg the arglla Hiver osperstious, cowpiled oftar bors deteils were learned
ere og [allwet

Officern dnliatod len
Killed in nction 0 a7
Wounded 1n Action ey 511
iseing in sctiom A7 Gad
Total Cogusltiza, hg 002

The ZOth sizconvaimannce Trowp wea clbreled b2 the Milat Infanbry fog luent
durlng the afternoon of Jrwory 22, rrirc vily b2 execubte patral wiesions.
Dirdog i night, they bad uew ool cbyals ad 10.2a3; the River, snd had
cotehlished frae ebroug pointe @ low Lhe Mroat of ths Regimental southern
eector. The 2nd Jestalion, wwior Lb. Cote Jolu U b adnas (0-15716), who
hed Been racunbly 2asigued b Lhe oo ioonl, vro Iwodoi'cwrive position alorng
khe weatern zlapza of Ia Pisky, with the Drd b i7an, Shen under Captein
Carthel Iiv Lowptn (0-7h2073) aF don Antoal sy, 3,30 bhelr left flaok along
bhe lower pronwd L2 bhe sabhe The ok fil’ ‘21, umder Captain lievwwan, waa
lozatad b2 the rear of the 2od intisilon, iy ,;x."_i.nenhal resarve.

Hotry anolie %3 3creen fetiyltics dn Lhe vicinity of the 'S berd in the
River wis }ald down during the doylisht of Jomuery 25, by oonany TAY of the
2rd Chomieal anghnlisa.  I0 Jarpa Argdllory Uniso led requeslod thet the orea
be allmwed £5 eletr 1 fiorenac bheir ohnrrendion. Lftor checlking with

T
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zmob by ves o anptined S0 " eilitate the retury
Loy iowr b et back.

Separal wilbie, tyvavor, e
of oy 37 v aen 36ELL Aorsaa Bl hitg dide ool

Srementa of Bhe TO0h gbeinioweg Susleding bhe let aeglecot, vwere directod
to demoustrete alyr- W Ty tewnrd the Gdver durdrg Rhie nighb of January 23-24,
to sisulete 1 orosusing in thoet nectores  The dooamnatrelion was to divert abi-

enbion Trom the Z44h odedelsn, or Rlie Regdnaotel riohb Plagk, which was bto
Pioe ool Top b dusnabembion

attempd bo eophbure (Toains frooophn Hoy ! h. SRR

w3 2130 hoars, Loy L T B A S PR AR FOF TUNE SV R % I R
e o T b s Gecdmenh b0y Coopmry YAt 9P she 2id Chemleal dntbe lion wog
nwivw tbtAched &2 Ehe ""stia Liviel i, o 20otive nb oonce, frd thob they werse to
1ova inbo the 34th Divielse soclor o1 a23n %3 poAsible.

Farblinr shhemphe Lo beslee nay uen roarinin, seroess Wl Llvar vwzre asade
a3 s50m 0y fingl.n o erecdhied Bhe ndght of Jananry 23-240 Urdero sura slven
to the let faktalicon st 14750 home thob bhiey wauld send two pabrela sut with
that mission. Lb, FRI1Mip Fo Uriwen (O-1900800}, »f Pooria, I1ilinois, from
g Jompngy orprudved sl Lol Ao oofral o dhe wlasione They oo dohs - lus
flalda zn) annll ~pon "ilee "heosppondhe beplo s bhuy Tooro ohl Voo lver,
and in ma much a3 thoy Ived Lo b beal i bofre Bhe Sdee of fho gohoduied
Irpguatration £t 2100 hooen, Lhey 10D pob attropt Sthe croeselng. st D330 hours

< they sgain aet oub on Lheiy sslension, bul with »r grester vucceas. Hachine

gun and uorter flre froam bhe elossly pimrdod westorn bonlt prevented any
orasalpg.

The folloving aoroing, Jnuery 34, n potesl froe the las sotialion were
apaln seat oub apler Lbt. Jrbunn. dn cddihioon 0 searching oub 8ny wouiwled
remining nlive, tha pnirol wee t2 foel b snd lecate any enemy strong polnta.
Jalin: the rubber bonta, the gpripal uro chle Lo srogs this time with Litsle
sppeaition. Followlng thin mucereg, [lond vove imaedintely wade o explsit
Liw 293nlbility of esboblishies tng boddiay 4 Selles head 2a the ventors b9l
Frot bridzes wore spathed by the Engdncera, oud Jowpany 'O nlerted to be

retdy Lo croaog.

The initial gusceos LIrh Ll gotrol Il - ne-unbered, hovever, wes uliorte
lived., They ind been eole Lo jew byale aceernl hundred yerds beyowd the fidver,
and hnd located sAny Lotish pod several wen 04311 rlive. Thelr activities drew
inereraivgly hesyy Cire froa encey stroep, prinks fordher inland, and they wero
Papgad fo withirawe  Artillery Cire on coesy salblons aod swoke sorecuirg
nctivitios were ordered Lo aid the prbrol 1o wikidrawding. Further abtempts
ta inatnll fToob bridges vere pontpoied untild after darknosa. The patrol
returnal to the lst 3atbaiion Conond boeb ab 1500 hours, Jonuary 24,
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Ihe 3oth cdvisisn weo o sip opboyed b ato ;o & denonstrabion of ¢ River
eroasing the ni bt of Jreersee TH-2Y0 0 The ceobivitien 2f Lhe 24Lh liviston
for bhe night of Japewry 22000 bed beon erneellod lote bhe night sefore, oo

/" ent [or bhe [ollwoing wighte [hree worrate slemonstrs tisng were ateged, between

2150-2250 haura Jeourry A, rod acluecn 99%0.0150 hours end 0550-0430 houre
Jepunry 25, fo ow atiewa bt L oesubsio He o encsy in his present poaition
until dewne Tauks frow Lhe foURL feek nitalion perticipat ¢ in the denon-
atrabion, moving towned the Ldver rb tho rrevisualy used bridge eites ot the
'3t bend, ewd [Ciring meroas fuba rueey ponttione.

Owivg t3 the neceaniby of cuspdivotivg nebivities setween the demmetratisn
prrisde, the night of Jrawnry 260G, nwi dwerenedmgly borvy cnemy setillery
fire, proaposed pinns to doatall Cosb b ldeen mersss the iHiver were ohand oned.

At 1517 houre the Uomwnud ivg CLTicer srve arders for the enginser equipment
to he disperaed. loatrol cobivity for thot nisht was eonfined b3 woinbaining
laternl conbteact, nnd in esatrbliabin: sblrow; points of relstence forwerd

from the dattnlion pooibkiama. A pntrsl ira3y the 34th heeonuaisgonce Troap
sperobing elowy the Hiver LAk fu Iront o the 2nd dnttalisn positions report-
ed abt 0320 houra, Jopunry 25, the bt 1% hed loecbed end knaeked sub 8 dernen
machine gun elan: the sppoibe houk.

Befensive errcngemcubs were abrongthened during the night of Jomery 24.25
in apticipetion of ¢ poeaible enemy emuterantbeck becouse 2P bhe scbivities
of the Z4%h Divieion bo Lho worth., Artiileyy ;ires were orronged for defenaive
tactice, stronyg polnte of resisbanes orgruized, end patrol octivity argonized
fn thnt lipht. Durin: the ni bt, evocwuy plenes btwice pesoed over the
Regimental forverd line ponitisus, drapping floak bombs awd probably photo
graphing installatione.

A1l ettenpta to rencun ray wWounded men neross the River hed been thwerted
by the complete énomy conbral af Lhe westeru bank rod the approaches frowm the
eaat. The morndwg of Jepunry 25, a £l obteopt wae mede by sending Hedieal
M4 wen under the ficd Srose [lrg b e jitver. Libtbter teams from the lst and
2nd “attaliong were acnt rlony rs errrying arties. it 1015 hours, oll art-
illery units were wrdered nob LD fire ink» tne oree concerned..across the
Repido no | inlsed [row the viecinity of thr 'S7 bend south to don Angelo.. all

Pirlng to cerge ot 1049 haura.
ng

At 1043 hours, Jepunry 25, the porky heeded for Lhe didver, under full
sheervetion by the cneay positlona. They proseeded &5 the Hiver, crosocd
in ruaber voarte, cnd ,fincd hre weshern ook wmmoleated. Two Germfin wen
ctue down b2 meest Lhen =L T100 hoours, roi ¢ short tise later, three of the
eneay 8id men Aud neyv el o Lheir affderrs enae forward. The deraqagns

requested & cepscbisn of hosbiliblea nlow Lie fronk {rom uarth of the !

s



DECLASS 1P

. TECAT e s .
Ay l‘f‘f%koq&l . _,mﬂf_\r‘!‘rf;rir;,g‘r;éihhraou a3, MA{ 7 Ol?

rend south b dan Lagrda Lo earble b atdes Lo evocunte bheir cominlbios, A
truse untll 1900 hmara urs o e 1, Lne- sobended to 1700 hlurs. Dive
icdop ta i:;uﬁrbcr.,. “nd ol '“z?..t!. ery iul: o mrru:“d were notified,

W
i+

25 #a poasible

Joth aldes wsrked foveriohly Lo eveconts oo ocopye oo sun bl
shimted 80 Jemnus
1,
:

in bhe tiee eyediehten Ap pasienbely U of iy ocen rvd onoe

dorked g9ide by alde uithin Lhe npren, B I lyarn, e illtaz of the truca,

S 3 owounded oed eiond 20 Ooad bed been brooghd boek serosas Yo Dlver. [Iaatilibine

verg rosumad nt Lhng tiwe.

Tha Sermana vha efwus ot 3ol s fhe gon Lhrouphoub bhe Sruce cadinke feed o
Trinadly abbitode rwd sipre coxters L0 el ey nn im o gay way poasible, mle
thowxh Bhey refuned to all= Lhem bo o beyond Lies Harbed wire agirane sbourg
abauk OO yerdo frbo b They pppanped uellodpe, o et T, Ao Judping from
thelir uniforme, mednln nud compnimn ribhage, vern voberens of mRuy enmpfipna,

gaw ng fep el o Whe Sedebaninged ceenenbion. The fuy inontal Ohsorvotion
oot repirbed ffe b Lira Dot Lle Liten Lo one Ay qtranm 3into were connbtantly
wollesmgned o The infernbion sup son were ehile §- Leiler 1ogarding bthe enewy

defnoane carpeapinded probby clanely with $h), rcr:ulved from ratrsl oebivitios
and prismsre of wor.

In shelr converant Lo, v o twon Lan Jemwus couldn’t ceer Lo vnderelead
why sur bridgahend Irul oot to Lol) it 2o degperntely.  deveral a7 thow
stated $bAt the Amorostns whs b epraeicd the river hind fought with gronf, dutey-
mimtlon and eourapge.

Lto Ool. Syett held o wobing o6 bhe fegimontel Gopend foat at 1300 hours
Jammary 2580 with the Unib Qeouenpders of bhe feglaentnl Oaelnd Term ¢od Lim
Reglmental Staff, 4o Jiosussy ped rrerage » roolignuont 30 the Reglwentnl defen—
aive dimponition, bnkin ioln conmiderntion Lha recent opﬂrutrm’s, e yeonut
“Ahiotments to and detagliianta fron Lbe Le;irental Coobat Team.

The uecasanry movenanbo were L+ Yo soomapliohod during the hurs of derkpeas
af Jawinpy 275040, 2ol Ppoonbnyy erders wers doened @ thnt Lise Lo facilitnte
uniy preperation. fhe Pl arder wea dssued ©f 1800 hours Januery 25, covering
the disposibton 0 fhe 1y, lusuk together with Lo unite of the Combed Toag ba
which had been atitnched Ll ol cabbalion of the #2:d Infantry Reglwent, Troop
'A' af the 9loh Hecwnp juz?ons Bpdran, oud o plotoon of Compagy '8! of L

Tl Chenidaal Werpons Bobbalion. Quyrey "7 o0 e 760Lh Tank Betbtelion o

Hw 2l kbtallon 51 the 19th Eeqinser Heptanub had been detached frow the
Qoubat Tena.

The min llon of reosiaotroes covwioted i oy ulred strong pointo in front
30 Lhe Jatkalion sechora. Jepernily, Sz liue p2n jorallel with the northeassuth
Hipido River otremm line, Crow Misimsy G w1 B northern $ip to a paink  opunsite
0w Avgela £ the oouth.
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The Zed Jabteliag of She it oty L cinsnk onecupied tho goublinrn
morbap, Ceferdtas e Twer ronwdt nonhh of Lo de b fed cnes of dan Anpels,
axtenddng north o Fpovt o L bicher preond of o biebd. On bhelr rijht
the conbral seetor vea defenloed by B Lol satkalion, Wlsh Hepiment, eone
tivuive Lhe Tioe gt Lo duelude the hiph croned Dsedinta?y raat of Lho
pouthern slejen of 4. ircecl 2o Pha noprtiorn oeghor, held by tle laot rfl-
Ealion of the Mi2wd Hegievenh, hinpd i-ob Lounpd Llie northenast, calending
alorg the lewer torwnrd nlopen of Jbs Tracchio U ilh,niny S8 at a point

fal

ghout two mileo soublersh 0 Ui tiao.

The soubhern 3% of (hin P yeoorn 4 1y onab of the Rapldo River,
Lhe portpern Riivd vorgingg el Csed Lhe enal, mosy Croo ble JDvar line.
The eren botuween thiz 1he oo L (diver uas oubposted of night lwsedintely
nd jugent to the River, owod sheogly ot 5led, tie outposts witlhdrewlng lLack 6o
Lhe pode 1l a7 reaiabonee safare duoybrer),

Fhe L b i ol Lhe Mook Tulfohey uns ploced b deg laental rescrve
indefilnde jreat ool of 100 aelblstestern £4p of (k. Trocchile, to the réar
of the 1ab Bnbtalion peaillion. v 20 fremmpinnonce Troop wea logricd "
Ly Pl 3attalion neetor, Pud BT the o Ty o7 oy hasating and potrolling blmt
grebor 8% night. The Copran red AnbioTid Soaponien gonbivved thelr foroer
disposition. The 2l vlakeon of Coapony '€ of the 2n' Chemical lenpons
Irttalion wan directed to  r2itlon where they voeld he eble to supports the
Nogimental pector by elose dafeunive fires.  They moved in the area to bhe
south of tt. Trocehio, to the renr 37 Soe lob Jrttalion crea.

Fraop '"A' of the 21al Decoomiascues Squedron hedon't been daofinitely
lopnted by the uboht of Jomnry T0khy ol were divected to loente thelr jgune
Lo eover the [iver Hue, eud the orer to the dent, and nlas have patrols
out between bhe zubtpaote ond the wein line of reoistance.

Defanilive inai-,‘-;?lﬂ!.icnﬂ were fovhler strentheued on January 28Lh by
ernctlig concertive wire cutnngleomenta frovnd She Sattrlion ebrongholds,
There were 17 of thupe phrov joinks wikhin the Regiwental eector. En~
tneer pern-mmel frod Gow oony A of Lhe 1Pl Enzincer dattalion, four wen
to a dattalion, helped luebal) Lk wire the wizht of January 2Gth. The -lan
waz also ta inclode P wire Frune to bo afiran; betwean the River and the main line
of rosiabance durfn; thx aight - of Jdrunry 24bh rad 278he  iine clofiranen waa
required Fay thin work eoel arytuge pte wnde for Lhe ewgineer erewve, working
those nighba, to drive aheop nhwend of bhor through the wine fieldes.

At 1500 hours, Jnnry 24Bh, reconyt inofnen reports ivdicnted inercmeed
vehicular treffie and probnbly nn aproy aolor paol netr Fledmoante, narth of
Cassino, Divialon Hendgumrbora arrawged for  IT Corpog artillery and op air
mission to deatroy the borgct.
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golopel Rinterd Jo Javeer, (0.21:34475), of 3ru Aubonle, Tezea, the Forwer
Sommanding Offlerr of the Jiegioent, rebore<d Lo Juby Trom hoapitalizntion

I ahortly after nsoen Jopuerey 26h, mpd o romesed conatnd of the Be; iwment. L. 291,

dvatt was Srepaferred L5 the VA0l Intoulaey e baents

G=3 notifind the jleyiocnl nh 140 Liourn thot 1t was Lo stage two demon-
atrabions to dndisric Biver ereaninge the wight o tho 2868h, 8t 2400 houra,
ard (200 honra Jaminry 27th. Hordoar, orebina pun, and smnll arms Pire were
bo be used in conjuncblon with rebilicry wor's, beploniay peeh tiwe with slov
aporadic fire, and fpcrencing ko n opon-pdo toword the end of the demsuotribion.
A reinforced aguad Irom sateh nttnlisg vea Lo Approech the previously usod
cropaing oites ot the lilver, petively {iriug oanll orme fire scross the Aivor.
At 1940 houre, the origival plann vore chanred, and the timo finally ast for
05530 hours, Jamwry 27th.

Fatrol sebivity for the night of Tawnry 20227 wan eonfloed Lo combot
vetrolling elong the Eratepn nide 20 the Ldver, and the establlolment of
mtprebe up &0 bhe {idver lipe. The nobednind degonstrotions prevenbed Lhe
accomplinalment of pl avimaly j runed yeeaingayce wisslong Ecross the
River.

The 2nd fabtnlion »f Bhe Sth Avmored Dnfiotyy Hegiment of the lat Arwored
Bivinion reploeed Lhie lat Jatielisn of the 2ud Bosinent in cttochnont bo
the Mlet Repiventel Cowend Torw o of 1700 houre, Jousary 268h. The sotunl
rellief inbe posibionn wro necong Jinked wider Bhe £hat hours of darknoso
thab nizht, am nll clauents were in pieee by QMWD boors Jamuery 27th. Thoy
wore direched b retoin bhe eonlioulby of bis defenaive plan npd perform
the shRme mimsiana B Lbe Iat Joifliog o0 Lhe Yotnd Fopiment alowy the
right lealr of ths e daentnl cector. Troop T4 of the Plat Recomnlssgnco
Jpuadron moved into posibisn £ long Lhe Lopinesterl southern flanke in bhe low
ground south of La ilebs behlwd tho Znd rattellon.

At 0630 houra Joowsmpy 27th,y J-2 cdviased the Hegiment that the Comwrndling
Jamerel of the Diviaeion hnd opdevcd conkncb ho be ande with the ensay by
draviin; small rros Pire {re ferman bhe odver. Inatpols were Lo opprooch
the River prepared &0 erass, nwd L2 cophimme tbil bhe encoy demonstrotod
his presence. The urpeoao wen L3 on prepored or nopy withdrave: the enewy
might wnlte. Three recosroded erasniny cibes, npproximetely 10UQ yards soubh of the
'Y bend in the Rliver wera o lven.

At 0930 linura, 001. Gerner rad Urpteda Yoy lefb the pe, lwmental Cowsunid
Piat to obocrve bty nihelion § onib] wun. bev returned ot 1070 houra. At 1105 houra
the detoil fras the L1T6h Unsincora wlioah Ivd been glearing the sine rielln
eod leyity fence wire hetucen biw v Linlicn skron;  oints and Lhe Diver reported
the arce glonpcd exarpt for oo por' s mlan: the oouthern sector in
froug of the 36bh decmnpriaatume: mroe, dhichvrern Lo he eleered of aines
that of bt
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s e el i DLy ’Jf‘ttr'r wen o anda

sip b owry 5y nenr bhe

Jopios bhe o rherason o
o doternined cLber bbb denhe sy .
rond euboll ba bhe e dumabal Seped foast o Severn 1 dnoct fite were neored
on the ecaent Pransdebisng, ot Lie i o pecvipd dnteet. Further dermn
Aartiilery rebivite in the rrea knoebed ol Gles fecinental Cannon Gonjony 'y
twre =7 mounted sunn. Taple Clrivs §n tbedr nren vere bolieved to have
drawn tha counterbathery Cire which did Lhe denige,

The Regimephal Cowsal Jong o - da abhged gemsnntrablong bl nizhh of

Fupaary 27-28, cue nh 2400 hora, ral oore nb 0200 houro Januery 28th. At
1305 hours, 33 hal nolifded 20 o frenl Wnt Bl plans and executon
il by ldentianl wibh khoae of Ghe proviang pighé. The conalent bhresb-
calrg 7 thr eneoy poalbione Alon; L o [T el spebor were denisued
primerily to fsaint Bhe Driewdly anits Sorbier cyebl v Lt Lleginerial
right Clenk to cloas in velher Sehiin? Lha Jerarn asuntain defenses norbh
of Casgslnosy aebral wobiviby wan pondn cooplintboad vl%n Lier denovacbretliona
scheduled, nuod eonfincd Ko achive pntralling belwesn th, autadusbo along
the diver Bng uwhel: %o the ot 10w Cootbabttnco.

At Q850 houro, Jeoearr 8%hL Dalone] Serner aud Ceptodin Yourg visited
the 2nd Pattalinsn ;i‘ Liw f4h deoemed a7ty L ccdmenh, which was defeiiog
e warkhern aecbor af e ‘.r‘;i'rrnd.rl dof e lioe. fwo c:r.-;[sanicn of the
Jebfelion coeng vl Bhie {aruned nlq; s oof i owerblers ey b 2T L. Droeehlilo,
ohe ug an bl Pover glooes o hpgs H”Jr\.h"‘lll Lijpy, Mgl owne waa orbmn od [or
defenpe direcbly rerass vy !ré Arrenseuente verpe wrde with the onglnecrs
to furninh an fnabe L1 ofre entanclements aroswf Lhe etbelisn obrong points
during that night.

At 1325 hourn, -3 askified the Jecdenbal J-3 Bhag there were no
scheduled fctivitier oy Yhe Drpotond Bhe night of the 23th. U-2 hed
Paruerly vagueated réconnninsonce -imtloun for bral vork aerosa the
River, to cover fiwm &, 0w «lea S She dlver, eroaning gites, fid tho atrc L Lh
il pasitionn sf vnemy lawhellehisan. v pedcala frow Troop 'AY of the Glet
Reeomye tusanes Squndron, cqulped &2 -'-,."!,:A, r nr-.y:xs].n,_;, Attempted bo Fuleill
thiepe migniang, et bty crela were Parecd Lo revert £ cmsect wiseldang
M onide of Lhe LRiver beenune of :n:nvy fire bhey drew oo they apprsachad
the wiver.

WAl ot ified Coaloand aermer wrow webieg el Llelod s Lood mirriere ag
130 hours Jannery S0Lh, ie vt e degdeentel ded to nbtende During the
efternyon, three =28 plrnes budeo elpaled L. Jiavetts, brrely chove treo
level, pisbogrngbitg, « vy dnskellibisnn L2 Lho goardhe  Fobrol alseizus
acroaa the Gdver T B nlobh o of Sler DObh were p-nin tlwarted by the eoeg Lote
entral Lhe vnzay hald nlony the veshern benl .
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Sole Lorner peaee abang o8 Tederh iy o Lhe Hiviaian Sngineers, E
et LIUQ hearg, Jomery Y, b mtthrnhon A male mpron of vipa Lo 7Traok |
W e s an deCeopre Pl e, e Tneren Ty poooibility of an
ntiegphed Serean breals throwsh B gesiie phe b A Cerae Losltions ta oorder
b et off bhe ik wopbiog, o W besTucubal riohb Plank norbh of Gnosine
cpge 4o dyiatale by ombe B L0 feptadl O Ceune posltiona fs obrow; oe E

pooolble. Three lmoaty -0 pords off wiee were rurnioledd coele Sutiellon ral 4

.

taricdiy detall frow the ap daecra e st by hnlp iuatnll it.

i £ Lo

PLEby -Coar of e repdrcomenta vere snad ued 2 bhe sgimonl kha
2044 af JoamAary bo oafinel Tie oo o "ooring bhe dlver sperations.
Tw Luoe offiecra oud 18 won.c ~oaigni wnd ~(Cigers vere ales trapaferred from
the Vilnd Infoptre 0 cinent, durbn, the Soph med 206D 32 Jrawsery .

I

L3R haapn, Jdeapepy B0, Gnfae et 1 Der aotitied Calonel derncr

=

Lt Blie 2lvind m bnd hern srdered ta jreinre Lo crdos the wnpddo diver on

11 Gorye arder.  Sole Varnev pea adeiob o rejired ta corry 3

aut grevioucly crrsoed Myinion pligs. etriln of a prospective Fiold Jrder

to cover bhe projoacd s L uas doaecd by the Unit Conwnudoera »r Llar

51at cosvaantel Soahnk Tenw of nopeetlyg bl fe £ 3rml Weroer ab the <.

ey iments 1 € veeni] 293k 0% 1717 Lonra Jmimery 200 The plan conbenrlated }*

erosoim; bhe iilver 1v Lhe vioialby of Sivohor, Lyooal cepturing the tom 7

with the Zrd ntio) i 0 Lio anaratt oelelon, v
Three prhrals feoa the oo Twent, 2 rraa the Zrd witallon, and 1 Mran ’*’ﬂ

T PAY sf the 2)et Beeoamrtiancaeo waredy o vl askad Gy sronsg the dnpido ‘}

the nipht af Jegurry 2CLL, fa She glelnily of don Anielo. The retivitios
were palntad At feeling ol thn encay rewritlaug alag the propssed eroavlng
Blte, AX1 ttpale vucecended In cetbbue o bie Lodver opnd o laettbing abrong
points elong the appsoibe wpba, Sol were wonals b3 crons bocause of Lhrr rmuogwy
nnbowatic werpon amp loceanubn bl To e ptia g WL cisatern banko. Velileular
tralfie uvithin dna Aojelo wan peport:d neecrtl Lioce.

i

At 1VAS wours, Jrmcry C1ab, 0alanel Jepaer wn3 owrsuited $o o hagpitel.
Hig Copmrer amit "o % ek FowCfiels by, cad ho veo nmble
Ea nonbiatg in soparud 3 e b loenh. Wt Gt irier, She sig,inental
Exeeutlve Offlocr anmmprad emwionnl of the Le,inent £3llowing Colinel
torymrte evacuation.

Tha ane dnenba | e li plop Ty £ ey el idver erosslyg vea Lama ]
rY noon, Jrnoary Tlat. Phe o oeonb andoled crossainy siailtanoaly at
polnte ehoul M yerds s Blonod goanth or dtn apgela, with the SrdoLethallon
Ap bho engenly echwelon, oaseoy YLt oveo fo erett by the borth, ond Cowiptry k!

ba tle sauth. Chese eloments were Uhon ho 4% sk emd enpturo the toun, .
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Gomprg 'R oroamai, T eoea bl an g oy ronpe The 2od 3nthalion was assijnd

'
Lo errnd arxh Al sceupy bhe Bieh e el sl Lty of Jdan Angelo.
Govering aquedi T Lhy J0bh genenntiantose Troop end Trozp TAT of the
9lat Reconmrismruce Jprddlvon noi f o 0 8 the croasing sltes, The et
tielian of Wha Vilat Infnnbry fiecioend, cod e 2 _etialisue of the Gth
Armored Infanbry liep, tuent were to demowatyrbe strongly be bhe froot of thelr
pectorn, and peamrin in e loeatt 1oy vz, ko aoop aa o lailey bridge

sauld be dnwtellad, Avti-Trnk, Teuk, 1 vehieo lop olewenbs vire 40 e
erossed.

Freparatiany far the seonaing werr cnde during the dny of Jowmry Slst.
ortir Leoms from the 30 heoovursinceacs Neaap prd the Jrd Battallion moved
fnha Piring positionn frow whiech thiey eondd covor bhe asosult. At 1200 hours
Jeneral Heama, Lhe Comerpdisg doucrnl of Bhe 546D itviadaa Artillery,

#ieihal bhe Heolmontol Qowmarpd tort boaele il oreangesents on firing date,
Carpring cortien from the Visyd Infaubry Hocdimout wers furplsehed to the ilat
Regimeutrl Uoabrt oms 4 v copyy S jieeer bonds apd ook bridgans Loy Lhe
Award asmembly ~rem the wight o7 Jepepry 2lab. Uryrmunicetlons 69 the
forward positiona iustolled, And wine clecrence t3 the crosaing siten
arranged.

At 1230 houra, Jegnery Jlab, e CQominbding several of the Diviwion
wt1lod L. Gol,. triee, bhe Comnmlitg 27Ctear of She Regiment, end told him
Lhe b thore woull he ua nhbrck untdl Lhe 340k Dlvioian on my ¢ ight Mlank Tad
hrd nome supe-1g Lo Lha rhicasys by cicbure Cnooing from the narthy he nlas
abated timt he didn't koow Jueb vhon Sl iopliment Would be afficially notified
that thers would bBe na nttock Pop bhe aiglt o2 Lle Tlab. At 1315 hours,

11 Corps G-3 uotiCied Lb, €ol. Price that the ebteck would nat be vede huet
nizht.

Polloting &he ernecllnline of Bl nih 3l for the night of Jenuary 31leb,

reconmissanee prbrols were orginized, Gialler alacsioas wors a3alpned

as on tha previous uijhl, npeaorsly bo Lind more deteiled inforestdon
aoenern aviablotions aloyp the Weaterw brok of the diver. One ratrol

from the 3rd mbtnrllan ougeended in ersosirvg north of San hugela.  fieevey

Fa; praveubed tny roenrfba dhmerstliog hoveuer, apd the riral roturnsd

b evaid By crup awbush.  Buring the nisht, tho carrying perties from the
Ward Infentry sugen dod fn elb’ar fhe Poob bridges amd rubber hoats to
the Capvord sosembly rren i readinesa for Lie araponod operation.
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TOTALE st ussennsonnrasnnsnn. . g 9=3 1007

Ereay ceoun lbing, ngd ooploved vod e iy d v barlel for the monkh of
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HEADQUAATZRY 14137 IiFAITRY REGIL.ELT, HIFLE
ARD 36, U. 3. ARMY

5-“ Larch 1944,

Tranepittal »f Reyipental History and Ownclusionse Frow Operations.

The Gorzanding 3aneral, 36th Infantry Division, AFQ 3¢, U, 3. Army.

Inclosed is the regimentel history of the l41lst Infentry Regilment,
Jpuretiona in Itoely during the nanth aof Februery 1544.

Prouw experlence during February operétiome, =2atly ip nounteinsus
the follwing conclusioans Fre derived:

B, The

suzzly :roalew i3 the rast vitael end aerious ;roblec necessary

far successful sieretions. The follmwing are the difficulties most
usur Ily encountered:

(1)

{2)

(4)

(37

(3)

3hortage of ceck (mles end the inherent disadventeges of
wile geek traines in restricted aysunta »f supg:ly dellveries
end slawness of deliviry.

den-beck trensportation even wore unsatiufsctory tira .mile-
beck.

Trails interdicted &nd shelled with uor withoubt observation,
day or night, resulting in wen and wules killed, supplisa lost,
aad resulting feilures t2 accomplish deliveries at times re-
guired.

The excessive btine raguirad t> .rocure eny emergency needs
3f au.plles.

The neceasity of follwwing conflned and restricted traills thet
giiow up pronieently on aerial photos, ;ermitting effeative
interdiction even when they cennot be ohserved.

Extreme dafficulby in evecustian or wounded awxd desd, requiring
excesslve tine, 1ad exceselive use of 320 mer aver Bod shove
t.2t provided PP ae= erecws iy (urioEsas,

FUEEXNEIEN AT FUE fAT PO Ay ) g



3uzzested revedies for these difficulties frez as fallowsas

(1} iule traine, when aveiievle, require thet btrained mule
sitdnnere Ye aede aveileble and the .ackers should be
wounted in arder to inercese bhe r2te or warch aof the
trelin. :

(2) Rerlacerments shzld wat be utilized ss wule skinners nor
a8 wan-cergodores if this can be grevented in eny manner.

(2) A warkeble solutisn of ail tne sbave probleams of supply
c&n be suzzested, besed upon extrezely successful exger~
iments end testa thket vere covducted for verisus agencies
sf the Wer De artzment in Washington and st Fort Bregg by
tns presend Regiwmentul U2icender, Lt. Col. John . L.
Adesma. This would Luvslve the assignuent of sne or uore
light slenes o>f the Cub ohservation tyjes, but zreferably
the elightly larger ¢wd aore gccejteble types thet are
avellable, es integrel parts o the Intonsry 3attelion
augzly set-up. These would becose serial fosd carts, seriel
emzunitisn carts and merial evacuatisn sxbulences, waking
short hops 2f 10 or 1% uinutes durasion rroz ewd to supply
dumps, iu whieh they Zly low, avialding osbaervasion and
leaving no treil whicn wiirl 8p.eer on serisl chatss or
which cen ve interdicsted. Deliveries would be 2lmest

im ediate end could be wede by dropping sugplies or by
aotusl landings. In tne present operation sctusl landings
cauld have heen nede on open freas thet were availeble
even an bhe steeply sloplng mountein sides &nd tops. In
the excepeisnal cBses when nd landinze cwuld be sade the
denege resulbing froa droppage ot speeds of approxiustely
32 piles 2ar hour inso prejered nets 1 blenkets, would

be nezligible for the sajority of tyzes of supiliea.

Even if landinge could uot be uaie bhe .zpnjver seved hy
the trepsportetion a2 supgplice wauld alaplify the evee-
uation problew. Delivery coulc vbe sede of emergency
aupolies within 15 winutes, nore or less, 3f recsipt of
request. The #bove su;.ested uses have been aaply proven
in externsive cywy Lests, heve been proven in zotive aper-
e&tiong by tha Ruselen Arwmy end in supply operetions in

the Fenaxanian jungles. These light plenes should be
infantry-comtrolied #od fiwm, just a8 Pre the supusly jeeys
and trucks. 3uitable jilots ore now Bvailable in 21l
Inrentry Regimentas. Two extreusely exgerienced aPficer
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pilote 28 wall as enlisted pilots were avellable in the 14lat
Infsntry during this operetion and the entire supply amnd
svacuetion of the regiment while on (1111l 706 could have bheen
bandled by the use of three auch light planes, even of the
Qub oheervatioso type, which is not coneidered the best type
eyeileble 49 euploy in pease this splution is glven conuider-
atim or test.

bs. Expsrience gained from use of fast driven wotor vehigles of all
tyges oo sulsly roubtes along interdicted roads 2nd acrosss exposed valleys,
under enswmy observAtlon, indicate tnet there iz wmuch ieas loas of peraomnel
apd trensgart involved then was the case in the slow awoving columna of men
and wules, even when the roeda were interdigted sisamodically &nd 2t tiuwes
without abservation.

¢+ Inraniry wuat evolve hetter mine-clesrance or zine evoldeme itech-
niques aml jractices tor use by then in ewergencies when they wust, without
the ald of englneers, renetrate nine fielde or extrect themselves with & zio-
irur 9% logses frowm wine rielde blundered ints during battle operatimme. A48
a result 32 investigations end discussions with battie experienced aificers
it is believed thet a suiteble saiuntion of this problew can be srfered teo
higher authority by tne nndersizned. (Bee attacned anmpx}

d. When men %tve beon required to rewmln in fightivg holes for long
veriods of time, or have been eaployed on & pupsly defedaaive ziasiop far long
perinsds of time, vigorous zeasures sust be faken to eliuinate = Riereunive
cooplex® or a "fox noie attitude of mind?. This atititude usually taikes tue
form 2f heslteting t5 iritiste tire actisy agminat the enemy or nestsatisn in
prompuly returning ell enemy fire, due %tz & feer o provoking further eneny
fires, including .Brbficulssiy Brtliicry 8nd martar fires. This athlbtude wusg
be repitced hy one of returning gquick, sevage, end overwhelwming fire every
time the ememy iires or wmovea. llen c&n be encoursgzsd in such an fgzresusive
ettitinie, roplacing & purely defendgive shtitude, by employing all ,ossible
weapons 1N every concelvable manner possible including all innovetlove fhet
will heress, confuee, startle or destroy ihe covemy. Hethods emgloyed suscess-
fully to ecoouplish these ends 8re susgested 23 follows: employing rifle
srenades 2% excessive rangea for harassing, riring 6Czwm £lare shalle durang
the night and esvering 50wz aorter iipe by fare o hsyier morters t2 pravent
detection by the ewemy: immediztely revorting the ezimuth of sounde or flashes
of epeny wealons, by &il front line unies in order &2 daliver sccurete art-
illery 8nd aorter fire on every coneeivable byse o enemy eetivity &b palnt-
tergets rether thaa 230 areas; Jomedicvely firing 20 aingle rounds or seivoes
by sur om ertiilery b9 f2ll imzedistely iv fromt ot any or sur front lines
that 2re vesciving eneuy shell tire, in order &2 conruse suemy dbecrvera Labs
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lifting their fire in tne bellef tnet it is falling short; comstent liatening
paots, Ambush ptrals, eniper paste end cozbat Fetrols, srobing and punening
at the enewy in order %o meke his life wisereble ar terraorize hiw. Use of
such tapties during the February sper&tions detinitely esteblished our superw
lority in aggressiveness over several different epewy units and definitely
resulted in decremped enemy Bctivity Against us due to their hesifstion in
gterting sometning that we would finish. In other words ithe enemy acquired
tne awdte of wind that we Pound necessary to eliminate yithin ocur own unita.

@+ The peed for grester uge of erngineerinz and piomeering units
to comstently improve front line pisitions, lpciuging nus Nty weepuns em-
piecemanta but even fighting holes tor apecifie purposes such &8 sniping or
ohaervasion, Dynumite, TaT, 3eeihive idines, &nd similar explosive aside are
not ueged sufficlently in our stiespss oo piBee fighting holes into exureuely
racky soit. Hattelioas end Regizents shoutd have sheir own persomnel trelmed
ta aaploy such expilusives to the prewtest advanitége in srganizing o dercunsve
line even when such orgEnization is aserely & short interlude prior to resuming
the ettack within e day or sc.

f. Operatione during this zonth included such freguent &nd heavy
ehelliing of ocur units by the enewy that it becaze evident that all peseible
weana udt be employed for the definite locetion of all poseible types of
enemy weBpons with such & degree of sccuracy thai the counter battery fire
upsn enemy Brtillery, nebelwerfer, wechine june, mortera or even congenkrated
gmell arma fire, becoues point targets ruther then eres targets for both our
artiilery and our mortars.

Cne method that aided zaterially in thies wes to wake it 30P for
2l} upite and instzllations, elther “ront line or reserva, to report the dir-
ection of smunde, flashes, ocbessrved enemy activity of any neture, or the
direction of flight of any eusmy fire, BY AZIMUTH to the Battalion Head quarters.
There thie wes inmedietely plotted om 2 wap and in a short time inevitebly
resulted in enemy targets urd arede of enemy activities being definitely loc-
ated by azimuth intersectisn’sethods. Hoat excellent results were then sb-
teined in demtroyivg nebelwerfer, enemy betteries and enemy amsunition or
supply pointa.

A4 very important edditional need ip for the artillery observation
plenes to be equlzyed with instrusents for night flying as this will santribute
seterizlly to reducing enemy interdiction and harassing fire ugon our front

line units due t3 the sRsc with which srtillery end sisilar wesmions can be
laceted from light slames either by sound, sight, or flesh et nizht.

g+ Cur ubstanding need &t the present in sir-ground cooperstion is
that i% should becosue an hebltual ;ractice for sround comanders 39 units not
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lerger then & rezlment ta be &fforded air assistance, tarether with direct
contaet froo the regizment to the supporting eir unit, which will iuuediately
enploy lizht atteck bowbers to ifamediately bonb 2t enemy battorles t.at fire
upon the front line infeniry units either in sffennive or defenaive operat—
ione. TEIS {OULD Il sPFSCT EMELOY TEESE LIGHT ATTACK 52..3ZRS A3 CCULTER-
SATTERY ARTILLERY CF THE AIR AGAILLoT wiFu 3aTUZdIES. This wxuld noroally
require anly a few, even only ons ar twos, of auch Llikt atteck bozbera boing
available t> cach Infantry Re;iwent but it would ve neceasary tuat they be
irmediately available upon call, Fflying from saue adjacent field nat wore
then 10 or 15 winutes awey. 3Such use would have prevented to a great extent
the deastructive euexy artillery flres that .eved the way for successful
German c¢ounter-attacks ageinat river croassing units and wauld have definitely
srevented such heevy concentratins of fire as vere later encountered in the

mourtaing, _
éiﬁ\l C. L. ADA:S

Lt. Cols, 14let Infantry
Clelfni DIl

5 Inclses
1 - Annex t5 letter of Tranonittal (septuple)
#2 - Re.imental Hisfsry (septupls)
;%5 - gasualiy List (eeptuple)
F 4 = Unit Journel { 1 cpy)
#5 - daps ( 1 set 1350,000 end 1:25000)
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ATHEX — BUGGESTED WETHOD FOR FEUETAATION
OF ;iINE FIELDS 3Y INFATRY U173

It is e well recognized fact thet Infantry is greatly slowed or is stopped
cold when %hey encounter nine fields during an attack 2r blunder into then
during @pgprosch merches., A ceriain awount of hysteria or panic lsmediately
results when an infentry unit finda itself caught in & mine field end several
successive caputlties result froo btheir attempte to extrisete themselves or
to penetrate through the wine Field. The disarganization iz aore pronmunced
when relatively inexperioncad replﬁcements'ara present in the organization.
Therefore & mothod of penetrating the wine fiwld or extricating themselves
therefrom should be devised which cen be immedietely emplsoyed by infentry
units without eny expectation of telp fron engineer or other mine-clearence
unita. The method devised should be such as will jive the unit the greatest
poeeible chance of getting aut o7 the mine field with the least possible
casualties. The teRehing of the methad evolved ahuuld particularly stress
this fact to all new treinces, oomely that thelr greetest chance of survival
lies im employing the metiiod preosented rabther than in taking & chence m
apcidently blundering through a sine-free path which the following infanbrymen
mey or wey not be able’ts fallow. It -ush bs emphesized thet the first plan
will probebly result in 0> capuelties or few cesualties while a larze number
of casualties could be expected frow disorganized end individual efforts to
extricate themeelves. Additionally the plen evolved should be such that it
will afford the zen who 8re venetriting the wine field all paselble protect-
ion Pfrow sx2ell arms Pire that can be expscted &3 gover such fields. Thae
sethad should ve such that it will get the unit tarsugh the zine field or
zut of it as quickly ma possible. It should pernzit follswing units 6o readily
f31low the same path succesafully used by & ireceeding unit in the atteck
and above ell it should put the men 4o work at onee so that they will not
te frezen in place, thuB becouing & zrey to panicky thoughte end fears.

It ie suggested that infantry units be tauzht the follwing procedure
to be arplied immediately upsn Ffinding theuwselvea in & nine field; eegh man
will imsedistely squat where he is without moving his feet. Each men will
then bezin probing with is beyowet or knife inserted at an &y roxizetely
459 arnzle int> the ground at intervels of 2 or 3 inches, across 8 sp2ce ap-
prozizetely 15 incles wide directly in front of bis feet. Ae anmm &3 each
mEn hes probed & sufficient area he will Imeel eod contime the probing
until he hes an ared clesred sufficiently for him ta lie prome. I 8uy
Ard sudstance sr suspledsue Jbject, thet oy be & alae, is gncouniered
during any °f this zrobing or during the following instructions the men
will imcediztely ayvold that perticuler paind by wrobing around the -ine
seeking Eusther urth rother thean weking eny abtenpt to remove it. As
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long a8 8ny individual infantryman is pronme on the ground anywhere in the mine
fiald, anD I3 EQT PROBTIG AXD ZOVING FORWARD, he will bezin to screpe himself
out a shaliow "ecallop® in the area that he hes probed; udilizing helmet, en-
trenching. toole or anything with which he can dlg. These shallow scellops
then definitely merk safe aregés in which there are no wsines and it thet be-
comes 8 matter of wmerely probing and convecting these in order to form 8 sAfe
grail turough aor out of the field. Additionally these acallops afford add-
itional protection fron epall arna fire that way be sweeping the area. IFf

men rewain long enough in that ares before being extricated they will have
accowplished digging sufficiently to give thezselves cover in a shellww
acallop Pox~hole to the depth of not more than & foot or foot apd & half.

Then the wethod of connecting bthese scallops and proceeding $0 the attack,

or getbting out of the wine field should Tollaw the following ogrocedure. Men
should be directed to probe with the bayonet in osrder to join their scellop

ta that of bhe nearest adjacent man. Since the unit normally moves in column
Pormetions this operation of iteelf would tend to produce 8 connected series
of 2¢allops following & torbusus but safe trall through the mipne fleid. In
sorder to Bdvance the head 2f this “trace’ that resulta, the following procedurs
should be employed. One man should be desigznsted, ;referably at the head of
the columpn or at the heed of what is %o becowe a column, and it is to be hias
job to probe shead along & pgiven direction for o distance 3f not 4o exceed tarse
yardas. He has then done his share and will rell on hie side to one edgae of
hie probed Brea, permitting the men next to him in the following scellop to
gome forward across his probed srea and higoelf coctribute three wore yards

af probed and safe ground, following a4 &1l tises the line direction designeted
for the sdvance. Having probed his three yerds he $032 rolls to the side and
thus the platoon or other unlt contimues ta advance hehind the roteiing leaders
poesition of the column, along & treil that can be readily followed even at
night because of tue scellops and because the uyrobed ground cen readily be
logated by feeling. Heanbime all -en whd are not at the heasd of the calumn,
talking &their turu in probing, will engage thewmselves in digging the scallop
wherever they find thewselves. When the asca&llops nave reached a sclested or
prescribed depth of possibly not wore tlen 12 inches or 8 fook and a half,
sceording to conditione, the sen will then enzase thesselves in jaining their
scallops to the one next aheed of bhem by cutting wit the interveaslng humps
along the ground that they heve probed while joining thenselves %12 the adjacent
mane. The final result of f$ihiis progedure is t3 praduce & sneke-like, but safe
trace through the wine~field, which hes eitter becowe & series 2f scallops

ard lossened, probed zround or an actual continuosus, very shallow comunic-
ation tranch. This extreuely shellmw compunicatisn trench im actuslity bhew
coses the trage of & trall whiech the Ffirst unit or any succeeding unit cén
etaily follow by crewling or walking, in amccordance witls the type of fire

baing employed or not emzloyed by the enemy i» cover the mine field. The
edsptisn of sueh B procedure as sutlined abovae does _:ive sone pasitive sciion
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that can be lmomediately employed upen enc= _E.aarirg e mine field and this is

vhatly wore desirable than the totel laek of eny coordinated plen or effert,
wivich has proven to be the usual situation st present.

(Brticulerly be af use t3 patrols or at night. If would not supercede but
xzerely supplement sther ucthods now used. It elap shmuld not apply when
it is vitelly necessary in &ttéck to gquielly force & wine field without re-

gerd to casueliles.
QOHN C. L. ADALS

Lt. Col., 14lst Infactry
Ol A DI G

This methad Would
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The long axis of ii%. Trocchio extends for approximately 25 miles along
a nartheast~-southweat direotion, with the southern tip flanked by la Pista,
& medium slzed hill. Between the nertheastesouthwest base lims thus formed
and the Rapido River strsamline to the west, the rolling terrain lowers
gradually to the River. The llst Infantry Fwgiment, on February 1, 1oL,
was in defensive position along this ground, holding the land up to the River.

The Regimental “ain Line of Resistance extended southeast, from Highway
#6 at the northern tip of Li. Trocchio, along the lower forward slopes of
the moumtain, then south across the western slopes of the la Piete high
ground to & point opposite San Angelo in Teodice, & small town along the
wostorn banks of the Rapido. The 2nd Batbalion of the 6th Armored Infantry
Regiment of the lst Armored Division, attached to the llst Repimental
Combat Team, held the northern sector, along the glopes facing northwest.
there ths lines curved to the soubh around the scuthwestern tip of :t. Troschise,
the lst Battalion of the U;lst Regiment odeupied the defanse ?Lim, and the
southern sestor, along the line running south, west of la Piota, Lo opposite
8an Angelo, was held by the 2nd Battalion of the 1Llst Infentry Hegiment.
The 3rd Dettalion was in a reserve posibion to the rear of the 2nd Battalion,
along the scutharn [lank.

The Regimentel Comnand Post was looated in the vieinity of Ban Luecla,
8 small town along the soubhern reverse slopes of Lik. Trocchio. 7The Cannon
and snti~Tank Cempanies of the %egiment in position along the southern sechor
of the 7egimental defensive situation, in the La Pietas hill defilade.
The 3Gth Reconnalissance Troop, and Troop AT of the §lst fecomnalssance
Squadron, were attached to the Jegimental Conbat Team primarily for patrol
and outposting functions. Their Comwand Posts and activities were confined
to the svuthern segtor of the defense zone. On the deglmenial {lanks were
the 3rd Infantry Regimont to the south, and the *,th Infantry Division on
the right, soross Highway 6 to the north. ’

The 14lst Regimental Combat Team was prepared, on February 1st, I5LhL,
under the Regimental Field Urder 19, issued at 1300 hours, January 31,
to oross the Hapido River on Division Order. Attemphs during the latter

stages of the January {ampeign to oross, in the vioinity of the largs
13! band the Hapido forms about a mile west of the southern tip of Ilt.

Treochio, had proven unsuccessful. The mechanical diffienlties of crossing,
made extremely hazardous by the swiftness of the current, plus the oconcentrated
fire power the enemy was able te muster agninst the orossing sites had
frustrated all attempta to establish and heold a bridgehead on the wastern
bark.
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The prosent plan oomtemplated crosaing furthey south, in the vicinity of
S8ap Angelo, in Teodice, with Companies *I' and 'Et of the 3rd Battaliom
orossing as the assault echelon. The idea was to bracket the town by orpasing
Company 'E' gbout s half mile north, and Company 'I' a half mile gouth,
thus enweloping the town from opposites directipna gimlltanscusly. Company
‘L' had the mission of following up the initis]l assmult us a mopping-up
slemant.,

The 2nd Battalion was to oross later, infiltrating through and
ocoupying the higher ground to the weat and north of San Angelo. Armored
elemants, including tanks fram the 750th Tank Battallon, were prepared to
oross as soon a3 a Bailey Bridge could bs installed, Squads from the 36th
Rsoonnaissame Troop and Troop ™A™ of the 9lst Reconnaissame Squadron had
misaions of protsoting the orosaing sites. The lst Babttalion of the lldsh
Infantry Regiment, and the 2nd Battalion of ths Gth Armorsd Infentry Regiment
wore to demonstrats ‘within their sectors, and composs tha Ragimental reserve.
Mortar, artillery and chemisal weapon fires from units of the lllst Reglmantal
Cambat Team were arranged and coordinated.

Battalion forward supply dumps were set up in defilads betwsen La Pleta and
the River. The final assembly area for the 2xd and 3rd Battalions was located
within the same area, a little south of San Angelo, and the Regimenmbtal control
point was established forward from the final assembly area, and about 200 -
yards east of the Rapido, opposite San Angelo.

Initial intelligemce information, seoured from prisomsrs of war and
provious patrol astivity, indloated the position of snemy strong points
in the vioinlty of San Angelo, the most 1ilkely crossing sites, and indsntifina-
tion of some of the ensmy units, 'This latter indicated that ths lat, 2nd,
and 3rd Companies of the 129th Panzer Grenadisr Regiment wers defending
the vieinity of San Angelo.

Two patrels from the 3rd Batialion, and oms from Troop 'A' of the 9lst
Reconnaissanos Squadron were sent mocross the River the night of January 3l
February 1, with specific missions pointed at securing information for the
proposed orosging. FPredesipgnated oroesing points, and the specifio locating
of strong points to be investigated were given to the patrol. In additiom,
the & trol was to inwestigate and looats the hostils oubpost line of resistance
along the weatarn bank of the River, patural and artificial barriers bestween
the River and cbjactives, and the strength and disposition of snemy
defensive installations.
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The patrol fron Companmy ‘L' succeeded in crossing south of 3an ingelo,
and penetrating a short distance inland. Heavy fog prevented any eflective
recornalssance, liowever, and the patrol, sizhted by enemy outposts, returned
to aveid an easy ambush in the fog. The other two petrols drew machins
gpun and mortar fire os they approached the ‘iver, and were unable to cross.
They succeeded in lecating enamy machine pun and mortar emplacements, on hhe
wzstern bank., During the nizht of Januvery 3l-Febrpary 1, earrying parties
furnished by the U:3rd Infambry Tegiment brought foot bridyes end enpgineering
equipmenmt to the flasl assembly area, te be in reediness for the crossing.
Snemy planes twice circled over the “egimental forward line poaitlons during
the aipht, dropping parachute flares.

T'ajor Qemeral Fred L. jallmr, the Commanmdieg General of the 36th
Infanbtry Division, and the Divisional G-3 visited the Regimental Command Post
at 0920 hours, February 1, to dlscuss the proposed cpesration. In a phone
convarsation later in the merning, the Comnanding 7Jeneral informed L&. Col.
Price that the attack would not be inltiated umtil every hope of success was
apparent. The operation would be contingent on the succesa of the 3Lth
Mvision, on the Regimental right flank, which was attempting to cross the
Rapido further north and capture Cassino.

i7ine clesarance parties from Company 'A' of the 1lllth Engineers, attached
to the 1l4lst Reg:l.mengal Combat Tsam, had been attenpting, during the night of
January 31-February 1 to clear paths from ths [insl assembly area to the !
croseing sites at the .iwver. A cleared lans had been opepsd to the soubhsrn
point, but the party worldog the northern path had drawn fire from aorecass the
%iver, and didn't get through. At 0350 howrs, PFebruary 1, the Znginsers reported
that lanes, twelve feet wids and marled with white tape, were open %o both
grossing sites, and that a second path to each site had boen started. The road

to the River, at the end of which the Bailey Bridge was to be instelled, had

not as yet been swept.

At 1500 pours, Februery 1, a meeting was held st the 3rd Sattalion Comwpand
Post with Officers from the legiment, Company fA' of the 1l1lth Ingineer
Battalion who were responsible for mins clearance, and Officers from the
Znd Jattalion of the 1S5th Znglneer Regiment who were spotting the eellapsible
rubber sasault boats, oot bridges, and the Bailey 3ridge to be installsd
during the crossing. The purpose of the meeting wasto eccomplish final amd
datailed coordination of all activities for the proposed attaok.

lotification waz recoived from the Divislonal A~3, at 1410 howsa, Yebruary 1,
tnat the attack would not be irnitiated that night. All units concernsd were
notified, and réconnaissance patrols te cross tho :iver with the same nissions
as on the previous rpight were ordered.
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Again on the night of February 1-2 only one vatrol suscesded in gaining
the western bank of the Rapido, This patrol, from LY Company, crossed south
of San Angelo and penatrated 250-300 yards inlapd, where they contacted an
ensmy amourity patrol and wers ferced to return. The pstrol reported that
ne defensiw wire entanglements had been erectsd south of the town, and that
the western banks along that zecter were very simep and from 30-12 feet high.
The cloge guard the enemy held along the westefn bapks, and the River approachas
from the sast, provented the patrol from Troop 'A' of the 9lst Recoumnaissance
Squadron from croasing north of the town. The Regimsntal outpost line of
resistaroe was pushod up to the River line during the night and security patrcls
maintained from the Main Line of Resistamoe up to the River,

At 0900 hours, February 2, the Comeanding Officers, S-3s, and supply
Offivers from the My3rd and 1llst Infantry Regiments met at the 1list Regimantal
Command Fost to correlate all details for the crossing. The deoisicon was made
to have a cerrying party of 160 men from the 1l3rd Infantry Eegiment carry the
foot bridges to the orossing sites. Four bridgss wers to be provided for sach
site, 2 to bs irnstalled initially, and 2 heid in reserve. It wes also decided
that the ls ¢ Battalion of the 1h3rd Infantry Regiment would attaok and seize the
knoll south of San gngelo, in conjunction with the 1Llst Regimont's assault on.
the town ltself.

Lt. Col. Arron W. Wyatt, (0-264395) of Ossining, New York, was reassigned
to the 1llet Infantry Regiment as Commanding Officer, the morning of February
2ni. Lt. Col. Price resumed his former dutles ss Executive Offlocer.

The engineers had besn worldng throughout ths night of February 1-2 and
during the morning of Fabruary 2 in en attempt to ocomplete the mine olearame
required. By 1330 hours, February 2, they were near the River on the road
leeding to San ingelo. Twentyons teller mines, apparently rewly laln with
light brush scattered over them, wors umdarthed alond the nose of tho hill
immdiately aoross the River from San Angele. They reguestsd, and were
furnished, a covaring party of 8 men from the 3rd Battallion for security
as they approashed the Hiver. Attempis to get through that aftarncon drew
too much ensmy fire, and at 1700 hours the enginsers reported that if
attempts that night were again frustrated, it would bs mmoaessary to use a
Soorplon the followlng day, which would require self-propslled artlllery
covarsegze .

G~3 notifisd the Reglment at 1600 hours, February 2, that the crossing
would not be attempted that night. Patrola were again organired and glven
reconngiszance missions pointed at detsrmining enemy strength and disposition.
The 3rd Battalion patrol, form 'i' Company, was imoreased in stremgth to
enable it to capture a listening post loceted along the westwrn bank, south
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of San angelo. The men sucoseded in gaining the wvestern bank along the
southern outsidrts of 8an Angele. They then woried their way norih along the
Tiver, but failed %o discover amy listening posts along that sector. Loving
inlapd and south along the road south of town, the patrol noted several
houses from which they heard ensmy voices.

ganeral yaiker, the Divisicpal Commander, notified Lt. Col. Jyatt at
2400 hours, February 2, that the contemplated taciical disposition for the
Reziment had been changed. Detailed information concerning the move was not
svailable at the fime, but in general, it envisaged hank penstration by tanks
of the 1lst Tank Group across the Rapido River and through the ocpen ground to the
west between the northern end of Wi. Trogchio and Cassino. The lijlst Infantry
kepiment would funetion as the infantry umlt to exploit and consolidate the
armored thrust. :

The 1lst Battalion was te move inbo an assombly area behind Mit. Troechio
that night, preparsd to jump off on & two hour alert, the 2nd Battalion of the
&th Armored Infantry Regiment extending their defenses south e cover the
1st Battalion sector. The Z2nd Battslion, of the ilst Infantry Repiment,
remained in their present defensive position, and the 3rd Battalion was directed
to pull in their crossing installations Irom the vielrity east of San ingelo,
both Dattelions to be ready to move on Regimental order. The 3
Recomnaizsance Troop were directed to extend their outpost lire north to
cover the gector to the 2nd Battalion of the &th Armored Infantry Regimewt.

Following the notification, the lst Battalion wus pulled back from the
lins and asaembled south of Xt. Trocchic in the hill dsfilade smst of the la
Pieta, closing in at 0615 hours, February 3rd. Their defensive sector was
ocoupied by Company *F! of the 2nd Battalion of the &th Armored Infantry Regiment.

L&, Cols Jyabt sent the assistanb §-3 of the Regiment to the Command Posi
of the lst Tenk Group, across Highway 36 {rom the northern tip of ¥t. Trocchio,

when the Regiment wms notified of the proposed move, to g8t as many detalls aa
possible. He reported back the following morning, February 3, with the
information that the operation was not lmminent, and would not be initiated umbil
the 3L4th Division had been gusesssful in capburing Cassipo from the north.
Control of kit. Cassino, the spearhead of the mountainous aslient jubting south
into.th#low land, "and thé-town of Cassino along the southeastern base of the
mountain, permitted the enemy too complete a conktrol of the low ground zouth

to Mt. Trocchio and the whole Rapido River line to risk an attack west across

the intervening open terrain.

Further attempts to ascertain specific detalls conecerning thes Repimental

move were made during the day of February 3rd. A% 1045 hours Lt. Col. Price
visited the Compang Post of the lst Tank Group for that purpose, but nobhing was
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definite at that iime. Later in the morning the Regiment was informed that
the Divisional Commander was golng to hold a mesting with the Commanding
Officer of the lst Tank Group early that afternocon, at which time the enploy-
ment of the lhjlst Infantry Regiment was going to be digcussed. At 1BLS hours
the Division G-3 had more specific information. 7The lljlst Infantry Regimantal
Combat Team, inoluding a detachment from the 111th Engineer Battalion and the
131st Fleld Artilloery Hattalion, was dafinitely attached to the lst Tank gGroup.
All the Battalions were to be in sasembly area, preparsd to move on two hours
notice, before dawn, February Lth. Orders wers to come from the lat Tank
Group. At 1520 hours, Lt. Col. Wyatt and Captain Roas Young (0-3LBL5T) of
San Antienio, Texas, the Bagimental Plans and Operations Offiser, left the
Command Post for a oconfarance to be held at 200 howrs at the Command Post of
the lst Tank Group.

Further dislocation along the previous Regimental dsfense line parallsling
ths Rapldo was saused by the detechment of the 2nd Battelion of the 6th Armored
Infantry Regiment from the Regimental Combat Team the morning & Februesry 3rd.
The Battalion was detached aa of OBLS hours, and sleared their previously
occupled defense sector st 1310 hours. Troop 'A! of the 9let Reconnaissance
Squadron was directed to extend its outpost area north to Highway # & to covar
ths gap. As of 0900 houra, February 3rd, Troop 'A' rewrted to II Corps control,
and was glven the mlisslon of cutposting the sntire Regimental area, in as much
as the lijlst Infantry Esgiment, imelwiing the %&th Reconnaissance Troop, was
schodu led to move.

During the early part of the afterncon, February 3rd, II Corps gavs
Troop 'Ct of the 9lst Rsoonnaissance Squadron the mission of outposting the
Regimental front, from Highway # 6 south to opposite Sam Angslo, and Troop 141
was to be amployed furthar south along the 1L3rd Infantry Reglmental Seoctor.
To avoid s dangsrous weakening of the defense ling. L+t Col. Wyatt direcetad
the 36th Reconnaissance Troop to remain in its outpost position until troop 'G!
of the 9lat Reconnaissamce Squadron was sctually in position.

In gs muoh as the men from Troop 'C! could not bs in pesition before dusk,
February Jrd, Company *I* was alerisd to outpost the northern sector until that
time, but the units from Troop YA! which had relisved ths 2nd Battalion of the
&th Armored Infantry Regiment when it moved out were held in poaition to retain
the continuity of the defansive plan. At 1830 houra, g-3 notified the Hegiment
that the 36th Esconnalssance Troop would revert to Division contrel the following
morning, February L, at 0900 hours. They were directad to sstablish a strong
point during the night along the northern part of the Hegimental defensive
sector, maintain patrol comtact on the right flank with the 3Lth Division, and
then assemble just prior to dawn bshind Mt. Troochio, prepared to move with the
st Eagimerbal Comhat\‘l‘em, but under Division control.
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Drigadier Parkinson and Vajor Cooke {rom the &th lew Zealand Infantry
Vigited the Tegimental Command Post at 1215 hours, ¥sbruary 3rd. Two enemy
plane attaeks osourred later that efternoon. At 1325 hours, 10 came in over
the Command Post area from the west, but were driven off by heavy anti-asireralt
fire, and headed north. At 1700 hours, 25 came in from the soubhwest and
circled over the enemy lines dropping somebhing believed to be suppliss, and
then hoaded back townrd the narthwest. A platoen of 'A* Company of the 1llth
Engineer Battalion were attached to the 1l4lst jegimontal Gombat Team on
February 3rd, and reported into the Command Post at 2000 hours.

Reconnaissance patrols from the 3rd Battalion were sent to cross the
Repido the night of February 3-l in the vieinity of Sar angelo. One patrol
from Compsny 'F?! werisd its way across to the far bank south of 3an Angelo and
irland 250-300 yards. &nemy velces were heerd in houses along the southern part
of the town. The bright moonlight hampered the patrols activities and 1%
returned without proceeding further. Wo emsny strong peinis or vehicular
movement weres discovered in the sector south of tem.

At 1500 hours, Februsry L, Lt. Col. Wyatt held a meeting ah the
Regimental Command Post with the Regimsnbal 5-2 and 3=-3, the Commanding
Officers and 8+38 of eaoh of the Battalions, and the Commanding Offlcers of
the Regimental unlettersd unibs and units attached to the Regimental combat
Team. Field Order 720 covering the proposed Repimental employmert was
discussed. The Order had been issued at 1000 hours, Februsry k.

The initiation of the operation was contingent ugcn the capture of Cassino
snd the esteblishment of a bridgehead across the Rapideo River toward the west,

south of Cmasino. The 36th Infantry Division, divided into Task Forees 'a? and
‘B, with tank support, wes o cross through the bridgehead and abtiack across
the open ground to the west and scuth. Task Force YBY consisted of the lLlst
Regimental Conbat Team and the lst Tank droup.

The initial objective of Task Force '8! consisted of chjectlive 17, 12¢
and '3' along Phase Line 'A?, which exterded in a semlcirole starting aboub
& half mile south of Cassinc arnd swinging west and north with Cassino as the
hinge. G&eocondary cbjectives consisted in fanning out to the west and south -
across the open ground to the acguine River to the west, capburing the fown of
Aogquino Yo the west, and Pignaturo to the southwest, and trepping and destroy-
ing the snemy in the whole Liri River Valley. rhe Ihlst Infantry Regimsnt was
anlso to assist the 3Lth Division in capburing the town of Piedimonte, further
northweat along the westsrn slopes of the Ut. Cassino salient.
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The 3rd Battalion of the lUilst Infantry Begiment was to revert imitially
to the 753rd Tank Battallon, as a seouring force for the II Corps Engineers
who were to install a Bailey Bridgs for armored srozsing of the Rapldo River.
The Battsllon then attacked and seized cbjsctives t1' and '2¢, and 'Z* along
Phase Line 'A' in conjunotion with the 753rd Tank Battalion, both Battalions
revorting to Rsgimental control on arrival at Phase Line 'A', and the 3rd
Battalion of tha lhlst Infantry going into Regimentsl reserve on the arrival
of the lst and 2nd Battalions at Phase Lins 'AY..

The lat and 2nd Batitalions olozed in behind this initlal penstration, and
continusd the attaok to the south and west bejopd Phass Lins 'A! on Task Ferce
tBt order. The 753rd and 760th Tank Battalions wers to attack in conjusetion
with the Infantry Battallons. The Camion and Anti-Tank Companies romained
on the eastern aside of the Rivwr, prepared to oruss and be employsd on BRsgimen-
tal ordsr.

The Ragiment, in the meantime, remained in assembly areas southeast of
¥t. Troochlo and emst of La Pieta. At 1530 hours, February Lth, Brigadier
Kittiberg, Lt. Col. Young apd Major Randall of the New Zesland Division
visited the Regimental Command Post to reconnoiter the area and arrangs the
relisf of the 9iat Recsonmiszsame 3quadron slements defending the prior Begl-
mental defense line. AT 21iL0 hours, the lst Battalion was alerted to move on an
houra notise in the event of an enemy attaok along sny point of the Reglmental
aag tor.

Two patrols were again dispatohed from the 3rd Battalion, the night of
February L5, to eross the Rapido in the vioinity of San Angelo. The sector
south of the tomn again proved vulnerasbls to patrol infiltration and one patrol
erosged in that area. The bank further north was too olosely guardsd with
automatio we apon emplacemsnts to allow the patzeol any activity, or permit
the othsr patrol to oross north of the tomm.

During the preceding several days, How Zealand Unlts had been moving into
the area sonth and sast of Mt. Troochio and east of La Pleta, in the vicinity
of the Regimantal Command Fost and the Battalion assembly arcas. This ares,
opsn to onemy cbeservation from the high ground to the west, alrsady was
cooupied by artllery units in nearly every defilade. The ressulting confusion
and road congestion togather with the apparent disregard of comoflagus dis-
oiplire typloal of the British Units, drew a great deal of hsavy imcoming
artiliery into the srea of the Regimentsl Commard Post fram Fsbruary l; to
February 7. The over congested gltuation was likewlse baliaved respongible
for repeatod ensmy plans attacks. Twime during the afternoon of February 5,
groups of snemy planes coms over the area. One group dropped anbi-personnel

bowbe along the northern part of Mt. Troochio, and both groups apparsntly
parformed photographio missiomm
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Yow Zealand Units relieved the 9lst Recomalssance Squadron slementa along
the previous degimental Dofense Sector the nipht of February 56. The Hew
Zealand phones were hool®d into the @ginental wire network, and arrangementas
made to have the ifew Zealanderas make patrol contact with the 3Lith Division on
their right flank and elements of the 2nd Battalion of the lst Ialantry Regiment
which were still outposting the southern flanl of’ the kagimamal sactor.

The New Zeelandsrs were in the arsa by dusk, and the relief completed during the
night. Guides from Trocp 'C' of the 9lst 7ecommaissance Squadron led the

Hew Zealanders intv poisition. lo patrols were sent out the night of February
5& because of the bright moonlight.

&% 1100 hours, February 6, Lt. Col. Jyatt held a meeting at the Reglmental
Command FPost with Captain Young, the Repimental 3-3, and the Batialion
Commanding Officers and 3-3s, to discuss ths ghtatus and mission of the
Repimental Conbat Team. At the time, the operation remained contingent
upon the capture of (assino and the esteblishment of the bridgehead by the
3th Divieion. A 3%th Division Directive, issued later on the 6bh,
confirmed the previcusly made plans. Task Forces '47 and '8! came under
the control of the Comranding General of the 36th Bivisien, who was in
osommand of Combat Command 'BY wnlen inecluded both Task Forces.

In order to remove the Batbalions from the congeated ares and resultant

incoming artillery barrages lald into the s.ssambl;é areas alcné the reveras
slopes of &t. Trocchio and east of La Pieta, and to have the Unite in a better

pesition to execute the proposed cperatlon, new assembly areas were recomnoiiered
during the day of Pebruary 6. The area chosen lay to the sast of Highway 5,
almost dus sast from the former positions, in the vieinity of Ch. Clcerslle,
between Sen Vittore and Cervaro., [iine olearance waa needed, and arranged

for with fompany fA' of the 11lth Snginsera. The Zattalions moved into this

ares immediately after dusk, Februery £, in the following order, the 1ag,

3rd and the 2nd last, and ell were closed in by 2230 houra. The Hegimental
Anti-Tank and Camncn Companies were notified at 1750 hours to male a reconneis-
sance of that arsa the following marning, February 7, and move in.

The Chisf of Staff of the 36th Division, Celonel “fineent, with the
Mvisional -1, visibted the Regimental Comuand Fost at 1106 hours, FTebruary
&. At 1500 hours L. Col. 'i:ya%t visited the Co--and Post of the 1st Tank
Group to coordinate plens for the opsrabion. The Regimeontal Comnand Post
area was again subjected %o porlodie artillery shellings during the
afternoon, and two snemy plane groups circled owr the area, ope group
of 10 plansa dropping bonbs along Dighway (6 east of Cassine.
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At 1300 hours, February 7, Lt. Col. Wyatt and Captain Young moved to ihe
advancs Begimental Command Post which was established at La Pasternalle, to the
eust of Highway # 6 az it ourves around the morthern tip of Mt. Trocohio.

At 1500 hours, the Regimertal S-2 and Communications Officer attended a meating
at the Command Post of Task Force 'B! connerining their functions in the
operation. The inti-Tank Company moved into the new area in the vioinity of
Ch. Closrelle during the aftermoon of February Tth. A%t 1950 hours, Captain
Morgan, the Comsanding Officsr of the 3rd Hattalion requosted and was given
permiasion by Lt. Col. Wyatt to tale the Company Commanders from the 3rd
Battallion on a patrol redonnaiasance to ths vicinity of the proposed orossing
8ite along the Rapido. They returnsd at 21400 hours.

The site of the Regimental Advance Command Post, in La Pastarnslle, was
under fairly olear cbservation by the ensmy. Cassino lay straight ahsad slong
Highway # 6 moross open grognd, and cbaervation positioms atep Mt. Cassino
afforded the ensmy sxcellent vantage points over the low ground to the south
including La Pasternsile. To minimlze this risk, a back door jeep trail was
proparsd through defllade into the town. The 1llth Engimsers construoted the
trdil and claared it of minms. A% 1730 hours, the roar Comand Post wes olosed
out, and the new opanad at 1830 hours, February 7, inLa Pastermells, 2 1/,
miles southweat of Ceasino. -

A1) attempts of the 34th Division too apture Cassino had been unsucessful.
They had suscesded in aspturing the northern end of the valley Tormed by the
aastern rim of the low ground and the Mt. Caira-fassine mountainous salient,
ard had gaioed a foothold along the emsiern ridges and hills of the salient.

The enomy, howsver, was firmly entrenched along the southern and western heights,
and held Mt. Cassino, tha southern tip. The historically famous Abbsy of
Uontecassino, home of the Bensdictine Monks, straddled the very tip of Mt.
Cassino, commanding the eastern and southern approaches to Cassino, and
dominating the entire area.

The Germans, in flagrant viclation of Internatiomal Law, had cocupisd the
Abbey, using it for observation and defense, Possession of this virtually
inaocessable bastlon by the ensmy rendsred anmy +actical movements through the
low ground to the south extremely hazardous, It likewlse groatly imperiled
the success of an attempt too apturs the town of Caasino situsated at the baze
of the Mountain. This taotical situation was the primary obatacle to initiating
the mopoged emplyment of the Regiment and Task Foross 'A' and 'Bf in a break
thry to the west throughthe opsn grognd south of ¥t. Caszino.

&
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The only apparont meanrs of circumveating thie obstasls lay in eapburing
the Abbey itself or in rendering the position untenable for the enemy by
demolishing the structburs. The fmerlcan forces had pursued the former course,
hoping to avoid the n#cdassity of destroying the ancient shrins, symbol of the
sources of Christianiiy. Hence the tmctical employment of the Regiment was
azain shifted to the north, this time inteo the {egbhold which had been
gstablished along the eastern and northera ridges of the Mt. Caira-Cassino
mountainous structurs.

A% 2005 hours, Pebnuary 8th, -3 inguired how long it would tale to
get one of the Battelions on the read to move to the vicinity of Cairas, which
was gituated aboubl two milss north of Cesssine along the esstern slopes of
the mountalnous salient. Thers had been three serious sounterabtacks by
the enemy in the mountains north end west of Caira, and additional troops werse
to be moved in. Capbain Young informed G-3 that i% would fake about two hours
to pub a Batialion on the road. At 2030 hours, Lb. Col. “Wyratt was directed %o
have cne Patialion on the road by 2230 hours, February 8. The Battalion was
to be upder Division control, and possibly atlhached to the 142nd Infantry Regimert.
The 2nd Pattalion was alerted to move, and %o talm thelr warmest clothing and
two blankets per man.

The trail %o Caira wms a btortucus and hazardeous journey. The only means of
gecass to the town and the foothold which had been established in the mountains
invelved worling north along the eastern rim of the low land, from 3an Vittore
through Cervaro and 3an I'ichle to Portelle, then doubling back toward the
southwest Inbo the valley between the eastorn rim of the low land and the llouni
Calra~Cassino meuntainous salient. The route then ran south along the sastern edge
of the low land, nearly as far sowth as Cassino itself, cub west across the
valley,floor, crossing the Rapldo near the Italiap Barracks at Villa, amd
finally north along the vastern base of the mountains to Caira.

The roads leading north through lervero, 3an jiichele and Portella were
little more than trails, winding and twlating tortuocusly along the mountain side.
The conblinuous reains of February 8-11 loosenad the soft swrface of the roada
and renderad them almost impasseble, some secticns with nearly a foot of soft mud
on the surfroe. The sntire route, freon the time it left Cervare, wms undar
claar obssrvation from the Abbsy of Vonbecassino and many points, partisoularly
the crossrcads in ths valley, were subjectsd to consistent and ascurate
artillery barragzes by the ensmy. ihere the roubte ran acrcss the valley ['loor
to the west, it came virtually under the noses of the Germans ocoupying the
Abbey of Montecassino and the surrounding he.aights.
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The 2nd Battalion, under Lt. Col. John C. L. Adams, oovered the trail
the night of February 8-9, cloaing into the area north of Calrs at 0530
hours, Fobruary Gth. Only a minimum of 20 wvehinles wsre taksn along because of
the hazardous road sonditione. Guldes from the ili3rd Infantry Reglment met-
the Battselion in ths vicinity of Ceira, and guldsd the men inte an assembly
area north of town. At 2230 hours, February §, Lt Col Wyatt was notified
thet the previously plannad opsration was off and that the 2nd Batiallon would
have the mission of relieving the lat Battallon of the 135th Infantry Regiment
of the 3Lth Division during the night of February 9-10. The balame of the
Ragimental Combat Team would move to Caira the night of February 9-10, in
Division rewsrve. (uartering parties were to be sent tot he vieinity of
CGaira oarly the followlng morning, February 9th.

At 1200 hours, February Sth, Field Order #21 was issued, dealing with
the move from the visinity of Ch. Clcerelle to position in the mountains
in the visinity of Caira and Casszino. The 2nd Battalion, having moved intio
the vicinity of Calra the previous night, February 8-9, relisved the 3rd
Hattalion of the 1ZHth Infantry Regiment, the nlght of February 9-10, in
defansive positions of Hill # 706, along the scuthern end of the Mt. Castellone
ridgze, The 1st and 3rd Battalions olossd into ths vieinlty of Hill # 213,
along the eastern wall of the mountains bstween Cassino and Caira, the night
of February 9-10, and cooupled Hill #593 south and east of the Mt. Castellons
ridgs, in relief of the 135th and 168th Infantry Regiments of the 3lth
Division, the night of February 10-il, The Cennon apd Anti-Tank Companies of
the Reglimant wers directed to move back to the Regimental Servioe Train, in
the viocinity of San Pistro. The 13ist Fiald Artillery Dattalion moved into the
vicinity of Portslla, prepared to support the 1lijlst Regiment when it moved
into position, Company 'Cf of tha 2nd Chemical Battalion was attached to the
1llst Reglmantal Combat Team, and directed to move into the vioinity of Mt.
Maiolm, along the eastern wall of the mountainous salisnt, south of Calra,
on February 10th.

The positiona which the troops of the llist Infantry Regiment were to
ocoupy were Looatdd in the midat of the Mount Calra-Cassine mountainous
struoturs. The lofty snow-capped peak of Mt. Caira towers well sbove the
othey mountains, from the north at the base.of ths salient. Nount Cassino
forms the southern tip. The main featurs of the intervening terraln is
Mt, Castellone, with its rocky ridge line exitonding sonth. The southern
part of this ridge ies denoted Hill #706, and it was along the southemstern
aslopas of that hill that the Znd Battallon was to move inmbo position the
night of Pebruary 9-10. Mt. Maiola iiss southeast of Mb. Castelonns, and

Just north of Mt. Cassino,
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The repaining featurss of the derrain etop the salient are less
prominent, and consish of minor hills and draws, theuph she features them-
selves are all cub along rugged limws. Hill 503, onto wideh the lst and Jrd
RPattalions were to move the night of Februsry 10-11, is situated in $ho midst
of the salient, and forms the soubhermiost hill whiich had heen wrested Ifrom
the onemy. The jimerican positions afop the saliont extended in the form of a
seni~circls from the cast. The sidewnlls of the; zplient are extremsly abrupt,
maling aceess Ho tho positions along the Hop difficult and perilous.

The iegimental assistant S-35, the fompany Comoamler of the Negimsntal
Feoadquarters Company, and quartering pariies from the lst and 3rd pattaliona
moved to Cnira the morning of February 9th. Guides from the 1356h Ianfantry
Regimont wore appoinbed to maet the lst and 3rd Battslions when theoy reachad
the vielnity of Villa and @ill ;213. The comtach poirnt was Road Junction
4y, near the Ifelimn Parracks et Ville, and the time set at 1800 hours,
February 9th. The Regirentel Comrand Post at Ia Pasternelle was cleosed out ab
1810 howrs, February 9th, and opened in the Sown of Calra at 19%0 hours.

The relief of the 3rd Sattallon of the 135th Infantry Regiment by the
2nd tattalion of the 1L1lat Infantry Regiment, on Fill /706, was nccomplished
the night of Februsry 9-10. [Forward elements of the Zattelion had worled their
way up the mountains, through the draw betwsen i, Castelomns and #r. Jatloa,
and roached the hill at 2010 hours, acaoupanied by guldes from the relieved units.
Ammunition wes invenboried and transferred over, and an exchange of blankets
erranged between the Battalions, to aveid the necessity of carrying the extra
woight up and down the mountmins. ¥Uortars fron the 3rd Batbalion of the 13Gth
Regiment remained in position until those of the 2nd Batbtalion of the 1llst
Regiment were zersed in for delensive fires, 7The relief was completed by
2200 hours, without incident. The 1st and %rd Battalions of the ljlst Regiment
closed in Lo 4heir assenbly ares on 3111 #2213, south of Caira, ot 0205 howrs,
Pebruary 1l0th. at 2000 hours, February 9th, asrrangements were made with the
135th Inlantry Regimont $0 have gjuldes at thelr rear Gommand Post, near '
Caira, o guide Tk. Col. vyabtt to the forward positicns mt 0700 hours, the .
following morning.

A% 1300 hours, Pebruary 10th, Pisld Order 22 was issued, covering
the proposed employment of the lst and 3rd Pattalions. The initial movement
consistad in the oocupation of positions on Hill 3593, the night of February
10~11, in relisf of elements of the 135th and 168Bth Regiments of ths 3Lth
Dirision. H111 #9593, the knoll immediately northwest from the abbey on
tt. Cassino, forms the southern tip of a minor ridge ruming north and soubh,
the northern nart of waich is called the "3nales Jead”, because of its
apnenreance on a conbour map. The 1st Hatbtalion wes to move onto Hill F593,
with the 3rd fattalion further worth along ths "Snales Head'.
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The atitaok, to be Imupchsd at 1100 hours, Fetroary 11, would be made in
smjwotion with the th Divialme Tha 1lst mittalicn was to be the assault
eohelon, attacking south from Hill 9%, to cupture Hills # 509 ard 37h.
these latter lay direstly south of H1l 593, HL1L 574 teing dus west
of the Abbsy of Noxtscassinoe Tha Jrd Battalion was to follow olose behind,
smeolidating end holding Hill § 509, and then pushing om to MLl £ 3The
glopwnts of the 1%th and 168th Infantry Reglments wers to assault the Abtey
itaelf, from positions eawt of Hill § 593, and the 13%-d Infantry Reziment
twd the mizsion of eapturing the tomm of Cassino.. The 131st and 132nd Fileld
Artillery Bittalicns were in divest swport of the atthok of the ilst Regiment,
and the 155th Pield Artiliery Eattalion was in general supporte The artillery
rrage on the snamy poaitions would sommence &t 1030 hows, Felrmry 11, and
1Uft on orde fram the Commnding Officer of the 1ilst Infantry Regiments

At 1130 hoors, Petrwry 10, Its Cole Wystt and Captain Yowg attendsd & meeting

at the Regimental Comwnd Post in Cairoe, atienisd by General Mlbwr, the

36th Division Assistant Divisiomml Commnder, Genteral Butler of the. 3ith Divisionm,
ihe Division G-1, 0«2, and Gu3, and the Commnding Officers of the d apd
i3rd Infantry Regimnts. The attask for the morming of Felruary 11 ws the
avhjeot af the conference, snd fiml arrangements and coardimmtion were
reschade It was decidad to bave the lst and 3rd Dattalions of the Ujlst
Rogiment ccouwpy HL1L # 593 as & terrain featurs in conjwiion with slemsnts

of the Fith Division, mather than in relief of thoss elemnts as arigimlly
p¥nned, The 2ud Mttalion of the lilst Regiment me to be attached to the
U3rd Infantry Regiment for cpsrationml purposes onlys The Fremch Bth Marrscan
Segiment was to attaek enemy positions on Mte Oaire the night of Felrwmry
10-11, and the 13rd Reglment was to relieve the 1i2nd Regiment in positions
along the Mt. Onotellone Ridges the same night.

Tt. Cole Wymtt held a oomfersnce with the lst anmd 3rd mttalion Commuding
officars and B=3s at the Regimental Commnd Fost at 1630 hows, Felxuary 10th,
and gave them fiml ccordiption for ths attacks The nsed for close
acordimstion of effarts batwesn the st and Fd mitalions was wiressed by
Ite Oole Wmtte Ths Regimental Comsndor pointed out timt the taotioal
sitwtion offered the onemy exsellent flanking fires against ow troops
as thay moved out to the attmeke Heavy maohine gun fire Would lmve to
be amployed, firing over the head amd from the flanks of tha attaaking eshelons.
The oritical supply problem was alse discussed, and crders given that the
man should oarry all possible raticns into positlona with thema
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One of the most oritical elsmenta of the sntire cperations ws the
awpply problen of getting adequrte smmunition, rations and othsr necessary
itemz to the poaitlions atop the mountainse A forvard Regimantal supply dump
my ostabliashed near Portella, whish was as far slong the route to &airs
as it me Feagible to use vehloular tramsport, From tiet point forwrd, dom
inte the valley, aoross the walley floor, and w ths mountains to ponitim,
supplies were moved by mule trains and, in the $nith1 stages of the qnution,
a good proporiion of the bulk had to ba hand carried.

The first stages of the swply axix, ~ nober:' tranaport to Partella ~ms
tisd w the firsht several days by the nearly impassible road oonditione
caused by the somtinuous heavy raina, Maay stretohes aloag the rad wars at
bast ong lans wide, and though the iraffioc had bean routed ome-way over tha
woret parts, whan a aingle vehiole bogred down the entire solumn wes held wpe
On many ocoaslons during the nights of February 101l and Pebroary 1l-12 vehiolew
alid off the road, or wers bogged down in the desper ruts and tisd uwp the whols
stream until olesaranoe oouid be wades British Units I1ikewice lmd to use
this route, and thetr bulky and less powsrful wvehisles, partiouiarly ths smbulances,
wers froguently stosped. The trip from Cerwaroc through to Portella, ar olsar
throngh to Catre could be coversd in lesz than an homr wndor normd sonditions.
ll);.!f'ing the firat days of the cperation in the momtains, it frequently required

$ hoursa.

The mora ferious aspects of the sitmtio converned relaying the awpplies
froa Forballa on, The night of Febrwry 10-11, the night dbe lst and 3rd mtitalions
wre moving up the mountain into position, the Regiment was umbls to get
sufficisnt mules to bandle the bulk of the supplisss Of the 150 mulss
pramised, only 46 Ind arrived at the mule park near tho formrd Regimental dump,
and about half of thoss had been alrendy wmalked for 30 mllss, and ware unfit
for duty that nighte. Fvery attempt was made to ssoure more, and some wers
dampatohed fraa the Ui2nd Infantry Regiment parke Fimlly, at 0200 howd,
Fabruary 11th, & train of 55 mulea Iad been organised, loaded and started om
the roads

Any acoount of the campaign into the mountaing sbove (rira must

necyssarily reflsot the diffioultiss and hardships of this awpply route,
T™he tralls had to be mavigated at night, beoauss nearly the entire route, and
partioularly the part leading aorocst the wmalley flear, mas under clsar
ehery obsarvation and subjeoted to cmalatent and acowrats eneny artlllery
, firess Disperml of the mule trains was impossible buwocause the single road was

the only mine-oclmred lanw, and the mulss sonldntt b dispatobsed singly
baocauss of the maocesaity of guides and maintaining cuntaot along the trails
leading wp o the moumtaings
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The almost inconceivably difficult part of the task lay in scaling the
mountain sides. Ths rains had loosenad the thin sovering of mid on the
rooky tralls making theme xtremsly slippery, and along many stretohes it wms
virtually impossible to gains foot holds. -The aside walls of the Mt, Caira=-
Caasino monntainous struoture are very abrupt, and offer faw draws to make
the climb easier. In many inatanoes, ropes had to be tisd from man to man
to pull and guide the suceeeding men up, or lead the mules over ths worat
part. The main supply route led across Eill 3 213 from Villa, and up the
draw betwsen Mt. Castsllone and Mt. Malola. An altermate route, used to
supply she Znd Hattalien om Hill # 706, led up through the town of Caira-
and up the draw between Mt. Uaira and Mt. Castellons, and then south along
the aastern side of ths Ut. Cpatollome Ridge. '

The nights of February 10-11 and 11-12, the two oritical nlghts of the
operation, many of the auppliss had to be hard.carried because of the diffloul-
tiss of petting and organiring mule trains, and because some parts of the
trail were nearly inmcosssable to mule transport. Several truoks had ventursd
across the valley +o ths west, to the base of the mountains, ami aome suppliss
hed baen taken that far. The ensmy, through observation amd by knowing the
* only avallsble routes open to our supply was able to pour acourats mortar end
artillery comncentrations onte the trail. As a result, a great deal of dis.
organizktion was inavitable, many men were wounded, and tha trail was littered
with dead mules. The darkpess, and unfamiliarity with the trails the firat
two nights further complicatdd the task.

Mon to handle these mules and suppliss wers recruited largely from the
Cannon amd Anti~Tank Companisa persomnel, amd latsr, from a group of 200
replasements received by the Reglmenk the 12th of February. In the initial
stages, ons trip up the mountain with supplies required from dusk until dewn,
and was so arduous that a man oould only be countsd on to make the trip on
alternate days, though in many instances the same men wers required to, and did,
work ceaselsssly at the task. The difffouliy of the whole task was augmented
by tha faot that the type of fighting whioh ccourrsd atop the montaln required
for the most part the heavier grenade and mortar ammunition in largs quankitiss.

A platoon of engineers from Campany 'A% of the 1llth Engineer Battallon’
checked into the Regimental Command Post in Caira at 2L00 hours, February 10,
for duty to work the tralls. They were lnstructed to do what maintainence
work they could on the trails, and to begin early the following morning, as
soon a8 daylight permitted. The platoon reportsd in at 110 hours, Febroary
11, that they had accomplished what they could on ths trail, apd that 1t would
posaibly hold up for two-three dsys unless the mules chopped it up too badly.
The platoon was direoted to rdturn and service the trail further forward, %o
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forgard, to the vieinity of the Regimental farward Commend Post, The artillery
barrapes had oontinually Interrupted the enginesrs! sfforts,

The 1st Battaliop, wmder Captein Newpen, and the 3rd Battaliom wmdaer
Captaim Morgan, moved from thelr sSsembly ares omn Hill # 213 end into position
in the vicinity of Hill # 593 the night of Februsry 1011, closing in st
2300 hours February 10, and O30 hours PFebruery 11 respectively. They
ralieved elements of the 1ot and 2nd Rattalioms of the 136th Infantry Regiment
and the Znd Patielion of the 158th Infantry Regiment from the meoat forward
positioms omly, ths move mot being a relief of thoSe slemsnts, The Repilmental
advanoe Command Post wes moved from Calra snd established on tha northeastern sJop
of the 'Snakes Head!, & 1ittle more than a half mile northeast of Hi1l g 593,
at 1700 hows, Februsry 104

Fill # 593 forms the southern tip of a small narth-south ridge line
in the midgt of the Mowmt Caira-Catsimo mowmteinous structiwe, snd iz the
koy torrain fanbure In the defense from the south, or in sn offense from
the north directed to tzke Mount Cassino enmd the Abbay of MonteCassino,

The terrain atop the southern part of the mountainous saliemt comsists of
minor hills eand draws. A desper draw extends to the east fromw souvth of
Hill # 553, amcross the northern slopes of Houmt Cassino,

The impression. the Regiment had been ziven was to the effect that
Ai1l # 593 wes actunlly occupied by elements of the 34th Dirisiom, and that
the 1s% snd 3rd Battalions would encowiter no diffioulidy in oceupying the
H3ll the night of February 10-11, Actually, the positions ocoupled wers further
worth slomz the ridge, In the vicinity of the 'Snakes Head?, The enemy was
Pirmly emtrenched an Hill & 593 itself, and held aecure smplacements behind
a stone wall running acrosa ths ton of the Hill which afforded them
extalleont defense positioms,

The occupatiom of Hill # 593 the night of February 10-11 thus assumed the
natvre of an atkack 1itself, Refcre the men reached the vicinity, they had
already beem required to work their way up the tertaous mpountain trails,
from 3111 # 213 up through the drew to the west betwoen Mt. Cestellome and
Mto Maiols, amd souwth alomg the top of the mountainous structure to the
fSngkes Tead®, From that polnt om, the men encounterad heavy oppositionr
from the enemy positioms on Hill -} B33, and mortar ard automatic weapom
firea from the suwromding hills to +he south and wesbt. Close contmot was
made with the memy, to within 2030 yerds in mamy instanses, as the men “rom
the lst Battalion attempted to work their way south fram the ?Snakes Head?
along the sides nnd top of the ridge to Hill ;f 593. 3Both sides wed large munbers
of hazd grennafles,
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The apttack, at 1100 hours, February 11, had tobe lpumched from these

procarious positions pained slong the ridge south of the tSnakes Head!,

Tho units were well under strength, with between L;5.50 % reduction in combab
strength previous to the present operation. Casualities suffersd during the
oocoupation of positions the night of February 10-11, and s further reduction
in strength caused by the unusually large number of stragglers who had been
unable 4o make the perilous mscsnt, further reduced' thd on position strength
Just prior to the attack to mearly a 60% reduction in combat efficisncy.

The lat Battalion, with Company 'C' a3 the aaseault echelon, began the
attack at H-hour, 110 hours, February 1l, coordinated with similtansous attacks
by the li2nd Infanbry Regiment on the Ragimental right flank toseizs Hill
§ L68 which lay due west moross a small draw from H111 # 593, amd elements of
the 135th and 168th Infantry Regiments of the 3lth Division on the R,gimental
left flank which wers atiempting a frontal attack on the Abbey of Montmomssino
acregs the draw which ram east from Hill # 593, The cbjecotives of the ihlst
Infantry Regiment comsisted of Hill # 560, immediately south of Hill # 593,
and g111 # 37h, further south and due west from the Abbey, A fairly accurate
csonospt of the relative hoight of thase hilla can be cbiainsd from the hill
numbers, in as much as the mumbers are detarminsd froam the contour heighth
of the hill.

The initial attempts of ths lat Battalion to advance south along tha
ridge to Hill # 593 and beyond to Hill 3 569 encountered extremely heavy
mortar and artillery concentrations laid into the area, anmd automatie fires
from peiitions on Hills # 593, 458, and 517, and the sbbey to the south.

The primary obstasle blosking the advame consisted of theflanking fire tha
enomy was able to bring against the shook troops, from their positions on

Hill ¢ L6B to the weat, and the Regimenmt had no means available of counbering
or evading this fire. The nnlts, in their reduced strength, were sble to maks
only igolated apd short gains against the firmly o stablished defenses on Hill
#593. In many of the situations, these successes had to be gaimed by ereeping
and crawling along the barren and rocky surfaces of the ridge and dislodging
the enemy from hias positions with hand gronudes.

At 1130 houra, Captain Newman, the Comanding Officer of the ist Bsttalion,
reportbd to Lt. Col. Wyatt that the Command Post of Company 'C?! had been his,
the Compary Commander wounded, and all communications with the Company knoolmd
out. At 1205hours, the 12nd Infantry Regiment reported that their leading
oompany waa likawise held up in its attempt to take Hill # A8, Usaptain
Fewman reported shart gains at 1243 hours, but that heavy casualties were being

suffarsd,
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Ths flerce close-in struggle for pesitions on Eill {593 lasted throughout
the afterncon of February il. Hand Grenades, used offensively and defensively
by both sides were [requently the only thing that oould be employed because of
the rocky nature of the tarrain and the alose contast maintainsd with the enemy,
Qver 1500 grenades wore used by the lst Fattallon slone during the afterncen.
A%t 1330 hours, Lts Cols Wyatt mported to Gensral ‘Wellsr that stiff resistance
was st111l being encountered on Hill # 593, and that Ei1l 4 158, to the west,
would probably have to be taken, instead of just placed under fire as the 112nd
Infantry Beglment was dolng, befors the Reglment could suceesd in dlslodging
the enemy from Hill # 593, At 1305 hours, the 142nd Infantry Reglment reported
that ome company was being slowly advanced south through the draw between Hills
# 593 and LGB 1in an amttempt to flank tho defensive positions.

The enemy launched two couhterattacks du"ing the 'af¥srnoon of February 11,
ons of severe intensity at 1200 hours from the positions om Hill # 59% and oms
at 1600 hours, of smalled proportions. Whils both thess counterattacks were
repulssd with heavy losses to the ensmy, the total effsct was to poutralize the
attempt of the 1st Battalion eloments to advance, and the positions remained
substantially the sams throughout the afternvon. The 3rd Battalion, though not
in the original assault echelop remained in close support of the lst Battallon,
and likewlse suffered heavy casualtiea from belng in the midat of the artillery
and mortar impaot areas,

By 1645 hours, the astrength on position had been reduced to 10 @fficera
and 66 Znlisted Men in the lst.Batbalion, and 12 Officers and 9l Enlisted Men
in the 3rd Battalion. Lt. Cols Wyatt at that tiwe notified Captain Hewmsn of
the lst Battaiilon to combine the elements of the lst and 3rd Battalions into
one unlt, using Captaln Morgan, the Commanding Officer of the 3rd Battalion
a8 Execubive Officer. The men wore to be ordered to dig in and hold their
present positions, and a strong combat patrol was to be kept south along thoe
ridps toward Hill 5 593, to keep in close imuch with the epemy disposition.
Defensive artillery and mortar fires were arranged. Supplies, with the ex-
coption of grenades and mortar ammunition, would probably be adequats besoause
of the reduction in strength.

The largs number of casualties suffered during the initial ocoupatlon and
during the aftornoon of the attack accentuated the difficult and hazardous pro-
blem of evacuntion of the wounded from the mountains. Additional litter teams
were reorultsd from ths Anti-Tank and Cannon Company personnel, and, on the 1Z2th
of February, from a group of replacements assigned te the RHegiment. To briog ome
wounded man dewn from the mountain positions, in a litter, froguently took a team
from oight to nine hours., The Battallon Aid Statlons had bsan set
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up st the head of the draw betwesn Mt. Castellons and Mt. Maiola, and the
Regimentsl aid Station mt the base of the mounteins, mear Villa, south of Calra.
Stragglers also oscasioned difficul%ies during the operation. Many had fallsn
cut during the march into position the might of Pebrusry 10-1l. Because of

the aritiocal shortmge im onm position strength, fraquent attempis had baen made te

:rngniu thees men from the vicinity of the town of Salrs and the ALd Btations
return them to their umita. I

Information received from prisonsrs of war ocaptured the aftermcon of
broary 1lth indiocated that spemy unlts to the Hegimamtal front sleng Hill
were from the 361 Panter Orensdier Regiment. The prisoosrs stated that
the hills further east were defended by parachute troops and, to the morthwest,
by mountaln troops. Prisomars captured the following day, Februsry 12, on
HALL 68 coptirmed that ixformation, and identified the parachute troops
as the lst, Bad, and Lith Companies of the lst Parachuts Regiment. The presence of
units of the 36th Panser Grensdiey Be nt, and 5 Caspanies of the 200th
Panser Gromadier Regiment was also imdloated.

The Regimontal Commanding (fficer, Lt. Cole Wyatt, ami the Regimamtal
8-3 aund 83-2 ecparated during the perliocd of the atiack and the subsequent days from
the Regimental adwance Cowsand Post located along the northessters buse of the
‘Snakes Head', atop the mountainse This positionm, although it offered the
Comanding Offiosr and the Staff Operations and Inkelligence (fficers olose
vontact with the attack, wes within easy rangs of the ensmy fires, and
was frequantly subjected to artillery and mertar ocnoentratioms.

The positions alemg the ridge north of Hill 3 wora hold during the
mght of FPebruary 1ll-12. A% 1125 houra, Pebrusry 12, It. Col, Wyatt reported te
Lte Col, Price, st the Regimewtal Comsand Poat ia Caire, that ze forward
movemsnt was possibls but that the menm were holding the presenmt positioms
in oloss ooutact with the sueny, with the limited strength awallable, it

woon, Pebruary 12, the Regimextal 2~3 estimated that the Eegiment was rati
ander » 75% raduckion in Sombat -me.‘souyo Lt.Cole Wystt also reporte that ©

there had besn several looalized sounterstiaoks dwrimg the night, from the
visinity of Hi1l $593, shich had besn repulsed, and thit the enemy showsd
20 inclimation tic offenaive sotivities this mornings Two patrels had been knpt
forward of the Hegimental positions the preceding night, along the ridge towerd
Hill #5593, to kmwep im olows touch with the eoamy dispositien. The entire,

aras had been frequently subjected to hoavy mortsr and artillary fire.
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It, Col. Wyatt told Lt. Col. Price that there was urgent need of
grenades and mortar ammuniition, amd woolen gloves and soclks for the men on
position, The continous rains ard cold winds atep the mountains
seriously increased the difficult and hazardous conditions for the men on
position., In as much ag the lst and 3rd Battalions had been united, the
supply echelons of those Battalions were combined and handled as ones unit.
The 200 replacements which came to the Regiment on February 12th wera used by
the Regimental S-l ag mule skimmers and as litter bearers for the Aid Stationse

At noon, February 12th, the Assistant Division Commander noiified Li. Col.
Wiyatt, that the lst and 3rd Babtalions had the misslon of holding defensively
Ij:-lin th;ig present positions along the ridge between the “1Snakes Head! and

11 93.

The 2nd Batialion, which had remained operationally attached to the
Uggrd Infantry Regiment remained in their original defensive positions
along the slopes of Hill # 706 throughout the period of the attack. At 15L0
hours, February 12, Lt, Col. John C.. L. Adams, the Commandinz Officer of the
2rd Battalion, reported to Lb. Col., Wystt that the strength of the enemy
along that sector was unkmown, and that a strong counteratiack against their
pogitions might be hard to gtop, To strengthen the position, the 1h3rd
Reglment was sending elements of their Ist Battalion inbo that sector.

At 1840 hours, February 12, Lt Col, ¥yatt notified Lb. Col. Price that
there was a possibility that the lst and 3rd Babttalions would be moved back
to the vicinity of Hill # 706, nesr the 2nd Battalions positions, that night.
The mule train was held up pending the decision, bub flanally dispatched
to the same position when no werd was received. The promised relief did
not arrive, ard the men held their former positions. A minor counterattack
wag launched from Hill # 593 about OLOO hours, Fetruary 13, but the men
experienced no difficulty in repulsing it. Throughout the night the engineers
conbinued their maintainence® work on the trails. The constant use by the males
and the surface destruction from the shellings required continous work.

Lt. Col. Wyabtt attended a meebing at the Divisional forvward Command Post
in the vicinity of Caira shortly after noon, February 13th. He was notified
that the let and 3rd Battallons would be relieved frop their positions
the night of Psbruary 13-1L by the 2md Battalion of the Roydl Sussex Brigade.
The Battalions would then move north to Hill # 706, along the southern part
of the Mt. Cagiellone ridge, 0 the same sector the 2nd Badtalion had been
occupying. That sector would then become the Regimental defense sechbar. .
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The Regimsntal Surgeon was dirsated to lo;\a.ﬁé all the Battalion Ald

Stations with the 2nd Mitalion Ald Station, at the bead of the draw batween

te Bstallons and Mte Meiola, and the Regimental 8} notifisd to growp

all the mitalion swply achelons to work to and from one dugp. Guides

ware Arranzed to taks tle troopa of the Roywl Sussex mttalion into position, and
from the 2pd Mmttallon to gulde the lst apd 3rd Mttalions to H111 4 706,

At 1645 nowry, Pebrmry 13th, ths Reglmntal Cammmnd Pest at (xiro
revsived a direot hit frome 150 wm artillary shelly The shell récoohettad
from the roof of the adjolning building and plowed into the sandimg protection
aoroas the dooar of the Commnd Post roow, sxploding on contnot. : 1t. Cels
W¥utt wme killad apd Lt. Cols Prise wounded. The! entire enlistsd personmel
of the Begiwental Plans and (perations woctiom were wounded and kad to be
evedmteds Ite Coles Prics, tefors ha was svacuated, notified I, Qol. John
0liLe Adams, Cossanding Officer of tha 2nd Bubtallion, that he was in command
of the Regimente Lbe 0ol. Ldams notifisd Capiain Ross Youmg, the Regimental
8~3, that ha would snsauwm the additloml datiss of Rxeoutive Offioer.

The lst and 3rd Battalions Wers relisgved from posibions aloag the
ridge north of HL11 # 593 the night of Febrwry 13-1%, by the 2nd Mmttalicn of the
Roml Sussex Rrignfis. Ths relie? was ¢ffsoted by man to man rephcemnt
in the defanaive positions, and ™us completed ut M120 hours. Guides fran the
2nd Mmtialion led the 1t and 3rd Batitalions marth to the vielnity of
Hill 4 706, the men olosing in at 0600 houra, This sector, along the
spubhen stern slopes of the Mte Castellone ridge tlen hecams ths Regimental
dsfonaive sectors A% 0800 hours, Pelrury lith, the formss Regimanbel
advanced Commnd Post was ologed out and moved to the head of the draw botween
¥t, Oastollone and Mte Maiols, near the Regimeninl defensive positions,
The Regimewtsl farward Casmmmnd Post and the 3 Hattalion Cowmsnd Postas ware
then lovabtod in the same spote The Regimentul 3-2 and 5«3 returmed to the
Canmnd Povt at Caire to coxtinue cpsratlons.

A truws wms regwsted by the ememy the morning of Febrwmry Ui, to
onabls them to remove their dead snd wounded from the poaitions along the
mountain tops. A csszation of hoftilities and artillery fires wmas grantad
to sxtend from 1030 bows to noom, and later extended to 1330 howrs. The
truce wes srranged Through the Ui2nd Infantry Begiment, snd the' sectar
oonaerned Wz siouth of the Regimsnbal positions om Hill & 706, and to the
west from HI1) § 593, Over 165 dead sloms Wers romoved from that ssctw

hy the smemy.
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At 1510 hours, Februsry 1, 6=3 rsquestod the rolease of Company 0!
of the 2nd Chemical Battalion fros the Regimental Combet Team. The llaison
officer fram the Company had reported, earlier in the afternocon, that
the Company had eight of their [;.2 mortars set up in the draw botwesn Ut.
Ceatellons and Mte Malolas.  IE. Cols Adans reported that the Regiment was shart
an organio mortears, and 1% wea deolided that Company 109 should remain
attached to the Regimewtal Combat Teanm. .

Combat patrols worksd south frox the defemsive positiona the night of
Pobruary Uj~15, across the draw south of Mb, Castellons to the vicinity of
H111 $517, along the southsrm parté of Mt. 3sn Angelo which lies south of
Hts Castellsos along the western wall of the mountainous salient. Contast
with the ooy was msdo ss the petrol attempted to work to the top of
the Hill, and the patrol was wwmble to procesd any further. FBetween the
hours of Q400 amd 0500, Pebruary 15, entmy artillary was usasually active,

shelling nlg &Mu :l.nt-mifoll’{ fron the front lise poaitions woll baok.
The town of Calra and the vicinlly of the Rogimsntal Command Post was

subjected to particularly heavy concentratiens, over 700 rounds falling in
that area. Hoeevier ocalibsr, 150mu and 170mm artillary, waz used primarily.

I4. Col. Adsms returmsd to the Regimental Command Post in Caira at

00 hours, February 15, and the Reﬂmsml sdvanced Camand Post was
closed out. Yater ln the wmorning, beglnning at 1030 hours, Amoricsn
planse began a series of bombings of the Abhbey of Yonteoassino. Tha
gormans had installed gun ompleoements and observation posts within the
Abbey itself, ard the only alterpative faocing the Fifth Army lay in
demolishing the atrusture, Lsaflets adviaing the religilous and civilian
ocooupants of the famous Abbey of the proposed dsstruction had bsen propelled
iy the Abbsy by artillary on the previous day. Flight after £1light of héavy
and medlum bembars, over a hundred plames in all, ceme ip from the szouth,
gpillsd their bomb loads onto the Abbey szd swwmy emplscements along the
slapas of Mount Cassinge, and olroled off %o the west. The anolont structurs
orumbled into a heap ef rulms under the heavy assauvli. Over 150 snamy were
seen wildly trying te get away from the Abbey ag the firat plames dropped their
louds, Artillary and small srma fire took a heary toll of theass men as they
expoted thomaslves across the cpon terraln.

At 1400 hours, Pebruary 15, the Regiment was notified %o hawve a quartering
party at the DMviszion Command Post at Corvaro at 0800 hours the following
morning, Pebroary 16th. The Rogimemtal 8-2 and § men from each Battalion
moved out the morping of February 1éth to rsoomnoiter a rest area for the
Regiment in the vioinity of Pratells, baok along the Volturno esst of
Highway #6. At 1500 hours, February 15, I&. Col. Adems visited the Advanoe
Divislion Command Post, in the viecinity of Calra, to disouss the defenziwe
situation wlth Goneral Btack, the Asgistant Bivision Commander. At 1830
houra the Regimental Command Post in Caira was olessd out and moved to
a building about & half mils northwest of Caira, aloug the zleopes of Mt. Usirm.

SECRES

-l -

[ERRE T DS SO I M s LA ) BN



Arrangements wers mads thY gﬁéhﬂEnF&bmar}r 16th to make patrol

contact with the British Units to the left of ths Regimental positions. The
oontact point was a house in the vioinity north of Hill #593 which had

formarly been unsad for the lst and 3rd Battalion Command Posts, A patrol was
sent to that point at 1730 hours, and contact mads with the British at 2038
hours, and maintaimd at thres hour intervals throughout the night, The
following morning the Commanding Officer of the British Units, the 7th Bripade,
requestind that the arrangements be ganoelled becsuse the British troops were
Indlsns and he was afraid they might shoot at the Ameriomn troops. The British
wors notifisd of the location of our listening posis.

The Commanding Gepsral and Esgimentsl Commanders of the 88th Division
vigiisd the vicinity of the Regimental Command Post and line positions on
February 16th. Security and contact patrols operated from the Battalions the
night of Fsbruary 16-17. Toward morning, the Brikish mads an attempt to take
Hill #593. Intenso activity in that ares, with a great number of ensmy flaree,
was reported periodically by ths Foglmentsl listening posts and defense positions.
The British succeedsd in working men onto the Hill, but fallsd to hold any gaima,
and wore pushed back along the ridpgs toward the *Snakes Head.!

At 1730 hours, February 17, the 2nd Battal jon reperitsd that a security
patrol, working forward fromthe Bettalion position, had dsstroyed an ebdmy ,
mortar enplacement, and probably a machine gun, with hand grenadss. The
emplacement was Located in the draw sonth of Mt. Castellone. The fmgimental
defonsive positions had remained stationary Ffrom the time the lat and 3rd
Battalions had moved north to Hill #706. The dsfenss line ran gensrally in
the form of a oircle, with the 2nd Battalion in a morthesouth 1ims along the
sonthern slopes of Hill #706 defending primsrily toward the southwest and
went, and the 1st and 3rd Battalions situated further down the slopes toward
ths southeast dofonding south and southwest,

The Hegiment was alerted, thes night of February 17-18, to be prepared
against the posaibility of o German oounterattack. British Unitys wore
attempting wide scales attacks, with New Zealand troops attacking across the
Rapido Rover toward Cassino, and Indian troope attacking south meross Hill
#593 to seize the Abbey and Mt, Cassino. The Regimsntal listoning posts
ard dafense positions reported intsnsive activity periodically throughcut
the night, in the wvioinity of HI1} #5935, The offsnsive petted possession of
Hill #593, but further penotratlons toward the Abbey were repulsed, and the
bridgehead aoross the Rapido, whish the New Zeslandors had extended into the
vutskirta of Casaino, was pushed bacl across the River the following day.
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At 1300 houra, FTebruary 18, Lt. Col. ,idams opsned au advanced Jecimental
Comaand Post af the read of the draw bebwesn [ t. Castellons and 1&. Malola
in She same position with the 3 Zatfalion Comnand Posta. seneral Stack, the
Assistant Division Comander visifed the Cownnand Post at 1530 hours, and
mads a tour of the Battalion positions with the jegisental Comrander.
At 1615 hours, the rear Regimental Uonmand Post was moved buck into the town of
Caira. The position outside the towa had been located within the Preach sector,
and a higher echelon Freach Unit claimed the buillding for its owm use. 3Zecurity

gatrols again worled forward from the Patialion posisions the nizhit of Pebruary
B-19, and the Regiment rexained on the alert to asaist the British in holding

Hill 2993 in the eveond of an enomy atiexph to recapbure that position.

Lt. Col. Charles J. Denholan (0-21293) of Pouzhlsepsie, Mew York, was
assigned to bthe egimont as Execubive Officer, Fabruary 19%h. A% ;70 hours,
February 19, Li. ¢ol. ldans ordered o patrol conslsting of one Officer and
several Bnlisted I'en %o be sent frow Conpamny !'If to conbach the British Units
“in the vicinity of the "3nakes Fead". The patrol reported in at 1500 hours
that there were no Lroops on the "Snakes Fead", bub that the Dritish held
their positions further socuth slong the ridge and on i1l 593. 4t 1610
hours, Februery 19, the Jecimental Liaison OIfiser ko the Oritish Origade
reported in to the Jownand Post, confirmine their hold on Will 593, and giving
the detalils of a raazligment of their forces pelanted ho renswed offensive
acbivities.

throughout the ni-ht of Februery 19«20, contact patrels wwre malntalned
to the flants of the laglmental peaitions, with the Lritish on the Ieft, and the
U2nd Infantry on the riht. USecurity satrols were active o the f{ronb of
the Batbalions, and harassing morter and artillery concentrations fired opto
the enemy positions on ills A4E5 and 517. Considerable machine gun and
anall arms fire was reported fron the uorth, s=long the slopes of Lt. Caira,
throughout the aight. The follosing morming G-3 r=porded tust Gersan patrols
had attenpted to breal tirough the Prench Iinzs in that szotor, but had been
stopped by the French. :

puring the night of Felruary 20-21, reconsaissance petrols from the 2nd
gattalion worled foryerd from the Cmgars.y 171 and Company 'GY postions, %o
investigate the exnemy disposition. The patrols both returned in shcrtiy alter
0300 hours, Tebruary 21, and reported hearing digginp-in  activities south of
the 2attallon positlons, in the vieinity of ;7ill ;.’ﬁ%g- Bokh patrols went oub
again, one Lo work soubh through the draw between ©ill 517 and tho "Snakes
Aead" and ettempl Lo copture prisoners end $he other to specifically locate
the digping activities. The prisoner patrel drew fire and failed to capture
any of the enemy, but remained in the draw ags a listening post, and locatsd an
enemy nortar position. The other patrel lilmwise specifically loeabted the
engmy dizring what »as belisved to be nortar nositions, south of 3111 /517.
These areas wers im-sdiately placed under nortar fire.
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The Germans ccunterattaclesd to the east, during the afternoon of
Febroary 21, from Hills i 517 and 168, and north through the draw betwsen
Eills # L68 and 593, The attempt was apparsntly aimed at recapiuring Eill
$ 593 and establishing a breakthrough between the British and 1Llst Regimental
dafense positiona, Hoavy mortar ard artillery concentratlons procedad ths attack.
The Company 'F! chservabion Post cbserved thres.four pieces of artillery firing
from west of HEill 4 L&S, about 200 yards south of the Battalion positien.
Mortars from Coampany 'HE! and Company 'M' laid approximately 80 rounds into
ths srea, ard reported hearing enemy men screaming fellowlng the barrage.
Shortly afterwards, about 50 enamy were cbssrved worklng their way north In
the draw between Hills # 593 am"isa

The enemy then fired red flares, following which smoks was Ja id onte
positions on Hiil # 593, and a short time later a green flare was firsd, ab
which signal the enomy fires ceased temporarily. Heavy machine gun and
mortar fires from the lhlst Infuntry Regiment and the British Units on Ei11
# 593 repulsed the attacks, and the enemy efforts ceased shortly after 1330
hours, although loocallzed in’tarmitan‘h activity was noted throughout the
afterncon.

A reconnaissance @ trol from Campany 'I', the night of February 21.22,
reported anespemy machine gun emplacemsnt along the northern slopss of Hill
# LfB, and dus scuth of the 3rd Battalion position. The patrol waa unable
to réach the position beomuss of the heavy brush. Lt. Col Adums, at 2355
hours dirsctad that either ths patrol should return with bazookns and rifle
grenadss, or that mortars should bs fired into the ares with the idea of
kseping the enemy strong polntas terrorized. At 0035 hours, February 22,
the Ragimamtal Coumandsr notified the 2nd Aattallon $-3 to have a patrol
work forward from both flanks of the Regimsntal position to within 200-300
yards of the ensmy position, and %o have them remain throughout the following
day to observe and wevent any eénemy mine laying or patrol activity. The

men should remain oompealed unless they could utilize their firs power
profitably, and should take a radic along to relay their reports.

At 1140 hours, Pebruary 22, L+. Col. pdams held a meeting with tha
Battalion and Company Commandara at the Regimental Command Post. The
purpese of the meeting was %o disouss means of improving the morale of the
men, and ohanging thelr attitudss from defensive-mindedness to apgrossivoness,
to make them amxious to keep harrasing fires on the ensmy positlons with
avery means availeble.

On February 22, the Rsglmental 5«3 requested the Division g-3 for
englneering personnel 4o blast machine gun emplacements to the front of
the Regimental defensive positlons. THNT explosive charges and fuses %o
make 8 "boe=hive® blaster would be required for tha work.
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The enrineers, from Commany 'A' of the 111th Engineer Battalion, failed to

get through the evening of February 22, but reperted in the afterncon of Feb-
23 with the englneering equipment and were led up to the 3rd Battalion -

poaitions that night. The work of btlasting the emplacements, 12 each for

the 3rd and 2nd Battalion ppsitions, was commleted the following dgy. The

1.2 chemical mortars from Company 'Ct of the 2nd Chemlcal Battalion

furnished covering fires for the enginesr persomnel while the preliminary

work was heing completed.. :

At 2025 hours, February 23, (3 notified the Regiment that Company 'C!
of the 2md Ghemicai. Battalion would be detached from the Regimental Combat
Team as of 0500 hours, February 26th, Security and contact patrols were again
active the night of February 23-2L, but no unusual activity was reported
from the German posltions. On February 2hth, the Regiment was notified that
itg relisf would be effected within the next several days, by trocops from the
Bth Morrocan Regiment, tut no specific details were available at that time.

Patrols during the night of February 2L-25 engaged in sucgessful activity
to the south of the Regimental positions. A security patrol from Company ¥F%
captured two prisoners who were believed to be from a wire tapping patrol
attempting to work their way behind the Regimentsl 1ines., Later imterrogation
gsubgtanbiated this fact, and identified the mrisoners as being from the
2nd Company of the hith Parachute Regiment. Another 2nd Battalion patral of
one Officer and 3 Enlisted Hen worked their way through the draw south of
the Regimental positions and onto M1l # 517. They surprised avd killed a
sentry guarding the ruwins atop that Hill, and began searching the body.

Bafore they were able to finish, three enemy rushed them from hehind the
ruins and in the ensulng cloge~in flre fight, the patrol disposed of all three
without losing a man. The activiiy apparently dlerted German positions
throughout the area becsuse szeveral machine gun emplacemernts opened up on

the patrol and a great number of Illuminating flares were fired over the area.
The patrol was ahle to silence two of the machine gun emplacements with

rifle grenades and ki1l another enemy befare they were forced to withdraw.

The men lost contact on the return trip, Tt all returned in safety.

?mmy emplacements located by the patrol were then placed wyler heavy mortar
ire, !

The daylight forward patrols previously ordered by the Regimental Commander
had been werfdng forward from the Regimemtal positions each day, leaving
early in the morning and reporting in shartly after dusl. Contact mtrols
with unity on the Regimental flanks, and security patrols worlkdng in the
area to the front of the defense positions were active each night.

REPRIBE S AT Tap HATL RS A2 4 e



o

e Ly a

Beliaf for the Reglment was acomplished the night of Febrwry 26w27,
bty the 2nd Battalion of the 35let Infantry Regiment of the 88th Divislon.
At 0800 hours, Felruary 260, ths conmand refpomibility of the sector ¥as turned
over tbe the Frenck, whose units ad relisved the i2nd and Wi3rd Infantry
Rogiuanh-

The Repzimental Commnding officer, Colonel Champy, snd reconmeizsance
pertiss from the Hlst Infuntry Regiment visited the Commnd Post and the
defense positions duwring the afternoon, Felruary Zbth, and fiml deteils
arranged for the relisf. The relief was scoamplikhed by wiits, and
oompleted at 0800 howrs, Fetrwry 27, without imeidents Qowpany '8% of
the FHlst Infaniry Regiment relieved the lat mttalion of the Ijist mﬁnu‘-’.
Qompany TF" ths 2nd Batitalion, and Company ¥4" the 3rd Dattalion.

Reglnsutal Coommnd Post &t Onira wWia olosed out &t 0900 howrs, r.brmry
27 and opered at 1245 hmn-l at Pratelln,

The relieved unita, after olsaring the lounhint, Moved by fook sévess
the ™ lley to the Regimental supply dmp ot Partella, and Ir am. thers by truok to
tha rest Wvotmo sree at Pratellaes A1l units word olossd info the ares
&t 1500 hourd, Peliruary 27ths On Felruiry 28, Lt. Cols Adaid bald & iaeting
with I&e Cole Denhcla and the Cimmnding Officerd of the mitnlions and
the Reglwinta) inlatteid wnits to mbs arrangements for the rest period
and entsrtaimment for the men, The rest we lndly meeded; apd woll deserved;
afbar the arducus campalizns o Febrmry.
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Capualties of the 1l4lat Infantry Regiment for the month of Fsbruery,
19kl, wera as follows:

OFFICERS ENLISTED iEN  TOTAL

KILLED TN ACTIOHe o4 vecssannnnas 2 ' 24 26
DIED OF WOUND3 5 HE I 12 i
WOUNDED IN ACTICN 15 19 205
INJURED IN AQTION 0 12 12
MISSTIE T AQTION 18 567 585
TOTALBu vnsenorsnsansraesesanss 38 802 8ho

Enemy cssualties end destroyed meteriel for the nonth of February, 194,
are as folloist

EST IMATED

KOIN ADDITIQMAL
Frioomors of WAree.ssssscssnes z ——
K1116Q eaevesaosnnvnconsrponnas 31 195
WoUded esnevenenvevsasnsscsnna - a35
IBening GUNBeacssessssasussnas 6 3
Bluht HoTtETrBasesecscrnssrassas 2 4
75mm Antl-Tem: GUleassscossans 1 —

END

Repart of Operations liritten by:

CHARIEZY G. SCHWAKTZ 0-20595789

2nd Lt., Regimental Hyg.

OFF IOIA .. ilst Tufentry Regimend

7 I3ADRE fL.30TIT
Captaln, l4lat Infontry
ADJUTANT
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TBADQIAKTERS, 1L1ST INPANTAY SEGIMENT, (IFLB JVE fown
APO # 38, U. 8. AIMNY

16 Jane 150,

Bubjook: Transmittel of fegimenbal History and ConsBusions from Oparatioma
To i Commnding General, 36th Mfautry Divialen, APO 36, Us B. Army

1o Porwaded herowith 1s the Beport of Cpardtions of the Lilat Mnfmtry
Tgiment, Rif1S, Cir the month of ¥ay, 19L.

2, Thres aspoois of tha operations ongaged in during the moath of May,
154, require spacial ocoment.

-av The leag pericd of statise warfure during the pmat winier azd
spring oreated am atbitude of delense whish had to by owreams balore offeasive
cperatioms oculd Do conduoted with speed and offisieney. Although all ranmks
wio amtious te o moving fermard, the greatsat diffisalty ws sxperisnced in
isereasing the texpe of all phases af supply, movement ard lomanss of arders.
Individuals amd uaits were slew and delilsrats whon spod should bavey bosn the
Ivyeerd. This atbditude of delense acscspunisd with dolikerate, dovalled and

~omplete erders gAve way th an aggprvsaiw attitude aseenpanied By yapid changoo,
mvemat axd ordery, howsver, ths chamge wms d4f4ou1s.

b, Commnrications persemsl accustomed 6 complete wire systemn feamd
in defensive operations had fatled to mintain @ high atate of effisiovey in
radio oesmmnloationss The tiem o in prehibited gontimsug wire
soeaunisations due Yo lomg 1 apd rapid woversad. As a resuld units weoe
freguonily out of gtmmnisations, and contrel diflismit.

s Olege umar freat line Infantey uadts by anbictonk and tank
dentroyer units 1g anm s b0 sasanhial. During pest eporations in this thealre
the wapeaa of tank destroyor ualts ware used rrimoipmily as ariillsry and ansie
fank sorpaniss were used fov carryimg partiss. 7This paat exploymmd wms o
ceise of groat diffisulty being exporisnced im getding thewe su TROPODS
inrt -positions from they oculd engage smomy armsr belore 1% strusk
faot trecps, Cemmanders of andi-sschanised wapsan initially almply would mob
push thelr wapoma far emough forward, olther through a fallure o uaierstand

the ‘oreas osuntry abllivy of thwir wamspertntion or threugh a niseensopiion of
olose supporte Zmall local osumbter-atimeks ascempanisd by a fow hnim o
arsorsd porsenssl carriers are frequently mde during & gemral withdrawal 40
aid in breaking contact. These attaoks mat be met and pteppsd by antd-4qak
wapons vhisk can hit the ememy armer before it remches the fraat lime Iafambry,

&y Inslogures: (/b1 cn
Inol # 1 ~ Heport of Operations CRUARDING
Inal # 2 - Conaolidatsd Camualty Fepory for Uarch, April and
Inol - Maps, Italy, 1150,000, Shasts 158 IIX, 158 1, 150 11
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; 5 ' " In.tuxtry. was directed ‘:ry the Regiment

nndu- 11. nmove fru its asseably area into.sou ition north and ﬁ“ af tho

: 2nd Mttallion positionss The men had olosed inko poslition by 12300 ouwras

cow C. sffected the relief of 1 platom of the 36kh Ronunnd,utnco rroépm

A ‘40 the morning about 103 howrs, 27 My 1 . A& MaLsoni offider ;;

‘from the 360h Raomimbc Trodp Hd‘n%‘a-hld to t-.’lu nncinmtnx Gouhna Bacs
P"F" 0250 30 howr the: 1nk Bat emminding. (f
P ‘ AT

fhf‘d uld e:made, , and SHab Bo’ lt'ﬁ(& 4
‘ Mg-fmﬁu rgéu abould’ be mady wtid o ordered b
Yhe prisiary vewns of aftanse would by seriding’
trronitqodrra-uwtwmthn:hringingﬂumin a3 8 ,
‘and: agaiy extdnding forward with the patrola.. Bc&h
 tix;raserte, mov ‘At alang 808 1inibing Lind byvaos bee. twqc?mm,m .
r dt]}w.um propared Ho defend the. flanks agninst cousteratioky. The' tertibin: ,
over ar ‘whish $he advance wis £0 nove was omsisted primarlily ot rollin; gruw PR
,,ﬂami‘x ln-burcouod with well wooded drawa and snll:l.u. e
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SR ura o’ tha cl‘hy ur Vhlletri ag tho nbjeoti'ra. Th.o qmu wu iu ) :
&inl: 0 heurs, Qﬁ uith the 2nd Battalion m Zrd

WL B hor naoxrth ight flanks !ho Bxhtalion, rrnni
“ posibienx asabt ef Vellstrl wauld be iunoguentnl roservss The 2nd Battaliom _
wan direcoted initially to ewing their rignt fiank oround tm:‘d the aatth, in -

" arder to prosend a unifted lins with the 3rd Babtallax for the  wbtmoki Bach - - -

. of tha attaoking Battalicns would have ane platoon of Cennon’ ddnnr mﬁ me
‘phtom d.' th. Anti-hnk cmpl.nw npaﬂting 1n i.ts uutcru _ e

:ngimch thﬂ“"&m
Intaniry, theln

PRSI a ' - s, § | . J*' .4 :
@ etiany £ &urnﬁ tg&hﬂom;l y of Valletrd larobed. ¥, eounberet
! it Ariking direstly within the 2bd Battaliod, 13 1sb Ixfantr s
lgon,vy §tnoantrakions of arkillery were I'ired inbo- the u-”’pn ading
th lﬁttfonw:l.n( chnlrmdﬂ! the. hmw bk
al armored: porscansl ouri.-.-l Mok“d‘
oty The . u&uro ‘ _tuowllwded hoavily rolling, tﬁdwﬁﬂdt&
! seoay. to mask his:atitak mtil he-hat idimnsod thrtM p«ﬁi‘im
Eg aciﬁ&hl Tnibas Bocauge: of the tarrain, plus the: faqh thAt the
WAt {=Ppn¥ weapons had . hok moved sufficiently forward te. tﬂ.ab 16 4 2rd 1
txi{os to ubilise. thelr fires o neubrelise the machanixed ubike: spleysd
, Hm opmtst=nttook, tha enmay assoult hed to bo ropuleed:allosy.aatirely by
{ 16fenkry wmids;.  This s wocompllhed without serious A1fficulsy, Bu¥ Com
And'G:nlomg zhn lofy tlank, :g th'; htlzuon wore’ ra-e:% to d,'ﬁh&-uhf'”_ Y
jﬁ{h' ea’ - daffongive oy Coxpany P almg the'rip
O Buﬂfdlfu!'podtim_, o the brunt of :;5 u’pu'd. m-ﬁ*

baldy dble.to 8 qu r
m;gﬁwmﬁn:ﬁ&wcqmrnum %

&w The wtback

* Colenel Hmmy hot:l.fiud the no;'uannhl Conbat !um mﬁi u2q jxdlh';
28 My 194}, Shat the attask woudd be poxtpenod unbil thé 2pf nm.uuq oeild
" oumplete ity recrganitation’ in prepwretion for sdvenoing, abd thek’the attack
"'Imld. then move out o Rsgimental arder. Earlier in the aftsrnosd, Gonsrid i!‘u,»
the Comionding Ganeral of ‘tha 36th Divisiin artillery visited the Regluental'. - -
ﬂoma.nd yoxb io diacuss nri:lllm-y mppatt with the H-gihnh!, Cqmni-r. e
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hours 27 May 190; and oomkimaed $hr &
Juil‘bﬂuﬂu scountered in ahy pe




D
y‘nu Reginental uniks
mede, snd ulwly ush foarwerd by m iscloted: ..
4ha loonlized- ad uneo. Colmel Harmony them iav:. .
somd'those orders 90 each of the Battalions, directing them 0. hcip.troll m’l e
infruttorthauinolm,mdmupwhu'cthonm-uu T

y n!'oll&rlht the omellatien of the attack, conpo.ny Dwg ulli;md tn tﬁb
P Pal o reinferse ita position. Company A of the 636kth Tank Dnﬁ‘
Bhibaiion was attached te tho Rekimental Combat Toom:.as of 1310 holrs,
i Johle ‘Oc-punr A of the £3d Chomicel Battalion ag of 1500 heurks

the 2md mﬁ-uqn pasition, the w..umm Tank - o-tr'

el
Loy fmd f.!.n arder te galn: groatar’ efraotiu—
19% madhanised: odnlur-ittulh by'the enedys At 2015 hours) 26 MWl
Regimantal Comnand Post displaced Forvard knk Wag; spendd sk the
dew ua;haa. abm 5 puu uuﬂpm of romﬁﬁs :

ahed during the night u:c'aa-eg‘ '
ﬁ:';; Mawrmm liﬁiu:h;my mﬁrﬂm
Inte o0 ¥be- v
B TYEETTRIRE S Inﬁnﬁr; sived ymsy wbtaoks, nfnﬂc abwt‘
Vel )_inh!.n; ﬂwar . uueuphd by Comgany. Gs

sudh pad.tionp m
ositions along
lﬁigznh« . piitrol, di-patnhul from thl
portsd in 0230 hour's that sis.
mg the laft flapk of tho“b;!.ﬂnul
okoations ' A% 0130 heurs, 29 My Aol
‘Comamnding Genernl wanted o be o
mortars, nt‘ thﬂ Attdghed Bjcrd ul Bettalion wore i

: 1wms ru\hmi the marning:- of Bas
o Cdirested $¥aveld any 'ma jor enpg-.aui,aidz Advanos .- |
: um:t # indlanted, by pushing petrols out 0’ ey Ares Al
0. pmin alasondy forwird. Small pocimts of réuisks
noening, the advenoe waa combimody . The'
g !uhhnn on 1gelated strong points, ‘tak’ e
15 forolng the suasy Le aténdon thoms Inibial frite .
¥ Hia snemy dofenaive. instellakions obtained fram phato mofmtutiqn, e
mﬁm and intervogabion of prijorers of war, indioated that defonsive’ ®
mﬁu s ware hold to the front of tho 2nd and 3rd Battalion pniuqﬁ., and -
hat gn mine fields ha.d bosn placad in front of the ht Blttnl:lon mtup

By noon. 29 lty ISM. tbe Rnginnrhl line was about 2 -:!.Iu t‘rm ihv. tum SR .
“alomp the ‘sowbhem flank, ‘with tho 2nd Battalion on the laft and the Jrd Bat= Co
talie_. fur‘l'-hd' ncrtheut- Tha lat Battnlion furbhar north and ulmd: dua aalt

4
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tu.r thruush the af ornucn boomu d‘ tha rauiatnnoo aud nznu "' PRIL e
u'od. S srmnd was galped, howaver, omos the mine "fields had been rlnnhd,
‘and by 00 hours, 29 May 1 the ls% Battallon reparted to the Regimental .
__Gél.nlur dhat Corpany O had: cut the main road roaning noctheast £rom ?‘ollatri.
‘ard: establishod: a road blook about 2k miles from the towne Artillery b-ri-ngol
;held the 2nd: -Battallion ip far o shark paricd duringttho oa.rl exh ct: the A
. eftornoon, but the adveoo. cmtimed whon the q;l, Tha' .
o 3rd Hattallon encowntered the only heavy resistance for ouny oot i‘m' ool
aft h‘d-fondii:; atrong points in the 3rd Battaliom dechars At 1530 hm, 29 May "
,.-the Assistant Diviaion. Commander vialtod the Hegimontwl Commnd Tost, .nl ,
d'i.cnrmled’ the holdup. of the 3rd ~Bettelie . with Colansl Hardony andii n;]or‘ L
;. and 15 wan doolded thatXend L Compdnles should ttack the gtrong polutd
Bldo l.ztha 3¢d Bahtaliar ldmnom The Assistant Divist o Cq 31 r thep .0
'v;_-u:oa the CommendPogh of the Jrd Battalion. Ak 1000 houwrs) Od)arel Enrncn?'
sparted: from the 3rd Batballon Cowrand Powt. thit the odvanoe had ¥aen rosumed, ..
and Hed siogeeded in pushing’ moroes the railroad ling whiah Tyoa M'rrun bha
omi. of Valletri, lass than two miles’ from the oitys An ynomy HEss by fow!.
i.nh ‘againat the lat ﬁaﬂalim pu:lt:l.au LR ‘urnkﬂn up bs' mimr;r ﬂ:et a.tr
‘}hml.aﬁlylﬂ# K" ’ L

The' deing Gonqrul of the éth In.tnm;ry Dimicn diuoté ‘ Golaie
Hapmouyy: at 2330 hours 29 My 154l that the mesent Egimental. ‘1inse; mnuld»j
‘g tiold And catposted throughout the migkt mid following Rewping, andtha¥ the
Ruglm:thl ‘omeander was £o report to the Uivision Commnd: Posh the” M:ﬂﬁ"
dhg; thy mning of 30 May 944, at 0900 houru for & pqn.t‘urﬂnw rcu:nd 1
‘platig fof ko' Ujlet Infentry.: Swveral :l.scuara wore il ought o, !
Comxnd Post the nighti of. 25-30' Wiy 19y, mallag o total of’ gver, p-* .
£.war obptured in the lask: severdl dnyn, Und o' 1ot s rors hj,on, thi priacnefsy.
“ulstost: i.‘d:hout oxoeption, talksd froeely and willingly, giving all the; 1;:L'ww e
- blom they hod.at thely disposals . Amomg the prisaiers’ broughh {n’ had. Yeeny sove, .
A ¥ ﬁuuinnt who hed baen 6n.p|:urad by the omn;r i Rusaia A, rg:old td wu:;ld

L ho mmy 1:1 I‘buiys

’ ,j-sf,i'

155 hou:rl, 50 lhy 15!4!;; columl Barmny hold a umrm-enu;vrlth. ’hhc' 1
38iiod conminders, ‘Regimontal Staff, and the. Comanding Offfccry. of; tha 5&1{
iz Bagdrien (@) B irbaliq:t and ‘tho Rezimontik and nttnohed write” 'ﬁp d;lmw
‘-;-'%};‘d qu;aul doller h mmrhionoithat morninge . $He 6&2}.0
a a %

ailan pu.d boun ordnrod to roligye the \
19&!1;4‘ rgé pmﬁﬂﬂ:ia: wore - gﬁm for the iﬂ}hequent o omp kot

ey A

: oawbof W61l ,thoroliar‘bobﬁ"'

. 11:.{ (tie wos- that tho Ujlet Infantry would bo hoter pci £n,ip,:’p, 1

3 &aah tlu-nngh to tho norbhwest the lat Armared Di.vl.ni.nn oA mpﬁin;".;'»i!hm

,uthar Vma that thel Wi1st Tnfentty would move to en assembly apea’ northenwh. of,
Veliotirl to owait Plurther assignment, On sompletion of £ho’ roli.af, Gunpa.niu i
B ‘and- @ of the 805th Tank Destroyor Battalian weuld' ruvcn:t to oautrol of the: -

36&!1 En;:t.nuur (¢) Bnttal:l.ﬂ:i in defenaive: q@pcrho S

- "\:

- The Conmanding Goneral had discussed sovaral points dpr:l.ng h:lc don-ferendo. B
.Che subjeot whioh hed caused same 4 f:lo‘ulty wea the gditrol of a:ttnohod Tank -
I‘eatr'oyur and Tank wits, Gonoral Walker statod. that thaee units wera daﬂ,nito-
‘xy under the command of the Regimental Commander. These mpp(rhing *unponb
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BRIy emowtired by bho u';m":.f

omteFratiselts wre wwlly mde with 35 ‘enks

withent infsutry, The infamtry wnite, with Veir'.
other swppery shonld Mw ne t_lﬂ'ﬁn_l in revulss

30 My 190i; the erewy sountercettaeind sgh
mtel seater; in the ares ocdempisd by y
: a ' As the stheck progréi

Aty

soer the swnly routss.
‘th nitht of W31
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of oepturing the towm of Tbllatri. Onerntionri 1m1=-uut1aaa hlmd a‘h lhhS
hours, 3 My 19k, detailed the vlans for trking tho town. The lat Battalion/
from ity poesitions arat of the town wras to rdvrnee from the seat vhile tho 2nd
Bettalion from the Fegimental regerve wes to rdwincs acuthwest towerd Vellotri.
The 3rd Battalion was dirgoted toremnin in its nrogent nosition umtil 1600
. hours, 31 YWy 1ol while the B5th Infentry fivision on the Mjlst Infantry right
f1lrpk orossed ita front in ita push towerd the northwost, and thon mow wout
_the Repimntal reaserve pres which $he Zud Prttnlivm hed coowplod, Comeny & of
the 636th Tnk Teatroyer Bottalion wes etiachsd to the Regimental Combet Toed
for the operation., Tha edvrnoo by tho Baticlion was to be aceowplished by pet..
rolling aggroslvely to the front end avbsequeitly hringing the @ in elemntx
abreaat of tha- patrolled aector. :

- At 1600 hours, 31 My 19k, G~3 notifisd M jor Young that phus for the

" attagk on Vollatri hAd beon rltored, rad thet the 1hist Infentry would send

ore betizlion to the .weat behind the towm with the mieaion of eutting aocuth
beyend the town end severing the Valletri-Neml highwsy running nerthwaast from-
Vallatri, The 2nl Battalion wes given thiz miesion, nd the 3rd Bhttalion
nsaifmed the mission originelly glwen the 2md Mttalion, of advenoing aouth’
on Vallatri from the Rerimntal reserve rrec to ths northesst, .

The lat Battalion, Udst Infentry, shoountered heavy resistame in its
attomyts to ndveuse towerd Wllotri from t'o edst during the afterncen of 31
My 16k4, Mne fields hed been laid, threugh the stotor, apd strong points df
ronintance eorgeniged by the amery orovented the Ist Britelion units from :
" ‘olenying or flenking the mine £islds. Boyord initial gnins of 1po=500 ynrds,
ne further progross could bo made snd the rtteck wrs deleyed until angimeru
oould glasr lanes through the flalds. And etomy countarseitnck with tavies end
infoitry wen repulsed without loss of ground, rnd at 1800 hours, Mjer Young
netifisd the lat Battrlion S=3 thed e nlotéon of ongimors was boing sont te

"\ olser the mined nhd thot Company K, whioh hrd boon givon tho mission of holding

the 3rd Brttelion rord blook on the Vellotri rond to the northnest, would bo
‘relanged and nttoched ta to- lln‘: ’&*ttﬁ 1qr.l For re:lntorceuti _
" The Znd Bettalion omuniabered ohly*light rniutnnue in moving mst bayonﬁ
Vollotri and then turning south to ostrbliszh a bleak on the Volletrislent
hMghwry running northwoet from Wlletri, |4t 2130 howrs, Colotw} Harmony notds-

‘" f%nd the Dnd Battalion to continue southwost, after blecking memnnt from the!

" nortawst on its first objestive, ond agtablish & black on Eighwoy & 7, tho
~ Rotm-Voilodri rosd ruming peat from Volletrds During the oorly part of the
owvering, 31 My 194h, the 3rd Bettalion olosed out of the Regimental roserve

. aren sl bogen rd¥nmoing south tomerd Vellotris

S Thus, at the end of My, 191;,1;, tho Uilst hgimml fombat Team woa pmea

for the orpture of Volletri, The 2nd Battalich yms northwest of tha town; blooks
ing the main route of supnly and svemm of eseftd, The lst Britalion was aae
tride the srinciprl rord running osat from the town, and tho Ird Battelion wra
in poaition north of the town proprred to edvensd of dewn, 1 June 194,

3-FuleREa?
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Hay, 1944

"%o the following extant:

O¥F ICER3 BNLIATRD HBY TOTLE
'Km-..'....- o - o o 0
Mh o o o a = 0 -—-- 3 3
X Whoamn-- 0 S 0 0
IFA v e v = = %0 - g . 5
o : S e w-ww D - .- ) 0
P LIAmemo-- _2 0 2
TOTALS = = 32 B o

Tho following 1s An estimete of ememy persomnsl snd ordinenes orsurltiess.
- . - Enomw RITTHATE TOTAL
e PRIGOVERS QP FAR - -- 33 - -- 0
IILT.BD - - - - - 50 50

Bagause of the feut maving mturs of ths operstions angagad in during
the month of Mey, 191, end tm fret thet pumerous units voried togather dure
fng oombined ooerstichs, om enmroxirate sllecottlon of the substauntial smount
of omemy weunded end ordimmnas orsurlties for the month of My, lghh. onnnot
be ‘dﬁ.

END

. Report of Operations Written by

St ¥
CEMRLES G, SOHARTE 0-2055709
2md Lt.. Bagimntal Eq,.
" Ut ntanﬁry Regimont.
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HEADQUAATERS 36TH INFANTRY DIVI3ION
AMO #36, U, 3. ARMY NN

OPZRATIONS IN ITALY
JURE, 1944

ALNEK #6

14153T INFANIPRY BEGLIENT

FART I (3 Sectlons) OF THREE PARTS3

3oction I.....Reglmental History
dection II....Camuelty Report
Section IIIl...Company Hietoriea
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HZADQUARTERS 14187 DIFANTRY REGIMENT JFUH/ rdd
APO 36, T, 5. AjiY

13 July 1944
5U3J5CT: Transwittel a0 Regiwentel History end Cowclusion of Operations

TO t The Commending Genaral, 36th Infantry Divisisn, APO #36, U.S. Aroy

1, Inclosed is the history >f aperations of ‘the 1418t Infantry Regizent
for the manth of June 1944,

2« The oparetiosna in June, 8fter the fa’'l of Velletri, brought about a
fast-poving pursuit which disclsesd the need ¢

8, Aggressive petrolling by re-onnaissunece units, sperating well
it in fromt of matorized ¢sxlumne- Exreorience in this oporetisn from VELLETRI
t> ROCCASTRADA repeatedly shmwed a leck of azgression upon the part 2t 3ho At
teched reeounaissence eloments &nd an wiwillinguose &9 procood suffici: nkly
far forvard {2 give bimely warni-; of cnomy positionas It is rocommended thatt

{1} Reeonuaissance clomente! training strees eoross—coauntry move-
ment to provent being raad bound.

(2) Reconnaiseance cloments bo aspigned spocific recosnnAisssnce
wissioma,. -

be Making use 3f all types of vohiclea &2 trenepart troops forward
guickly 82 that tho enemy, mce foresd int> retroat, could nob atop lang
endugh o make a geriue offort &t delaying our advance. In several instéancos
tho use by sur traops of tank destroyers, tanks end artillory priwmo-movers in
gotting to objectivos brought abmut the collapsc of cnemy ropistance in pisie
tisns, naturally etrong, but incompletely manned hoseuse of the spood with
which thcy were teaken under fire.

(1) It is recowmendod that & division bave additi-mal trenspor-
tatisn attached &5 carry troops duc t3 tho fact that uso ¢
organic tranaportation provonts supply inmtellatione koepe
ing up with tho main by of troaspe.

cs+ Dependones, to7 & greet cxtont, uprs radis ¢xmaunicatime. This
waa particularly noccssary in the cross-cauntr, usporationa of spocial task
forcos givering oxtensive zones where g93d rosu ta wero sht2ined by uso of
radi> rolays. The attachment 2f J0R-195 4125 12 tho rogizment by division
erd tagk faoree wes of perticular help wnd sho suzzestion is »fferod thet such
redios be mede & part of ths T/F 3f each rogiment bocouse 57 thoir superiar

pxver and strong conatructiom.

(1) It is belicved ©'wb thoro ip a necesaity far & great deal
>f additional tmeiming for all redio spernbire in the cap~
abilitice and saintondnce of radiose and shaervance »f
redis specurity wncasures.
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2, da 4 ro-gophasia on the will ho attack by all erms. This attitude
ahmad goustant iwprovement &8s the eibuetion progroosed and succeoss brod cone
fidenecd.

(1) It is suggeatod thet wmore emphadis bg placod upsn indse~
trinating troops with tho knowledge that pursuing unite
should nst stap to aiz in pasitione while boing subjestod
ta artillery fire until thoir vbjcetive is roached.

Ml

OHN W . HARMONY
C217hol, Lilet Infantyy
COHMMANDING

1 Inelt History of Oporetioma {soxtupls)
including regimontal hisbory, casualty ropord,
and company historles. Original cooy includea

&1l of above plus rogimontal unit journal and
1/25,000 napa covering oporationg.
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