HEADQUARTERS, 36TH INFANTRY DIVISION -
470 36, U, S, ARNY

0N "A¥
2 - 2] SEPTEMEER 943

ARNEZ 7
Li2nd IHFANTRY

™~ Eﬁ D P {0 R\ VA A 7

DECLASSIFIED PER EXECUTIVE CRDER 12356,

5&5;i@ﬁ3,3’

B}’:@_LQ:LW . D#t:ei

BEV2LIITE Y AT Pur fRTEMR R




}

e m K
fate i o

HEADYUARTERS, 142D ILFANImY

3 WAS/JAS/haa
AFQ 3 36, U. 5. ARLY

30 September 1943

SUBJECT: Transfer of Historical Record of Avalanchs Operation.
o 1 The Adjutent General, Washington (25) D. ¢. (Thru Chanpels)

Transmitted herewith is the Historiosl Record of the 1424 Infantry
Regimant, 36th jnfantry Division, on the opération ¥Avaelanche™ from
o Beptember 1943 through 21 September 1943.

For the Commanding Officer;

~
% =

, P

WILLTAM A. BEASLEY =

Captain, 1424 Inf. &

Al jutant u

Inel; Historicael Record of -
Avalanche QOpesration. :

3

e,

(e-—f"

DECLASSIFIED PER EXEQUTIVE GRDER 12356, Sectignj.3
L |

By%_ll QQ~ NARA, Date

ECRQOYEIE R AT T NATH WS 2 a7 h



HEADOUARTERS 1424 INFANTRY . .
APO - 36, U. S. MRMY IR

RECORD OF EVONTS, 1424 INF., 36th DIVISION
Sepiember 3d To Jeptember ZUTh, 1943

The 142nd RCT, 36th Infantry Division, commanded by Col. John D. Forsyths,
arrived at Oran on April 13, 1943, Almost immediately the regiment wes placed
under Gth Army Control and was used for warious patrols end training missions.
About the 1st of August the entire regiment (less 3rd Bn) wes ordered to the
Eth Army Leadership & Battle Training Cenmter to gain further training., Howevar,
vory soon after the reglmontts arrival, it was alerted for combet duty, and con-
saquently, the regirment moved by motor to Arzew on the 7th of August to join
the Division thore.

on the 8th of fugust, Col. Forsythe, Mej., Soronson (§-3) and Maj. Heamslay
(8-4) left to join the Training Board, 36th Division Headquarteprs, They worksd
constantly day and night to perfect loading plens, orient thameelves on the
situntion to be sncountered, and formulated the plans to be used in the actual
cperotion.

On the 1lth of Auguat the regimout left Arrew for Msarz El Fobir and brardod
thae USS Dickman, Barmett, ond Stenton. Ths boats left the port at 1200 and drop-
pad anchor at 1620 in vicinity of les Andoulses. Amphibious training followed
on the 12, 13 and 14th of August with practice landings on the beach. On the 15ti
of Asugust a night lending exvrcise wans held, The regiment returned to frzew ot
1130, sugust 16th. On August 22nd, having completed tha complicated loading
plans, Col, Foraytho and the §-3 and S-4 returned to the regiment to make furthar
plans for the oparations Lt. Col, Ainsworth having been in command during this per!

On iugust 26th, "Cowpuncher' operation (ene similar to the actunl opornticr)
started, Agnin the regiment moved to Oran to board the boats which departed fro:
¥ors E1l Kebir at 0900 August 27th and arrived at the bench near 8t lesw that night,
Lt 0330 August 28th, tho rogimemt storted lending on the St Lew boech and contin-
vod moving in toward their objeotives until 1145 when tha problom was called off.

On Sunday afternoon, sugust 29, o oritiques of the "Cowpunochor" oporation
was held at VI Corps Beodquartors. Present wero Lt,Gon Clerk, Adm. Hall, Maj.
Gune Holkwr, Lej.Gon. Dawley, and all RCT commanders. Lt,Col. OtEohundro, 5th
4Lrny Invasion Training Cantor; conductod the eritique and pointed out sevaral
errors in tho operation, It devolopod, finally, that most of the confusion wus
causod by & large numbor of boots landing on incorrset beachss, and the iznoraned
of the lamding craft crows to understand the besoh aignal
dirugtod by Lt.Gen. Clark ond Adm, Hell that all such pr : b
corraztad. 4m a rssult during tho noxt few days groupyy® ey oodubaral
personn2ol worlwd togethor constantly to p-ari‘oct ident 2 ;
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In the meantir [feverish prepirations were goir_ on for tho "jvalancho
cpuration (the actunl landing)s Bvorything was boing packed for combot lond-
rm ing and all vehicles werc boing waterproofed which, incidentally, coused a

r

- d soricus transportatien shortoge.

. 3" Co: the ofterncen of jsugust 3lst, Gen, Eisenhower arrived to revicw the
=3 troops ol the regiment. I1f.Gen. Clark end Maj.Gen. Walker accompanied hinm.
J' His prosgunce there just prior to our embark ation had a profound offect on all
P rombers of the command. Later thet ovening "gvalanche" opsration program was
i dGolivored to tho bottolion cormanders and the commanders of obtoched units.

On the 3rd of Soptember the regiment moved by moter to Mors Bl Kebir to
beard the ships, USS Barnett, Diskman, Lyon, Marnix and Obarozn fisd ‘LST Bruisor.
Tho routine of assignments, mess arrangements, &to. were earried on during the
day and evening. On the 5th of et 1620 the convoy began sailing out
najestically from the port. The sirze of the convey and the protocting ships
alonggido were an impressive asight. As tho boots pulled out of the bay & thousht
oceurrod to many aboard the ships ~ they tried to visuwalize tho problems en-
courtered by ths original invasion of Oren only a few months ngo and compar.,
it with the preblems confromting this invasion. Aftor the first day out obi-
ractive and informotive booklets on Italy were genernlly distributed and {or the
firgt tine the ftroops Jmow whore they were sctunlly to land. Mops wors oponed
and distributod ond once ngein conferences began, including the company command-
ers ond pletoon leaders, orienting them, and making plans to tho last gatail.
The ships werc very poorly ventilated and ecrowded, consoquontly, most of the
possongers stayed on dock as long os possible. The food was exeellent and mueh
appreciatod after all thoe "¢" rations herstefore. Picturs shows were given in
the officurts mess mnd coffco was scrvad at =211 hours. Jce crcem and soft
drinks woro also distribubod. The Navy perzonnel tried in overy way to meke
ths trip os congenial, comfortable, and enjoynble as possiblc.

4H wave of enthusiasm bepan to sweep through one ship, thon nnother, until
the whole convoy was eleted ot theroslization that this was the first fmerican
bivision to land on Eurcpean t¢rritory proper ond that our mission was important
to tho whole United Rations stroteogye 8o it can be said thet the moralz was
very high-and that calm confidence wos secure in tho ebility of oach individusl
ard proup to perform his assigned mission.

Tha convoy proccecded gemsrally along the African coast until it rasched
Zicorto which was overflowing with shipas. Aftor picking up soveral groups by
lizhktor thoe convoy proceoded aleng the coast in sight of peaecsful nountains
sihich such & short tirme ago wore bittorly oontested. Wrecksd Germsn lending
eraft and boats wers strewn all nlong the beachs Later over tho herizon Bieily
bepan to take shape with its stoop lonely poaks in view. Gonorally 1life on
board ship now was divided betwoen conforonces ond viewing the interssting
pemorana befors use That nisght o larpgs sir raid wes made on tho British X
Corps cenvoy baraly wisible on the horizon te our left. Groot oxplosiens WaT
hoord and the anticireraft tracors rosemblad a 4th of July cclobratien. (,
Fortunately our convoy was not attcekod although flares were drespad in our
penoral vieinity. VYery suddonly the nsxt evening, Soptonbes
cvcztwbmn swopt through the convoy as the r
ferth the news thot Morshal DBadoslic had §ifned an GRcdix
Ituly. Tnmedintaly, thore wos a pencral let-down and ffy
tFat "anothor dry-run is coming up. 411 we will have [to] d8%im PRI onibher
area®. Roalizing quickly thnt the surrender meont no j
wero progent in Italy, Gone OtDaniel, Col. Forsythe,
HeDonald sot about to d}.EpGl any such thoug;hts of un az \p
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all ;o that it wou@ncw probably ba even hardor to‘amd with tho Gfrmmns

taldng over completely. In spite of every effort, however, to ovorcoms the
offzota of the annouwncemont, the men begen undercstimeting the onemy. Fires

werd burning brilliantly slong the coast and huge explosions could be seon in
tho distunees That woas immedintely intorpreted by mony of tho menm that Itclions
wero Iishting the Germens. Finzlly at 2315 the landing nets were lowered and
ot B400 tha first weve dobarked.

The 1424 RCT (reinforced) was to land at Red and Groen benthss st H-Howr,
D-Day with 2nd and 3rd battelion combat teams abroast. 2nd BCT on ripght, lst
BCT in rossrve.

141st RET {reinforeed) on our right flank.
British X Corps on our loft fliank.
143rd RCT {reinforced) in division roserve,

Mission of 36th Division = To protect ripght flank of British X Corps and
tosoize end hold the beachhesd between Sele River and Agraopoli.

Mission of 142nd ROT:

8. Without delay copiure and defond the high grounf in ¢he vicinity
of Roccadaspide, Albanella, Altavilla, preparo seleoted localit-
ies for defonse and mop up ares wost thoroof.

b. 8eirze a nd hold all crossings gver the Calors River, north of
Felitto inclusive, prepare bridges for destruction. Rapel any
advance of tho enemy west of the C~lore River.

c. Gain and meintailn contoet with ROT 141 on right at Mt Vesale and
Mogliano, and British X Corps on left ot the crossing over 5o19
River, threo milos southeast of Eboli.

Cn D-pay at 0140 the regimenmtal commander wes informed thot in viaw of the
Itzlian Lrmistico no Naval shore bombardment would bo undertalen unlsss it de-
velopad thot the landings werc boing opposed.

1pt us follow the [irst woves in: Thoy wont down the long landing nots
doseending into the boats with cheerfulness and eonflidensa, Ly 2400 tho landing
eraft left the ahip and thus tho historic invasion had begun, It wos a long
ride in (approxinetely two hours) ond explosions could be soon in the distanca.
Sorsc of the ren Mwcame sbusick n® the boat went on ard on townrd the twach.
The only immedists sound was that of 21l the motors in the bont wave. Finally
the bLoat, along with othors, come up closely to the shore ot 0330, let the remp
f£all, and fhe first wave started in through the woter. BSuddonly flsros wont
up from the bedeh, mdchine guns startod opening wp nll alsng the boaach, artillary
startod folling, mines wore encountered and the wove group fo vselves et

by 8 vory stubborn onomy defensc gystenm which was dug in w It
was not until 03545 that owr heavy vweapons arrived on ths ¥ BN nnue
Goazoles, Companmy F, upon landing discovered the positio \ the

sond dunos pear the bench which was firing on the assau ay liddad.
Sorpeant Gonzrled creeped around the position under mach :
his pack afire, in addition to hand gremndes thrawn ot
sevoral hand grensdes into the position killing the craw
armunitien.
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t and 2 vjads of the mina platoon, amty company, landed with’ :
8t wave of the I.sault troops to olear the bese of mines ond wire. This .

wos aocomplished under heavy onomy machime gun and artillsry firo, Two partio-

ularily otmoxicus maghine guns wore knooksd out of action by Privates ¥an Houte

ond Lonbardi, A mine detector was emashsd by machine gun fire and had to W

ebandoncd, Thess squnds complated cutting the wire and then movod inland advanc-

irg as riflemon.

Staff .Scrpeant Quillinn He McMitchen (EIAY was shot in the chost end should-
or oven baforo his assault boot lended, Upon reaching the beach tho ramp stuck
and would not drop. Sergoamt McMitchen, in spite of his wounds, kicked and
peundod the ramp until it dropped and thon led his scection from ths craft to
thoe booch where he rapoived a fatal shot from enemy gunfire.

Our men steadfastly moved ahond in tho face of the intenso firc and got
off the beach ns scon as poagible. Lt. Caroy, moon after reaching tho shore,
wos sighted and fired upon by| throe Germ2ns ormed with moohins pistols. He
roturnod "thae fire witk his carblno killing one when his weepon jammod. He then
crasped his carblne as o clubj anmd advonsed in the fnoe of their fire townrd the
socond whom ho clubbed, and thon physically teckled, subdued and disarmad the
third German who waa teken prisom@r. The assault compunies bogon 4o move ahuad
but vero pinnod down by machino gun fire until they ooculd werk erownd the pos~
itions and lmock them out. BSorgeent Glen 0. Hiller, Company B, was peinfully
injurod on the boach but eombinuod loading his squad under enomy hoavy machine
cun and artillory fire for soven hours umtil the objéctive hed boon renched
whon ho was forced to relinguish oommand of his squad through exhnustion. It
wns lighter now, and onemy artillory (previously preporsd for the bomch) becoms
mora cccuratd. Many of these battories were observed up in tho hills to our
ont. "In the meantime othar boot groups were goming in, somo ot the sorrect
| bonchos, others & few miles north or south. Many redios wors lost in tho lending
| end cormunicotion from shoro to ship was oxtrencly difficult or completely lnck-
ing. Lt som® boachea the firo wna go honvy that the pilots turned the boots
around handing back toward ships. Those wero quickly turned back and landed
the men, but this oction caused a bresk in the intricote time schodules aot up
and from thon on woves woro not lended proporly s a to time or ploec. Ths booch-
mastor arrived and tho Shoro Enpgincors gquickly sst about clearing the boach,
loying rond nots and moving tho troops off the beamch quickly. Thoy performed
theoir dutios in an oxeellent monnor. Minas had to be eloared in tho areas sel-
octod for the ronds, thon bulldozors went to work, followed by tho enginders
laying tho wiro mesh. All of thla was done under intense enemy o rtillery ond
plons atrafing. AS more landing eraft approached, more wore hit direectly by
accurnto 88 gunfire and somo struck floating mipes. Hpstile plamsa manaped to
81ip through our fighters and bomb ond haraes the beach and the ships lying in
he bay. Bquipment from thoas dostroycd erofts were floating evorywhors, At about
0400 thaé norning  Privats J. O, Jonos, Company E, gathorsd togethor about
fifty men {rom various companios who wore badly dleorganited and without o
lendor. W0 led his men vigorously under heavy machine gun, artillery and mortar
fire toward the objectivo he hod wnderstood before lamding. Thig oup advanced
ond nogkod out dovdral énemy gun positions, As the morning-fuiikd 2@pg
it booomo lighter, tho assault units had pushed ahesd to $4

The 3rd Battolion (on loft) advanced inland undor fff
firo, turped north on highway 18 and themse to
o defensivo position on the initial batteallion obf

Tho 2nd Battslion (on richt) advanced inland to thd

tindng to the orooksgt 0715,
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Zn:é Bn CT wos on its objastive - generslly the high ground in squaras 8806
and 89056, :

18t Bn C?, in reserve, (loas 0o B whoss mission to destroy ememy doach
installations betwsoen Groen baach and Bols River) dug in at hill 140, aftor on~
ocountoring emall arms fire, artillery fire and tonks on its advanoe, ’ '

Dﬁring the night several lnrgé air rlnidl wori modes on ths basschhead.
r

Dpuwt |V =(

Tevol ond artillery fire registored in on tho southwost alops of Mt Sopramo
in thy sarly morming, At 1000 hours Company L rojoinad the 3rd battalion, and
at 1300 houra the bottalion wos ordered to taks and ceoupy Albamelle P45092.
Thig wos acocomplished undor moderste machine gun fire slong the advance, and
tho battalion dug in at 1930 hours under intormittont shell fire, requesting
roinforocmants end artillery support in onse noeded for a possible enemy eountor-
attack in the morning.

The 2nd Battalion advemced during the day with Company E first at 885085, .
thon proceded to 968057. Company G ocoupied the high ground of It Soprano,
Companias F, H and Hq Co ocoupied » defonsivo position at 955035, There was no
communication with tho battolion by regiment, The lst battalion, less Co B,
prrived ot 934128 at 2300 and dug in for the night. Compony B hod rasehed the
riveor crossing et 862112, contacted the British and r2ported tho bridge elresady
blowns The Germans wore ocoupying Altevilla to thelr fronmt.

Thus tho gonoral lime of tho RCT at the end of D plus 1 war genorally edight
milas inlond from the junction of the Calors and Sele Rivers, then slmost duo
enst to the rising ground cost of Mt Chirico, south to Albosolla, end Just esst
of Mt Soprano. It had boon e rother slow advance during the dey throuwgh dif-
ficult tarrein which wns fovoroble to tha defamler, Artillory and mortor fire
as woll as snipars wore ensountored gonorally during thy day with tank attacks
ot various points. At 1200 hours tha regimsntal commandsr ismsuad tho following
order to all personnol:

#ja have lamied suossssfully egainst heavy odde., Woe have lost soveral
good and bravo mn, but your conduot hns bosn mervslous, Your initintive and
ingenuity in a diffioult situcticn has only increased my faith in you.

Romomber your coamnmications smd your securlty.

Remomber your consealmant.

The worst is over. UGolleot your compeny or battalion, your pletoons and
squads, and we aye mora than a mateh for nll thot can mest ue,” .

MIngomplote roporta indicats our cnsuslties as two (2) officors killer and
eloven (11) wounded; Approximataly aslevan {11) enlisted men killed and twemty-
throe (23) wounded™. ’ ' :

e
The 132nd FA Bn and the 151at FA Bn fired on Altavi
Commumioctions with tho battnlions were generally poor.

p prus 2 \\ W | '
Tho ard Bn rsportod at 0900 that it wns ope mile

roeguestod the loeation of the 2nd Bn. Diviesion headquargdyrs 5
not4riad ths gommanding officer that the 45th Div was on\gb el on
the British X Corps' right flank. Also it wes stoted that™\g o
av ailnoble within one hour's notice., A landing strip hed Jjus
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ﬁone of tha bﬁs landed on schedule due to rlging mimg, artillery
Tire ond faulty movigotion,After hasty reorgenieation the battaliom
noved forword. :

Sovoral tank attacks occurrdd nnd the infamtry fought these off with the
bozookas with w hich they were ogquipped, snd the Navy omms to their support,
staaming in close and pouring tho shells at the tanks. This coordinpt®on
the Novy was effected through radio ship to ghors commubieation, The USS
Philadolphia fired two soparnte requests by the 3rd bottalion oo the southwest
slope of Eill 140 which destroysd somo tanks in both concentrations nnd routod i
4hom. Near Paestum Ssrpeant John Y. McGill, Company H, of fmnrille, Texns
Sumped on an onvmy tenk and dropped a hand gremade into the opon turret, killing
all the erew, *

The Hevy comtinusd firing on evory possible ensmy position in the hills to :
our frombt, Our fighters, now thot deylipht had arrived, were attoeking the
enemy on the ground and in thoe air. If the goneral plcoture of the beacheres
appears to be in utter confusion, that would ba quite truthful, because the crenmy
Led prdpersd for cur landing et this boech, Every gun hay been sited, cemploto _
surveys mado for the artillery end, naturelly, the onomy was intimately acquoinked ;
with every inch of the ares to be defended. One interesting flact later learnsd :
frem the prisomens of war wos that the Panrzer Division st our bridgehaed had been
moved hers from Teranto about tén doys previously. The Ttalian surrander beoame
Imown to the Germans two days before our landing, and the fermans immediately ‘
rounded up every Italion soldier nnd disarmed him unless he wne willing to fight i
with the Germons. This, it wos later learmsd, oaused soms confusion in the
germon plan of defense beenuse Germeéns hod to man the beach d afenses and defit~
itely resulted in the lack of infamtry operating with the German tnnks which !
ney aecount for the rather olumsy tank atincks by the enemy, Our communicniions i
wore poor ot best, exapgporsted roports of enemy: strongth and our losses were |
to b henrd on ¢very hand. 4lso thore is no doubt that the surrender news of S

]
f
|

ttely had caused the men definitely to underestimte the snemy.

iIn the meantimo ot 0530 without any meszages from our first waves oshore,
tho somtanding offieer and staff dobarked in two sopornte craft. Thoy lended
at 0748, more than two hours behind schedule, under heavy artillery fire. 4
command post was eset up ot Stn tg«Di~Cappacio and the rogimontal commander
errived .nt 0B42.

At 1020 very nesr the CP, 12 = 15 enomy tanks attacked. Tt so happemd
thet o 105mm howiteer pulled by a 2% ton Dulw suddenly appesred from the boach
a ron. Quickly the gun was put imto posttion without cover, concealment or '
protection end it proceeded to knock out five tanks, ons after nnothers Thae N
sttnck was repulsed and seven prisoners of war, badly burned, Were token. This
one gun broke up the entire attock, 4is tonk attacks continued, it became ap-
parent to all that the bazookn is a ranlly preat defensive wompons In one day
elone seven ensmy tanks wers completely destroyed by this infanmbry wespon. The
rifle prenede did mot seem 3 »ffective agrinst tanks but i gainst
maciine jun ndfts, plllboxos and string points.

A the ond of this eventful D-Day approached, ths foll
telmn and defensive positions prepared for the night;

%rd 5n OT (lese Co L whoss mission wans to ssoure the ¢
at B60111) was st objeetive, hill 140 at 892077, Company L,
sion, was dug in for the night near the junction of the reilre
and hed sent out patrols.



onst of the bomeh on .dghway 18, e R a g
mile southwest of Altavillae During the dny the 3rd Bn semt out patrolas from

its position near Albanells ond was rageivigg intermittomt artillery fige,

Tha 2nd Bn occupisd the high ground cest of Nt Tempsalis and south to Rocoad=

aspide, Chis battalion roportod that séwon tenks had besn destroysd by basookas,

and one by artillery fire, At 1000 the lst Bn sommander isasued oprders to sttack
hltevilla. The dst and 2md platoons, Cannon Co were in support. Company A was

to ocoupy the high ground above Altavilla with Company B eccupylng hill 424,

At 1500 this mission was completed, defensive positions wers talen and patrols

were somt cut from all companies to the Calore river. Enemy recsonnaissance

petrols infiltroted throughout the bettalion lines during the night, but all e
positions were held without difficulty. In the wsantime during the day several 1
raporta came in of enemy tank attacks on tha reglment to our left flank, all

were repulsed, and in one amtimck. of twenty-eipght tanks the 46th Division re-

ported it had kmocked out eleven mnd disabled three, Barly in the evening

twelve tanks wers reported to have crosssd the river east of Rogoasdaspide turn-

ing morths The ragimentel commander requested srtillery fire on them, but thay
woro out of ranga., The 3rd Bn was notified and slertsd, A few minutes Iater

throe enemy tanks were reported in the town of Rocemdaspide, but the Znd Bn hnd
socured a road block there. The 132ad P4 Bn reported Roceadaspide out of rasnges

At 2045 communications wero egtablished to the 2nd and Srd batinlions, and ut

the soma time the RCT was orderod into defensive position at the points hald

and amall night patrols were ordered. Enemy aptillery firo was falling on our
front 1lines, but no oasunltles were received, Division Hg reported that emsmy
paraghute landings might be made during the night to retske the beach arsa and
destroy the landing strip.

D plus 3: |¥ Staﬂ : : '

2E OI00the epemy mede an nir attack on the beach imstallations, At 0900
the }st bettalion raported no change in its disposition and thet gsomtact had
boon made with the adjecent unit on its left. The 2pd Bn romained in the Roo-
cadaspide area during the entire day. The 3rd Bn #ent a platoon from Company X
to ocooupy hill 422 as an snrtillery observdtion pobt. At 1100 the lat Bn dector
wos subjectsd to two hours and thirty minutea epemy artiliery fire: Communicat-
fon lines forward and to the roar were oftsn broken. At 1230 Compeny ¢ oa fors
word slope of hill 424 reported it wes pinned down by & hostilo counterattacks
Privato Clayton I. Tellmen, Company B, of Johustown, Pa., on hill 424, observed
thnt the eremy was attompting an exnvelopment of the company on the left, ime
mediately stood up on s rock wally fired three carefully aimed shots and killed
cn anemy maghino gun orows In a fow minutes he repeated the same aoctlon when
opother enemy machine pgun crew appeared, He nlona protacted the loft flank of
tho gompany unti) the remsindor of the platoon arrived, Privaete Paul O, geritehy
{M14), Compeny B, of Chisago, I1l., on hill 424 ohserved ep onsmy machine gun
- position being set.up in a house about twenty ynrds to the front whleh throatenod
destrustion to the forces on the left. Private Gerlich in ths face of enemy
fire and his omn fire ran to the building axd throw two hand grenades whioh
destroyod the pun and orew. Private Burpell H. Roiteh, Company A, of Copperas
Cave, Texas, a member of the kitchon orew, was essigned to assls
armrunition for the 3rd platoon of Company A. As the gnomy 203

At 1240 Company 4 (which was £illing a gap betwsen
numbered hill sbove Altavilla and Company C) was ordered b
mander to pull baek apd around the right flenk of Company C
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sountarutincl, Thll‘n not acoomplished although ¢ ttelion ecmmander §14 i
not kncw &t, and he o ordored Company B to withdraWif rom its position t9 supe
port Company €. This alao feiled, bosause me tho leading units wers slmast

sloar of hltavilla, the renr of Compn
the battelion commender went forﬂarg :g gl:::th:;o:{t:o::ﬁlza:xt:::; ‘::a:nsgad
bren assifped to Company A. He has been missing sines, At 1515 the vmoey brown
through in the Bres formerly ccoupled by Company A, and skirmishos -c “:\ rok

’ currsd with
snipors and machine gunmdra in and about Altavills. This action sut ths bate
tolion ssctor in half. At 1530 the bottnlion oxscutivo, Mnj. Mebley, mave tho
oﬁgr for the battalion CP and Compamy D to withdrow. 411 swmundcaslions ws e
our”end runners could not got through dus to the envelopmont tactios of the enony,
Tho battolion CP movad to the reer umler firs. Crptein 8prague the 3=5 was ro-
ported missing. Company D was able to withdraw its morter platcon snd seme
machins gun sections to tho low pround southwest of sltevilla, it 1530 Compony
D contacted ono pletoon of Company A ond fiftesn strapglers from various comp~
tnids. These men wers orgenized and storted en mdvance back up the high pround
toward Altavilla. 4t 950140 thees t roopa were ordersd to dip in and hold that !
position. 4t 2100 Compeny B rejoined the elements holding this high groumd amd
alseo dug in for the night. The battalion oxecutivo and elemente of the staff
rejoined this group and assumod commend. Company C plus slememts of Cempany &4,
badly disorganized, withdrew throighout the might from sltavilla and the high 1
pround to its right. Theso men wars gathered togethar in groupz throughout the
regimental sector.

4t the regimontel commond post reporta came in at 1245 of the spomy infantry 3
attnck of considerable strength on the lst battalion. The ropgimontel commander
raquested nir support, and ortillery s upport wes being propared. Lbout this
time friondly plomesz attoel®™d o group of tanks in the vicinity of the ¢P.” Thoe i
roginmentel ecmmonder inquired of the 3rd Bn commander for informatiom on the
situntion at Altavilla.on comundeatin with them was out, At 1543 the lst Bn
requosted infantry support, Immodliately the reglmental sommendor ettompted to
got some trucks from the 1324 FAi to take one company from the 3rd battalion
toward Altavilla, but this wok not possibles, so tho company was orderod to
merch north to support the lst battalion. 4t this ¢ime Division Raadquaorters
alsrted the RCT for ontmy gas. There woas no ocamunication with the lat Bn, ao
It.Col. Donholm, at 1710, went to get the situstion persomally, and upon his
roturn at 2000 reportod that Compeny D held & road blogk south of fltavilla,
ond thit the town at least was partially held by lst bottelisn. wmpjor Baremson,

g-3, loft tha CP for tho 5rd Bn to inform Lt.Col. MeDonald to mova his battalion

to ottock hill 424 at down ond thot i3t was under control of the 143 RCT. In the
moantime various roportes hod rooched tho CP of tonk concentration in Castel

Civitn and ngross the Calero river to our front., 7Tt scemed Crom all indiestions

thit tha epemy wos proporing shortly to make n major sounterattaock in forca,

Rumors und yroporta of huge lossss poured into the resgimental CP al) during tha i
night. Ono company of the 2nd Bn took ovoer the poaition proviously held by

the 3rd bettnlion. Lit. Col, Ainsworth arrived at the lst Bn, to camvas the f
sltuation and to utj&.'m making further defanse plens, f

T

D=plus 4; ; ,
It OTE0 L 'ki . Dogholm and Maj. Sorenson, §-3, returned from lst Bn CP.
Lt 0600 our counternttack bepen on hill 424 by the 3rd Bn ae : At 0730
Compnnies I and K ovorran the umnumbered hill southenst o
L and ¥ wero unoble to ¥sop up with the nasnult companip
Juat in rear of compamies I and K and infiltrsticn of
guns. 4 counteratinek by about two battallons of Gery
assault companies off of ths uoptmbered hill, They j

draw,
officer, 143d I fantry to which the bettelion w as nowVd tac&
Conpany K, all officers; Company I, two officsrs. Battd
missing in ection. 'Twemty-five prisomors of war taken.
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Tha lst battalijﬁmcutiva officor, st 1030, refSgred orders to yepo
to the 3rd Bo comma » 1423 infantry ox hily 424 h placed lst battalion,
1224 under command of 143d Infenbry). Lt 1100 the battslion was moved to Joln
. tho 3rd Bn using the draw to the south of Altavilla, The battallon waa in o
column of companies when at 1715 it raceived artillery fire the length of the
column, completsly cutting the columns apert angd disorgenising the entire
bottolion. Tha fire was friondly artillery. The lowsr portlon of tha battaliom
withdrew in confusion and moved back to the high g round previocusly vecated. The
remainder of the buttalion (appro:_:imately sixty men) romained on the hirh ground
at the h2ad of the draw. Contact was made with the 3pd Bn and the 1st Bn waos
ordered to reorgenizs on the Mph ground which was sccomplished prior to midnirht.

¥eamwhile word wes rocoived at the regimental CP that the 14lst Infontry
R.rimont (lers one reinforeud battalion) was moving north of the Sels river to
closa the gop botwoen VI Corps and British 56th Division, The remeining battnlion,
141st Infantry will hold prosemt line. Tho 2nd Bn, 142d Infanbry, reported mno
change in their situation, bub were ordered to patrsl the pround east of Albamslla,
The artilleryr oported at 1700 enemy troops and armored vehicles moving seross
the river at 9417 ond troops crossing st 9617. The Division liaison offieer
reported that reconnaissance £ifty miles smouth revealsd no enemy there. 'The
regimontal commund post wis moved., 41l units were notifiod of the situstion and
thot the commanding goneral had ordersd o withdrawal to a line gomerally aleng
the west banks of the La Cosa river, nll positions to be dug in, wired in and
minad., The situation was sorlous, and when st 2300, a combat team of the B2nd
Airdborns begon to parachute to the ground in the mognlight noar the beschhoad
it was good to lmow that reinforcements were arriving. The Navy put & large
coneentrotion on the enemy duriag the nipht. '

D plus 5: \b(

TETZ30 a new ocor post was estnblished ot 911068 and dug in Por the nighte ©

The lst and 3rd bottnlions were withdrawh (undar 143rd rogimental control)
to the southwest siop2 to Mt Chirico and placsd in reserve, Beiween 0500 and 1300
tho 3rd bettolion was comaitted to assist in repulsing o combined tank smd infe
antry etteck nasr hill 145. Tho lst Bn had no resistance in its aroe noar it
Chiriece.” The 222 3n. 5.0 f .itnaslln, *F2ported no sctivity durdnr tho morning
until about 1100 when it roported o tank bnttle in tho viecinity of its loft flenk.
Vi Corps reported no enemy tank consentrotion at Persanc end south of Persaone,
end that Waval bombardment nnd plenss were concentroting on this area. At 1230
eirhtoen tanks ware reportod west of Albamalle. At 1345 the 504%th Parachute
Battalion arrived on tho 2nd battallon's left flank. The regiment had an opsn
right fiank, At 1530 Lt. Hankins, llesison offieer, reported that the 3rd Bn,
143rd infuntrywas in Altovilla and had a poocd defensive position. At 1600 the
eightoon tanks, proviously reported, woroe found to b= frierndly. More Alrborm
troops werz cduo to land tenipght and the 180th Infantry oecupicd Mt Soprano ond
high pround south of Mt Soprano. The situstion now seemed to be in hapd.

o plus &: (}° szx ’

Tha eTamy wrml heavily sholled during the nipght. An ensmy tank atteck woa
broken up maer Parsano. The division G-2 reported, "26th Penzer Division hes
withdrown north as far as Pollas Snipers roported on hill northaest of sltavilla,
Inery tanic activityhmx"th, of Persano. It is belleved a batis
dup i1 wist of ’tavilla. Throo Gorman scout caps wers obdad
from patavilia  at 1150%,

Tha 2nd battelion reported a motorized patrol going (
Boccadazsplda had contectod no enemy, and that the battal
ocoupied o defensive position south of Mt ghirico.

Egg f‘i - ‘:“
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7 4 Tha 3rd battalior maintained its previous positiowsas did the lst battallon,
with both receiving ¢ =y long range artillery fire. (-Jir potrols epcountored
no rozistaoneo.

Lt.vcl. Donholm in attempting to contact the 180th Infantry on Mt Scprano
rurortol savernl Germuns thore (probably strzgplers), and that ho sould not find,
tha 180t Infantry.

It:lien eiviiians roported about 2,000 tsrrmen and three batteries artillery
betwoen Vos<aglione and Auletta, The following units were now under eontrol of
the rogiuvest with the mission of holding tho line at the south end of Mt Chirien
to Mt Sopraics

3rd Bo BO4th Irfantry goervioe Company, 142d Infantry

132nd T4 Bottalion Rogt Hq Company, 142d Infantry
1 Jampany 636th TD Bettalien Company U, 781st Tank Battalion
fatiteank Jompary, l42d Tnlanmtry 1 Company, 191st Tank Bettalion
Canmncn Company, 1424 Infantry 1 Bn, 39th Engincers

n puus 1 “- )

= oE% Livisicn heodquarters reported forty Germen tanks dug in at 972132
and tho= srtiliory, mavy =nd aircraft were bombing them. 4t 1300 enemy artillery
began falling 6GC ya rds from tho CP which was now looated at 810087, At 1410
col. Foraythe reported no nctivity along the outpost line., Lit, Crocker roported
gt 193C that the Parachute battelion hnd moved from 4lbsmella sast to the Mrh
ground in sgquare 9711 and wers being shelled thers, Lt,Col. Denholm coordinatsd
the dofeonse lipe with the seotor commonder om the left. Maj. Sorenson, §-3,
informed a1l units that the 39th Engineers wore replacing the lst Bn, 504th-
Parackute battalion on the left ssctor, and that tho 3rd Bn, 504th Parechute
battalion nnd 19ist Tank battalion hove moved northwest of Albamslla to support
the 504th attock on /ltevills.

Qur mestor (south) now lmown as RUFFLES - Commandad by Cole Forsytho,
Gentar cfector now known as COWFUNCHER - Commanded by Gen. O'Danlel. !
Lefs sactor now kmown as ROYAL - Commanded by Gen. Wilbura o

In this se-tor there was little aetivity during the emtire day. The counter-
attack L2 rrgein the high ground around Adtavilla by the 504th Infantrywos the '
maip wetien, ’

D-piusz B:- "
Sho i 17 after midnight the RCT wae alerted by Division headquarters for a
possible enenmy eounterattack ot 0400. This information had been obtained from
a prizoaar of wur. The counterrttack did not develop, and there was no change
in our situntion during the day. At OT30 hours the 505th Parachute battelion
raported the st batttlion occupied Altavilla. Prom the 56th Division came the
roport thet the Germans ere withdrawing slowly, heading beck with a foree of &
campazy 4t 6 time. Lt 1030 tthe 132nd P4 156th Fi fired on en enemy counterattack
at plveviila, The 1st.battalion, 504th Infamtry regiment reguestod help and
Dhvigicn was notified. The commanding gerperal ordered ‘Maj. Sorensop to imstruct
tho 3rd Bn, b04ih AP rogiment to mowe up to Albsmella snd m
thoir 1 ogimont. The Germons toppod several tolephons lines )

all uni<s wars tleitad to be careful of conversations. k0$0\?* {
NG |
Another Paruchuto group landing was due tomight on a The
strensih of the 3rd Ba, 1421 Infantry w ns reported as 42f 4 s \ %nnd
officcrs, At 23530 the Division G2 reported that an offiger\ p 108} L wat-

from 22th Arty Reginarnt stated thot thoir mission was to h v
Altovilla at nll comts, and that 2 battalions of German infige (A on
the southcast slope of this hill supported by two bottories o )

roquestod thot we notify the 5%%:1.

L RE YRS A
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T'.':TLBcTﬁity during the d:y in our sector. 4t 1030 the disposition of the
504th Infantry w as reported oz follows: 1st battolion, $66151; 2nd battalion,
§75127; 3rd battalion, 962127, Friendly patrols in pltaville in the sefternocon
conpturad three prisoners. 3evercl long range artillery shells fsll in the evrly
ovsrin~ an the raverse slops northwest of Albanslla. At 2000 the 3rd battrllon
(urdar 143 R9T) vas ordered to advonmoe toward Altavilla and odoupy positions
as follown: .

gorn.my I - Hill at 954143,

gerpe:y o Hw11 ab 960141,

Geamary Lo+ HIIL at 943136,

coempopy K - Gareral suppert from 945138.

D opine 30: \q ,EC,

To de1:rity in our aat,Eor. OQutposts were instructed to coms in during the
mornins per divieion order. (it noon Sergeant ‘riaton, Cannon Company, reported
from s mo*orized patrol ot [1tovills thot the town weas all glear of Germans, .and
that thore were many dead on both sidea. No fire had been reveived from the
enemy Sinca ks rftornoon of 1Bth September. The lst bottelion, l4lst Infantry,
wWas on Loe sejertlve 871193 (northwest of Altovills hetwsen Colore end Sela
rivers®. fShe 3¢2 batizlion marched into Altavilln during the doy on mopping up
operatiozs and s~arched for our dead omd wounded.

N p.us l.: w .

e Divarion hed been ordered Into 5th srmy Reserve, ond the first phose
of "ieslorzas® o-erction wom now closed for the RCT. The program now wos to
policy the nrea of vehicliss and the dead ond to reorganize durinpg nn expleted
pover Gay pIrioa with intensive training to be held on the very ground whsra
wank nolgts hnd bsen observad, The Division end RCT had accomplished its oririnal
micsion: To setze ani hold the bridghsad.During the peiliod Septomber 9th (D-Doy)
throush 3epismbar 1Sth (D plus 10}, Z%he 3-2 estimoted the follawing enemy
cosualties inflietod by the RCT:

Eiawy “onkd ¥mocksd out - 18.
Aromy tarks probably destroyed - 1.
Su.° propeiled cannon destroysd - 2.
Otia - ~3hicles destroysd - 7

—_— .

O=i: liics:
N

earmel - Estimated killed
Copturod - 48.

In

ftteerod, gournais Cd
Fieli Oréera
trvailaye
fRIMELY S RODOT L

Summary prepared by

JOHN A. STEEL
- gapt.,1324 Inf.
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- Lot us revisw zecally, now, the complete opera®Wh from the time of
landing to the day th.l the RCT was relieved for reorganization,

“Fithin the firat three days the rogimsnt had seized and held the basgh-
head a:d extended i{ts lineg into the interior approximatelywten miles, holding
a liro ;snerally extending from the Calore River, south to Altavilla, Albapsl{a,
and to Roccadasplde. This had been accomplished quickly in view of the difficult
terrsin and the stubborn ememy defense of tha aree due to the dogged determin-
ation by the units and individuals to reach tho assigned objectives which ras-
ulted in an infiltration behind the enemy 1ines causing their withdrawal, It
must not bo forgotten that the advance was mede wdthout many weapons which ars
considerad essential, because those woapons had to com® in on a tims schadulo
which had boen upset by the bombings, sinkinmeand stiff resistance on tho baach.
It is gratifying to realize that the f{irst Americen Division to land on Europoan
so0il proper met the lirst all~German bsach defenae, overcams it and pushed on to
ita objective without delay.

On the fourth day the Germen defense plan‘wu based on the necosslity eof
regaining and holding the high grownd around Altavilla , which commanded tha
plain and highway 19 to tho north. This was necessary to the ordsrly withdrawal
of the epemy troops from tho southern sector to prevent them from being out off
botwoon our forces and the rapidly advaneing Bth Army to the south. (onsequently,
the w hole weight of the German counterattack wag thrown against Altavilla with
the order giwen te hold it at all costa. Bocause of the enemy's loocal supor-
lority this was accomplished, but only at a great eost to him in men ard aquip-
mont., Qur troops fought this attack fisresly and with honor but were forced to
rotire until reinforcements could arrive to push the enomy back omee again.
During this period for sesourity roasona the Division was orderod into o dofanse
.position generally extending {rom the junotion of the Calors omd LaCoass Rivers
south along tho La Cosa., As reinforcemants gradually bogan to arrive, onaee
again the Divislon went on the offconaive regaining lost territory and advancing
ayen farther boyond the originnl objootives, At this point the Division was
withdrewn into 5th Army reaserve, having accomplished the mission originnlly
assigned to it even in the face of unsxpacted stubborn dafenses from the momsnt
the lnvusion hed bagun.

How did the Itallan poorlc thomselvos eccopt this invasion of their homs-
lend? Bowildered at first-tho ponsonts acon becarms very friendly end wors most
arxious to help the Allies, They gave much valuable information of the onemy
o nd of important mmmmition and supply dumps, &% woll a8 enomy locations and
gun positlons.”

It must be sald that the i1tvatlians cooparated admirably in ousting their
German overlorda, for whom they retained the most bitter hatred, Thoy pladly
ascopted and worked with the AMOOT officials who followsd up every military
novemert into the newly gained towns. Even during the roemoval of debris and
the burizl of the civiléan dead thoso officlals wore reorganizing the town
life, appointing relieble civilians as polios, and setting up local governmmants
ready to begin functioning immediately. It appears to ba true that the peasants
have long yesrned for an honest efficient govermwent and felt that Mussolinl
had robbod them for yeard, but it is alsc a fect that any policy directod 'by a
govermont sanctioned by the King would have their support.

4 Annexes é(}‘
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OFERATIONS IN ITALY, NOVEMEBER 1943

142D INFANTRY

The 142@ Irnfaniry, after participating in the Salerno operation, was
relieved from the line on 21 September 1943 to bs re-squipped amd to receive
needed replacements. During this period, extending from 21 September to 14
FNovembar 1943, combat traiming was intensified. Schools in lesdership were
held for ell new officers and non-commissionsd officers, and rafreshar
courses in leadership were given to all remaining officers. Communiostions
treining was stressed and tactical walks for the regimental mnd battalion
steffs were conducted on the very ground owver which the unit hed fought only
a short time previously. Meny bettalion exercises, ineluding river croseings
and relisf problems, were scheduled, emphasizing control, tactics and dig-
cipline. Physioal conditioning of the enmtirs unit was stressed. Advantags
wad taken during this poried to provids excellent recreational trips to
Neples and Pompeii, this being the first opportunity to provide such trips
for the enlisted men gince leaving Africa for the invasion. Tho 38th Die
vigion wag pleced under the II Corps, esnd thet Headquarters mads an inspeg-
tion of all elaments of the Regimenmt on 27 Qctober 1943, pronmouncing 1t
ready to resume its place in the line. The Division moved from the Pozzudldi
aros on 5 Novembsr to an aszembly erss near Villa Velt.rmo, and the Regiment
was alertsd to relieve the 7Tth Infantry, 3rd Division. An edvanced party
of commerders and staff officers wsnt forward to contact the regimenmt to be
ralieved, made an intensive reconnsissance of the arsa, and conferred with
the officers at the positions to be occupied. Supply problems were dis-
cussed and, in snort, all angles of the relief were coordinated. Or the
15th of Novamber under cover of darkness the first elements of the Regimemt
desparted by motor to alfect the relief. The heavily~travelsd route, the
rein and mud, blown bridges and artillery pregented an obstacle to the move-
meut, but nevertheless, by 0300 on 18 Nowsmber, the relief was completed
without incident. In this seotor the Germens held a "winter line" mcross
It. Camino which offered the snemy excellent observation of sll the sur=
rounding terraln end, in particular, the important supply routes. The pro=-
cipitous heights anéd torturous trails sfforded the eremy the sdvantage of
holding off superior forcea with msmall nurbers end an eppertunity to use
his artillery with groat effect on all of our positions whioh h3 oould ob-
serve, The Jermans were £o intrenched that they could be dug out only by
intense artiilery barrages and by small groups probing their & .ineceags~
ivle positionss. Under such corditions supply prptlems were magit¥ied, be=
cause rations and armanitions kad to he hand-ca..r;ied. Thls was first ac-
complished by detailing an entire company to tremsport the supvlies and
was later aldsd oy a provigional pack train compeny orgenized by Dlvision.
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In view of the oontinuous rains which fell from the beginning of the
ccoupation of the Mt, Caminc positions by the Regiment, the Reginental Co-
mmender was vitally conoernmed with the protection of the troops! health
and took every precaution to kesp siocknsss to a minimum, He, theresfore, or-
dered hot food, exira sccks, gloves mnd blankets to be provided for those
unite which were located in the mountsins, In this dommection it is inter-
6sting to note the conditions of "the enemy in those sams heights. In ons day
alone ~ 18 Nowember - six Germans doserted their unit and walked to our
front linec. They declarsd their rations were either very poor or at tinmes
oot provided at all. Thay presented & tbedraggled appearance in their wet
filthy khaki uniforms covered by sogzy overcosts. They could stand the cope
ditions no lenger.

Becaust of the dilfficulty of building up sufficient supplies to laumch
an sffectlve attack on the enemy lines, our activity of necessity, was st
first mainly limited to extensive patrolling and artiilery barrages. The re-
sulis of one platoon mission on 1¢ Kovember are related as an examples 4
strong Germen outpost of approximately twenty-five to thirty men had orgen-
ized & position to the front of the 2nd Battalion. An operstion was oonducted
to cepture this position. Plans were made thoroughly and all concerned wers
carefully instructed az to their part, and good use was mede of fire powsr.
The ectlon took place as follows: First, the position was subjected to con-
tinous rmorter fire. Machine rung were placed =zo as to aseist in the prepare-
tion end also so that they could tel® up the fire when ths mpprosch of the
rifle elements necessitated the cessetion of mortar fire. The major part of
the rifle elementz of two pletoons were slso placed in position to provide a
fixed base of Tire, Under cover of the fire of the mortars, four squads wsre
advanced to within serveaty-five to one hundred yards of the ensmy position,
One sgued advancoc to the right of the FEur positior aneé covered the right
flark, One squsd adwenced fo the left and raar of the position while two
squads made the direct assault. These two squads were eble to epproach with-
in seventy-live to one hundresd yards of the enemy position under cover of
morter firs, The BAR teams of the asseult squads were pleced in position to
provide a close up base of fire. After the morter fire ceasmd, the mssauld
squeds exeguted an msseult with ths bayonet. The advance was conducted so
skiilfully, and the enemy position was so oovered with fire, that he nsver
hed & chance to get out of his holes. The squad which sdvanced to the left
and rear of the position intercepted severs]l Boches thst were trying to ss-
cape. In addition to those Germans that were killed, twenty-one wers captursd
our men going right up to their holes wnd digping them out with bayonets. The
most gretifying elements of the operation is the fect that it was dome with
such cleverness and skill by all American officers and soldiers involved that
not & single American officer or soldier was killed or wounded., The 1lst
Flatoon, Company "F", lod by 2od Lt. Charles H, Garchen, canducted this op-
eration el was admirally supported by the Wespnns Plstooz, Compeny "F", com=
manded by 2nd Lt. Frank S. Kuls.

o
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The terrain was such that almost every movement by our forces in day-
light was under epsmy chservation. Vigibllity was: often very poor, however,
because of the continued rain. The Germans had registered their ertillery on
importent road junctions avd sup:-ly trails which limjited almost all +traffie
to nightfall. There was very littld air activity bscause of adverse weather
conditions. German patrols were active also, and sevsral timass fire fights
would ensue. In order that all umits of the Regident would be completely
familiar with the surrounding terrain end the tactics of the spemy, the
Battelions were roiasted in action., This policy also gave each unit relief by
reverting to recerve. Attached to the Hoglmental Combat Team were twe Chem-
joal Companies who gave offective suprort with their 4.2 mortars by firing
into observed German obssrvation posis in the heights of ths mountain. Cn
25 November a Company "L" patrol osptured 2 of the endmy who were part of new
roplacemsnts for the 21 men previously captursd. Qur artillery fire was re-
portsd by thesa prisonsrs to be very effective. :

Cormunications in this rugged terrain were s constant problem, and every
type was utilized, Ememy artillery cften tore large gaps in the lines and be-
cause of the diffioulty of checldng along such & route, it would require muoch
greater time to repalr the breaks. In addition the almost consiant rain affect-
the wire, csusing numerous shoris. Atmospheric conditions interfersd with
ths operation of the radic. Neassengsrs, therefors, were the only resally de~
pendable method of communicationm.

As the end of the month epproached, confersnces ware held consgtantly to
plan future oporations and to launch an atteck. In these disoussions, the
British {on our left flank), Speciel Bervice fTroop (Mi.) Officers, Division,
and supporting unit commenders took part. Meanwhile supplies for the offen-
give wers being slowly built up at dumps located high in the mountain.

To sumerize the operations between the 15th and 30th of November, it
w1l be noted then that they were, first, to relleve the 7Tth Infentry Regiment .
from tts long action end then begin the tedious task of transporting supplies
and preparing plans for an attack on the well-defendad positions of the en-
omy. During ths period the unii secursdi the positions already gained and be-
came intimetely femlliar with the high ground to be attacked. Casuelties for
+he period (mainly artillery} wers as followas

Xia - 20 BM

Wi - 104 R - 2 Officers
MIA -0

Captured - 0

Ensmy Capiured - 37
Eremy Killed - 12

Epsmy WIA ~ 7
OHN 4. STBEL
cs n, 1424 Infantry
Adjutert
-3 -
s - -3 - @
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ESADYGARTERS, 142D INFANTRY
APD 36, Us S, ARMY

7 Dagember 1543

SUBJECT: "Operetions in It.1y" - 1424 Infantry - November 1943,

0 t Commpding Ganeral, 356th Infantry Division, APD #88, U. 8. Army.

1, Trensmitted herewith iz the Historiecel Record of ths 142d Infantry
Operstions in Italy during the month of November 18943,

2. Ths outstonding factors of' the Opermtion, as related in the narra-

$
tive, are as follows: )
a. The great difficulty of supply in rough terrain. ¢

E. The necessity of good physical condition of all meabers of the

o omBnd .

¢. Proper precautions to safsguard health of the personnel.
. Difficulty of Commmieation,

o, The demonstrated quality of the Americen Infantryman to endurs )
evory kdnd of difficulty, to operate in the worst type of terrein under the '
most advaerse weather oconditions with little food, and inadequate olothing,

but nevertheless able to advence with a spirit and dstermination thaf merits '
the highest praise, .

- . = (
j) A\
. I "“-aj_ o © :‘:!: :‘%
. gl-l G . ._%
Lt. Colonel, 142d ¥rnfantry LB
08 A
Do
Y
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Hun gots his earg pianed back!® was the thought in everyone's mind, when
the aharp crack of & bullet warned of sn unesen assallgni~-~smother shot,

and one of owr men was hit, Bullets were coming fester now, snd everybody
looked wainly for their sgource. With no alternative, the order was glven
for the platoom to withdraw. While Sergsant Multon snd his agquad gave cov—
ering fire, the rest of the platoon withdrew, but the exd t was disoovered
by the Gormans. Hle squad could not Ieawe by that route. He looked maxigus-
1y for en avenus of escaps. On® man was grazsd with a bullst, end Sergeant
Multon oaught the expression of pain snd panic on hie faco. Bergeant Multon
kept oool snd oslm mnd baid his squad wmdsr his controls (mne by one he die-
rooted them to crawl on thelr stomepchs slong a small irrigetion ditohs At
last, all had reachsd safety. This was a patrol whioh like many othsrs,
would receive only a iine in the dey's comuunique.

It was reported that the 14lst Infaniry, on owr right hed beem sounter-
attacked by a forse of approzimately one hundred Germanes east of MT. LUNGO,
south of Highway 6. This attack was broken up by artillery. At 145¢ Allied
planes sttacked enemy supply dumps and strafed the fromt lines {including
our posttions but no casualties were inflicted on our men).

Om the 2nd of Decamber finel preparationz were made for the advsnoe to
bs lmmohsd on the following dey. There was a feeling of excitensnt, slert-
ness and tenseuness which every person sxperienced who was aware of ths ocom-~
ing attaek., At 1@F Brigadier General W. H. Wilbur, Assistent Division Com~
nander, Colonsl Lynch, Cowmeanding 1424 Infentry, Colonel Fredsrick, Command-
ing let Special Service Foross, smd Lleutansnt Colonel Green, Artillery Of-
ficer, attended a conferencs at the 1424 Infaniry Regimentsl Command Post
in which all pleas wers gone over cncs sgain to assure coordination between
this Regimsnt, the Britiah, and the Special Bervice Forcees. At noon jieu=-
4tenant General Clerk, Army Commander, and Major Genersl Xeyes, Corps Com-
mander, srrived at the Command Post t0 review the situaition and plens, Por
4he Pfirst tims in geveral &ays the sun was out, end it seemed as though it
wex & good omen for the sucosss wo expected to follows In the early after
soon Brig. General We E. Wilbur, in en impressive ceremony presented Lisu-
tensnt Colonel Ssauel 5, Grahem, (0355299), of Huntsville, Texas, Command-
ing Becond Battalicn, 142d Infsniry, the Distinguished Servioe Croes; Cap-
taln Hollis M, Hughss, (0398175), of Stamford, Texms, Coxpany *I¥, 1424 In-
fantry, Corporal Earl F. Clinkenbeard, (20805617), of Bnyder Texas, Company
wG®, 1424 Infantry, sod Private John A, Daku, (32288028), of Many]
Jorsoy, Company "I®, 142d Infantry, wore swarded the Silver B
gallantry in sotion during the Salermo operation, Shortly/ thw
Gon. Wilbur snd Colonel Lynoh met the Battalion Commsnderé }
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final questions of the operation, Company "FV", in a defensive position
that afternoon, resported heavy enemy mortar riro whioh killed thres enlist-
od men and wounded lst Lisutenant Robert K. Carey, (01283548), Platooz Lesd-
er and thirtesn enlisted men. Allled planss in’ ll.rga nunbers bombed and
gtrafed the whole enamy sector to our front and in the vicinity of Cassino.
As nightfall began oloaing in early, the cminous sound of our artillery be-
gan; first, a battery opened up, then e Battalion began firing, and increms-
ing opumbers of guns joined the rising oressendo of explosions, It was like
a glant sympheny with its deep, resonsnt boom ms it left the ocannon, then
roverberating violsntly as it struck the CAMINO hill masa. The sownd wes
deafening and the explosions seemed to shake the very fommdations of the
oarth, It has bsen reported that this “serensde™ was the largest artillery
barrsge aince ihe Tunisian osmpaigp. -~

In order to follow ths operations In this ssctor a descriptive disgram
of the route of advance is attached.

_The plan for the advance was as followa:

(1} Bx-iﬁsh 56th Divimion to attack Mt, Camino end the slopes to
the 8%,

(2) 1st 8peolal Servics Force to attack Hill 960 (Mi. La Difensa)
during darkuness the night of D-1, D, s as to havs possossion of Hill 560 by
daylight D-Day, to reach Hill 980 by a route passlng through our presemnt poe
itions snd advancing to Hl1l 960 along the froat of ouwr present position om
Ridge 368, and then to oapturc Eill 907, ouuupying and defending both poai-
+lone.

(3) 1423 Infantry, with Compsnies A snd B, 2nd Chemical Battaliom
attached, 1Slst and 1324 Fleld Artillery Ba.ttnlionn snd Company B, 11lth Enw
‘ginesrs in direst support to atiack and bold Hill 370, ths north slopu of.
Mt, La Difemsa, sand Mt, Maggiore on D-Day at H-Hour, aoluam of Battalions,
with 3rd Battalion leading, 2ud and lst Battalions; the attask to be eoordin-
ated with that of lat Speainl Barvice Fures. This Regiment to bo prapared
to relieve 1lst Speelisl Barvice Foron on Hills 950 and 807,

On D-Day, 3 Decsmber 1943, the Special Bervios Force reported that Hill
$60 was teken at 42§, encoumtering light resistsnce. The 36th Division re-
ported that a patrol of Rangers had moved to the edge of 5§, FIEIRO under
cover ol darkness md found no enemy there,

At @725 the 3rd Battellon Commander reported that Compeny 'K' was on -
objective "C", Company "I™ noar its objective in irea "2", Hill 390y ot
cleared and thnt some enexy artillery shells were ra.lling in sTr A
Saoond Lieutenant Charles E. Duell, (01257174), of Oriskany

T A a8 39 e o
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3rd Platoon laader, Compeny "I", 142d Infentry, wes leading his pletoon in
an attack on the western edge of HEill 370, 4is his platoon attacked thes left
odge of the Hill, Lisutenant Duell obssrved & German soiper in a dug out pre-
paring to throw a hand gremeds. The enemy had perfeoct obssrvation of his
platoon. Without » moments hesitation, Lisutenant Duell attacked the siper
but was struock by the grenade and fatally wounded.

At @945 the Speolal Ssrvlos Poros reported its immediate objeotive and
Hill 907 had been +taken with soms sniper fire sncountered on Hill §07. At
1837 the 2nd Battellon was on Hill 596. At 1945 Compsny "A" had mopped up
objective "B® and had contacted the Znd Battalion. At 1185 the British re-
ported that they had takez MY. CAMINO. 4t 112§, because the sdvance had
oontinusd so sucosasfully, the Regimental Comssnder ordsred the lat Pattalion
to oocupy the present 2nd Battalicn objectives, ploking up Company ®A" from
objective "B", and the 2nd Battalion to push on to the previously sssigned
lst Battalion objeotives. At 13§% the Srd Battalion received heavy artil-
lery shalling but there wore no casualties. At the sems time, the 20d Bat-
talicn had reorgenised for the push to the final objectives. it 18JP the
2nd Battalicn Commuander reported that be was sending tw oompanies to teke
HL11 830,

An ensmy artillery shell landed in the 2nd Battalion Aid Btation dur-
ing the'afterncan, injuring sovorel medioal men. Bteff SBergomt Rrnwst 8.
Prange, (20800958), of 8en Mntanio, Texas, Mediocal Deteshment, in spits of
a sevre injury of the back, assisted the Medical Offiosr in the ald of the
wounded and worked with the injured men all night, Hs refussd personal svao-
uation and helped to ecarry the wounded back the next morning, then continued
forward to help asest up ths Battalion Ald Station. FRealiging the importunoce
of his work, he assisted in the Ald Gtatlon for five days untlil the surgeon
ordared him svaoustsd. It was the sotions of such men as Staff Sergemnt
Prange which masured the suocesz of the attack,

Ths advence had gone well, and casualties were relatiwly light despite
stubborn resistance from the well entrenched positions held by thw Germans.
Four enlisted men had been killed and twenty-seven men wers wounded during
the day. In view of an expscted enemy counterattack ths men were kept &
lerted during the night and listening posts were establighed. Thirty-five
snemy prisoners had besn teken during ths day.

lory fire. Dus to the rugged terraln and heavy enmmy ertil}ers
fire, it was extremely diffioult to lay wire on the trall 1

DECLASSIFIED PER EXEQUTIVE CRDER 12186, Section3.3 ‘
BYiB_t_CLMAn Date

RECHAIFIE L 8™ Tl HATE W4 &0 ay gz :



368 to H11 370, tut Private Plrat Class Mtonio A, Hernsndes, (38028454),
of Ban Antonio, Texas, Frivate Vernon D. MoCasland, (20804418), of Goldthe
waite, Texas and Privete Hubsn 2, 8ilwva, {38026337), of Port Lavacs, Texas,
all meabers of Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 142d Infantry, prooesde
e#d 4o lay wire to the 3rd Battalion Commend Post over this trail whioh would
afford the only mesns of communioation to kigher hesdquarters. After they
had gone 200 yards, Private Silva wes killed inatently by enemy artillery
fire, but the other two contioued on thelr missicn. Wiith ocmaunioations in~
stalled, they returned over the amse difficult route and sarried Friwvate
Bilva's body out of the ahslled wres.

The Regimentsl Commander directed the Srd Battalion (less Company “L¥)
to wlthirsw after darkness to an asasmbly ares west of the Hegimental Com-
mand Fost for the purpose of cwrrying rations.  Compmy "L* was t0 remain
in 1ts present pexition and maintain posts on Hill 370, At noon the lst
Battalion reportsd recelving soemy artillery fire from the west snd that
Company "A" was ocoupylug objective D", Company "C" was ocoupying sres "F%,
and in omtact with the 2nd Battalion. The Liaisom Offiser with the lst.
Spacial Service Foroe reported thet that unit 414 not. junp off %o retake
Hill 907 dus to poor visibility. BEocsuss of the inacoesaaiility of the
area cooupisd by the 2nd Batialion, srrangements were mads to have rations
dropped by planes the followlng day on VALLEVONA Plateau, Thare was no em=
ey activity reported in the Regimental ssotor during the night. The oas=
ualtiea for the day were nine killed and twonty-seven wounded in action,
Bvory objeotive which had besn assigned the Regiment was now in our hads
and preparsd for defenpe.

On the 5th of December the Special Service Faros reported a strong Ger-
man counterstitack sarly in the morning om their right flank, which waz re-
pulsed, At 1407 the 1st and Znd Battalion Commanders were informed as fole
lows: 1t is plaamed to move the lat Battalion to an aszembly srea in the
vicinlty of the southern alops of NY. LA DIFENSA under the cover of darkmess
tondght with & future misslon of relieving the lst Speciel Service Foroe,
Cospeny "I* will relisve Cempeny "A% The posltiens of Company "B" and "g*
will bs wasated but will be patrolled by the 2nd Battalion.

Informatiom was theau recelved at the Commmnd Post that
on Hill 615 and hed & company within four hundred yards of
tut did ot have their objective. At 1647 1t was reportsd
cial Servioe Foros had taken Hill 907, At 27Jf, dus to A
wire lines wers cut to the lat and 2nd Batislions, Compal

8 Briti sh
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4o Division, The lines wers repalred and functioning at »idnight, and withe
in sn bour they were again knooked out by shelling, During the night it was

oztimated that one hundred forty-five rounds of enemy fire foll on the paok
trail snd was quite heavy in the walley.

During the night, Company "E" on Hill 610 wms ocounteratimoked in force.
As the enemy approached, supported by a meohine gm wrew, Private First
Class Cherles A. Collet, (55239328} of Logensport, Indlens, orawled forwnrd
of his squed in the open, under enemy machine gun end exall erms fire amd
singlehmdedly knooked out the entire Germsn maochine gun nest with hig BelsRe,
materially sasisting in repulsing the counterattaok which was & ssrious
threat to the company's position.

Barly on the morning of & December the line orews were frantically at~
tempting to restore ocommmications. At noon the 2nd Battallion Comgarder waa
notified that Compmny "F" was to vacate ite position and retwrn to the as-
penbly ares, with the balmoes of the Battallon to be redisposed during derk-
nest to assure allw=saround defense of tho area. In ths sarly afternoon about
twonty rounds of enemy 15Gmm or 170ma shslls fell alenpg the peok trsil about
800 yards northesst of the Regimsntal Comend Post, At mid-afiernoan Com-
pany "RE* received & mmall counterattsck on the right flank whioh wms re-
pulsed with no omsualties to the Company. It was alwo repcrted thet onl
one package of rationa was obtained from the three plane drops. At 175
reoport was receiwved that the monastery wes in the hsnds of thw Eritish, two
cozpanies of Gormens havinmg surréndered.

The men endursd the conatant rain and ocold almoet with pride. Because
of the mud and water asveral cases of irench-foot developed., There was ab-
solutsly no wey of keeping feet dry. To ges Ameriosn soldisrs overcoame
thass gonditions snd to aarry on with cuch deterzination as they displayed
wag an experience that shall never be forgotten.

O0n 7 December the fellowing information was obtained from ane of the
Garman prisoners; He snd his company of one hundred enligted men wers from
the 6th Company, 2nd PE Hermann Goering Division. They had received spe~
einl training in Berlin and had just left theres two weeks previously. Thay
were sent to CASSING where the main part of the Division was locateds A
compeny waz to sssault the highest peek, Hill 907, They hed eighty men,
sight light mashine guns and tw 8lma mortaras The sssault was imsucpess~
ful and he domerted.

Compeny “E reported thet it had infllioted tem ki
on a Germen patrol esrly in the morming. At 1580 enemf
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568, end air burat shells fell along the pack trail, followsd by forty more
rounds of enemy shells on the pack trall thirty minutes later, At 1525 the
2nd Battelion was ooumterattscked, but within an hour and fifteen minutes
it was reported repulaed.

Howsver, at @789 oo the 8th of December the 2ad Battalion was still en
gazed with the enemy, and a short time leter it was reporisd that e German
force was pushing southsast along the draw on the south slops of NT. LUNGO.
At 151§ the Bpeoiasl Bervice Foros reported that one of its Battalions on
Hi1l 907 wes attacking dus west along the ridge, snd within the hour the ate
tack was reported to have been a complete success, twenty Germans having
been killod and eight oaptured., At 2125 the lst Battalion had ocompleted the
ralief of the Spscial Service Foros. Nebslwerfer fire was falling into the
ridge of 368. It was looated and sllenced by the 132d Field Artillery.
¥oar midnight the British were reported to be holdinpg ROCCA D'EVANIRO.

In the early merning of 9 December the Hegimental Cammender ordered the
lst Battalion- to relieve with one company the positions vmoated by the three
compenies on Hill 960, 907 and the unmimbered HL1l, The second campany was
to be put in a defensiwe position north of CAMINO to guard the approaches up
the draw. The third company was o patrol and meke sontact with the British
on the laft near ROCCA D'EVANIRO. The Commanding Genperal ordered the $rd
Battalion, 141st Infantry, relieved fram ite mission of cerrying supplies.
*his battalionm had performed 1ts duties in a magnificent manner, having omr-
ried supplies up the mountaln in darkness and in rain, over steep crowded
trails. Activity in the sesotor was now limited tv patrols., One such patrol
fron Company "F" went as far as COLLI. Corporal Boyd D. Dove, (33083227),
of Criders, Virginis, was given the migsion of leading this patrel to obserw
and secure information of the enemy movements. He carried out this wiassion,
remsining in the town three nights snd four deys, ssouring wvaluable informe.
tion whioh was semt back to the company by runner. On one ccoaesion, his pe-
tro) was driven out of the tomm into the British lines by a German patrol
but he returned to COLLI to osrry on until relisved. Hostile as well as
friendly wrtillsry barrages were encountered by the patrel,

On 10 Decenber at @237 the Regimental Commandsr wms informed by the Com-
wmanding Gemeral that the Britiah mmit would take over NT. LA DIFENBA, Pa-
trols from all Battalions reported no enemy activity. At 1748 the lst Bat~
talion reported the British 189th Regiment had sccomplished the o
all ccmpsnies were on the way down the mountain,

On 11 Dscember st P9S§ five German reconnalssance planes
Regimental area, and at 1683, twenty-asix enemy planes utre.i' of
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right of the Regimentsl seotor.” In the early evening, patrols from the 2nd
Battalion reported back from GIACOND whers they found no enemy but a ecnsid-
srable smount of abandoned equipment. The Regimentsl Communder ordered a re-
inforced platoon to ocoupy GIACOMO during the night and one platoon to at-
tank Hill 72 after daylight the next day.

At g83¢ the following morning, 12 December, the 2nd Battalion reparted
thet a reinforoed platoon from Company "G" ogoupled GIACOMO wud had met no
restatance. At noon the 2nd Battaliom reported that a petrol had been foroed
by the Germans to leave COLLI. inother patrol was sent to make reconneissanoe
‘of that srea. MNeanwhile, the Italians, around Bill 180 to ouwr right, wore
subjeoted to a terrific enemy artillery barrasgs. Frox & priscner it was re-
ported that one of the German ocmpenies was reduced to 18 men and sncther
had only 38 to 40 men. During the night, the 2nd Battalion was relieved and
noved to sn assenbly area in the desp oreek bed in the valley.

On the morning of 13 December a reinforced platoon of Company "I was
ordersd to GIACOMO to cooupy a position there as a base for patroiling, day
and night, to the north and northwest over the railroad snd along the base
of MT. LUNOO, with a mission of dotermining Gorman strength, dispositiom,
and mine fields. The 3rd Battalicon was ordered to withiraw at ones to an
area along the areek bed in the walley, snd the lst Battalion to move to CiAS-
POLI, At 29§88 the Regimental Copmander held a conference with Artillery snd
Battalioz Commanders regarding the fortheoming atteck on NT. LUNGO by ths-
142d Infantry. It was quiet during the night in the Regimental ssctor.

On 14 December the platoor on GIACOMD reported that it had been quiet
during the previous night exoept for a mwsll patrol. 4 platoon of Company
"L" on Bill 141 reportsd no sctivity during the night., Mvision reported
hostile reserves in the vioinity of the north end of MY, LUNGO,

On the 15th of Deosmber final preparaticns were made to atteck NT, LUK~
00 in oonjmeotion with the Italisn Motorlzed Brigade while the other ele-
nents of the Division were to seize 8, VIITORE and 8. PIETRO., This was to
be a night attack with the units to bs on MT, LUNGO by daylight 16 December
{a descriptive map of the plan of sttack is attached)s Ths lut Battalion
was notified to be prepared to asite H1)l 543 on orders from this Headquar-
ters., At darknesa ths advenoe began. As the 2nd Battaliom progressed, First
Sergesnt Joe W, 8ill, (20805386), of Cenyom, Texms, Company "F®, 1424 Infen.
iry, ocemanding s platocn, observed a cave soversd by a German lbolt-r half
nesr the top of MY, LUNGO. B8inoe ths Germsns were well dug in-4¥ Wiowhole
arsa, and becanss of darkmess, it was necessary to preser P 4
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and silence during the movement s possible to prevent alerting the enemy.
Therefore, First Sergeant &1l pushed the sheolter half asids, mnd then phys-
1oaily jerked one of the Germans outsids of ihe oawve. He then foroed the
prisoner to point out all the snemy gun poaitions in that ares, resulting
in the oapture of fifteen wellesniremched Germans end saving the lives of
many of kis oomrades. '

Private Pirst Class Johm C. Peralesz, (38028300), of Corpus Christi,
Texas, sud Corporsl Jolm O Weddell, (20804844), of Ballinger, Texaz, both
of Compsny "C%, 1424 Infantry, were in the leading squed of the lat Battale
ion during the advance on MT. LUNGO. After crossing s stresm, they cms up~
on a henvily mined cpsn fisld, Aftsr notifying the Platoon Leader, Corporal
Waddell snd Private First Clmas Peraler went forward without further ordsra
in an effort o clear a route through the mined fields They crawled, olip~
ped wires snd removed nines, olesring s route for the advmnos, During the
hasardous operations, Private First Class Peraler osws in contact with an
"EY mine and was seriously woundsd, 2nd ILieutenmnt David Q. Gorgol, (01285478)
of Binghsaton, Kew York, Compuny *i", 1424 Infsntry, wes sdvenoing with hia
platoon up MT. LUEGO when they oasme undsr enemy machine gun snd rifls firs.
As they advanced ln the faoce of this fire, mucther enemy machine gun opened
peraistent oross fire, The platoon was pinned down. End Lieutenmnt Oorgoel,
taking one scldier, worked his way mround the right flank, tlrew hand gre-
nedss into the enemy position snd then walked into the machine gun nest,
killing the orew with his Tomiy pun. 2nd Lisutenant Gorgol's astion left
his platoon free to maneuver, and emablsd it to xlpo out the remaining Ger-
man machine gun nest.

At f185 oz 16 December & meassge was received that Campany "G" had
resched 1ts objlective snd was mopping up the secior, During the advance of
the company, Private Gerald D. Wood's {32771750, of Mts Clsir, Hew Jersey)
platoon was pinned down by intense ensmy machins gum fire, Due fo the obar-
soter of the terrain, Private Weod was the cnly person who oould fire upon
tha onemy, slthough he had 1ittle osover, Without hesitation, hs rought
fire upon the first machine gun position, using their muzzis blasts as tur=
gots. After the firat enemy gun had been desiroyed, he switohed his fire to
the socond weapon. The third enemy position was destroyed in the smms msn~
nor, At dewn, Private Joseph 8. Boilek, (35160817), of Bast Clicage, Indie
ana, Company “HY, 1424 Infantry, Kumber Ome machine gumner of a heavy wospons
aguad attached to Company "F® for the attsak on MY, LUNGO, was with the orew
at their machine gun position swalting ar imeinent oo AL
Boilek observwd a German machins gun nest about 400 o
immediately alerted the company. Then the ememy E 14 411 emplace=
ment, but Private Boilek returned the fire, kill ;, qméﬂ thnant in
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comnand mad foroing the cthers to retire to another position, Shortly after
this aotion, snother enexy machine fun opened up a withering fire on s
poeition, but with calwness snd determination, he continusd to fire, knock-
ing out this hostils weapon also, and pinning. down seven Germaus, enabling
a petrol from Company "F¥ to cspture them, * - *

At P4PF the enemy shelled the south end of Mt. LUNGO with artillesry
end at the same time directed Hebslwerfer fire on the northern slope. At
fl6@F the 2nd Battalion seised ita objective, capturing ssventeen prisonera.
At P13 one company, lat Battalion, was reportsd to have alraady passed the
first ridge and was contimudng on to the second ridge. Opposition was falre
ly hsarvy, and the lst Battalion Commander believed that his Battalion had
auffered msny cssualties. Mortar fire war ocoming in on the top of MTe« LUNGO.
At #80¢ sn enemy troop concentration was reported by the Znd Battalion whioh
wns promptly fired on by the 132d Field Artillery snd lWroken up. B8ix direot
hits on the trucks were observed and troops ran for cover, Botwwen gogy -
#95#, Private First Class Gordon Re Bondurant, (16054127), of Laoenter, Ken-
tucky, s sniper of Compsny "A", 142d Infantry, kept oomstesnt rifle fire on
forty entrenched Germane, Whlle under constant enemy machine gun fire, he
moved over open terrain from cno place to another, keeping his f£irs upon
any Germans that disclosed their positions, wumtil they sculd b swrounded
and capturede Priwvete First Class Bondursnt personally killed five Germans
end wounded thres others in addition to giving enocoursgement to his oomrades.
At $8556 the 1st Battalion reported that Company "A" wes on its objective,
snd Campanies ®BEY and "C® over the highest ridge., A report from Divieion
statsd that the attacks by the other units on 8¢ PIBTRO and 5. VITIORE were
bogged down. At F91F the 2nd Battalion reported that sizteen mors German
trucks on the roed to 8. PIETRO were fired on by the 1324 Pield Artillery,
scoring eleven direot hitas At 19% the 2nd Battalion reported eleven
prigoners oaptured, and a counterattack by about fifty men wasz repulsed by
artillery. The lst Battalion reported Companies "B* and "(" areas completew
iy clesred of the snemy, and patrols were out to contact the 2nd Battalion.
Twanty-five prisoners were captured by Compsny “B". At 1515 the Reglmenta)
Comnender reported to the Commanding Generals JArea entirely cleared of liw
jng Germasnas, sixty osptured. A% 174% the 2nd Battalion reported s small
counterattack on Company "G". Divislon reported that flarea would be drope
ped svery 46 minutes from 214 to 2407 over roads leeding from CASSIND to
aid Beau Fighters in sirafing. At 2 Division reported a counterattack
on the right flank of the 143rd Infaentry. At 2516 the followinyg :
existed; The north end northwest slopes of NT. LUNGO were ndp
northeast alopes wers being mopped up to Highway 6; 1424
¥otorizad Italian Brigade were consolidated on MT. LUNGO
moving to cocoupy HL1l 170. The Reglmental sector was guim
but thers wes oocasional machine gun fire from B.PIEMRO
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During the early morning of 17 Decsmber thers was intermittent enemy
shelling betwsen MT, MAGGIDORE and MT. LUNGD. At @977 the Regimental Command-
er gave the following instructions: The lst Battalion to patrol to Highway
6; 2nd Batteliom patrol to base of Eill and short distancs northwest in the
valley, investigate digging last nipght at northwest nose of M7, LUNGO, eg-
tablish contact with 3rd Batiallion on the left; Ird Battalion ocontact dntd-
Tauk Company bazooka tesm, set up Obasrvation Pést at PECCIA CREEE and pa-
trol to the northwest, The lst Batfaellon pairol reported observing two de-
stroyed German vehicles on Highway &, but there wers no ensmy present. At
1517 the Commanding General dirscted a patrol be sent to 5. VITTORE and one
w3zt along the general route of Highway 6. The lst Battalion was then di-
rooted to patrol to &, VITTORE; 2nd Battalion to TAVERNA; and the 3rd Bate
talion to S8TATZ D'ROCCO, At 153ﬁ the Division reportsd that the 143rd In-
fantry was ocoupying its objective, and that the l4lat Infantry was aending
a strong patrol to 5. PIETRO, 4t 177 Division notifisd the Regizental Com-
mander to mest a group of officers from the 16th Infantry the following
morning, at which time arrsngements would be made to effect the relief of
the 142d Infantry. A% 2277 enemy tanks were reported et ROAD JUNCTION 69,
The Regimental Commander ordered bazocka teams to that point to fire upon
sny tracked vehioles. About ths amme time the 3rd Battallion reported
harassing artillery fire of a large caliber., The 3rd Battalion reported
that a patrol had gone to STATZ D'ROCCO wnd had obssrved two tanks and two
truoks moving toward Highway 6.

Two oongratulatory messages on the Regiment's asuccesaful mdvence on KT,
LUHGO were rsoeived during ths day; ons from Major General Eeyes, Corps Come
mander and ons fram Major General Walker, Division Commanders

On 18 Deosmber at @33@ the lst Battalion patrol reported that it had
beon to the edge of 8, VITTORE and had observed mo gun emplmcements. It ap-
psared to bo a ghost town. 4t 1PP7 the Znd Battallion was inetructed to send
a patrol northeast along the railroad, not beyond STATZ D'ROCCO, until eonw
taost was made to find out ensmy strength and positions. The Battalicna were
ordered to legve ons officer per Batislion staff and one non-commissioned of-
ficer per occapany to stay on the posltions for twenty-four houra after the
relief was completed by the 156th Infantry. At 1335 a 2nd Battalion patrol
roporbed that it had killsd one German and captured three othsrs, just east
of STATZ D'ROCCO. Division ordered day and night recomnsiassmos-pairglling
to the fromt, until further orders. : y

On 19 Deaember relief of the Battalions was completed
fantry. Patrols from this Regiment, howsver, were lefi {
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16th Infsntry. The Regirent remained in mssembly areas along the deep oresk
bad south of MIGNAND until the 2Znd of Decembar when the Regiment moved to
a new grea in the viecinity of VENAFRD.

On 23 Decomber Division ordered ome Company to relieve o Battelion of
the 504th Paratroop Regiment, on top of MT. SMUCRO. This was ocompleted
at 199% on 24 December by Company "a".

After supper on Christmas Eve as it beos dark, the thoughts of every
man turnsd to the recollection of fanlly end happler yesrs, not with self-
pity, but with a determination o restore thoss pleassnt cocmsions and wipe
out for ell time the tyrannicsl methods and policies of those who sought to
enslave pur people., Although it was strange, 1t waa not swrprising thet
night in the assembly ares, %o hear woices rising in the distance, singing
earolsg, oompeting not too well with the ever-present roar of srtillery.

At o3P Christmas morning, Major General Fred L. Welker, Divigion Com-
mander, Brigadier Gensral W. E. Wilbur, and Colonel G, E. Lynch pressnted
8ilver Btars in an impressive gersmony to the following nmmed enlisted men
for actiona previously desoribed within this narrsative: Private First Cluss
gordon R. Bondurent, (16054127), Compmny “A", of Lacenter, Kentucky; First
Bsrgesant Joe W. G111l (20805398), Company "F%, of Canyon, Texss; Private
Stuart G. Crossman, (31260561}, Company "G", of Westboro, Massschusetts end
Privats Gerald D. Wood, (52771790), Campany ®G", of ¥t. Clair, New Jersey;

- Bargsent Okla B. Ro‘bbina, {20805866), Compsny "H", of Mumrillo, Texas; Pri-
vate Vernon D. MoCasland, (20804413), Headquarters Company 3rd Battalion, of
Goldthweite, Toxas, and Private Pirst Cisss Edwerd D. MeGiff, (35201569),
Modical Detachment, 142d Infentry, of Baltimors, Marylend.

At noon & turkey dinner was served to every men in the Regiment, snd at
14p3¢ Chrigtmas services wers held in strange surroundinga at the base of e
gteep rocky hill with the ocoasional interruption of rearing artillery.

That efterncon wes also memoreble, because Lieutenant General Clsrk, Amy
Commander, persanally pinned the new sagles on our Regimental Comendsr,
Colonsl G. E. Lynch, as well as pregenting First Lieutenant's bars to Lieuw
tenant Evan J. Mcllraith, Company ®F", 1424 Infantry of Chiosgoe, Illinols,
and awarding the Distinguished Berwice Cross to Sergsunt Manuel 8, Gonulu.
(58066072), of Ft. Davis, Toxas, Company "F", 1424 Infantry for-pxtracrdinery
heroize in sction at Salerno. (Copy of citation sttachad) ,\Bw\c'\‘
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By §6¢¢d the 29th”5f Desember ths Reglwment hed complatsd the relief of
the 504th Parachute Regiment. At 124§ the Zrd Battalion reportsd six rounds
of entay mortsr fire had fallsn in Company "I® Command Post area, wounding
the Compsny Commsnder, his Exeoutive Officer end thres enlistsd men.

n 30 Decsmber sciion consisted mainly of patrols to muintain sontact
with the enemy. Outpost lines were extended to the aresk in vicinity of
GIUSTA. S

351 Docember; The Battalions continued to hold defensive positions,
The weather was fiercely uncomfortabls with smow and gales of wind,

Ax ths year 1945 olosed, the 1424 Infantry eould recoumt a yesr of
memorable servios and many experismess. 4 monthly journal of motivities
wuld show the following:

JANUARY = 142d Infentry as  separate Regimsutal Combat Toam alerte
od for ovorasas movemsnt,

FEERUARY = Movemsnt oxnoolled. 1424 Hegimental Coxbat Temm moved to
Virginis for mountain training.

MARCH = 142¢ Regimemtal Combat Temm moved to As P. Hill Military
Ressrvation, thenos to Fi, Dix, New Jersey, stuging arsa
for overseas duty.

APRIL - 1424 Ro;in!dtﬂ Combat Tesn embsrked with 38th Infantry
Division on 2 April 19435 for overseas duty. Landed 15
April 1943 at Cran, Adgeria.

MAY = Noved from assembly srea nesr Magenta, Algeria to Tlemoen,
Algeria. 1424 Infantry Regiment placed wmder Fifth Army
control to guard rosads and apprehend esosped German prise
oners of war,

JUNB = Rogiment moved to drxew, Algeria for mapikiblous 4raining.

JULY = Tnder Fifth Army Training Center control, the Reglmant
gave training to wvarious organizaticas,

AUGUST ~ 1424 Regimentel Combat Tesm recelved trainis
Army Battle Training Center; alsrted fop
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BEPTEMBERL = Regiment inveded Italy near Pesastim.
0CTOBER = Reorganization snd tralning.

HOVEMBER - Regiment took its plece mdor IT Gorps in the line near
Mlgnano, Italy. _ R

DECEMBER - 142d Infantry sucesssfully attacked various important
heights in Mt. Cmpino Hill mass, and seized Mt. Limgo.

To review briefly the month®s operation, it wms & perlod in which
the Regiment advanced agelnet a stubborn snemy over mountainous heights,
overcoming the greatest difficulties of adverse weather eonditions sng un-
favorasble dtarrain, The smerican soldier demonzirated thet he sould with-
stand real herdships and fight on with a determination that dessrves grest
praise, The 1424 Infentry in selzing the haights arownd NT. MAGGIORE and
HT. LUNGO assisted the tedicus, slow push againgt the Germans.

In reviewing opsrationz in mountainous terrain, some obaervatione of
muergus problems enoountered sre as followe:

(&} It has been definitely prowed that the best physiocal conditien-
ing of ell peraonnel is nsoessary to oombat the hardships sndured in the
mountains.

(b) Io tha matter of supplies, which in most instances wors hend-
oarried, the slzes of &ll containers were exsellent with sxceplion of riw
fle memunition, which if it were packed in fifty pound ¢eaez ingteed of
100 pound boxes, would fecilitate handling. Combat euits are oxcellent.

(e} 1In many cases, officers were saved from camplete exhaustion
and resultent sickness by their admittanoce to Fifth kmy Reat Conters,

Hodioxl Officers have made the following observations:

(8) Compsny 43d Men: It has been found that one Company Ald Men
poer rifle plstoon has been sdequate and has rendersd excsllent First Aid.
He $p the backbone of medical osre in the Infantry Regiment. By sssigning
the Aid Men to their respootlive companies for months prior to sotlon, close
oooperation has been developed.

{b) 1ittsr Bearers: Evacuation has been the biggest problem an-
sountersd. In msny instmoes, litter esrry froam the place whare a patient
is wounded to the Battalion Ald Statien hes besn a full eight W
haul, There wes a resl need for more litier bearers sines i
ent Table of Organisation the battalion has only twelvs
found that unless the litter sgusd was with the oompse
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time of injury, the cesualty could not be founi because of the difficult terw
rain. It was alsc learnsd that one squad was not sufficient to evacuate a
wounded man over such @iffiocult terrain. The solution found in this Regiment
was as followa:

Two litter squads with two littera and four blankeis were assigned per
compeny to follow the Company Commsnd Post, from whero they oould be ssnt
to the platoon whiokh needsd them. If groat distances were inwolved, ome
squad was aszigned to each platoon in order that casualties could be located,
To increase the nunber of litter bearera, sixtsen addi tional men from the
Colleoting Company were sssigned to the batialions which providsd one sguad
per rifls company snd ooo squad to remain at Battalion Aid Statiom. From
the men at the Battalion Aid Station, sz lithter squad wes formsd to assist
the men from tke Collectlng Compmmy in evacusting casualties f{yom the Bate
telion Comaend Fosts. &ince the Collecting Company was short of men, replace-
ments omme from Corps Medical Batialions. These men generaily were umaste.
} sfastory becauss thoy could never be looated and would not have the physie
cal stamine nor the fortdtude to foliow a compeny. In view of the poor re-
sults of thess replacements, it is recommendsd that s Medical Admind str o
tive Officsr be azszigned to esch Battalion Ald Stetion to take charge of the
litter bearers. It was so difficult to wove casualties over the orowded
single tralls on six to eight hour journeys that 1t was deemed better not
to try niecht evacuaticn. In line with medical temchingsz, the Battalion pid
Stations were losated as olcae as poasible to the troops, Our Atd Btations
snd our dogtora ware in looations without defilade and without shelter, and
it now appoars nsoosssary that a house, tont, cave or some type of sheltsr be
looated where light oan be used during blackout, where plasma ozt be given
and where patients are not exposed 1o the slements, The Medioal 0fficer
pergonnel problem has been eritioal,this unit being short one=half of its
Mediosl Offiocer strength. Repleaemémte have not bsen available. The age
of Medical Officer replacements ie one of vital consern., Expsrience has
proved that any man over 35 yeers of age has dirﬁ.uulty in covering mounw
tainous terrain. .

Dental; 8ince the peroentage of dental emergency ocases is extremsly
small, it 18 reccmmendad that cne Dental Officer be placed at the Division
Clearing 3tation snd the bslanoe of the Dental Offiesrs be pooled with thoes
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HERADQUARTERS, 142D INFARTRY
tg. APO ¢ 38, U. 8. SRMY
ML RS

12 January 1944

SUBJECT: Operatione in Italy, December 1943,

.

fo1) ¢t Commanding Gensral
36th Infentry Division
APO #36, Ua S Army

\

lo Tranmitted herewlth Historieal Reoord « Operations in Italy w
for the month of Deosmaber 1943,

2s The operations for the mouth of December uero\-uaoousrul.

DBy L

Colemal, 1424 faf,
Commandlng
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QPERATICNS 1K ITALY, JANUARY, 1944

At the close of 1943 a determinedly resisting enemy occupied positions
running generally SOUTHAEST - NCRTHEAST, WeST of the line STAZ 4i ROCCA
AVSVAVDRO » TAVERNA - SA¥ VITTORE - and cresk romming FORTHEAST therefrom,
with elements of the 15th PG having been identified in the 1424 RCT sector.

11 Corpe, to which the 142d RCY was attached, contlnued its attack in
coordination with VI Corps on its right and the Sritish 10 Corps on its
lert, to capture UT CTIAIA, MT PORCYIA, and ettack HORTHAEST to capture the
high ground in the vicinity of JRVARQ preparatory to operation against T
"EOCCTIC and clearing area to the RAFIDO BRIVER In wvicinlty of MT TROCCEIC.
The 1424 RGT, opereting in the First 3pecisl Service Force zone of action,
was holding ¥T SAVIUCRY with OPIR alons Till 854 - Hill 61, SOUTHABST
alone eresk to S5AY VITTORE.

The new yesr was heralded by sleet, snow, and bitter gold, Inllicting
numercus casss of trench feet, Snow was deep in positions occupied by the
Repiment, Harassing srtillery fire on encmy positions sontinved. Ew 1435
1 January 1944, elsments of the Third Dattalion were in position; and ab
1785 Compeny "5® of the Second 3nttalion wes instructed to reconzoiter the
stregm for subsaguent erossing. On this, the first day of the new year,
the 6th Armored Jroup was relieved of assigmment with the 142d RCT, and the
relief of the 751st Tank Sattalior oz the right was berun by the 645th Th
Battelion, to be accomplishad the mornine of 2.3 January.

The dewn of 2 January brokz elear but continued eold, Companies "3"%,
npA  gnd "L® hed completad tho cccupetion of the OPL, and extensive patrol-
ling was mainteined throughout the dey by all three Sattalions. Althourh
no enemy petrols were reported onemy mortar and artillery activity hed ine
croesed in intensity. Compeny "G" sent out a six {6) men patrol from the
Third Platoon fo reconnoiter a lerge draw at the cresk at the base of LT
SARMTIRO for possible crossing. 45 the patrol advanced through the First
Platoon area, Sergeant IUGE I, LERRITT, 20808611, of 3NYDER, TEXAS, who had
a thorough knowlsdge of this arés naving previously patrolled 1t, obtained
parmission %o join the ;roup on jts mission. The patrol, after working its
way down e trail under intsnse eneny artillery cnd morter fire, advanced
cautipusly into the drew and suddenly found itself within five (&) yerds
of s hidden 3ormsn machins jum nest, Having been surprised by the pafrol,
one of “he enemy crew atteapted to fire the mechine gun, but Serceant
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UZRRITT opened fire upon the Zerman punner, ki 1ling him, then charged the
remaining four {4} 3srmans who had operod fire with pachins pistols, He
enraged the Commender of the enesy crew end shot bim down, but was unable
to prevent the escepe of the remainder bescause another enemy mechine gun
nearby opened fire on the patrol. The patrol sccomplished ite mission,

but on its retuwrn Sergeant MERRITT was fatally woundsd by snemy mortar fire.
Other Company "G" patrols were also sucesssful in locating suiteble cresk
crossings free of mines, for foot troops, pack trains, and vehicles, while
Company "2 patrolled to RADICOSA, finding the town upoccupled by the enemy,
but drew enemy small wns firs from the slopes HORTHIEST of the town,

3 Jenuary continued clear and extremely cold, with intermittent enemy
mortar and artillery fire falling throughout the day on defensive positions
beine held by the 142d Infantry on the WESTERY slopes of NT SAGULRO., The
mission of the Regiment at that time was to hold these positions until fur-
ther orders and assist in the advancs of other elements of the II Corps with
fires the First Hattelion to protect the First Speclal Service Fores supply
point md continue interior and QPL patrols; the Sscond Battalion to deliver
amall marms and weapons fire on Hill 67¢ in gupport of the Mirst Special
Service Force and furnish guides to forward assembly areas for unita of the
34th Divislop; end the Third Esttelion to deliver small arms and weapons
fire on areas FEORTY of SAN VITTOREZ in support of the 135th and 168th Infane
tries and provide guides for thoss units te advance assembly aereas., The
1324 Field Artillery, in direct support of the 1423 Infantry, to reinforce
firs of the 6th Armorsd Sroup., Ab 2400 the attack on 3111 71f by theFirst
Special Fores was reported to have progressed as planned, although no con-
tact had besn made with the anamy.

The First Special Service Ferce reported objestive teken at fogd 4
Januery, pushed NCORTH, and at 223}3’ seized Till 47, surported by firs fron
the 3¢cond Battalion 1424 Infantry. The Sacond Dattelion wes ordered to
ratrol wigorously te the YORTHWEST that dey and the following day, mseking
it mppeer that movement was plammed in thet direction; the first pstrol of
one {1) squed from Company "i" left the company ares st 21fF, crocseded
along the strean et the WOUTEI4ST base of MT SAIWCI0, and returzed short~
ly after midnisht., Uo ehemy was encountered.

At ﬁ?ﬂfﬁ 5 Januery Company "G sent another patrol to follow the sexme
route of thy previcus patrel with the mlssion of deceiving the enemy.

Iin the meantime th2 Firat Rattelion 135th Infantry pushed forward
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SOUTH of 5AY TITIORE and the Third Zettalion 1424 Infantry rendersd ef-
fectiva supvort in the advarce of the 13B8&h Infantry on KT CATAIL with
mortar firs on GIUSTA, KCETY of 3AT VITTORE, inflicting an estimated “if-
teen (15} Germen dead or wounded.

At 1155 Compeny "3" 1423 Infaniry was ordered to occupy positions
taken by the First Specis} Ssrvice Force en Eill 67, and B311 71f, and ons
(1) plateon of Company "G" to occupy Zill 61F, the relief to be ascemplished
prior to darkness, Cne prlotecn of Company "3 was ordersd back to the for-
wgrd slope of Hill 687 4o provide defense in dapth.

Infoarmation was roceived from II Corps, for plomming purposes, that
+he Commanding General planned to permit the relief of troocps of the I424
RCT (not to exosed ous 3attalion) in the vicimity of IMElls 687 and T3¢ on
or about January 8 or 7, ox II Corps order.

2;355 6 January brought the long awaited order for the Third Batial-
sonts withdrawsl during the night from 732l 73¢ $o ths rest and fraining
ereéa in the vieinity of ALIFE.

7 Januery st 1615 orders were received for the Sccond Mettalion's
vithdrawel during the night, snd the lst Zattalion to wacate pesitiens
prior to 12f¢ 8 January.

At 1035 B January the zniire Regiment had cloged irto the rest and
training ares in the vicinity of ALIFE.

The first thres days after the liegimont's arrival in the _LITZ aresn
were devoied to the estebiisiment and improvement of bivousc areas, end
the proesssing of all %roons through the Fifth srmy Sterilizotion umt
whare afficers end men rzceived Lot showers snd s complete lssue ol clsan
clothizng.

A six {6) day training schedule beginning 12 January wes prescribed
to reesteblish e high standard of physicpl condition and te provide Ffurther
fraining in meoeuverirnp in extremely reugh and mountainous terrain in dark-
ness, This fraining included net only physical fitness traiming and night
problems, but also small arms and weapons firinc to perfact the combat ef-
ficiengy of the comrmand, .

The trai=irg period was concluded with two davs of river crossing
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training, termineted by an actuel night nroblam, in preveration for future
ovarati ns iz the RAFIDD RIVER secter.

An extensiva recreation presTam was plammed for the battle weary trooos
during their short rest period. lovirg pictures were shown nightly ir the
Sattalien sreas -- the Dad Cross serviced the Pecinent with doughuuts, coffes
ard entertairment -~ ond recreationnl trips to ths historic towm of JASERTA
were rrovided. Highlights in the entertairment field, provided by the Speoe
iel Service, were the appearance of Fumphrey Togert and hls rroup of enter=-
tainers, and the Filth Army Swing Band.

On 12 January thz Commandin- Feneral, 38th Infentry Bivision, in an im-
pressiwe ceremony, presented the mward of ths Silver Star to Serzeant CRARLES
We AFLSTROXZ, 35164801, of Macon, Georris, Company "I, 142d Infentry, for
lis rallant sction during the SiLi¥MC operation; Corporal CHARLSS L, WADDELL,
20804844, of Dallin~er, Toxas, Compauy "C", 1424 infantry; Private First
Jlase SUARLLS A. COLLIY, 35259828, of Logansport, Indlena, Compeny YEY, 1424
Infantry, and Private First Class LARENCE T. DOUZLAS, 33233480, of Ferris-
barg, Pennsylwania, Mediral Jotashmont, 142d Infantry, for rallaniry in ace
tien durings the month of Jecember in the LT LTG0 and MT KASGIORE sectors as
got fo th ir the record of gparations of +the Reximent for that month.

This period was also marked with the sr-ival of twe hundred fiftyesix
{288) ﬂnlisted replacements; ons hundred {(1¢F) on & January snd one hundred
fifty-six (156) on 14 January {raport of qualifications ati:ached) These
replecemsrts, together with all other replacements receised since 15 Yovemw
her 1943, were f'ivan twelve (12) hours separate instruction in Sesic Bettle
orill and a brief course in Merack end thump" in addition to ths presecribed
treining, fTwenty-five {25) offizer raplacements algo joined the Pes‘i mont
after having just completed a two weeks Satile Training Course conducted by
ariz, Gen, SAlbur, Assistent Divizion Commender. These offiners were greeted
by the Rezimental Commendsr, aszigned, and participated ir training with their
respective units conducted durine this period.

On 16 January, the 1424 RCT wes again committed as I Corps regerve,
Movement +r an assembly arsa in the vicinity of IIITVAN0 was accomplished ad
1345, 18 Jamuary, with tha Rejimentsl Jormend Pest estedliskad at the base
of if LN in positior veecmted by the 1434 Rerimental Combaet Teasm.

on 19 January the First Tattalion, 1424 BnT was ordered to move from
its assembly area at 180 tie “ollcsing dav and vrecssd to assembly ersa

”"...--fDEcussmen -
r. 5200.9, Sept. 27, 1958
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SAST of LT HLUCCIIO0, in 36%L Division reserwa., I not committed by 38th
Division, the Iattalion wwouli revert to 1424 RCT contrel. The 3econd and
Third 3attelions wore ordarad o move the night of 2127 Januery to an
assenbly ares 2A3T of KT TROCCEIO; the 3econd Batinlion mowement bagimning
at 180 and ths Third Battalion at 153% 21 January.

Thres: plans of atiack based on ths premise of successful crossing of
the RAFIDO RIVIR ty the 14lst and 1434 Infantry Regiments were isgued Ep'
Jaruery. Plans of Atteck as follows:

Plan "A" - Attachk and eapture CASSINO. rTihe Repimen% to pass through the
36th Division hridpeheasd JNORTH of SAN ANGELO, two Ssttallony strsagt; First
Battalion on laft, Third Dattalion on right; Second Dettalion following cen-
ter at oight lhundred (8fF) yards. Pirst 3asttalicn to seize W11 594 YWRTH-
WEST of CASSINO and protzet lelt of Regimanit, Third Zattalion to sgelze Fill
367 and attack CASSIND from the WiST. Gscend Sattalion, less ons (1) rifle
company, to attach CARIILE {rom the ITETH. The one (1) rifle conpany of the
gecond Zettalivn to ba pluced ir alle-around déefauss in Arsa "D" {stramm cross-
ing or Tiplway 6, one and one-hall {1 1/2) miles SOUTS7EST of CASSINC). The
AntieTems Combany to esteblics allearcund Ye~™ la'snce from positions in Ares
%, and the Canmo:n Jompany to randar artillery swrrort alse from thet ares.

Flen "BE™ = Atteck and cepture FIoDIFGITZ. 7The Regimsnt to pass ilhrough
the 35%h 2ivisicu ridgeased IINTY o SAN ANGEIO; the Pirst Zattallon leading;
the Tihire Zattalion echelonsd six hundred (£ZF) verds +o ths -i =t and six
hundred yards to the reer, snd the Socond Sattalicn echelensd six hundred (6Pd)
verds to the 120t snd six hundrad {C)Z:C’f) yards to the resr of the First Zate-
talion. The Firsi Sattalien to adwvance and selze H311 546 LCRTIVESD of
FIEDILONUTE and the heights IIGRTY of FIZDILOTTZ simultensouslys The Third Bat-
+elion seite FIJDILCKTE, with the Secon? Zattelion to organize defenses on the
S0UTIIENY slopes of Hill 546 WaST of FIZDL CHWTE. The Amli-Tauk Company to
follow the First DBattellon in inforval betwsen the Socond mnd Third Bettalions
preparad to meet tenl avtack enrouta; tlree platoons positioned ir the Second
Sattalion ares while ons platoor advanced to PIEDIVONTZ prepered for tank
gttack from the SOUTE and WEST. The Cmumon Sompeny to follow the pnti-Tan:
gomwmny in support of the attack of both the First and Tlir? lattalions.

Flan W37 - Attack and capture AQUIHQ. The Regirent to pess through the
38+ Division oridpciwad WOLTX o 540 L3I0 with the First aend Third Zaettels
iors areast == First Dattalion on the rirht and the Jecond Sattolion to
follow the fhird Zettelion st six hundred (C?’,ﬁ) vards, The First Tattalion
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to ssize the S0UTHIRY Lalf of aMIi0 with the Third 3attalien accupving the
UCETHAN half, while the Secoud Dattalion orrpenized defanses in vieini+y of
T S ECRIO, SOUTH of @zhway 6. Th2 Cennon Company, l2ss two platoons, ad-
vanze batwesn the Fsecond and Thrid Zattelions in support by direct fire on
tergets GORTH ead EAST of AQUIND. IRz Anti-Tank Comnany sdvance betwzan the
First and Third Gattalions precered for tank ‘attack from the YORTE, WEST and
S0UTE; during the attack on AQUIND, defend ezairst tenk atteck from 30UTH
end ZAST,

In ths event ol the First Zettalion's withdrewsl from the Resiment, upoan
cermittal by the 36th Divisicn, the Second Battelion would assums 1ts mission.

The anti-Tank Qempmny zlosed into its new assemblv ares 3C7THEIAST of
LT T0C:E0 et 1138 2,?{ January, anl the Gannan Company at 1145, The new Peri-
mental Cormand Fost was esztnblished at the Z4STERY base of MT POROFIA at
1545, and st 222f the First Sattalion had zlosed into its new asseribly area
S0UTHEBASY of »T ZOeCrFIO,

TS

The 35th Division ordsred that there wonld ke mo firing of any type of
woapons on AZUZY LOQUTIZASSIN0, atop the 15}5;?! foot heizhi overleakirny the
enacy held CAS3ILKD. Althourh it was well established that the enemy was
using tho Atrbey for an observation post, the Allisd Foroces were faced with
the necsssity of pregerving this histoviesnl religious monument and its des-
truection would not bs ordered unless owr lorees were unnecessarily izperiled,

3attalion, 1424 2T, occuplsd iis new assenmbly ares S0TTHIZAST
at 2215, and ths Second Fattelion at 2334, ;2 January 1843,

The Cernon Company closed irnto its essembly arsa SOTTHIAST of I'T TEOC-
ZIOC at P115 22 Jenuary, followed by the Anti-Tank Company at F3gd,

At 2315 the Repimental Cormionder returned from e confarence hald by the
35th Division Commaender, whare, iue to the unsucecessful cttempis of the
1415t BT and the 1434 o7 to establish e brid-shead in the RAFIND RITER
sactor, plans of attack previonsly cited using that route of approach had
beep cancelled. Orders were issued by the Division fommendir - Jeneral for
the 1424 Infentry to elfeect the tridzshead, but were cancellzd vrior to sx-
acution,

0ffsettins the discourating setbecks in the foresolns oparations, the
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surrrising news wae received o the uncoposod amphitious landing at
UATTINC, thirty=-five (35) miles 30UTH of ROVME, by the imerican 3d Division
end the oritish lst Divisicn. This nows wse ‘received with much rejeicing
and speculation as to the Importencs and suoccess of this and future oper-
ations.

Two pletoons of Company "C" cceupled positlons in the 141st ROT sector
at @P15 23 Jenuaery with the mission of patrolling bridge sites to prevent
wining hv the enemy. Cpposition of the enemy continusd unebatsd and the
141st TLCT encountered withering small erms and mortar fire onm both sides
of the river.

On 24 Januery, the 142d RCT azain reverted to II Corps control, to
be in reserve initially. Iowever, 1t would still be available to the 36%h
Divieion for petrols and demonstrations and be propared to take over tha
missicn of the 141lst RCT on ordar.

Shortly after midmicht the 36th Mvision ~2 informed the Reglmental
Commander that the II Corps expented a counterattack that night, probably
in the 34th Division sector ICRTH of CASSINO, Although the 34th Divlslon
atteck was launched as plenned, & mine fleld four thousand (4,@7F) verds
in lenpth and Torty (2f) to fifty (5§) yerds in depth was encountsred, and
its advance was halted,

The First Bettalion, 142d RCT was attached to the 14lst RCT on the
o5th of Jenuery, with one (1) company to ocoupy strone points at the K¥ORTH-
WEST bame of LT TROCCHIO and the balanos of the 3attalion to ccecupy posi-
tioms on ths NORTHERN and NORTTWESTERYN nlopes of the mounteln, Tae two (2)
platocis proviously sent owt to patrel ridge sites in tho lalst RCT sector
ware withdrawn to join the First Bettalion,

Leanwhile elements of the 133d Infantry had successfully esteblished
a tridgehead FORTH of CASSIHC.

At 1415 the Rogimentael Commendsr was notified by the Commanding General,
36th Division, that the 1424 ICT was attached to the 34th Division immed-
iately, snd Colonel LYMNCE end his staflf procesded to the 34th Division Com-
mend Post for orders. 4t 15}?5525 Colonel LYNCH issued orders to the Zettelion
Cormanders snd thair staffs for movement that night, under cover of dark-
ness to mssembly areas in the vielnity of 3AM ELIA.

L e TR
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At )Zf545 7 Januery, the Resimantal Commend Fost was established in
Sal¥ ELY4, with 2rig. Sen. ECTLIR, Assistant Division Commander of +ths 34th
Division, slso establishing his headguarters at thet locetion.

The following dey, 28 Jenuary, was davot:e:i to coordination with the
34th Diviglon on plens of sttack and establishing the mission of the 1424
RGT.

At #53F 29 January, the Sccond Battalion had arrived and established
its assembly area on 111 382, NORTHIEST of SAN ELIA, which was consoli-
dated into a defensive position later in the day in support of the French
ir their advance toward Zill 915, 4t 141¢, ona (1) platoon of Campany "E"
was ssnt to reinforce the Fremch Forces, and at lsﬁ’rfthe selzure of E111
862 by these Forces was reporied.

The First Battalion cleosed into i+4s assembly area on ELll 382 at
#1380 3¢ Jenuery.

At ﬁf845 the 3econd Battalion was ordered to attack 1311 862, The atw
tack was launched at #53%, as plamned, hut the sdvence was imneded by o
stubbornly resisting enemy.

The 168th Infantry was reported atop rill 213 at @915 and wera mop-
ping up, end at 1137 its sucesssful occupation of CAIRD was also reported.

At 1354, tho First 3attalien, 1424 R07, was ordered to move one {1}
company te the reverse slopes ol H{Il 7#E to support the French in the
event of a counterattack; one (1) platoon of that company to relieve the
platoon of the Second Zattalion now on {ha hill. The Feavwy Jeapons Come
pany of the First Battalion was ettached o the French in their attaeck on
1A CAPPSILA HILL.

The last day of this eveniful menth found Company "C® in sucesssful
cceupation of Hill 72,95, accomplisiing the capture of twunty-nine (2%)
Garmens situsted on this height; and the Second Battalion continuing its
advance towsrd MASS MANNA (Hill £62) over pracipi“ous terrsin and sgeinst
uncompranising opposition, Tils day also found the Pifth Army Forces oe-
cupving ventage points virtielly swrowading the covetad CASSINC, +he Jer-
mans last strongheld gusrding ROKE, cutting off their routes of supply and
sscapa and assuring its ultinate selzura.
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Casuslties in the 141st 50T and the 1438 RCT dwring the unsuccessSul

operaticns in the RAPIDO RIVER sector had been tramendous, and the 1424
Infentry which had teen more fortunate was called upon to furnish experi-
enced Rifle Company persennel tc sicff these .daplsted organizations. One
{1) officer (rom each Rifle Company, and ons (1) Platoon Ser geent from ssch
Rifle Flatoon, togpethor with twe (2) officers from each Battahon Haad-
quarters with stefl capabilities, were designated to replace thess vital
vacancies. (n 26 January four (4) of these offigers wers assigned snd
joluned the 145d Infantry, and elsven (11} were assizned and joined the 14lst
InTeatry. 7The vacancles rasa"tin(; in this transfer of officer personnel in
the 1424 Inlantry at this erucial time were partially replasced by the ar-
rival of ten (10} of f.]»{.!.f!" replucesents who wore assiened and joined ths
Regiment 28 Jenuary. On 3% Jemvary eichteen (18) of the Rifle Platoon Ser=-
geants were assirned znd joined sach of +the stricken kepimanta,

A ps.r“'la'l supply n? wigntor clothing was issued to the Eegiment on 25
January, copsisting of the Farka {reverslbla hooded coet) conplate with
pile liner, heavy wool stockings, mulfler, mittens, kerasy lined troussrs
and swaater. Dus to th2 added weight and bull of +the Parke which had been
develonsd to mest Alasken westher conditions, its use was noi sprlicable
for Infectry use in ITALY. Thz gweater end muffler ware issued to the
Rifle aattalions, gupnly being :.n:mi‘!‘u:1 ont for complete Rarcimantsl iis-
tributicn, ond the mittzns {1,000 nair) wers issued to speci sl persomnsl
in ifle Sattalionse The pils lined Parka, torether with ths kersey lined
trousers wore issued fo Jorpanies ot Inm Rifle Zatbplicns to reglace come-
bet suits which were withdrawn from those Crmpanies end issuzed to RIfle
Settelions. The heavy wosl sosrs -wers not Lasusd dus o thelr bullkdsess
wakinr it imposeible for them to be worn with the normal

o (=), 1424 1 Teatry
Author
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HEADQUARTERS, 142D INFANTRY
APO # 36, Us 5. ARMY

, 11 March 1944
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SUBJECT: Operations in Italy, February 1944,

0 t Comeanding General
36th Infantry Division
APO # 56, U. B. Army

Transmitted herewlth Historloal Record - Operations ixn Jtaly - for
the month of February 1944.
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EEADQUARTERS, 142D INFANIRY
APO # 36, U, S, SRMY

10 ¥arch 1944

.
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SUBJBCT: Regimentsl Commander?e Comnents on Operations, 1423 Infaniry,
Pebruary 1944, :

0 ¢ Ths ccmmandi‘ng General
86th Infantry bivision
APO # %6, U. 8. Army

Ths regimental move Ffrom ths TERELLRE seoctor to the MT CABYELLONE ares
wes oomplicated and difficult, The First Battalion left MT BELVEDERE dure
ing daeylight end after a half mile move across cowntry, becmue igvelved in
e fire fight with Germans on the EAST slopes of MT CAIRO. In gocordance
-with hle mission, the Battalion Commanding Officer attempted to wipe out
this reaigtance, using ons (1) rifle ocompany. The rasistance praved too

- strong, so again, in acocordance with his mission the Battalion Commanding
Officer bypassed the resistance snd continued toward MT CASTELIONE. During
ths day, Regimental Command Post recelved word that s battalion of 135th
Infentry had succesded in seiping MT CASTELIONE egeinst quite light resist-
snoe, snd for ope (1) battalion, 1424 Infantry to relisve that Battalion
aud hold MT CASTELLOMNE. The Pirst Battalion, 1424 Infantry carried out
those orders. .

Hegntime, Becond Battalion continusd ite hard fight on MASS MANNA.
In & night atteck, it reached its final objectives, the peaks of Hille 862
and 875, but, with epproaching daylight, diminishing asmunition and mo time
for the organizetion of the very bere positlons, it withdrew to the bazes
of thege hille, to continue the ettack the next night, The Hattelion durs
ing the day was ocontimuwously engaged from both flarks and fromt. The right
f1lank wae of particular nuisancs bscause, while hostile fire was being re-
oselved from it, it was impossible to houtralirze the fire as the French
Algerian troopa were scattered throughout the area. The Prench troops
ssized ground rapidly, paitrolled bwldly and extensively and loat the wams
ground with egual fasility. Their socmmandsrs themselves seldom lnsw whare
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their nstive troops actually were, and tha troops wers so weakensd by losses,
that their tenure of ground was never reliable, ¥or this reason, troops of
the 1424 Infentry Hesorve were constantly in position 4o maset a German breake
through on the French front, The TERELLE road was the boundary. Incidextally
the Fremoh Infantry pay ™ abtention to boundaries sbd, in working with Fremoh
Arab troops, it is necessary to besoms sooustomsd to ﬂnding tham to the
front, rear and flanks of the poai“hiun at any time and without prior warning.
o cluhol reaaultsd howsver,

only ons (1) officer in ths 1424 Houdqmrherl spoke m limited amount
of French, so that llaison with ths French was tenwus, Lisison betwosn the
higher headguarters imvolved in the opsretion was well provided for with of=
ficer personuesl gualifisd in the languages, but in the scheluns whare the
lisison wes really important and where instant understanding of the mubual
cperations was sssentinl, the matter of the proviasion of liaimen psracnnel
wes left to chanoe or for the wmita concernsd to work out their own soiva~
tion, whioh they did.

- During this phase of the operation a German Battalion A4
Btation with rif'tun fIS) wounded and fourtesn (14) sound enemy was sape
tured by 1424 Infantry. The penetration of the ensmy's positiona to the
depth whore Battallon Ald Stations are looated was an indisation that here
the Germans were taken by surprias and that a possibility existed for a
good suocess if the direction of the effort had been maintained and rein-
foroed. The circumstance of this ocspture was reported to the Asaistent
Division Commander, %4th Division,

8inoe MT CASTELLONE was now oocupled by the Pirst Battalion, 1424
Infentry, snd that feature had been our principal objective, I suggested to
Gonsral Butler that, COLLE 8, LUCIA and MT COR¥D, both promoptories of NT
CAIRO, and to my mind necqssary ground in ths radustion of the CASSIKO Cornmer,
be given the Regiment as obJectives when we could disengage oursslves from
MASS MANNA. Gensral Butler resceived the approwal of II Corps Commanding
Gemsral on this mission, Third Battalion (lsss Company "E™) was aent to
seige COLLE B. LUCIA st 1530 2 Psbrusry, following a NORTH-SOUTHE route along
the lowsr alopes of WT CAIRO. This Battelion, with s new commander, mst
some resistance en route, heceme discrgenized, reorganized and stopped ab
0500 3 February in a position halfway to its objeotiwe, There it did nothe
ing for about thirteen (15) hours and becauss of the commmnder's deficiencies,
no effort was made to oarry out the misaion, The mission was hazardous snd
its susoess depended on Gearman resotion on MT CAIRO and on ths Buabtalion
Commander's drive and initiative. The Battalion apparently pemstrated the
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German posltions on KT CATRO with surpriss to both itself and the Gormann,

The opportunity existed for a further penstration, but was not seized, After
reorganization, two (2) separate German muls trains passed within aesault
distance of the Battalion, but were not molested. These ware trains supplyw
ing the troops which were opposing the Becond Battalion, 1424 Infantry. Thelr
interoeption by the Third Battsllon, 1424 Infentry would have lessened the
enamy!a effectiveness on MASS MANNA. The ohance, howsver, wms passed. The
Third Battalion during this phase, was of little use to iteelf or to the
Allied effort. A positive comuander could have reaped many dividends, This
instance, smong others, confirms my opinlor that, in s Battalion Comuanding
Officer, the qualities of determinstion, endurence, initiative and aggressive-
ness &re of grester importance than the many others whish are desirsble in
this commander. Intelligence, educetion, and military kmowledgs are seconde
ary in compariszon. Battalion (ommanders should be melected for the first
gualities I have listed, then, the other qualities should be dsvelopsd to

the fullest capsbility of the individual.

This Battalion was finally reccvered and played a reservs role
throughout the remainder of the month, 4 now commander was selscted, who
should give the Battmlion a better opportunity to prove its merit.

Hurried orders from Brig. Gen. Bubler, 34th Diviaion, releassd the
1424 Combat Team from the French sector (sxcept Becond Battslion plus Company
“E® which wore to remain), and assigned us the mission of seiring MT CORNO
the next day. These orders whre recsived at 1250, 3 Fabruary, to be sxecuted
ut the sarliest hour practicsble 4 Fobruary. 411 Regimental troops being in
position or #n route, the Regimentel Command Post mowsd on foot to ET
CASTELLONE, the forward slements arriving a coupls of hundred yards from the
sumit et derk § February. Reconnsissance at daybreak the nsxt day, was
planned, with the intention of attmelkdng at 1100 the same dey. I felt that
tho mission was beyond the capabllities of the forees I had availabls, but
made no comssnt, since ths ordering euthority must have arrived at ite own
ostimate and depided it practicable and mince previcus gugpgestions mnd eomw
menta had besn receilved by Gepsral Bubtler as being efforts on the regimentts
part to svold or slight hasardous duty. Thie sttack was censelled during
the pight, on word from Geners) Butler in the name of the Commanding Gensral,
34th Divigion, The next seven (7) days wore wneventfully spent in improving
positions and the regimant reverted to 36th Division.

Amother attack on KT CORID wes callad for by the Commanding Gensral,
8$6th Division. BSince the whole repiment was availabls for the miasion, I
folt it would succesd, provided C.E.F. sttacked simultansously the lower
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slopes of MT CATRO whioh dominated our objective from the EORTH. The Com~
panding Genoral, 36th Division was arranging this ocordinstion when thia
atteok was onnoelled,

On 11 February the hastily organized ‘attack on Hill 468 in cone
Junction with the 14lst Infantry abteck on E111 895 jumped off at 1100,
The 1424 Infantry attack progreased to the objective (one (1) Battalion in
assault, one {1} in Regerve) but the objestive was not physically selsedwm
it was neutralirsd from two (2) sides by our organired fires from distences
of twmo hundred (200) to six hmmdrsd (600) yards, .

The mission 4o seize Eill 468, I felt was a faulty one ani dus %o
an Improper appreciation of the situstion in the Hi1l 693 ares. Conversation
with the Coxmanding Officer, 168th Infantry who hai bean Pighting on Rill
593 brought out that his efforts had besn continually hmmpered by fires and
small ooumnterattscks from the WEST. He asoribed the sourse of thia harass-
ment to e terrain feature labeled 468, He had apparently persuaded highsr
hsadquarters that "Hill" 468 must be taken to relleve pressure from Hill
595. Aotually, “HIII" 468, was not s hill ot sll, I% was o oultivated opexn
platesn with HI1l 593 on the BAST and HAll 576 on the WEST, Both 558 andi
575 dominated 468, ELll 575 was a strongly ocoupled Gsrman position, HiIl
E95 was sharsd by 168th Infantry and the Germans, with the Germans bolding
the 30UTH and WEST parts of 1t, I believe the Gsrman harassmsnt had besn
coming from Hill 676 and was being delivered through the German hald part
of Hill 595. My estimate was, thst, no foroe gould hold or seigs 488 (an
open plateau) without holding or seizing Hill 575, Hinas I did not havs
sufficient troops (two (2}, two hundred aml twenty (220} man Battalions) to
solze Hill 67, reportedly cooupled by one or two German Battalions, my
plan was to seize the dafensibls EAST anid MORTH flanks of 468, organise
tham and neutralise 468 by olose Infamtry fires. This plan was carried out,
An effart wea made to aelre s walled-in house centered on 488 bdub wes wnw
suwooessful since 1t waa defensively sivong and would reguirs brsashing for
sntranse, Howsver, the Germans in this house were inoapable of any actionm
with our fires crossing the areas suwrrounding it, ~While it was essurs de~
fensively it was alac a trap. Germans sbtempting to enter or leavs wers
killed by our troops.

Sinoe the Becond Battallon, 1424 Infantry had cooupled positions on
the lowsr WBST slopea of 585, about two hundred (200) ywrds from the house
mentloned above and had done so with considerabls surprise and damage to
the ensmy (alsc sustaining serious losases itself}, I estimated thet the
deadlook on Eill 583 sould bs broken by having my reserve bettalion pmss
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through Becond Battalion and etfack BEill 593 from the German rear snd flenk,
while 141st Inlentry continued to oengage the Germans from the fromt, This
plan met with epprovel of Commanding General, 36th Divislon and was prepared
to be exscuted, but was cancelled sinoe my ressrve Battalion constituted the
only reserves in that sestor and there were indications of a pending Germen
oounterattack. I believe the mansuver would have boen sucasazful.

The waather for the attack om Hill 488 had been succsssively rainy,
anowy, Foggy and colds Battalion and Compary Camanderts recomnsissance
prior to atiack was defeated by no visiblility, consequently the attack wes
mpde withoute Considerable troop movement in this weather in regrouping
for the gtteck the day prior, left the troops wet and missrable., YNeverthew
less, they attscked after a wet sleepless night, with surprising vigor.

141s% Infantry supply broks down prior to the attack, sc 1424 Infantry

Sw4 supplied l4lst Infantry with emmumition with whieh to launch its attaske

" This nearly Jeopardirzed 1424 Infentrysown later supply, as it had been nec-
easery to have the 142d Infantry mule trein do two (zg complete round tripa
the night before the attack and this extra exhaustion, caused a nunber of
mule and man caesupities, and left the remainder in poor shape for their
psxt nightly haul. This clrounstsnce hed been antioipated, but ths ldlet
Infantry was meking the 36th Division main efford and it had 4o have the
supplies, I d4id not inguire as to the reasons for the failure of suppuu
to 14lst Infantry the night before the attaock.

The February 12 stteck of the (ermens egeinst First Babtulion, 1424
Infantry (then under command 143rd Infentry) is covered in detall in the
month's history, Thres factors were responsible for the guccessful defense
of the mountain.

1. Determination of offioers end men to hold the mowmtein,

2, 'The purpessful presspce of plentiful smunition om the position
and et the gune and fighting holes,

S. A satisfactory fire aund dofense plans

A pirong oriticims is, that in usuel American style, sincs the impetus was
always forward, no artificial defensse had been erected. XNo wire, no minass,
no obstacles and precious little improvement of individual shelters had
beon mocomplished during the twelve (12} day ocoupeucy of the position,
9his, I belleve, iz common with U.8. Troops and must be overcome. Defanses
must start immediately with cooupasncy, and improvement must continue until
the position ia abandoned.
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OPUAATICNS IF IUTALY, FRERUARY, 1944

Februery was e month of hard uphill'fighting and gquick
sctlon for the 142nd Infantry. Two offensive sctions and the
staving off of & strong German attaclt highlighted the month's
operations., The scene shifted rapldly. The regiment fought
on four sectors 1in the space of twelve days. The enemy resisted
stubbornly. His artillery, morter, and machine gun fire were
the heaviest we had yet experionced. 'The weather for the most
part was free from raln but it was cold and the frost lingered
in the mornings. Supply was difficult and taxing: All forwerd
elements had to be serviced by mule train. Battle casualtles
wore heevy. Ledics and litter bearers were at a premium., Many
brave men were lost and in the end with strength well spmnt our
ection was limlted to 2 holdlng operation until a rellef was
effected by French units on the night of 25-26 February.

It willl be well to follow thls narrstive with a map at
hand. leps used ere: G3G5 ITALY 1:50,000, Sheets 160-I, 160-1I,
and ITALY 1:25,000 (a copy of a captured Geruen nap) sheets
160-1 3.W., 160-I S5.E., and 160-I1 NW.

The first day of PFebruary found us in the midst of heavy
fighting In what we shall cell the TrRRLLE sector of ths south-
ern Fifth Aray front. Cur endeavor was %o wlden the sallent
made by the French in crossing the RRPIDO RIVEH line north of
CASSINO, and to continue this flanklng iovement to turn the
German defenses at that strong noint. Previcus attempts to
¢ross the RAFIDC south of CaS53IN0 into the broad LIRI VALLEY
had felled and been costly. CAS3IKO itself, situated at the
base of the naas of mounteins leading up to 5,000 foot kT. CAIRO
was well fortifled snd was the central barrier on the German
held GUSTAV line, a line of defenses which ran generally along
the RAPIDC RIVER through CAS3SINO and south alonp the GARI and
GABIGLIANG HIVERS.

In the sdvance on CASSING durlng January while Auwmerlcan
forces had taken }T. TRCGSCHIC, French troops to the north had
awept scross difficult amocunteln country to talte ACRUAFCHNDATA,
VALLnACTCHDA, and In the valley 3. ELIA, four miles to the
north of CASSIKG on the HAFIDU. TFrom there they had pushed on
across the river and geined the heights of C. BiLVEDZRE (G855277).
At apout the samie ti.16 clewents of the 54th Division had forced
thelr way to the nose of C. LAJULA [G850248) so that the allles
hed succeeded in gettin: their first hold on the mountalns back
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It was, then, to contlnue this flanking action that the
ildig2nd Infontry hepluent wos, on the 25-26th January suddenly
switchea froa positlons nesr v, WALCSHIG, ploced under control
of the S4ti: Division, sud wmoved by & long cireuitous route to
the vicinlty of 5. ZLIA to launch an attack in the direction of
TEReLLLE along side the French, then to swing south and seizes
LT, CASTULLOIE.

In our first attempt to cross the valley to asseubly pos-
itions in whal was supgosedly French territory, and with the
aid of I'rench guides, on the night of 28-27th Jenuary cur 5rd
Battellion met unexpected enemy fire and our 3rd Battaiion come-
mander, hkajor Wells, was killed. The Battalicn execubtive of-
ficer, Osptain Brown, was wounded. fhe 3rd Sattalion withdrow
and plans Tor the attacl wers redrawn.

It must be realized that from vantage points on LiT. CAIRC
and its lower slopes, which was to the west and to the front,
and Iron nife-edzed LT, CIFALCO (GB75300) to the north and to
the flank, and from other snow-cepped helights to the northeast
virtuelly to the rear, the eneny was looklng down on all ocur
movemnents and constently firing effectively with observed artil-
Yery fire. Our routez of susply and communication like the rosd
leading dovmn into 3. ELI4 from the acuntains behind it or sacross
the valley from the village of CAIRC to CHEAVARC and Hwy & were
uncosforfably 1n plaln view and at meny points were reglstered-
in targets which the enemy at intervela harassed. Eneny artil-
lery and nebelwerfer fire was most frequent from gun positions
near PIEDELCLTE (G792224), VILLA 3. LUCIA (GBl0OR234}), TERZLLE
(GB15277), and BELLGUIE-CASTELLO (GB42305), but as has been
poelnted out, his observers were on the high ground still in his
possession, Certainly it smst have been that his smwminition
supply was limlted or we could not have opersted as openly as
we did,

On the nlght of 2B=-23th January our 2nd Batislion succesded
in getting to assenbly positlions on HILL 382 (GBS7273). The
1st Battalion Tollowed the night of 29-30th January and the 3rd
Battalion on the night of 30-3Llst January while the 2nd Rattalion
aoved into positions eround to the left of HILL 700 (G8342270).
The French were on LILL 700 (3842270). HILLS 720 {G839275) end
771 (GBAa3276) haed changed hends seversl times and at the last
vere in enexny possesasion.
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Jith the Frencedl glons the rood to Tudillll reporited to lLe
nolding & line taroush LILLS 700 (3642271) and 771 (8B43276),
the plon for ocur advence vwas:

ond mattalion initlally to sccure LILL 882 (1ASS LAITA -
GB2BE7G ).

1lst Battelion to follow benind and upon thne 2nd Dattelion
resching IILL &62, %o turn south slong slopes of HILL 862 and
of i, CAIRU and to proceed on to teite Iy, GASVLLLLKHS (0B29243)
(slso referred to as HILL 771 as on 1:125,000 map).

3rd battelion to follow the 2nd ang lst Lattellons, to
relieve the 2nd Hattallon on (1ILL BSE, Upon this rellefl the
2nd Battalion wes alsc to move south te teke GULLI 5. LUGZa
(GB820248, also referred to as EILL 720 es on 1:25,000 uap).

General Futler, Assistant Division Commander, 34th Division
was in commend in this sector and wes to coordinaste the advence
with novessents of D4th Divisicn eleuents In vicinity of village
of CAIRC and with the French on our rilsht.

Ey the morning of the lst Februsry the 2ndé Tattellon was
on HILL 8562, 1its initlel objective. Since the sttack had Jumped
of f 1t had had te [ight 1ts wey slong the TankLlLi roed and aver
HILL 720 (6838275) with C company abreast and the French on C
company's rizht. The French hed had to reteke HILL 771 (GB829243)
then noved on Lo take CCLLI ARATSE, LILL 815 (G835283). But the
French were very imuch weslkened in strenpth elfter thelr long
geries of advences end their devleied forces were subject to
counter-ntisck and unstesdiness. ihe 2nd Battalion hed met stiff
pesistence. gnemy artillery waos gqulte active but casuslties from
machine pun and swell eras fire werc unusually high. The bet-
tplion had nade pood progress, Over a nundred prlsoners were
captured, zven a GJermen ald statlon with the wounded 8till there
was taken. cnemy engineer supolies, box umines, cut lunber ready
for use in defensive posltions, were found in stoclz piies. It
looked like we had broken through where the eneny had only hastily
prepered positions. Fut there were yet hills shesd, bare-Tuced,
rocky, and Germens to delend then.

The rozd to TiRsLLz climbs up the mountaln from the village
of CAIRC (3849248) on the velley floor in 2 series of eipght halr-
oin turns. ©Cn Hop 1t follows the contour line with a steep drop
on tre left for a way end then zoes to & deed end in TERLLL.

It is a yood rosd. It was of tpeticel importence to get tanis
ané eruor up it as soon as possible end it wos desired to use 1t
ss 2 voute of supply end evacuetion. A% first the retions, aa-
unition, etc. were ell brought up by mule train on,the'qnlyp
route open, the trail leading up on ¢, DALUIOBAL over HILL 3BEZ.
Jhe wounded were littered down this samme long waj.
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pennvnile the ©od settolicn hweld on LA3H LALA was to
be strenctoened, o the ni Gt of £-5 Febracr, ¢ and T
co‘gfnieu cttaeled SILL 05 (1:23,000 aap - (“”26273) and
tae knoll southeast of it. Jshese objectives were pelned
but fierce -nacihine jun end oortar fire vlus approacaling cay-
light mede withdrewel nscessery Yefore tinc position could
Le orgtmized. Cascaltics in these two couponies wore
ncrt;cul rly necvy but positions werse held on thwe reverse
slopes of LILL &73. Coo T

1t wes about nuon of 5 Februsr, when Jenercl nutler
arrived at cur JF withx 2 new plen of action involving a
cnanae of asctor for our rsMment. Cur 2and Wattalion, plus
i compeny legs one platoon, wes to rencin in position on
MASS WALLA end would asslist the 168th Infentry, to whom
they were snttached, in an autuc“ on TaieLls., Colonel Lynch
woald aove his 0P to i, CASYCLLGIE end vith our 1lst and
Srd ottslions would ulan an atteclk on RILL Y20 (GEL17247)
from ull. GASTHLLOLo.

CGolonel Lymeh ordered & pletoon of K comuany to follow
tiie route of the Srd Battolion with instructions for ths
Srd pattalion to joln the st on . CABTHLLUIE.

in the ¢ Februsry, Genernl Lutler warned thot he hed
Inforaation thet verasns wers Ior.ing for & counter-atiack.
The attaclis on TILL 720 from L. CASTuLLiO0UE and on TuRIILE
were tc be postponed. e would pressre defensive vosltions
for uid. CASYZLLCLL,

i, CABUainGli is & berren hill thet rises evenly from
its base near the villege of CAIRC. It 1s deominated by li¥.
CCHIIG (GB0B8249) end L. CAIRUV yet it stends by itself as the
ey to commaend the brldzchesd estsablished Dy the Allies
norith of CASLIKCG, wialeh centered In the vilieope of CAILRO.
¥ron iil. CASYALLULE our artillery cobservers could look down
through the drew thet lcads nesr VILLA 8. LUCTIA to Geraan
held PIEDELCHTE and ILvy G.

A peried of weiting and expectancy followed during
4=10 Pebruary.  The drd Zatislion jolned the lst Battalion
in defensive positions on . CASIJLLONE. Cur atteck to
west we knev had onl. been poatponed. Durlng this tiae there
vere severcl chan;es, frequent shuffling of troozs and com-
mend setups. The 2nd Zettolion of the 135th Infantry was

B = ST T
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wiales rellel s reecoccliciied o) nnoen of the 2 Fobrasrv.
as tiae lst _ette 101 wisret ogdoges of v, CASLLLOUTw
froa the nordl, ene vy : Jdng osened ffiyve front the rpidee
(GeibE53) tonet lecds up te 4. UAZAL, but cur fire in returﬁ,
vith thet ol the 135%n indintr, on v, CASr.iilili, sceiterod
the veriwns ardt sent thenl Firins fariler up 0o mountalin.

B e N P

Uhet tals e proszenocwrpel of the flst Dattzlion aiounted
Lo wes o flank iove:ent ceross tho bvresdltn ol the eneny Irort
line.

Lajor Aalcit wos evecusted alter tie lst Zattellon weas
estepiisned on v, CASToLLUldL. ajor ..obley, elecubtive of-
ficer, tooll consand ¢f the battelion,

Cn the aorning of the 2 ‘eurawrd, ths Znd Zattellon on
LASS G ALLA-LILL 862 was ensapged by ene.y suell cras flre.
ey were due tc be relieved by the 3Bnd matieslion. The 3rd
soattelion on LILL 720 {(3858275) and LA CACELLA was to be
relieved by French uniis. Hecouse the i'rench were lste in
the reliel of the Srd Sattzllion snd the 2nd cattallon was
engened by fire, GDlORul Ivnch ordersd the Srd Sattellon to
talle ovey the alssion of the Znd Lattelion - fte feve south
ord gelse GULoLl 3. LoUla {UILi 720 - GBL7E47).

Their plan of agrel wvas to move south in twoe ecolunnsg
over the tweo trails lecdins alons ftioe slepes of . CAIRC.
ey :oved out st 100 and soon ran into trouble. AL 2100
an officer fresm L cowony returned end sald his company ned
been scettered by eney ocikine sun fire f¢ the front and
rear. A 11ltitle 1hter o battalion steifl officer rveturned end

anid thot the vwhole battalion wvas pinnes dovn and unsble to
sove because of the beldnsss of the nill end the bricht aocon-
light. Colonel Lyneh meve ki a plan te outumncuver the
enety. AL ORCO the pettelion coriender cclled Coleonel Lyneh
gnd spid twnet positions ziven by the botivelion stalfl officuir
werc in error. Colonel Lyneh then ordersd the 3rd Battalion
coanender to by-osess the resistance, to move soutnh toward
W, CASTULLOUL end to attaock ITTLL VECG (u 17247} after day-
lipnt, ALl comaunlestion with tie 3rd Zattalion then ceased
ond it wes not until the iorning oi The & February thet a
recxoning could be nads. '
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etteched to us, uwien the 145:d eid 1ilst Infoatrr Aesluents
cesuw Into this genernl creqs, he lévnd afentey reverted to
56th fivislon control. Cur End Satvtalion was relieved Irom
the positions on wASe wALLA in the Tud:ilLs sector, and moved
to rejlaental reserve only to be attached Lo the 34th Division
as division reserve on LILL 213 (4846241 - 1:25,000 map ).

An attenpt to oceupy HILL 720 (G817247). by gredual ine
filtration was bepun but wes discontinued vwhen a gensral ate
tack west to teke HILL 720 and i7f. QCHIC was »lanned for the
night of 10-11 February. HILL 706 (5528251 - 1:25,000 map)
was oceupied by L company on the- night of 8-9 February, re-
lleving one compeny of the 135th Infantry -

. . s

mnerny haresssing Tires were the chief threst to our
positions. iortar fire was freguent on the troops on LT,
CASTLLILCEE. zneay artillery crsshed dovn into the valley
and hit at the supsly and QP insteiletions around the village
of CATEG., Four tiues in two days enemy eircralft raced in to
shake things up by dropping a few beombs, Supnlies were brouzht
up by mule freln after derk froa a dwap nesr 5. LICHLLLE
(G891243). BSeventy-five mmles per battellon were recuired
for a day's supply of retions, swvmunition, ete.

Plans for the sttacl on k. CCAIU scheduled Tor the
night of 10-11 Februcry had been for.ulated, artillery fires
drowvm end reglstsred, and the bsttslions were ln rendyness
when notice wes recelved thet this attzei hed been cancelled
and that the 142nd Infentry would asssist the il4lst Infentry
in its attaeck to the scuth on HILL 468 (G832215).

After a conference at Divislon Hemdguarfers the morning
of’ 10 February, Colonel Lynch instructed his ovm comianders
at 1330 as follows:

lst Bettellion will remain on present pesitions on MT.
CaSYUaLLOHSE snd will be attoched to the 1434 Infantry.

this Regzilament, less let Sattelion, 2nd Battelion leading,
will seize and hold RILL 468 (G852215).

2nd Battelion will move from bdresent positions beginning
at 1200 to forward assenbly eree, center of eres coordinates

G331225
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ord foetvodllon WILL qove osi LU0G oo Tooarzrired to
resnl B T counter-atlre.: on wid Letislion or to rein-
forde positlons Lelda b, & rttellion on HILL 468,

Uolenel Lyneh s ploced i consnd of 14ist ond 14200
anfentr, e laents for th o.erctlion.

.:;
r

Lete that cfterncon rain anu sncw storted felling and
coptinued £l nl;ht. It vas wet. it wer cold. It wes auddy,
aiserevle. EBettelion consonders were uneble to  nlke I'&Con-
neissences because of the law celling. But the troons moved
out on schedule to zsseubly arcas. Thet nizght the remirental
coaaender idade arranseascnts with Lieutenant Colopel yatt,
Coxnanding; ({Ticer, 14lst Infantry, to transror: lflSu aia-
aundtion suprly thr saie night by our swles. hite phosphorus
grenedes, then frasiente tion yrenades, were considered first
priority for the type of batitle expected., It was O0S00 in
the worning before the train 4id get throuvh but the neces-
5ary sumal” vz cosmlete.

The next morning 1424 Infantyy CF estzblished an advence
CF in & house on the hill at B45230. Uhe L3bth Infantry was
sing this ss their OF glso.

Roin and sleet continued in the esrly aorning. Geptain
Simpson, Srd Bettelion Contender, regortem a nuitber of toses
of' frozen feet. Artillery end Csrnon Cow.any observers were
unable to reglster in tielr Iires. Zut velfore noon the westher
clesred. Threough tals operction 1t reicined cold. A westher
Lorecost threetencd winds or gele velocity but these never
developed,

A8E iz nobt o D1X1 cetuslly but an elevatlon aeried on
the map. Tt is & bowl shaped plain cn which stends en snelent
abbey, not the ASbRY .01WwCASHING, but one wiilell beory some
relstlon. The Geraans were using this as a bivousce and
Tortified position.

The atteck jwaved off on tine at 1100. “The 2nd Pattalion
was soon in contact vith the eneay. Vighting wes intense
during the day but by niphtfall ¢ report from a comzany of
the 158th Infantry sald that they could see friendly troops
in and eround the AR EY on 406&.

T
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auen e rovence or the ldlst infeatry g5 eored te be
steiled, Jolonel Lyuen foraed o »lan to use the urd fattoliion
to cdvence frod its reserve seosition taroush the Znd
poslitiong cid to cttaci .iluouws 595 (!bSb”lu) {1:22,300 aep)
Troo tie vest while tne ldist Infriotr, conbtirnuved to nit Irom
the nortn and esst. This wes initally epproved but when vora
tet verans vere fopdins for & counbtersibeocis vies learned,
Jeneral Leyes, orionding denersl, IX Corns, decided not to
risk this venture snd oriered defznslve positions orncnlized
and held.

At Q035 = aessgge we received from Znd Botteiion via
ertillery racio stuticn, "hattellon now on west slopes of
uIul, 583. pattelion reached within 5O yards of abbey. Abbey
well fortified. Settslion strensth 100 officers end Len.
Reguest peraisasion to withdrew". Colonel Lyach instructed
Ceptaln Arastrong, 2nd Zattelion cosisnder, to 2ip in and nold
preScnt posxtions. General Teliter coniiraed tkis declsion
viuen inforaed of Japtein arastronz's messzge. Srd Battelion
was to reasin in ressrve.

Tow, this niznt wes 1liie west any nizht on the front -
quiet except for occesional rounds of harcssing artillery
fire. Dut co.iencing st 0400 there opened up en enemy bar-
rage, the like of which we had never sinerignced. Tebel-
verfer f{ire frou the Gerien's slix~brerrelled roclet mortsr,
came over in volleys of sixes, one efter the ofnsr. This
is tne "scremaing asimie". Artillery bezen to be .aixed im,
too. e cclled Tor counter-bettery fire. e wented to know
if in.the dari we cculd set a ocub up in the air, our own
ield ertillery ocbservetlor slanm., Hut inere wes no letup.
Znd znd ord settslions were werned by rsdlo to be reedy for
& counter-gttack, 41l wire couwmnicntions wers snocxked cut
ezrly., It seeqed g3 if our CF wes in the center of the tarpget
gret, wvubt s ciose as they did cowe, the bulldings were not
nit. It was G330 belore the blg barrege hed noticeably 1ifted,

Je later lecrned thet the neavy berrsge had been genersl
on & wide Tront. What is -ore the Jepraens ned followed it
up with & strong attacl and sn attenpt to selze L. CASUALLOME.
Gur lst battalion in position there had borne the brunt of the
etteecl: and were decisively successful in beatlng it beck, but

only after & herd srd clese-in fight.
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Under ecover of the prepirction Lhe Ger.ena hed tone up
trie slopes of Y. JASYsELIdiws in smongst our nositicns. C
‘coapeny was on thz right. A platoon of 4 company in the
center. b coupeny on the left. Two platoons of A company
very becik ol the center in reserve and resdy te counter-atteck.
It was sbout 0830 hours and daybreak when the attack was Tirst
reelized. Lany of our wachine guns and rifles were frozen in
the cold of the xmorning. Cne wespons sergeant actually thawed
out his mechine gun witli l1ishted matches wihile the battle
reged. The eneay concentretfion hed wiped ovut a1l wire and
radio communication with our own ertillery.

'hen the pletoon of A4 company in the center begen to
fall beack under pressure, the two platcons of A company in
reserve vwere orderesd to counter-gitecik. C company held on
the right and © cempesny held on the left. TFinally bold en-
filede fire from D company mechine puns on forward B compeny
positions eeress the faltering center cut down the advencing
eneny. Cur hend grensdes were most effective mnd some cleim
saved the day. 1t wes neorly noon belore the situstion wes
under control and the enemy in retrect faded into the draw
thiat leads to VILLA 5. LUCIA. &nenmy desd littered the lor-
ward slopes of LT. CAST:LLCIg. Some had to be picked from
our own foxholes. Our lst Bettallon commander estluated the
nunber teo be 150. Indiecetlons from prisonersg were that the
Geraans hed attecked in a strength of two full bvattalions
with thie mission of selzing li's CASVELLCRE. A letter written
as they were about to go forwerd and found unmeilesd in the
pocket of ‘a desd German serzeeant stressed that this was s
Priugt'y mission. We must teke it (WP, CASUZLLGIE ), he wrote.
Lut they did not.

That sfterncon a Geraan medic sooroached under the Red
Cross flag to asit to teke off the CGermen wounded. HMajor
dobley, lst Lattalion comumander, denied this privilege since
we were providing for their need.

The next afterncon, 1% Fsoruary, a group of fifteen
ceraen medics requested & truce from 900 to 1200 hours, 14
February, in order te evacuete the deszd., This request was

referred through chennels tec the Corwianding General, II Corps.
lie geve his approvil but the hours vere set as 0800 to 1100.

- 10 -
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At the sppolnted tlae In tic uorning the Gerians cane
forwera. 1o keey then frog walainy in on our positlons our
men cerrica dovn the Gerasn doad to the draw et the bsse of
tie hill. In all 143 by sectual count were carriled dowmn.

A Gerugan aedlicel officer stood with Geptein iilddieton, lst
Eattellon executive officer, who represented our side, to
supervise the operation durin; the veriod of the truce. The
Goraans asited for e sinilsr period for the nsxt day in order
to complete the evecustion whicn wes talking longer than ex-
pectad. The Comnanding Genersl, 1I Corps, refused this re-
guest but srented en extension of tine to ellow the truwe

to run until 1430.

We left the 2nd fattellon in pousltion on the weat slopes
of HILL 593 before the AbDZY on 468 on the morning of 12
FPeorusry. & and & comeoanles were in these posltions. F
covpany &nd I compeny (attached to 2nd Bettelion} were on
the alopes leading up to HILL 706 and LY. CASYELLOKRE. The
Znd EBettelion had been so weakened that it wes unablie to
maie B further advance. Arrangeunents for the reliefl of the
2nd Battalion werse smade. The relief was to be effected by
GoAKA troops of the 4th Indien Division (Eritish) on the
nipht of 12«13 PFebruary. bLut finally 1t wes declded to
veegte the positlons of 5 and ¢ coupanies. I and T companles
were to be relieved, sglong with the 3rd Battalion from its
reserve position, on the following night, 13-14 February.

The 1424 Infentry next tock un the mission of the de-
fense of ifi. CASTwILO¥E. Cur 1st Battalion already there,
end proud of its success In repelling the Gernmen aettack,
renained on position bLut reverted to regluentesl conbtrol.
£ compeny took an outpost position on the lmob (G832251)
north of nl'. GASYWHLLCIE. fThe rest of the 2nd Battallon end
the ord Battalion were to be in repgimentel reserve. The
143rd Infsntry occupied HILL 70&¢ on our left end the 141st
Infentry took defensive positions on the lower ridge of 706
where I and i compenies had beend

jleasures were teiron to insure the cdefense of WI. CASTEL-
LCHE. Defensive concentreotions to cover avenues of auproach
to be Pired orn csll were plenned hy supporting artillery,
cannon comveny, and chemlesl morters. Hissions for haras-
sing Fires were assizned delly and coordinated to make the
most of thls type of target. Falrols went out nirhtly teo
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deter.iine vhist tuc «me iy wrs o0 to.  hwe onf Irtteilon in
rescrve ves to be Lregrres Lo eet sy Goraan bresitirough
thob il bt ceto down the dreuv to thic north {French sector).
(n severel cecerslons tiers were . .oiantery silrvrinrs of auto
mptic weppons exci:pnzes in that druw but the renchi elwavs
assured us thaet the situation wes well in hand. )

During this tinec those vho were in a wosition to do so
prepared special dclicecies from five-in-one tyne rations,
vhilch were avallable, using the handy Colenan cesoline stov
At the last doupghnuis and cakes prepesred by dur kitchen
personnel in the rear were bsinz sent up on the nipght train
mule train, to troops on forward nositions. Cn the morning
of the 15 Februsry we watched the historic boubing of the

e.

AREEY DI LOWTECAS3ING, Flying fortreases came in high from-

the south and cut a white vapor trail amcross the blue sky,
then circled to the east vithout opnrosition. Smoke rose
from the rulns of the AbbLY. ELomblngs continued throughout
the day by weves of medium and then 1ight dive-bombers. Th
Britlsh kew Zealend Corps copne Into the lins on the 36th
Division left zbout that time. The kitchens end supplies
moved up .through cur erers end we had a2 great deal of conte
with them.

A reliol of the entire divislon from the line was ex-
pected as an eventuclity. Proiress in thet direction was
esparent when officers of the &3th Divlision begen to look
over the ares. They xept cenin: in large groups, ashking at
the CP for inforuastion, end taking the leong uphill climb to
the lst Battallon observatlon post. Arrsngementa were made
Tor the rellel ol one reglment, and, as It wes General
Walkert's desire that this reginent be rellieved first, wve
troded positions with the 143rd Infentry on the 18-20
Februery, toc bc In the center of the divisglcen line. It
was purposed to put the untried 28th Division unlts, who

2]

ct

ware to maske the rellef, between experienced Anerican troops.
On this nizht thne End Battelion occupled the new front line

sector on LILL 706. The lat Battollon ceme dovm from lts

long stay on the hill to be In regizentel reserve. The 3rd

Battelion was in back of ths £nd es reserve.

~.
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ONE HUNDRED. FORTY SECOID IFALTRY
OFERATIONS IN ITALY, MAY 1944
Maps: ITaLlY, 1/50,000, sheets mumber 150-II, 158-I,1I,III, and 184-IV.

The 142d Infartry Regiment want into action egningt the enemy only on
the last two days of lay. This was a surprise pight infiltration which pene-
trated deep into the enemy's last line of defense before RDIE end in the end
opened the way for the great Allied sweep into and beyopd that prized ob-
jective., Our story here is only the beginning of a series of actions paving
the way to the ultimate suecess of the I'tqli.an catpaign. -

In the early part of May the regiment completed & period of rest and re-
cuperation which had lasted since being withdrawn from the line in the GASSINO
sector on the night of 26 - 27 February. Successive bivouscs and training
areas had been at or near ATIANO, VALLE DT MADDAIORI, TORINO and QUALIAKG.
Replacements in officers and men brought the regiment well over table of or-
ganization strength to allow & reserve to be used when needed during engage-
ment, Training was thorough and regulsr. In the FORIND area a special
mountain exercise was conducted by battalions which climbed 5,000 foot MT MAT
to Yiake it" and to test certain aspects of nountain fightlng such as man~-
carry peck loads,

On 3 May the regiment moved by motors to an area near JUALIAND where it
« was anticipated that we would soon see action agein.

The night of 11 ~ 12 May saw the opening of the all-out allied offensive-
in southern Italy. Two altermative plens for the use of the reginment (end
division) were explained and the developnent of the situation was watched
¢losely to see how it would affect our engagement.

One plan called for the 36th Division to pass through the BSth Division
when its momentum had stelled, to iske the height of MI' FEYRELIA, s great
barrier on the Germen GUSTAY LIIZ. This wes in the IT Corps sector in the
vicinity of MIGHANO,

i
!
§

i The second plan was %o use the weight of the Division in exploiting a
breakthrough by the Allied beachhead forces at ANZIO who were to abteck at a
designated time in eoordination with the offensive in southern Italy.

; 4s the events unfolded the progress of the American end French forces on
the souticrn frant ms so successful as to preclude the use of the Division at
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dnatever hooponed, ve cin only suraise.  lut there
vere .ore changes to be aades. ‘ae rellel by 83th Division
units rell through. aevever, French troeps of the 8th
Hepiaent, Srd Dia, dld effect the reliel ¢f our troons on
Brie nizht of 25-2¢ Foorusry.

Rain had started to Tall interaittently, The HArIDU
aIVeR was elrendy swellen when we camo across the valley at
first 1ight of day on the norning of the Z2¢ February. The
one reed out was 5till pesseble but neésrly flceded. The
last troops infiltreted rcross the velley In daylight thet
mornin: and srrived in the pressred rest ares bivouse sbout
forty miles by road to the resr, nesr AILARG (174097} that
afternocon. :

Rein could not daapen the s2irits of thils returning
scroup of soldlers. Uinet wes s 1ittle reln 1ln 8 place where
sou could zet cut froo under 1t?  Yhere wag t.e bath, end
e shave, r cleen issue of clothing, & fresh stert. And s
week promised for pure relexetion, for sesing shows, and
writing, letters end recding, or dein_ nethinz. Then the
process of rebullding sgein. 1eny feces hed gone, gallantly,
end in reverence we sey therl trivute as follow soldis rs and
Americansg.
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KT FETRELIA, LT PETRELIA was overrun, FORKIA, ITRI and FONDI were teken,

and et noon of the 18th My the regiment was ordered to begin the movement

to the beachhead. The detailed loading plans were &lready prepared. The
first of the IST's lef't from POZZUDLY for ALZIO that evening. It was a
twelve-hour boat ride without incident. By noon of the 20th the regiment had
completed debarkation and gone into bivouac in a sandy, scrub and tree covered
area gouthesst of NEITUND.

The roominess of the beachhesd ares and the apmrent quietness of enemy
shellfire surjprised most of those who had come expecting to find it a very
hot place, indeed, but those who had been there said it had been that way for
about two weelis, with orly repested night air raids,

In the attack to bresk out of the steel ring of defenses around the
beachhead, two strong thrusts to the northesst, one by the lst Armored Di-
vieion on the left, and the other by the 3rd Infantry Division on the right,
were to form a pincers on the enemy strong point of CISTEANA. Elaborate
minefields in depth hemmed in the Allies in & nesr circle and it was believed
much strength would be expended breaking through. The plan for use of the
36th Division {with the 142nd Infantry Reglment one of two leading regiments)
was to pass through the 3rd Division after it had pgeined ebout 1,000 yards
beyond highway 7, and to attack and seize the town of CORI and the hills
around it., Assembly positions for the 142nd Infantry Regiment were planned
4o be in an area at G-030260.

ifter s terrific srtillery barrage and supported by great numbers of
tanks and arcored elemenis, the beachhesd offensive begmn at ‘05008 the morn-
ing of 22 May. Progress was slow but steady.

In the early evening of 23 MHay this regiment was ordered to move to an
area 962205 to be in VI Corps reserve. It was about & five mile march begun
at twilight and continuing in the dark past the blazing guns of our own ar-
tillery which were still hammering away at the enemy lines. Fighting was
still raging around CISTERIA,

On the evening of 24 May, the regiment was ordered to the aseembly aree
from which it wes plarmed to Jjump off on the attack toward CORI. The news
was partiecularly bright that evening; the Canadians had broken through on the
Southerr front with their armor in the LIRT VALIEY, Hundreds of enemy ve-
hicles had been smshed by the Alr Corps along highway 6. American foreces
coming up from the south were expected to link with the beachhead by morning.
Eesigtance aroundé CISTZRIA was bound to crumble, Our march to the new area
covered about seven miles, It was guiet on that sector except for steady
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streams of trmcers of machine guns protecting the southern flank and haras-
sing the Germans who were expected to be pulling out,

On the 25th & final pocket of resistance was clsaned out in CISTERWA.
Elements of the 3rd Division advanced rapidly to take CORI end hurried on
toward ARTENA and VALLDUWTONE. Our regiment remained in the same area through
the day.

Very early on the morning of the 26th orders were receivedé to meve to
an ares about two miles northwest of CISTERNA elong Highway 7. Troops begen
marching at 07308 and walked through the day until 1500B covering sbout ten
miles, The route passed through where some of the heaviest fighting had oo~
curred, a battlefield littered with knocked-out armor and strewn eguipment
and desolation. .

Up Highway 7 frowm CISTIRLA, the town of VELLETRI was under siege. The
36th Division with the 143rd Infentry Regiment and 141et Infantry Regiment
leading was forming a tentative line astride Highway 7 about three miles
northwest of CISTERHA. ,

That evening the 142nd Infantry Regiment was ordered to tuke over the
1/3rd Infantry Regiment's positions while the 14{3rd Infantry Regiment moved
forwmrd teo attack VELIEIRI,

It mes believed thet German recistance before ROIT was nearly broken but
the enemy resistance in VTILEIRI and on a line PAST through VAILLDNTONE in-
creased as our forces took time to regroup in preyaration for the race to
EOLE.

On the 27ih the L42nd Infentry Pegiment was in éivision reserve. The
143rd Infantry Regiment moved forward in front of VLILIZTREI, The 1L4lst Infan-
try Regiment on %he right of the L43rd Infantry Regiment began to work north
with g view of flanking the town on the sast,

At thie time slso the L42pd Infaptry Regiment was to be prepared to move
on VI Corps order as & motorized unit mounted on 100 trucks furnished by Corps;
to follow up and expleit en armored thrust by the lst Armored Division through
the ©lat ground just west of TAVIWTIO and generally along Highway 7 into ROIE,
The 34th Infantry Division on the lefi of the 36th Division and the 45th In-
fantry Division on the left of the 34th Division were in the sector through
which the lgt Armored Divieion was ito pass through,
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At midnight of the 27th owr 1lst Battalion on opder of the Commending
General, 36th Division moved to an assembly area directly back of the 14lst
Ini‘antry Regiment ag divisjion reserve,

In the morning of the Z8th patrols of the 1l{lst Infantry H"giment and the
143rd Infantry Regiment reached the railroad in front of VELLITRI. The 142nd
Infantry Reglment was prepared to move forward to close behind the l4ilst In-
fantry Regiment and the 143rd Infentry Regiment.

In attempting to push the line formard on the 36th Divisiont's left to
the west of VELLETRI, no decisive resulis could be pained by the 34th Division
znd 45th Division end the line wag gtill fairly stabilized on the 30th of lay.
However, the 14lst Infantry Regiment had succeeded in getting across both the
railroad and the VELLETRI - VALDNTONE highwey east of VELLETRI snd were
swinging well to the north,

4t noon of the 30th our regiment moved ton an entrucking point expecting
to follow up the lst Armored Division as originmally plenned., As Colonel
GZ225E E. LYNCH wes giving final instructions to his unit commanders, Carlain
JO®! A, STEEL, Regimental Lisison Dfficer to Division, interrupted the meeting
to say that liajor Genmeral FRED L. VAIXER, 36th Divigion Commander warted to
see Oolonel Lynch about & complete chenpe of plans.

“hen Colonel Lymeh returned from Division Headquarters he broughi with
him the General’s plan and orders. It was about 16005 hours.

The plan: Essentially the 142nd Infantry Regiment would pass through the
List Infantry Hepiment and infiltrate that night deep into the German ine
and get up inbto the hills (M ARTEMISIO) teck of VELLETRI by daylight. There
was no time to lose, To get to the essembly eres it was necessary to entruck
and move by e round-about way through CISTERNA, CORI and the rosd that runs
northwest to commest with the VELLEIRI - VALMORIGHE highway, a disiance of
about smixteen miles, The regiment was on the move promptly at 1830 but be-
cause of congested roads wae unable to close into the assembly area wptil
2215, It had been intended to move out on the attack at 2200 but the earli-~
eat practicable time was at 2255,

The regiment was to infiltrate by bolumn of tattalions, 2nd Battelion
lea.ding, followed by Repimental Headguarters, lst Battalion and 3rd Battalion,
approsch after pessing through the 141st Infantry Regiment followed a
6% trail that lead through cultivated flatlands to z deep draw which ran
¢ principal objective.
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The new moon that evening shed a faint glow that was not too bright tus
made It possible to pick out the path and objects shead. Guietly the regiment
in eolumn worked its wey forward. ILeading elements erossed the highway et
0130 and set out into the unlmoen. Hen were spaced at intervals as much as
visihility would allev, Flank security wes oubt on either side. The route
folloved wae off the trail through parallel rows of grape vineyards which af-
forded good cover, Oul to the left townrd VELLETRI there was e steady ex-
change of machine gun fire where we know the 141s% Infentry Regiment was en-~
gaged. Ocecasionally a shot spoke leudly at or near the column and there was
a moment of breathless anticipation as to what might follow. Fassing by some
of the houses erroute dogs howled and ever o jackass brayed. Put the time of
greatest tension happened around (300 when mass enemy eir action hovered over-
head. During the night there had been single planss obvlously on reconnais-
sance bubt at this time the enemy was over in great munbers. Antl-aireraft
shot up itz aparkling display of defensive fires. The planes hovered threat-
eningly near, Then the insvitable flares were dropped to light up the area
ea broad daylight. They were not toc far off, Or so it seened, Of course
everyone in our foot column hugged the ground end waited. DBombs were bursting
and the chgtter of strafing action grew louder. But it was soon apparent that
we were noi the enemy's tarpet that time. In fact, it wes very favorable to
us as it focused attentlion away from our sector to over inp front of VELLETRI
where it was taking place. The flsres lasted about a half-howr after which we
moved on ggein while the drone of the planes gradually faded out.

The next concern was the fact that daylight would soon be upon us, The
bulk of the mounteins were etill before us, A% 0415 the first gray light of
dnr began to dim out the stars. The head of the column was just starting up
the elopes. A broad open field had to be crossed before climbing the hills.
But in the early morninp heze it would have been diffiecult te distinguish the

moving column, Our pace muried. There was no one %o oppose us. The Infaniry-

men clambered up the slopes.

The first hill or mountain back of VELLETRI is a long ridge running
neayly east to west, Our objective was Yo take the eastern or right end of
the height and then to contimie down the length of the ridge %o dominste
VELIETET and the roads of retreet leading out of it. When the objectives were
gained we would have s moose around the town ard the ememy forces there. The
1.3rd Infantry Regiment was to follow us up as rapidly as we went formrd. The
1418t Infantry Regiment was to swing in on our left in the flatlands below.

At 0635 the 2rd Batielion reported that it was on its first objectlves,
HILL 891 (995492) ané HILL 931 (962483). The lst Battalion was at 99348C.
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Conpany "E" on HILL 891 found mnd captured one officer and two men who were
artillery observers.

4t 0E00 Company "E" was receiving a counterattack of undetermined strength,

At 08/0 1st and 2nd Battallons were instrucied to move out to atiack
second objectives on down the ridge. Compeny YEU with machine guns atteched
wus to remin on HIIL 891l. The 1lst and 2nd Battallons, the lst Batielion on
the left, were to ettack abreast, The 3rd Battalion in reserve was to close
up ag the others moved forward. ‘

By 0930 Company "E" had repulsed its first counteratizck but expeched
another, JAmmnition was going to be peeded, Tt was ordersd up from the bat~
talion enti-tank platoon train (one platoon of Regimental Anti-Tarnk Company

‘ was attached to sach bettalicn t6 act as a carrying party in supplylng am-
minition and rations).

Slowly the lst and 2nd Batialions advanced, The hill was well covered
 with follage end cere had to be taken to search it out. At 1500 II. DEI FIRRAU
was reached without resistance., The 143ré Infantry Regiment had relieved the
3rd Battalion which in turn had earlier taken up the Znd Battalion posltions

on HILL 531,

g After 1830 the 2nd Battalisn fourd the enemy more slive and ready to fight
. but by 1930 were on thelir objective at 955457 vwhile the lst Battalion was on
their objective at 964455, CDnemy tanks were beginmning to fire direct inte our
pogitions., The eremy also fired 20mm snti-sireraft fire with effect.

Bub at nichtfall objectives had been gained and over 3,000 men were
firmly entrenched on the height to the enemy's rear. It was the key thet
opened the lock on the pateway to ROKE, as later events proved, That night
ordera were given to esiablish road blocks on the road lsading out of VELLEIRI
toward ROLE. Supplies were brought up not without diffieulty by mule train
ard by hand-carry, Every effort wms directed to consolidate and hold this
important ground. It had been gained with a favorable low cost in casualties,
achieved through the element of tactieal surprise. Enenmy tank, mortar, ar-
tillery and anti-aircraft fire continued through the might to make the posi-
tion warm. Orders from injor General Walker directed us to inberrupt traf-
fic on the NI - VELLETRI road., Armor was coming up in the morning. The 143r¢
Infantry Regiment was to close the gap behind us while the 141t Infantry Reg-
iment was at 978457,
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Ard so here the month of Mgy runs out tut the story is just beginning,
Like a pood western serial we shall have to waif until next month's ingtall-
ment to witness the climgx of this 142nd Infantry Regiment actionm,

Wﬁ-ﬁ%
RICHARD A, HUFF

Staff Sergeant, 1424 Infantry
Author,
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SECSREF “

HEADQUARTERE .
QI EUNDRED FORTY-SECOXD INFALTRY
APQ # 36, Us 8. ARMY

1 July 1344

SUSBJECT: Regimental Commanderts formenis = Qperations In Italy, Lay 1944.

o) 1+ Commending Gepsral, 36th Inof Div, APD ¢ 36, U. B+ Army.

1. The period 1 ¥ay %o 28 Lay inclusive was spent in training, move-
ment to the Apnrio Beechhead and in & Corps Reserve role umtil 29 iay end,
therefore, included no actual combat operations.

2. On 29 May at 1515 hours the regiment received orsl orders to ac-
complish & nicht atteck on KOTUT ARTEISIO, behind the town of VELLETRI,
the same nights Sinse the objective was shout ten miles to the flank of
the regiment's avsenmbly ar9sz and requirsd a motor movement to Tbrward as-
sembly areas mnd since no previous reconneissances hed bes=z mccomplished,
it was m noseble feet that the regiment was able t0 launck s coordinatsd
atteck et 2230 hours that night. This was accomplished by teling every
compeivaple short cut. Hocommaissence down 4o include that by platoon
commaniers was completsd es dusk twrred to dark. Tithout this recomaic~
sance, ] fo8l sure the mission would have failed. Iven with recomals-
sames, control of units was retaimed only by continued efforts of all
coermerders and staffs. 7The success of the peretretion was something of
a mystery. (bjectives were obtaired egairst mo resistanmse, bubt upon dis-
covering our presense on the poaks of KOURYT ARTENISIO, the Gorman counter-
attacksd Turiously throughout the dey without suocess and with heavy losses
%o himsalf. After & counteratteck on o1 company position of the regiment,
sevanty (70) german dedd were physicslly counted in the ocompany position
alomr., While mll counterattacks were launched {rom the North, considerable
harassment wes cauvsed by smell groups of Germans atbempting to withdraw
{from the VELLETRI positions through the regiment's position.

The tsctical ressoning which prompted this etiuck on MOWNT ARTENISIO
at nizght was without error, howsver the regiment was considerably hempsred

SEGRET_ -
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by the shortoess of time allowed for ite preperstion, orders, movement to
the operational area erd the laumching of the attack. Issas time should
have been reguired for the basic decision snd more time sllowsd for 4he
use of the troops who woere to be +tho instrument of the decision.

: 3. The Second Battalion day attack of MOUNT CAVO s hipgh (850 meters)
walled in fortification, South of ROCCA DI PAPA was a fime example of the
cocrdinated use of all weapons of the battalion. Even though solid, wn~ =
broken walls, four to eight feet high, surrounled the objective and the
objective was defended by a company of Infanbtry which included mortars and
heavy machine guns, intelligsnt ochoosing of the point of attack, the avenus
of epproach, and the use of all available means in s well cocordinated aotion
caused +the rapid fall of the foriresas.

Initially the fortress was engeaged by the Second Battalion with a ocom-
panyv on the front and right sides of the objective., A heerily wooded mres
lesd w to the Best wall of the objective which was the only wall not wired
mnd which was the lowest wall of the four sides. The wooded approach, the
abssnoa of wire and the comparetive lowmess of the wall combipsd to make

; the Bast side ideal for an assault.

The battallon was too closze to the objective o use its artillery
support. This support could have been used by withdrawing ths units in
contact with the fort, but to do 2o would require the re-scaling of s pre~

. cipitous mountain side which would heve consumed much time and would not
provide the desired rapid sequence of preparatory fires followed olosely
by Infantry essault. Therefore the use of artillery in the plan of atteck
was omitted.

Tank Destroyers wore available and would have been useful in breech-
ing tho walle had they been clos® enough to engage in the action. However,
the Tank Destroyers were three miles away, at the foot of the mountain,
with an uncertain and un-reconmoitsred route to the scome of the planmd
attack. They were ordered uwp but the atimck was plammsd so that the mn-
arrival of the Tank Destroyers would mot seriously disturb progress or suc-
LLET

The plen required & ten {10) minute preparation to be fired by all

the mortars, 60 and 81, of the Battalion. Approximately four humdred (400)
rourds wors [ired inte the ome huwmdred (100) yard square fortificetion.
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Immediately following this preparation, the riflemsn end machline gummers
from peositions on three gides of the oblectlve comentrated hsavy fires on
41l embrasures, and liring positions along the walls. At 4he same timo,
bazooke eud aubi-tank grensdes were fired at close range from all three
sides into the interlor of the well, at unsesn torpgets in an ares coverape.
Undar thesge fires and through pre-arranged lams batween the fires, om
rifle pletoen advenced in & rush, over the wooded epproach to the low EBast
wall, throwing grenades over the wall as they approeched it. Hand grenades,
bezooks and entletenk grensde fire ceased as the pletoon scaled the wall
and the platoon took up the fires on the mrea irmvlosed by the wall. The
success of the atteck is measured by the results of thirty (30} ensmy cap~
tured (including three {3} offlcers), twemby (20) Xilled, and an unknown
number of essaped wournded. During the asdsauld, we had not s single casuslity.

1% is of value to battelion commaniers to reslize thaet, in an attack
which progrosses successively to objectives over several miles of +errain,
thers must be tiwes when his unit errives at obstacles which spparently
bop down his attecke. 8eldom is this impesss as real as it i's spparent.

The Battalion canm usuelly, by re-grouping, revising the scheme of atisck,
re-arrangement of fires or by requesting sdditional aid from the regiwent,
evercome all but mejor obstacles. The battellion comender is frequenmily
dismayed when his attack bogs down end hls oripginal plans do mot bear frult.
At tirmes this leeling causes hin to fesl he is incapable of further action,
that his unit is Ypimed down" end that further effort must come from Some~
whayrs else. The experienced end imapinntive battalion commender learns
thet his initial ascheme of battle is only a starting peint, that the fortumes
of battle will usually require changes of his plans ard that with his own
means, properly epplied, he can unblock the majority of stoppages walich oo~
cur. He also learns that as he progresses from objective to objsctive, he
will have to stop, recomoiisr, form mew fire plens and schemes of nampuver,
to attack successfully ebjectives whose nature was not fully disclosed et
the start of his progressive attesk. If he moglects this, he may reedlessly
oxpand his battelion in fruitless asction.

T have stressed the use of megns within the battalion because they are
frequently miplected. All other mpans, atteched and supporting should be
used 4o the 1limite There are, however, times a8 in this axample, when the
nature of the terrailn or the imsccesslibility of supporting unite and the
time element imvcived reguire the commamder to rely solely on the weapons
of +the battalion. Pe must realize that vwith .these wempons -the task can

A=t o sl
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-usually b8 sceonplishaed,

Kule pack of supplies was agoin necessary, The operation covered
terrain which was troversabls by motors end alse ground negotiable only
by mules and men, Mule transsort was svalletle and wes used in alter-
notion with moter tranmaport. Units contemplating operations over varied
terrain must heve closely availaile mule trensnort 1f the zdvanes is to
sontinue. The providing of mule iransport efter the izrediste need
therefore hss bom determined 1z too lete and will, until provided,
dorminete tactical considerotions. The use of muls trangport over terrain
well provided with road nets nmerits considers=isn where the ememy is atle
to exercise his artillery. Roads may be interdicted to the point of
blocking trucked supplies, wharezs mule treins can opsrate cross-country
at pirht and be undisturted by roed interdiction fires.

-

> Biged

Colonel, 1424 Infartry
Commanding.
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ONE HUAIRED FORTY EBECOND INFANTRY
OPERATIONS IN ITALY, JUME 1944 b

Maps; ITALY, 1/60,000, sheets mumber 150-11,I11,IVy; 149-I; 143-I1,1II;
142-1,11,1IV; 136-III; 136-I,II; 128-I1,II1,IV; 127-I,I1, exd
119-I1,111.

Beating down the epamyts desparsats lazt stand bofore ROME in a seriox
of orushing blows, the 142nd Infantry climastioally swept down from the
Alban Fills to enter that lenpg=sought-for objective, then, hurrylng onm,
pushed ons hundred fifty (150) miles beyond inte the rolling constal region
on ths road to PISA. This 1s an aplsode of swift, blitskrieg action m.u-lcnd
by an unparalleled continuing advence for ths Rogimnt.

Floeing in disordor scroass the TIBER, the enemy attempted at suooes-
give placos of advantags to turn to mset our onrushing foross, His soat-
tored armios were bolastered by strange assortments of foreign trocps, haa-
tily thrown into the lime. Untried bicycle troops from DENMARE, Bussiena
captursd on ths Eastern front, all had a sad tale of wos whan their units
woere gobbled up in quick fashion., As oach point of resistance was over-
coms, the epemy dropped beck and it was our lot to chase until combact was
made, Mghting, marching, riding, marching amd fighting egain--in en un-
anding eyola of aotlon, ever on the move, pressing the attmok, such was the
daily pattern of sventa. Though happy in suooess, th® mon were tifed and
worn, their best spergies spent, when a relief from the lipe was effectsd
on ths morning of 26 Juos.

Higtory will forever record the 4=56 Jup® as the date in whiok the
A1liss sntersd ROME, but owr msn will remsmber ag well, namess and pleces
1ile MONTE GAVO, the littls wnnamed town just Wortlwe gt of ROME, will ms-
soolate bloyolas with BRACCIANG, will remembsr the ride to CIVITAVECCHIA,
the sharp battles out of CAPALBIO, and et MAGLIARC, the march frowm GROSEETO
t0 GAVORRANO and on wp the long valley besyond,

A most important single factor was the weathar current to this oper-
ation. No longsr ¢id bitter ocold and dampnese and hopeloas soaz of mud,
pommonly exparienced in the hard winter campaign, hemper or thwart the
apirit and sffectivensss of the trovops. Italian falr weather st itz best
favored the swdvanse. Men could march with lightar blaniet rolla. Commanders
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awke with s dally prospeot of good westher, Bupporting armored elements
mepoursred easily on firm ground and the sir eorps rogularly pomded ter-
gets from above.

(n the 1gt day of Juns the 142d Infantry was proudly aatl.'blishad on
the wostern edgs of the MOUNT ARTEMISIO ridge Forth of VELLETRI, By a
surprige night infiltration the night of 30-31 May, the Regimont had forced
a d8sp ponetration into the German line then centered on VELLRYRI end had
snclosed the ensmy position thare, The advance had progressed along to
cover the length of the ridge during the day of the Slst. That evening
final objectives wore reached over=looking routesz of esoape from VELIETRI.
The 1434 Infantry Beglment had followsd zud was on the ridge %0 our rear,
The l41st Infantry Regimsnt was on the lower slopez to cur left, ountting
the oircle smaller and mdnsoing the town proper.

8lowly realizing, or more probably slow to learn his plight, wnexy
counterattacks hadi oome mowtly from the North and insreastd in intensity
as he was able to muster foroe, Ey 1930 Ls was alive to the peril anml re=
sisting strongly. The BSocond Battellon had a sharp fight for 1%s finel
objeotive, the forward slopes of Hill 812 at PO55457, and the Firgt Bat-
talion likewise on reaching FI64455, also part of Hill B12,

Fow in the lest hours of daylight snd eontinuing into the night, s
desporate steady shelling by the spomy poured onto our important positlons,
¥ortars, machine guns, self«propalled artlllery, and even antl-airoraft
£1lak gune spent their destructlon to mske it at the liest woomfortable.

That night waa ons of anticipation, The man were sorely fatigusd
af'ter the long all-night and all-day march and steep clixb., Many had had
to Tight on the way, yot good soldiers kuaw the vigll must be kept, A re-
supply of smounition, ratione and water was lwperative. As twillght sheded
into dark a messags from Colonsl GEORGE X, LYNCH, Regimental Commander, to
Major Oeneral FRED L. WALERR, Divlislon commander, tersely stated his plan _
for action; *We shall hold what wo bave®, *

r.unr*ﬁ R

gtrengthening of position and resupply oonti.nu-d during £he n.:lght by
tadious mule trein and hand-carry, buk could not be scmpleted. On the
morning of 1 Juns the radio waves carried fregquent messages. Those formed
gonerelly an assuring pleoture.
The Flrst Battalion wes ordersd to sstablish a road black on the road
- 5-
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below. Fighting on the Bscond Batbtalion position continusd., They were
to push out onto MOUNT SPINA, farthest point on the ridge. Their ammuni-
tion need was urgent. At 0810 the Firet Battslion was able to report
that eneny fire on their pozitions had slackened., The road blocks were
being extablished,

Colonel Lynch instructed the Commandlng Officer of e newly attached
tank platoon to meke a spolling reid along the rosd North and Worthwest
to MEMI. One platoen of owr infantry was to accompany the tanks to fur-
nigh protection. )

Off to the right, toward VELLETRI, & warm battle reged in ths l4lst
Infantry sector. The trapped ensmy in the town wore fighting despesrately
to break out of the ring. During the day various groups of enemy infilw
trated soross our positions atfempting to escape to the Forth, COonsider~
sbls pniper activity followad and the Third Battallion in partioulsy wiped
out numbers of them.

The First Battalion rosd block bore fruit almost from the start. By
1%40 four snsmy motorcycliste had been killed and one captured, The
virat Battelion, on order, left positions on the slopes of Hill BlZ,
which wore taken over by the Third Battalion, and moved down to the wide
inity of the roed blocks (there were two, one at F§51453 and ons at
Po80453).

At 1430 the Second Battalion could report thet all companies were
in position on Hill 731 - MOUNT SPINA. During the preceding ection, the
fSecond Battslion Commanding Officer end hiz S-3 had been wounded and wors
evacuated, . C

From the commanding ground ocouplsd by our troops, snemy movempnts
and attempts to eveouate VELLETRI wers olearly observed. The road blocks
becams ever more profitable. A barooke caught and desgtroyed a MK IIX
tank in the afternoon. Eoemy attempis 4o run the blookade were frustra-
tsd. The final toll Included also an armored car, two ocargo trucks,
forty priscomers and s egual number killed, By nightfall the situmtion
wag favorsbly in hand. The time to continue the attack Forth was ripe, -

From the MOUNT ARTELISIC ridge in the direction of ROME there i a
lower flat ground running parsllel to the ridge, then amother rise or
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\
series of hills topped by the MONTE CAVO ridge. 'This is half-moon shapsd,

iooks down sharply on ROCCA DI PAPA, and 4s the last high blu’f before
HOME, i

™~
The broad valley betwesn MOUNT JRTEMISIC snd MONIE CAVD is £lat and

open, msuited for an infentry advance. But to the right m coversd ap=
proach with but a short atretoh of open ground was found, There the ¥hird
Battalion led the Regiment in column of Eattsllons (Second Batialion fol-
lowad, then the First) in the atiack which began at 0030 on 2 June after
an artillery preparation.

; From the oover of foliage on the far side of this valley enmay tanks
caused soms bother with direct fire, howsver, the attack through the day

‘ proceeded with but slight resistence, Fifty prisoners wers taken, inolude
ing a group of German militery polics, who head oame from ROME to set up a
defensive position. ‘The march wus of long durstion that day--the Third
Battelion settled on Hill 956 (3947502), the Becond Batiallon at point 932
EFB&MQE) pot far from MONTE CAVO, and the Pirst Battallon on Hill 858
F950495), L T,

Continulng the atimck the next morning, 3 June, the Bsoond Battalion
led off at 0500 from point 932-<Company "G on the right, Company "P® on the
lef't, and Compeny "E" following in reserve. Some sostiered snipsr motive
ity hindered progrese at first. Off to the left, on the lowsi slopes,
the 14ist Infantry wae engaged in a fire fight,

On the top of MOKTE CAVO is a large stone villa or oastle which in
regont years hay beer an Italian resort hotel., An ivy-covered stone wall
averaging six feet high encloses the group of buildings. The approaches

-to this are barren expept that cover and follsgs in some plases mun wp %,,:-%
i - to within fifty fest, Ths main exit was on the far left side or North~" -
. west cormer of the square to our troops approaching from the Bouth., Yhiw: .
i was one last obstacle to overccme., An ensmy garrison gonsimting of pro=—'1:

bably a reducsd company, one whioh had excapsd from CORI afbter the ANZIO

beachhead breakthrough, had been there several days and was wsll aup-

plied with emmumnition, mortars snd mechine guns in a favorabls defenasive

position, so situated that it beomne somewhat of a fortress, .

Praceding Company "G" in ths atteck, Pirst Lisubsnant STEVART H.
LA BARGE with a few men came upon the stone wall first. In soouting it

wﬁ» T
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out the Lisutenant waa woundsed by an enemy hand grenade tossed from
somswhere in the fort near the goutheast cornsr. Aftsr Cejtain CARL F.
MATNEY, Commanding Company ™", had looked a% the situation hs plaoced
his Firght Platoon on & line oloss o the Southwest cornmsr of the wall
and the Bscopd Flatoon to the right and rear of the Firat. The Third
Platoon wms in reserve to the rear, This was about 1030, At 1150 the
Third Platoon wnder Becond Lisutenant J. O WILLIAMSON was sent around
the Kast side of the square with the miwmslon of watohing the roubte to
ROCCA DI PAPA to look for any reinforoements that might be brought in-
4o the fort.

Company "E™ drew up on the lef't (West) side. Togsther the two com-
panies placed fire intc the walled aree. An sxchange of snlping on
either side then continusd for several hours while the plan for final
sepault was determined.

) At 1530, Colonel Lyach came forward on & porsonal reconneissance

X and worked his way close to the wallsd buildings to obsorve. It was
dosirable to have tanks or tank deatroyers come up to blow & hole in
the wall through which the infantry oould charge, ‘but that would have
required too much time as ths trail for this armor was not ywt oleared.
mhe (olonel thought that s lavish use of mortars and machine gums co-
ordinated with & ecalipg of the wall would work and acopmplish the
mission before dark.

Company "G¥ was assigned the assault mission as they were in the
moet favorable position. Captain Matney with Lieutenant Willlemseon
wont to reconnoiter en approach beyond the Third Platoon mector on the
East mide of the wall., His finel dispositions were to plece the Third
Platoon in essaulting position as elose to the wall asz possible pn the

; Bast side, A twelve-man squad led by Ssocond Lisutensnt ROBERT M.

! EPSTERN was placed in 1ine along side the Third Platoon near the Boubhe
oast corner, Around the corner on the South side a squed of twelve men

] led by Btaff Horgeant JACK L. LINE was in ready position, The rest of
the First and Beoond Pletoons remeined on the scuth eide to sover by
fire, .

As the astege wasz being set all available morter armumition was
roundsd up for the battalion mortar sectlons. Mortar obasrvers were
togother at one ocontrol point to the South of the wall where good ob-
servation could be had., Hore a dramatic soveme was enacted during the
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preparstion. Bsoond Lieutenant JAMES P, BTHADER of Company "H is
oredited with a most excellent performance in directing the mortar fire
on the target within the walls. Kot ons round fell without to endenger
our omn oloss-in troopa. A series of conceatrited mortar barrages were
intergperssd with eppealing calls for the enemy to surrender by Private
Pirst Class BENJAMIN J, EJTMNER, the Seoond Batiulion German Interpreter.
But the enemy was sdamant--ons sven mocked in reply.

}

! At the last, mortsrs and meshine guns were lnying in a terrifie
berrage. At ¥ minus § this firing cemsed, while from Bergeant Limety
squad, numbsrs of white phosphorus grenades wers thromm +o bring the Gere
mans from their holes and cover. 4t 1900, H howr, Iisutenant Willlsmson's
platoon, with war whoops and shouting, raced for the wall, scaled it and
¥ept firing, working their way through to clean out the house on the right.
Lieutenant Epsteents squad and Bergsant Lims's squad quickly followed and
covored the area to the left. All t0ld, sbout sixty men wont over the walls
Excitement and tension were hiph and 1t was hard to stop the shooting whan,
after ton minutes, it was evident that all was clear and the battls won,
Thirty ($0) frightened and desed Germans wsre talen prisoner, twenty (29
wars counted dead, while som® probably eacaped out the Northwest cornser.

Rhen our own sccounting was teken it was discoversd with mzemﬁnt
that nons in the assaulting group were casualties, aside from a few well-
osrned bruisss and huris.

Mosnwhile the Pirst Battslion on the West slopss of MONTE SAVD was
pimmed down by steady fire from below. After the fall of the Castle,
goneral resistanse collapasd and the First Battallon along with the
Second esteblished a firm defensive ring sround MONTE CAVO,

the rogimentsl objsctive 4 June was GROTTAFEERATA, thres miles fare
thar up the road from MONTE CAVD, and st1ll about ten miles from ROME, .
over the £1at plain from thers the road ran dirsotly into the ‘sity. The ™
Pirat ard TRird Battalions atimoked abreast with the road as an axle,
jumping of £ at O500. ROCCA DI PAPA at the base of MONIZ CAVD was entered
without anmy resistsncs. JSoon troops were streaming down from-ths hills
moving openly up the road. A single enemy self-propelled gun harassed
the orossroad at ROCCA DI PAPA. Columns of black smoke, obviously de-
molitions, rose from the TIBER wvallay. Thab was =ll as far as ths ey
osould sse.

S o~
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SETCRET

The order %o ®procesd to EOME® came from Major Genersl Walksr. Om
Battallon was Yo be motorired as fast ss the trucks could get to them.
The Bscond Bettelion, reserve, was designated. -

v v o

A marked feoling of elation swept through the renks, Whers for days
the mon hed been plodding slowly in the faos af tough obstacles and firm
registance, puddenly & serlous break had oome and now they were hurrylng
up-right down the home astretsh. The goal of nins months bitter fighting =
the first of the Axis capitals - was this really the dayt :

Diviaion froops were in GROTTAFERRATA ot 0830, Xotorized wnits then
took the lead and foot elements followsd up ms rapidly as possible, Jesps,
trucks and hemvy guns moved up betwsen long lines of infantry stretohed
elong both sides of thw road. The townspeople enroute were out to urge
the soldiers on. (Children brought water, offered delicious rips sherries,
tos#ed pretty red roses. Churohbells rang.

i Colonsl Lynch vonferred with Brigsdier Oeneral ROBERYT I. BTACK, .h-’»

sistant Division Commander, at the public wquars in GROTTAFERRATL at 1015,
! The Regiment motorired would proceed through ROME to sn objsotive about
E five miles North of the city on Highway 2. : >

During the afterncon the Second Battalion edvancsd by wmotors toward
ROME. Part of the column helped the lgt Armored Division closing in on
Highway 7, & parsallel route.

The swift advancs left many stranded Germans on the flanks. The en-
exy suiped from the fields and farmhouses off the road. The mmbers of
them inoressed, until, in the ghslter of the eity suburbs, such motion
becams intense. Two incidentis in whioh Compeny LY figured serve to il-
lustrate,

In the afterncon the Third Battalion trucks were stopped along the

route of sdvamos. Traffic by this tim® had now begome common though it

] was known that suipers still lurked mearby. Suddenly the men in the con-
voy were wurned that & group of Germans were active around w house £ifty
yards from the road. Almost instinctively men from two 4runks, Jumped
to the soens, engaged in a brisk ten minute fight with the Germans, them
oaught them running and chased them into m olosed ares, Fiftesn (15)

-~ were killed, eight (8) woundsd and thirtsen (13) gave up, :

&%%T
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AL & stresat orossing on th® outskirts of RQOME, sbout thres miles
from the oenter, the Regiment was foroed to hold up wmtil snipers oould
be clesnsd out. Tiger tanks also blocksd immediate entry intoc the olty.
In the evening the First and 8econd Platoons of Company ®L® were sent out
to the right to search houses and pillboxes in the vicinity. After s
four hour exchangs of fire, Privste JEROME MIDDLEMAN, speaking German,
convinced & german Ceptain of his hopeless plight and talked him into
giving up with his men. Tho two pletoons brought bask thirty-eight (38)
ipoluding the Captain.,

At dark the Repgiment bedded down in that vicinity for the night, ex-
pecting to continuws on and pass through the olity early in the morning.
But it was to e wvery,very early in ¢h® morning. It appeared that the .
enamy would evaouate entirely from the oity shortly after darkness. Pos-
sibly delaying foroes would still b2 left behind. But, from cur point
of view, 1t was urgent to got on through and to maintain sontact with the
retreating foe. Accordingly, plans wers davelopsd for a motorized solumn
to begin the march at 0230, pass through the heart of the sity and oconw
tinue to the objeotive prevliously designated.

The scheme of a motoriged Infantry movement had been made familiar
before, A few armored and reocnnalissance veshicles would lead, followed
by the Battelion mounted on two-and-one-half ton trucks,. so organized and
preparad as to be able guickly to dismount and go into combst formation
upon conteet with the enemy. Bupportimg anti-tank, cmnnon and artillery
wsapons were to the rear realy to bs wnlimbared and brought into motion.

Afber dark n quistmess sstiled over the city. Even epsmy planes did
pot break the stillneas of the night. A cértain sotivity stirred, however,
the ocommand wrought the plans and conveyed them to subordinates. Captains
organizad their companies. ¥Tired ssrgeants roused slespy privates from
dosp but short-iived slumbers. A%t the appointed time the column begen %o
roll, An unfortumate oircumstancs cocurred soon after the siart that split
the dolumn and weakensd ite potential powsr for later mstion, In the
blaokness of the night and strangoness of the olty the lead slements took
the wrong strest at a fork in the road. The whole Bsoond Battalion follow-
ed and was lost before vontact could be regained., Whon this situation was
learned, Colonsl Lynch, after conferring with Majer Genersl Walker, who
was nlso in the column, determined to go on, hoping to meet the Sscond
Batislion before daylight or at the other end of town. ¥he Third Bate
talion was riding the artillery trucks, with their gun orews, and thus
was 8 reserve olsment, They now formed the maln infantry body in the
columm.
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The 1light of ithe moon that historic night was not bright., Buildings
and tress along the way cest doep shedows making sowe streets sz canyons.
The streets were desolate of 1lfe through the First parts. Broad avenuss
and largs modern buildinges wers impréssive aven in the dim light. Up one
wide sireet with & parkwsy in the center the first lights appsured. Thare
were three, and us the column passed, were ssen to be torches, Psople were
gathered on their baloonies, olapping and oheering with torebes blazing.
Through an erchway, past ancisnt buildings shrouded in an atwmosphere of
fentsay, past the saslly recognized COLLISEUM end on eocroes the YIBER the
columm fresly moved. By then daylight was appearing. 8t111 no smemy,

The column paused swhile beyond the well of Vetioan City on +the North-
wost slde of ROME, then oeutiously went on. It wes then ebout 0700, Fol-
lowing the column, &s the forward elements advanced, up thiz sams road
pourad trucks, tenke, guns, jesps, ambulsnoes, in an wnending stream of
the materisl of war,

Five milss Northwest of the olty, ss the lead tank rounded a turn in
the roed and beceames & target for exemy gunners, it was atruck and dis-
abled, While Colonel Lynch woent forward 4o dotermine the gowurce and
atrength of the enemy position, the Third Battalion was hastily called up
from the rear.

A% the first, & growp of about two gguads under Pirst Lisutenant
RAYMOND J. SCHLODER of Company ®I", who werse riding on an anti~alroraft
vehicle (this truck and tralled weapon were shortly destroyed and left
buwrning by enemy morters which soon pounded the area), dismowmted, going
to the left side of the road, and bogan frontally, under cover, to search
out the point of epsmy fire. They went down into a broad depression
which ren abt right angles to the road. ¥From a oluster of buildings on
high grownd on the far side s hail of mechine gun fire rained down on
First Lisutenant Schloderts group. They were thus pooketed by fire on mil
sides and foroed to remein there wntil, am the stiack of the battalioh
progressed, they were eble to aid materially by throwing in all the fire-
power they possessad.

Meanwhile at the head of the oolurm, while the Third Battalion wes
hurrying forward, enemy mortsars peppered the stalled vehicles mnd sunipers
psoked away on both sides. 4 sniper post was loonted in u large houss to

- the left., This wae & wealthy man's estete with considerabls grounds,

DECIASSZFIiﬁ}/PER EXLCUTIVE CRDER 1;356, Section 3.3/‘@9_22}_’0_[_2‘._
BYEE'/V-Q‘) NARA, Date__///_f/ffz‘ .

_ REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES S




DECLASS

—

When this was olsaned oub just before noon, dts fp-story window beoams
an excellient obgervation post whioch owr commanders, a party that scon in-
cluded Major General Walker, Brigadier Genaral Btask, Colonsl Lynch, Iieu-
tenant Golonel SAMUEL B. GRAHAM, Regimental Exscutlve Officer, Lieutenant
Colomsl JOHN ¥, GRBEN, 1324 Fleld Artillery Commandsr, snd a number of ar-
t11lery obesrvers, used to watch ami dirsot the progress of the saittack.

By this time it was apparemt that the Germane had a wellworganized
defensivs position. The group of buildings was the central point of the
recintence, Many mechine guns kept up s sustaining fire from there. Beve
sra]l anti-tank gung covered the rcad and they were using hesvyy mortars
with telling offect, Approaches to the position were barren and open,
affording good flelds of fire. ' : .

Given the miszsion of desgtroying this strongpoint, Lisubsnant Celonsl
¥ARVIE J. COYLE, Third Battalion Commandsy, ordsred Company "K" on & flank-
ing maneuver far to the right, to be followed by Company "L* echeloned %o
the right rear, ready to swing wide mnd strike at the rear.. The rest of
Conpany "I%, in reservo, wss pleced to give fire %o the front.

Captsin EDMUND C. SULLIVAN, Feavy Weapons Commander, placed his mor-
tars in a draw three hundred (300) yards to the rear of the house used as
an observation post. His mashine guns wore off to the lsft under cover,
The mechine guns laid a base of fire on the enemy?s right while the mortars
blanketed the houses on the enemy's laft,

Company ®E" got wway at 1100, working its way around far to the right
by a draw, (n the turn to flank the enemy, cdming out of the draw they
wore mot by withering, grering machime gun fire. BSensing the atitack, en-
emy morters dropped down into tho draws 4n anii-iank gun opsnsd up on
the 1sad platoon. Into the open fislds the company beoams scatbersd.
geveral becems casualities inoluding Captein JOSEFH F. EDELEN, and Lieu«
tenant Colonsl Coyle, who was in the thick of the fire. DBut determinately
the mon atill inohed their way forward. :

Thres houses, separate from the others snd first to bo encowntered,
wore a particular sore spot., BSseing this, Company "N" poured .down its
mortar fire heavily, Artillery was added, (Company "E® reached the
sheltered side of the first house, only to be driven off by our own orash-
ing artillery and morter fire. Compeny "E"'s radio feltered. Communication
wes oute Only by sight from the cbservation post, which realirzed what
was happening, was the final asssult timed,
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During the attack the machine gums of Company "M" sxpended Twenty
thousand (20,000} rounds and the mortars lst loose olght hundred fifty
(860) rownds, burning out four (4) mortar tubss. A group of First Lieu-
tenant Schloder's men, gtill locked in their tight poaltion, reared up
snd helped the mssault with their added fire,

The lmst barrage was followed by the Second Platoon of Company “E¥
which raced past an sbandoned anti-tank gun end begen systematicelly
clesning cut the houses one by ons. In this last phase of the tight Ccom-
peny "L® wan ordored to pass through Compeny K" end continue, Lieute-
nant Colonel Coyle, who was out in front with Compeny "E™ war wounded by
machine gun fire and returmed to the Command Post asking for more men,
¥ore from Company “I® were sent forward, but befors sithsr of thess eould
be accomplished the enemy broke. Compeny "E® was in the town. Company
®L% followed up end cleared the main street,

By 1700 all resistance hal beon overcoms. Seven (7) TPim Anti-Tenk
gums, twenty-five (25) machine guns, and o numbey of mortari were des—
troyed. Thirty (80) men snd three (3) officers were teken prisoner, an
egtimated Pifty (50) were dead. Biggest prize was a truckload of del-
leious oheeses, anchovies, tuna fisgh and chooolate of which the viotors
meke o Toast. .

Thus the Third Battalicn with scund technigue and ski1lful ooordina-
tion of mzseult end supporting umits, and by agpressive motion routed the
enemy’s well situated And strongly defended obstacie. After the fighting
ceansed our own armored units passed through and beyond making further sde
vanses theat evening,

At 1930 the Piret and Seoond Battalions moved off 4o atteck toward
an objective at PO4BT718. This wes reached by 2300 without resistanoe,
There the Regiment blvouasked for the night, - ’

-

&

The followlng dey, & June, the Regiment, in Division resorve, remsine
ad in thet area prepared to move on an hours notioe,” That CIVITAVECCHIA,
on ths ovest forty (40) miles Horthwest of ROME emd principsl port of
ROME, would be the next Division objsotive, wng explained. The advance
was plarnned along mecondary roads to HRACCIAND, MANZIANA, thence on tha
lateral roed to CIVITAVECCHIA, Plarmned phase lines called for the objecw
tive to be reached on 9 Jums 1844, ’
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On the 6th, the 143rd Infentry leading the Division advance, resched
the shores of Lake ERACCIAND. An armored Regiment of the lat srmored Divin-
sion, having com® in column alohg another route, was slao there. During
the night of 6=7, by foot~march spd by motors, our Regiment moved up into
acsembly poeitions in the vicinity of P540780, a distance of thirtesn (13)
miles, olosing in at 0430 in the morning. Ensmy plsnes were frequently
ovay the polum, and strafed soms, without effect,

At 0800 the PFirgt Babtnlion was trucked forward to the area held by
the 143rd Infantry at sovordinates F520875, Trucks of the Cannon snd Al
Tank Companies brought up the Second and Third Battalions by shuttle move-
ment as rapldly as possible, The armored Regiment moved out at 0500 to-
ward BRACCIANO snd along the roed due North from there, By 1000, when the
First Batielion, 142d Infantry, was ready to pass through the 143rd Ine
fantry and continuww the attack, BRACCIANO had been tai®n with only minor
resistance,

The First Battalion dismounted at the road junetion West of BRACCIAND
at F453911, assembling for an attack cross-gowntry to the junctiom of the
lateral road to CIVITAVECCHIA at F433933. It waz known that soms enamy
was in that area. Qently rolling hills with mederately forrested tracta
characterized the lendscape, Hardly had the leed companies, A" and "g"
started from assembly posltions when contast was made with the emnemy,

The guick-fire of German Spandeus (machine guns) and machine pistols sig~
neled thelr pressnce, Both parties, however, were surprised, as appar~
ently they had been in closs proxlmity to each other bsing awars of it.

The enemy, consisting of three (3) deplsted sompanies of the 39th.
Luftwafls Reginent of ths 20th Luftwaffe Division (air force growmd umits),
without mortarg, without artillery, without snti-tank suppors, but with
plenty of bicyoles, was no matoh for our First Battalion, Ip x-short
time the wholw of the unit of about tws hiundred {200) men wes destroyed.

A German of floer stated that the outfit had left DERMARK ten (10) days
before and had had the misslon of preparing this ground for defensive
poaitien, for which ho had only completed reconnaissance, Our boys had &
fisld day, teking priscners and bioyclas. '

After the objectlve at the road Junction was reached there followsd
e memorshle twenty-thres {23) mile motor march to the outlying vieinity
of CIVITAVECCHIA. Arownd 1700 word was received that elemsnts of the 34th
Infentry Division (proceeding up Highway 1) weps in CIVITAVECOHIA, -

F
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" The Third Batislien was then mounted on 132nd Pield Artillery trucks, and
with reconnkissance vehioles leading, the motorissd colwm, boldly sped over
the winding rond. fThere were many placeas where good defensive positions or
an epbush might heve bsen prepared enrpute but the ensmy had fled. Fumerous
bridgss were left inteoct. Yhrough the hill towns of TOLFA snd ALLUMIERE,

the citigens gulekly gethored to Jine the stresets sud give thesge firet
Americans a rousing welooms., The columm olosnd into & deep drew to the Forth-
oast of CIVITAVECCHIA at 2100 and oontect was mades with the 34th Division.
During ths night the remainder of th» Reginent was brought 4o this eree.

7o demonatrate how swiftly this advance had bssn, in the early hours of the
next morning, our own sircraft attecked the Regimsnt in ite bivouac, sus-
peoting the group 4o be flseing Germans, Friendly signals were quiskly

given and the eotion osesed. Bhortly after, mnother plene patrol waz about -
to make the gems mistake when e timely signel was recognized. ...

The Regiment mow passsd to Diviaion regerve and given an upportm:ity
to rest and bathe du.ring the interval.

The 36th Division pasned through the 34th Division and pushed on up
the coagt taking TARQUINIA and MONTALTO. At noon on the 10th the 142nd In-
fantry closed into an agsembly ares East of CAPALBIO, off Highn.y 1 to ths
Hﬁrthn

The 141st Infantry hed been sdvancing up Highway 1 and were at a point
in the viocinity of the roed Junotion at E781271. It was expecitod that by
the morning of the 1lth they would be at the road junotion of Highway T4
and Bighway l. When that was sccomplished It was plsmed for the 142nd Ine
fentry to prooceed ix two motor colwme, one East of Highway 74 o mcxm
where 1t was to make ocontast with the French coming from PITIGLIANO; the
gsoond to go Horth on the road to MAGLIANO, SCANSAND, POGGIOCAVALLD to :
GROSSETO, the Dlvision objeotlve. .

However in the morming the l4lst Infantry was hoid up in the hills at
E7T0276, miles short of Highway 74. This resistance they were attempting
to emvelop around the East flank which looked 1iks an a1l day jJobe Both
the 141zt and the French were in contact with s new German divislon, the
162nd.

A now plan for thy Repglmont was to attack up the valley throwh
CAPALRIO, themse generally Worthwost along the DELLA RADICATIA stream bed,
sorose Highway 74 to #0lge MAGLIANO. A platoon of tank dsstroysrs (four),
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a platoon of tapks (four), and a platoon of sngimssrs were attached for
this wmiassion.

At the battalions were in resdiness, the attack got off# shortly after
the Colonelts order was issuesd. Second Battalion formed the advance guard
and moved astride the road Yo CAPALEIO. Jobile reconnalzsance units went
into the town without resistance, but beyond it ran into the ensmy wnder ;*J
cover on the hill to the Wesi of the valley running Norihwest tron the to'n.

Exosllent observation was had from the town 1tsslf, whisk u an an-
eisnt landmark, is & oluster of stone bulldings set on the top of a'hills -
Artillery obgservers used this to good advaniage, lookin; out mr the pnth
of advence.

Company *I™ as right flank security had the mission of olur!ng Hi11 5
425 (EB889324) and was on it, When the preassnce of ths enemy to the front
was realized Company ®I™ was told to hold Hill 425 and orgmi:e for do-
, fense,

JESUORSR

Single rounds of enewy artillery begax to fall on the town.

Colorel Lynch called for a coordinated atteck of the Seocond and Third
Dattaliona from aggembly ereas in the vicinity of CAPALBIO. The spemy waa
sxpeoted to bo in the woods nsar ths pesond Battalion objeotlve, Fill 283
(E832330)¢ The Third Battallon, on the right, was to take Fill 233 (BBE9S58),
prepared to swing to the left or Wost to envelop sny opposition in the geo-
ond Battallon ssctor. First Battalion, in ressrve, would follow the Third
at six hundred (600) yards. The attack jumpsd off at 1600. The Beoond Bate .
talion ran lato the trouble anticlpateds From the cover of woods st the 54
base of the hill enemy machins guns and mortars opensd up. An snemy anti-
tank gun also fired. PFrom bohind & small rise our own tanks and tsnk LT
stroyers sided ‘hha fight.

a

s il WF

fhe action of Sscond Lisutemant JOSEPE M, D'AVIts platoon (Gm@w ")
highlighted the Second Battalion atteck. 4 ditch marked by & line of trees
and dense wunderbrush waeg bohind the Imoll at EB8683519. In the approaching,
the platoon enmsountersd a hoxvy morbter concentration. Returning, the pla=-
toon in line worked lts way over open ground by a slight deproassion to with-
in thirty (50) yards, then charged with bayomet, firing as they ren. The
platoon was foroed to enter the ditech through a single brsak in the sorud

i ki —
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brush fenos befors it. A great store of enemy weapons inoluding plastols,

machine gunas, basookas and rifle grensdes liitsred the ditoh. 7The plsatoon

remained wntll ordersd to withdraw behind the kmoll for the night. 8Sec-
oud Lisutenent D'avi watohed hias men lesve one by ono mt the exit, but
around back of the knoll it was disoovered that seven (7) were absent,
Btal'f Serpeent ARTHUR FERRAULT, was aent back to oheok the diteh. Proe
bably the asven had lost contact on the sxtreme right and had not rew
ceived the order. In the twllight Steff Sergeant Perrault was amaged to
mest Private First Class CLIFTON N. DAVIS, with the other men comlng to
the rear, a broad grin on hie faco, leading ssventy-nins (79) ensmy
prisoners. Theme had spproached Private Pirst Cluss Davis® position from
out of the wheat fields to give themselves up jJust before durk. In the
night thirteen (13) more were sdded and by morning the battalion toll was
one hundred twentyw-six {126), The fight in the Bscond Battalion seotor
was thug & sharp ome which lastsed untll darkness brought & halt,

The next morning, 12 Juns, the® #nemy had dreswn back. Qurs was e
long march over the denasly covered hills to the edpge of the flat ground
before Eighway T4, That evening m reconnaissance party ran ento seversl
German tanks arcund & houge mear Highway T4. Owr tanks and denk desw
troyers went out to engage them, destroying two {(2).

Barly the 13th the First snd Sscond Battallons moved out scrpes the
flatland, and scross the ALDEGA stream, By 1450 they were fighting a-
round MAGLIANO, end the batile gtiffensd during the lats afternoon. The
town, strongly defended, was surrounded by & forty (40) foot wall,
{ompany "F%, mounted on tanks and tank destroyers, wma sent to seize tie
town. Firet Lisutensnt CHARLES W. GARRHAM'z platoon wes assigned the
migpion of forolng an ontry lnte ths town and softening up the dsfensee.
Finding the South gate and Basi wall well zuarded he mansuvered to +the .
North wall where he found no entrance but the wall had been laft wnguard-
ed, Finding o ladder, he fearlessly led his men over the wall and moved
asross the roofse of the buildings., Hand grenades thrown with sffect on
two ensmy machine gun positions arouged the ensmy garrison and e hard -

ten-hour street fight ensusd before the town was finally clearsd. Tochnie

eal Berpeant JESSE W, BEWLEY, Platoon Sergesant, and Staff Sergeant EXf=
NETH W. PATTERSON, Squad Serpeant, distinguished themaslves during the
fight by loorting and dispersing enemy machins gun nesta.

The Pirst Battalion held up that night on the hills Fortheast of
¥AGLIAKO and pleced a road block on the road to BCANSAND., The Becond
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Battalion, less Company "F", stopped on the slopes of PASIO BACCINO to
the Wost of the town. The Third Battallon, brought up during the late
aftornoon, sssembled on & wodsd Imoll South of the town and prepared
to pess through and continue the Regimental atteck the following morme

- ing however, the Germans were atill entrenched in the hills to the Wast
snd to the North.

Colomsl Lynoh ordersd an atitesk to selize Hills 153 (E765483) and
202 (H776495) because thess cverlooked the intended route of advanes,
Hill 153 wus the objective of the Third Battalion on ths left, The First
Battalion, from positions near the road, was to take Hill 202, A
fifteen (15) minute artillery preparition preceding the attack began at
1245, FPlarcs machine gun fire hit the Third Battaliouts lsft flank whioh
Company "L" waz leading. The battellon moved forward in the face of the
bitter fire while our own mortars conesnirated on the enemy machins gun
' positions. The day was hot and artillery fire had set the dry grass s~
blage in the routse ol advance,:

In the bheat of the battles Steff Bergeant BDMER 1., WISE, 34150846,

! Baton Rouge, Iouisierne, Squed Leader of Company "LY, performed heroi-

) eally with amaeing sgility and initiative. Whils his platoon was pin-
ned down by intensge fire, he with three (3) others went out into the

: fire-swept area to bring a wounded buddy to safety, Peroelving a German
officer and two (2} men atiempting to flank his unit, he worked into
position to engape them, killing all three. Later he obteined and fired
s rifle groenads lauwncher vpon ememy positions osusing them to Llae,
Other fire from the front and left flank was beyond the range of his

: tormy gun, #0 he obtained a BAR, end neutralized the frontal fire, mllow-

.- ing his men to move forward sand capture the orew. He holdly olinbed on
a tapk which was in support of the operation, remedied & stoppage in
the turret machime gun, and fired seven hundred and fifty (760) rounds in-
to the enemy's positions, inflicting numerous ocasualties, npeutralising
their fires, and sllowing the battallon 4o continue,

The Third Battalion took Bill 153, +then went on to Eill 163 fur=
ther up, There they sat down o a hot supper whioh the Germanz had pre-
pared, prior to their withdrawal, Bealdes the number of killed and
wounded ths Third Battalion took sixty-sipght (68) prisomers in this en-
gagement) and the Pirst Battalion had reached its objective at 1500,

BEnomy resistence arownd MASLIANO was now smashed.

/!
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Thet night the 36lst Infentry Regiment, eoming into the line amd
swinging far to the West toward MONTIANG, pinched out the 1424 Infgntry.
Our First Battalion organizdd on Hill 202 and remsined there in reserve
until morning. The Second end Third Battalions pulled back for a munh
needed pause begide the ALBEGNA stream. The Pirst Battalion followed in
ths moraing, 15 June,

On ths eveninp of the 17th ths Regiment moved to an area msar GROSSETO
wheye Division troops hed by this time advenced.

A very speclal trest was in gtore for the Regiment the following efe
tsrnoon. XNo less a personage than the Firgt Boldier of the prmy, Goneral
GEOROE C, MARSHALL, Chief of Btaff, U. 8. srmy, peid s visit. Gensrel
Karshall, with Colonel Lymch, toured the Pirst and Third Battalion aress,
talked with the iroops amd inspected bivouass. The General was esoom~
panied by Lisubspant General JACOB 8. DEVELS, Deputy Commspder in Chief,
¥editerranean Theater of (Operstions, Allled Armiem; Lieubtenant Gensral
MARE W. CLARK, Commarding Gensral, Fifth Army; Msjor Gepsral DAVID BARR,
KATOUSA+ mnd Mejor Genersl THOMAS T. HANDY, Assistant Chief of Staflf,
Ge3, War Department Gensral Steff.

North of GROSSETO Highway 1 follows & broad walley, turns to the West
aod runs to the coest nenr FOLIOIICA. Several deep canels drain the val-
ley immedietely ¥orth snd bridpge sites ar® numrous. While the 142nd In-
fantry Regiment wes in reserve, Division troops hed had slow progress in
the hills %Yo the Fortheast, but by the 20 June Highway 1 was sscured on
the right flenk up to the Junction of Highway 73. On ths morning of 20
Juns the Pirst Bettalion, 142nd Infentry moved by motor to aszsembly arens
at the base of the hills at BE76755. From there at 1630, in conjunction
with an attack by the Second Battalion, 143rd Infantry on the right (to
soize high ground North of Highway 1 st GIUNCARICO - P540822), the Pirst
Battalion moved out asross the wvalley to esize high grownd 3just South of
Highway 1, prooeeding on to objeotive CALDANA ~ F§981. Two large canals
had to b8 orossed but 1t was found that these were not great obstasles ex-
ceph for vehicles, whiech had to walt until bridges could be installed,

The Bocond end Third Battalions marched ffom GROSSETO to asssmbly posi-
tione, then followsd the advance of the First Battalion; the Second Babw
talicn scheloped to the left rear, and the Third Bettallon to the ripght,

1ead elements of the First Battallon reached CALDANA by 0330, 21
June, without opposition. Italien partisans alded as guldes and gtated
that the enemy wes retréating about five (5) miles away. The chass was
warping and evidences of the enemy's nAarness inoreased. After a brief
pause, the First Battalion pushed on through the hill towmn of RAVI and
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then North to the ridge near GAVORRARD. Golng over the orest of the last
hill overlooking GAVOREAND a splendid view of the whole broad valley be-
low was obiained, Hers at ths Obwervation Post that was established at
1500, Colonel Lynch sighted snemy infantry moving Forth on the small roads
leading off Highway 1. Horse drewn artillery was alsc seen Fortheast of
the troops. BEffective arfillery was consentrated upon those targets for
a period of two hours, That night the Repiment ssitled in the wioinity
of GAVORRARO, the Third Battalion reaching Hill 242 at B487858,  The
Regimental Command Post ocoupled Fascist hesdquarters in GAVOREANO, a
fine building in a ¢lean and prosperous town high on the side of the hill,

The plan for the morning oalled for the 1424 Infantry to follow the
143rd Infantry, now at Hill 247 (E483887), Weat slong the ridge o seize

- pbjective at E385913. Nemrly the whols day was lont as the 1435rd failsd
- o gat wnder way, boing held up by & few tanks, Major General Walker

visited the Command Poast at 1400 and directed the 1424 Infantry to take
over the misxion of the 143rd, to move at onos,

By evening the Regimen't, less the Becond Batfaliun (mnad.nihg in

‘roserve near RAVI), orossed Highway ) onto the hills on the othar side,

prepared to continue on down the ridge at d&ylight. o

With the Third Battalion working along the ridge lime and the First
Battalion on the lower slopes to the left, the Regimsnt swept alomg to-
ward ita objeotive, Extremsly heavy briﬂsh made the advancs very slow
and exhausting for the zen, The First Battalion scrappsd with the enemy
cncs or twipe and drove groups of them headlong im flight.

That evening was ollmaxed with a crossing of the roed net and stream
at 4090, A piatoon Commanded by Plrst Lieutenant GEORGE D. HOOEER of
Gompany "B", wam sent forward to secure two bridges vitally nesded o
faoilitates the orossing. Mortar fire from ths hills on the opposite side
atruck the platoon killing Flrst Lieutenaut Hooker. The platoon resshed
and found the first bridge intact, but the enemy 4id get the sepond.
Howaver, before morning a ford was found whioh enablsd all types of ve-
hicles to oross, The battalions closed into their objectives in the
early hours of +b$ morning.

With 1ittle slesp, and after resupply had been made, ths chass was
agaln regumed, using the secondary rosd running Northwest to SUVERETO as
axis of advanos. The Third Battalion hal & brief stiff fight for the’
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hills between the road fork at V3885 whore on the top the spoil of what
hed beon a Gorman Regimental Command Post was taken. Yhe ensmy delayed
by blowing another bridge =t the roed fork, but egain, a quiok resonnais-
sance looated amother erossing. Pushing on up the reoad, the Flrst Battal-
ion gained finael objectives at Hill 162 (V343904) and Hill 186 (V325893)
with soms oppoeition encountersd there. The men wers worn with fatigue at
this stage, yob ono more opsration lay before them. 4n attesk swinging
Horthweat to BELVEDERE, above SUVERETO, and North to SASSETA dbegan at 1200,
25 Jung, with the Becond Batitalion lesding. Hill 1014 at V335922 end Hill
J01B at V327925 were the flrst and second cbjectives, respectively. 7Twe
susceseive stream srossings afforded good defensive positions for the en-
emy. Enemy artillery, firing in battery concentrations, was frequent snd
enamy tanks were active. Q(pns menased an Amportant bridge at y3522625, and
Just before dark attempted to knook it out by direct fire but falled to do
this sffectively. By nightfall, after & hard fight, ths Sesoond Battalion
had taken the second objective,

Our sudden relief from the line by the 442nd Regimegtal Combat Teax
wee completed at 08600 mext morning, 26 June. But It was grestly weleomed,

“~Tootsore and weary as they were after this long gruslling maroh, GROSSETO,

where the march began was now forty (40) miles behind, and it had been a
stendy, continuous march, over hill and walley, through prickly brush in
exhausting heat, with several sharp sngagemsnts on the way. But now with
esgerns a8 they dould look forward to seeing the ROME they hed but glimpsed
in pessing through.

June was thus packsd with more sctlon than any previcus month of the
Regimental History. In respects it was not as bard or bititer becauss it
was moyre pucceaeful. The Regiment played s major rols in the final over-
whelming asseult on the portals of ROME, end from {here joined the chase
which spoedily rolled ths ensmy forces back and which waz still in progross
when the relief was effected. New problems of organization, of comtrol
and of supply were continually belng emcountered and dealt with, Humen
energles were exisndsd to the limit, But now we who have partioipated .
may be Justly proud, yss, and thenkful too, for the unbroken seriss of

viotories that attended the way. -
Lrvtectrt &€+ ,&%

RICHARD A, HUFF
gtaff fergeant, 1424 Infantry
Author.

v
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i) Mm.mg, LUKD INPANTRY
AePe0s #3 3 Te Sa m
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SUBJECT: Commander's Comments for Opefations in Juns, 19hk.
70 : pommanding Officer, li2nd Infantry,

1., 131 May the mission was to tike the mountain range North of
VELIETHT and the high peak across the saddie on the southern end of the
gountain, E Qompany with a platoon of heavy machine puns fram § Cospany
35 totake the peak, reorganize and hold tha objective until relieved by I
triendly tyoops. . They ran into heavy snemy resistance, the snémy holda
two houses sitnated on the peak of the rise, after driving the enemy from
the houses and the top of the cgeak,_s Company. fought off several counter-
abtacks during the day. Divect fire from enemy self propelled guna were
used in these counterattecks against Company ¥.  when E Company was Tee
lisved gt A00, they started their return to the Battaliem.

2¢ 1 Juns this Battelion was given the mission to take MT, SFINA
and surrouwnding srea. Col. 4DMER gives Company G the mission of 44
WP, SPINa, Cowpany F to take the hill to the right. Company ¢ took thelir
objective withowt any major difficulity. F Company encountersd difficul-
ity in obtaining their objective due to enemy heavy machine gun fire and
the density of the underbrush on the steep slope. In order %o asgist F
Company, E Company wias moved to F'a lelt flank and gave them assistance
in taking the objectlve., Col. ZNMER was wounded by flak from an enemy
anti-aircraft weapon which was placing harassing fire on this patisglions
position. Wajor MIDILETON assumes conmand of the Battalion.

3. 2 Juna Battalion received ordeys that Third Battalion would make
en attack ab 1ih5. we wars to follow Thinrd Battalion ab 600 yards soross
the valley to the North. after crossing the wvalley the Seconda Battalion
gwung o the lef} abreast of Third Batialion with NT'. MASCHIO DRILE FARIR
our objective. ILitile opposition was encountered throughout the day snd
:ﬁ; objective was siszed at 1740, the position organized and cccupied that

ke 3 Juns the mission was Yo take MT. CAVQ, this 4s & conical shaped
peak, a large stone building, which mas & hotel prior to the war, snd a
garden house. The two bulldings ere located on the highest poin% with a
stope wall approximately elght foot high encireling both, The lowsr part
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of the mountain is covered with thick bushas up to within about fifty yards
of the walls. All adding up to an idesl defensive position. Major MIDDLETON
orders F énd § Companies &s the assaulting companies, E in reserve. As the
draw at the foot of the mountain is crossed F Company moves over for flank
protection and E Company comes through to & position abreast of G. The
asgaulting companies fight thelr way up the alope until they reach the open
area sround the wall. At this point they were compelled %o stop due to in-
tense small arms fire of the enemy, who had an excellent fisld of fire and
the protection of the wall and houses. Our troops were to closa to the ob-
Jective to employ artillery support: Major MIDDLEMOM sends & redic measage
to Regiment requesting tanks or tank destroyers be moved up to & position
from which they can give assistance and supporting fire to the troops in the
fikal asssult,. whille awaiting an answer & platoon of i y G 1= sent out
o1 & reconnissance patrol around to the rear of the objective, they return
with the information thet the wall &t the rear of the building is slipghtly
lower, the approach to the wall at this point is not so steep and the concaz 1-
mant, 38 better, An mnawer is recelved from Regimemt that it would be im-
possitle to move the tanks forward in time for their use to be practical,
The decision is then reached t0 lay & moriar barrage on the objective and
have a platoon of Company G at the rear of the objective to male the sssanit
when the barrage 1s lifted, with squads on each side of the position hurling
hapd grensdes over ths wall to atiract the enemys attention whils Company G
makes the mssault with supporting machine gun and rifle fire. This plan was
carriesd out and when the interior was cleared of the ensny and reorpanization
of the Batialion was completed, 1t was discovered thal not a man of the
Battalion war wounded or ldlled in this final essauit. The talkdng of this
high ground broke the last enemy stronghold on the valley tbat leads to ROME.

g, L and 5 June purswit and ing up operations were combipued against
the ensmy. On the 5th ths Battalion ths advance of the Regimert through
BOME arriving 4n the city sbout OLOOD. Moved on through ROME to assenbily ares
near PORCARECCIA. )

6. 6 June Battalion received orders to move by marching t0 an area near
CADUTA.
\

7. 7 June Battalion recaived orders to be motorized and move slang Righe
way Humber 1, behind the First Battalionm which wis leading the in

a motorized tactical move. It was necessary at one polnt to dimmount trucks
and clear &n ares of enemy swsll arms fire, When the miesion was sccomplished
tha Battalion entrucks and moves along Higlway Number 1 to & bivouzc area near
Clvitavecchin. we remain there the Bth and $th of June.

8. 10 June Battalion received orders to entruck at 1200. Battalion

moved up Highway Number 1 and detruck ab assemlily ares near CASETA DI
where we spend the ndght. ) .
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9. 21 jJuns the mission of this Battalion was to take the high ground
abott one mdle North of the tosn of CAPALRI0. Durdng this attack we sur-
prised the enemy in their assembly area. Thelr mission, &8 obtained from
prisoners, was to recapture the tomn of CAPALBIO. The forward elementa of
E Company contacted the enemy and were within one hundred yards of their
assembly arda before the enemy realized that we had advanced troops that
close to them. with a supporting fire of 8lmm mertars, 60mm mortars, tanks
and tenk destroyers one company of the snemy was destroyed. ‘fotal prisoners
taken 115, and epproximately L0 dead and wounded, Due to the sccurate fire e
of supporting weapons very few of the Battelions troops were used in de
stroying the snemy.

10. 12 June the Battalion continmued the attack to the North and very
little opposition was encountersd throughout the day.

11, 13 June the mission of taking the tom of MAGLIANO was #iven this
Battallan. The troops moved wp fram the south towards the town, through
open Iields where it was necessary to kepp them desployed and cross & stream
under fire from enemy tanks., The enexy had delzying groups in strategic

- spots throughout this ares. with the use of 4ank wupport the Batialiom
zoved on wp to the edge of the tovm. MAGLIANO is surrcunded by a hkigh stone
wall with towers located an the wall at intervals. Major MIDDIETON ssaign-
ed Company ¥ to-take the town, E and G Companies the high ground SE of the
town, Enemy resistance is extremely stiff inside the town against F Comparg
The objectivemars taken after & day and night of hard fighting. This obe
jective was important due to it furnishing the enemy & well protacted and
well located observation post.

12. 1h to 17 June was spent in assembly area reorganizing and cleaning
equipment, Lt. Col. David P. Faulkner joined the Battalion in this area and
assumes command, Movement orders were recelved and executed the night of
the 17th. The Battalion clesing intoc an assexbly area one mile South of
grossetto by AP0,

13, 18 and 19 Juns On alert for movement condition was maintained
throughout this period.

14, 20 June movement was made to an assembly area about elght miles
North of Grossetto., A night movement was started about 2100 from the new
area moving to another assemhly svea yest of Righway Number 1, cord. Sh7-
786, Map 128, sheet IV.

15, 71 June the Battalion recelved an order o sieze the town of QATDANA
and +the high ground Nw of BAVI. TVery little opposition was encountersd. At
1300 the pattelion was in possession of CATDANA. Contlming the attack the
second objective was siezed by Company G The remainder of the Battall
moved into an assembly area between Company G and the fown. :
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. 16. 22 and 23 June the Battalion was &lerted for movement and moved
ths evening of the 23rd to &n assembly avea vieinity of (89-42) E. From
this point the movemant was continued under cover of darkness to an sssem.
bly area wicinity of (89-38) E.

17. 2 June Battalion ss Regimental reserve moved behind the Firet
Battedion and into an asgemlily area vicinity (387-898), Map 119, Sheet II.

18. 25 June the Battalion passed through the Flrst Battalion and
attacked at 2230, ms the leading Battalion of the Regiment. The mttack
was launched from positions in front of the hill mass at (345~BB9) Map 119,
Sheet I7. Objectives were the two #10L hills to ocur west and #1131 ndil.
After bhese we would sieze the tomn of Belvedere and the high ground Nw of
it. Companies F and § with machine gun platoons of Company H abttached to
each were the assault companies. Company F on the left. Prior to the attack
the Battelion 0. P. was shelled by hostile artillery. The Battalion Antl
Tank platoon which was going into positicn to the left of the 0. P. re-
ceived & portion of this fire, kKilling the platoon sergeant, wounding two
other men and dsmaging a truck. After the taking of the first objective
this 0. P. was vacated and five mimates later two direct hits were placed o
on it, Company F moved forward about 600 yards when it was stoppsd Ly snemy
machipe gun fire from the South portion of Hi1l 101. Artillery fire was
laid down on this enemy along with scourate mortar fire from Gompany H.
Thic enabled Company ¥ to reach its objective. Coapany G encountered no
opposition. Contimuing the attack to capture the second 101 hill the
assault companies moved out &t 1715. Both were stopped by enemy machine
mﬁm after moving forward about 500 yards. while amaiting assisting

5,two enemy tanks appeared and ehellsd the poeltiomm that bad Just been
vacated by Company F. Battalion oslled for artillery fire on the tanks and
they withdrew when this fire was received. The attack progressed and the
secand objective was in our hands by dark. JIn this ration the action of
the Battalion saved ome large bridge andsucceeded In kesping the enemy fram
doing any great damage to another. Two tanks and four tank destroyers were
attached for thie attack tub were unalile to move forward in tims to be of

great assistance.

19. 26 June Battelion was relleved by elements of the 3ith Divislan.
The Battalion was moved to & rest areg.

Conclusion:

Durdng the month the most oubstanding lesson derived ls to use il
supporting weapons to assist the rifle unite to perform their job.

It is felt that greater training betwsen Infantry, Tanks and Tank

Destroyers is ixperative.
« F :
I%%COI., s,

Commanding 2nd Bn.
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HBADQUARTERS
OFE EUNIRED FORTY SECOND INFANTRY
AFO # 36, U. 5. SRMY

OPERATIONS IN FRANCE FCR THE MONTH OP AUGUST 1544

A hupdred small cral't bobbed up and down in the bluee Meditsrremsan
within a thousend yards offshore, welting. Hwundreds of other vogrels,
large and small, were in the vioimlty, each with an assigned Job to per~
forme-soze laylng-to in a aspecified position, as transports sfficlently
lowering away their content, or the big gray hulls of naval armor meth~
odically pounding tergetz on the shorelimps, great blask clouds of smoke
following the flamewspurts and deal'sning roar of shipst! broadsides.

Little borts with business to do, moved about on the scems, outting crisp
white wakes in the bright sunlight of esrly aftermoon. Strange and ugly
looking creft with countless recks of ironm piping on deck sdged slowly
forward, an important mlasion resting in tholir handss ILooking toward

shore from the sea, off to both right and leoft, spectacular white streamers
of smoke fanmed out in clusters as phosphorus smoke shells burst in ths ain
Billows of smoke poured from floating pots laid to form e protectlve screen.
out of this hare s sanly oolored glow with patches of green dimly outlimed
th® hills which ross from the ses on the right, A large fire marked the
horizon, Faint gray objects imdicated the towsr of an airport and a eea~
aide hotel, while a church ateeple snd a mumber of bulldings maried the
site of a towne

The three thousend men in the hundred amall oraft watched all thie
with amxious interest.  That is, if in their orowded stations they could
got to the boat rail to see. GSome sat quistiy on the floor, keeping their
thoughts to themselves, To compare, this was a momont tense with expecta-
tion, as when the orowd ey2s the opening kickoff to an important football
combmst bask home. Bub far more was at steke here and what was being en-

scted would be written in history's pagss. Southern FRANCE was belng in-
vaded,

SECRET

2

DECLASSIFILD PER Erarrivr CRD

P ER 12356, s E:
B}’ E/ S—w } ection 3.3 T‘ f
LZ\MNARA bare_/ [/ 7/ % }J) z-

R

I A ¢ e




RED BEACE lay straight shead. The hundred small oraft in three groups
spaped at intervals formed the Battallion assault teams of the 142d Infantry.
The tims peared 1400, 2 Hour, when the first wave would hit RED BEACH. 4t
pracisely two minutes before that hour the ugly oraft with the racks of iron
piping were due to let loose & last and terrific over-powering preparstion,
firing 1,000 roskets a boat~el4 of thom-w within the two minutes time onto
the beach defenses, Then on scheduled ordor, the first wave and the next
and g0 on would surge forward and astorm the cosstsl aree.

% Hour pagsed with the boats atill idly weiting., More tisme elepsed.
Yow it was epparent that something was wrong. The Colonel commanding, from
his command poet in one of the small boats, radiced the leading Battslion
4o find out the reason for the delay. 8ocon the word came buck that the
drope boats, amall redic-controlled bosts £111sd with explosives and sme
ployed as final detonations W elear a path through the enemy's underwater
obetenles, were deatroyed or out of contrel. Some mechanism hed failed and
the boats were left stranded in the vory path the assault uniis hed to come.
And 50 it was that the whole plan for landing wes held up.

foon another message camo from the First Battelion, resding, "Wy are
landing on GREEN BEACH". Hed there been a migtal® in encoding the mossaget
Didn't they moan RED BEACHY The redio was asksd 4o oheck again. No, the
anawer repeated, "We are lsnding on G-R-E=E¥ BEACH.

Up froot the fleet of small oraft woere definitely turning to the right.
Shortly & maval spokesman came alongsids and with megaphome smpoumsed, “go
sre landing on GREEN EEACH".

To most in the landing team the resson for this was not then clesr.
But to those who knew and realired what the change involved it was a wel-
ocome rellef.

A landing on (RBEF EEACH had boen considered in the pre-invasion
planning and ite possiblility was termed an Alternpate Plan. Already it had
been sacured and the barrage balloons hovered overbssd. Bounde® by a rocky
wall which wes aloss«in to the bsach proper it hed been chosen for its very
unlikeliness as the place to forad the first beashbead of the Division.
Bitting &t 0800 in the morning, two Batteliona of the 141zt Infantry fole
lowed by the antire Regiment of the 143rd Infaniry with supporting elemsntis
hed reduced the besach defensss and gained their rirst objectives with an
smering degroe of success and a minimum of casualties.
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RED BSACH was the obvious place to land in this occastml ssotor and
its defenses had been stoutly organized by the epdmy. A broad sandy beaokh
was noar the small port of BTLRAFHAEL and the town of FREJUS. Acosss to
it was ompential for the guick follow-up of suppliea and eguipment which
nust accorpany any invaslon fores, and in this partioular facilitate the
intendsd drive of the Army Horﬂ:mest in the ARGENS ri'rar valley to out off
the ports of TOULON amd MMRSEILLES,

The Divisional plan for selring its ssajgned position of the beach-
hesd briefly followsd this course; The 141t Infantry would land two
battalions on GREEN BEACH and ops battalion on BLUE BEACH, s small rooky
inlet about three (8) miles East of GREEN, simultarsously amt E-Hour (whish
proved to be 0800), these first seowring & small initisl beash ares, thez
moving Horth and Northeast 4o take objeotives on the right flank in the
direotion of CANEES; the 143rd Infantry 4o follow over (REEN BEACH at E
plue 105 minutes striking West initially to sieze the high ground mxr
BT+ RAPHAEL and the town where likely defenges dominated RED BEACH; the
142nd Infantry to land on RED BBACH at spproximately H plus six (8) hours
{an irdefinits tiee dosignated az ZEour and aubsequantly amnounced e
1400), reduos ithe defensss of RED BEACH, seirs the town of FHEJUS, then
procead West and Nortlwest up the SRGERS vallsy, contasting the alrborms
force dropped in the vieinity of LE NUY. The three regimsxts would then,
as far asz the planning went, ocoocupy a-beachhead line on the right flank
of the C(RPS ssctor to a depth of some twelve (12} to fiftesn (15) miles
inland. .

The alterpate plan anticipated the possibility of the 142md Infantry
: landing behind the 14lat and 143rd on GREEN BEACH, An spperent disadvantege
! lay in the faot that it hardly seemsd foasible to land a whole Division
with the peoeszary armor and wehicoles over the oms rook-emolosed beach,
whers enemy artillery, if it was motlve, could make the proposition a 3if-
#ioult one snd probably costly. In exsouting the alternate plan the 142nd
Infantry was to swing in sn arc North end then due West seizing FREJUB and
redusing the RED BEACH defenses from the rear, then procseding on its
orlginal mission Northwsst up the JRGENS river walley. The landing oould
be effected at about the sam® time as that planped for RED BEACH, that ia,
about E plus six (8) hours, but a ten (10) mile march on the route to
FREJDE would add o the time element in the taking of that important town.
Corps specified that FREJUS be taken by the night of D-haye Therefore it
wad more likely that the frontal assault on RED BEACH would b used, and
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on the morning of b - Day, even after ths l4lst Infantry had landed with
reportsd light resistance, Major Gensrsl JOHNY E, DAHLQUIBT, Divislon Com-
mandey, radiced Colomsl G, EB. LYNCH, Regimental Commandey, that the 1424
Infentry would land on RED BEACH at 1400,

The olroumstances relatsd sbove changed that order, and so, as the
flaet esorying the Reglmontel Combat Team turnsd Kast end sped five (6)
miles up the coast towsrd GREREN BEACH, the word was given to all oconcerped;
%altornate Plan now in effect.” ’

The turn brought the boats crosswcurrent with the wind, the flatnosed
sraft throwing the spray high in the air, drenching the troops who huddled
low nt the aepproach to shore. A few rounds of ensmy artillery shot wide
of the mark, That was ail that interferred with the landing of the thres
Battalion teams, The moment the boats ground on the roocky shore, the
ramps wore lowered sand the mon hurried out, most without even pgatting
their feet wet. 7The Regiment waz on French scoil without one casualtyl
Bach unit quickly climbed the steep, rocky slopes leading from the beach,
hngtily reorganized and moved on up the road out of the obvious enemy tar-
got area.

F¥ow the smphibious aspect of the operation was zatisfied. What ley
shead was lend fighting, that whioh the Army ip used to doing. Onee on
the ground with a oongenirsated fores, we wers to the alvantage against
soatisred coastal defonses until the ememy sould bring up his reserves.
Onpe upder way with aggressive hard hifting forces thare was litile that
could stop us, es later dewveloped in the operation.

Here it might be well to trace the course of evonts leading up to
D ~ pay, for an immonse amount of dotall and activity was compressed into
& short space of time, laylng the foundation for the success of the opera-
tion, a succoss whioh exceeded the most carefully 1sid planning and ex-
pactations of all concernad.

The 142nd Infantry was still engaged in chasing +ths Germans up the
constal rosd in Italy from ROME, during the latter part of Juns, when hints
of participating 1n snother largs-acale amphibious operstlon were firet
benrd, On the 20th Jups 1944, an offlicer was reguested by Division Head-
quarters to begin work on something the nature of which wss confidentiml

el mysterious.
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It was this alr of searecy so witally important whiok prevatled in
every partioular as the most essential eloment in the plarming phases,
gtarting with only a few trusted and necessary men in on the "inow®, the
groat bulk of the plamning, traelming and loading operstions were dirsotsd
to completion by a sort of remols conmtrol which readiesd the force, but
allowad my hint of the point of attaok or the date,

on the othsr ha.ni, comnanders and their staffs wero spared mo detail
of information available that related to the taotioal problem, At Divislon
feadquarters, in a reatrioted and gnarded area surrounded by a barbed wire
fenoing, enemy intelligonce snd our own schems of attask were plotted amd
the final wriften orders published. Extensive assrial reconnalssance proe
vided complete® phote ocoverage of ths besch arsas in minute detall revealw
ing terrain featurea and snemy defenses, gun positions, pill boxes, wire
and teock obstacles and underwater obatacles on the approsches to the beagh,
A sories of obligus photos, greatly enlarged, taken with & sharp lece froa
s fast flyipg recomnalssance plana aklmming the sea parallsl to the bescheg
reacorded remarkably the assanli areas and gave comnanders an ssourais plee
ture of the problem before them. FPhoto interpreters published their fimd-
ings of oollected information on kXnown eremy defenses, on the map used for
the opsration. A singular featwre of groat sssistance was & miniatwe lgy-
out of the terrain made to m scale of 1/10,000, previously propared by ine
telligencs offiocsa of the War and Navy departments, and sxeoutsd pot in
plaster or clay but moulded with a light sponge rubber, shich made them
aa rubber mats easily portable. Around thess, on which no place nmmes wore
shown, meny oriantations were held, and ome of thess rubber maps was placed
on sach Battalion®s ship for svery man tc seo after asiling.

the loading of the transports carrylng the invasion foree is a come
plieated mass of detall which would harry the most patient organizer., The
vost smount of invasion materiel must be sompactly fitted into the limited
spaos availabls mocording to a presoribed priority scheduls. And, uwntil
the flest is under way, the best plena are subject to fregusnt change,

the space mllotbed 4o the Regimental Combat Tosan included a grouwp
of twenty-sight {28) vessels whoae oombinsd eapacity allowsd for s lift
of eight hundred thirty-nine (839) vehioles. jActuslly, howsver, by sare=
ful and tight fitting, betwsen mine hundrad uwnty-ﬂw (978) to om
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thousand (1,000) wehicles wore accomodated.

Priority was established mpoording to the pature of the mission amd
ths commandsrts estimated requirements for accomplishing the aysigned task.
A changes in the taotical plan, or a mew iiem of emsmy information, may
quickly affect priority requiremsnts.

Of the twonty-eight (28) ships in the regimantal fleet thers were three
(3) APAts (large porsommsl oarriers) capable of traumsporting the basic as-
aault unit, the Babtallon Combat Team, with its organio equipment; three
{3) uT's (Motor Trausports) Iiberty ships carrying dulky items of freight;
fourtoon (14} L0T'e {Landing Craft Tazk) carrylng essault wave and highest
priority equipmsote-tanks and tank destroyers, shore sngimser equipment end
barrage balloons; and three (8} IST!'s (Landing Ship Tenks)wea large lamding
vessel with open-mouthed jaws able quiokly to unlosd wohicles of all typos.
These carried second priority equipment, about ome=third {1/5) for shore
engimers, snd the rest for snti-miroraft including self-propslled 40mm and
90mn typos; ome (1) LSI (Landing Ship Infantry) and two-snd-ome half (2%)
1cI's (Landing Craft Infaatry), both types persommel carriers. Everything
was 8o loaded that if one ship was aunk the operational efficlemny of the
temm, though reduced, would not be lost.

Pinally, aftsr the loading plans were complete on psper, the physical
loading on the ahips inwolved Pirst, ths water proofing of eash wvehicle, and
then at the appointed time, the sssembly in concentration sress proparatory
to moving to the dooks.

The Regiment wes relieved from the lims in Forthern ITALY 26 Jumo.
After a brief atopover in the ROME sres, m stay cut ghort beosuse of the
coming opsration, the Reglment returnsd to the sawe growsd it hed, in
Beptember a yoar ago, fought for and won on the besches of BALERFD mear
PAESTUM. DHore s nirtw«day training program at the Ynvasion Training Center
imoluding specialized practice in sssault landing, pill box redwtion, vhe
use of the flams-thrower, and demolition of obstasles, was completed. The
lazt exsrcine involved practice lanlings of Battalion and then Regixmental
scalo, Moving FHorth to the BAPLES area preparations gathered momsntom. 4
dress rohsarsal with the full naval complomsnt of ships was held on simu=
lated teaches moar the mouth of the GARIGLIANG River on 7 August. Troops
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roturoed by train aftorwards, because by thon, moat of the transportation
was in process of flowing to tbs ships, for final loading,

Barracks bags were gathered for storage as personal equipmspt was
atripped to the minimum; troops were restricted to blwums aresa for se-
eurity reasond; loitering oivilians weres rounded w pending the invasion;
Regimentel and Eatialion ordsrs were isawsd to unit commanders on the last
days, Alr sotivity overhead was intonss as swarms of troop carriers and
gliders likewise mads fipal maneuvers in preparation for the alr-borm
oporation; groupa of paratroopers in thelr jumping uniform visited the men
of the Regimsnt to ecguaint them with ths miesion of contast that was to
be ours.

Fron the 8th through the 10th the troops cams down the winding reads
that lead to FAFLES harbor and the embarkation points, viewing with wonder
and pride the groat invaslon fleet--ships without number at archor in the
broad bay. Without ceremony long lirsa slowly dwindled in the hot sun as
roatsrs woro checksd and the mon bomrded and psttied on ship. With loading
completed, the many vessels moved out froxm the dook areas to sn asssmbly
point several miles down the coast near CASTELLEMARR where the tims of .
waiting lingsred uniil shortly after moon of the 15th. A1) the while gI
Joo apquainted himgelf with his mew surrcundings,  Navy life appears es=-
pooially attractive to him on thess occomsions,  The clean quarbers and
simple conveniences that the saflor enjoys ar® things he oan well wish for
as be thinks of the dirt snd grime and washleas days he has expsrienced
on the battlsfield, and contrasts his cold ¢ rations with the Wevy stes:
table. Narvy galpets are fascinating too, Bub this was not o pleasure
orulse in the fireat senss, Conditiona wore crowiod and below deck wax an
almost intolerable awmer heat. Time aboard ship for the soldler is monstly
his own to do as he likes, to the extent that Hnitod facilities pﬂmit.

The fhgahip of ths regimentel group, the 7. 8+ 8¢ GARRDIL,
honored on the 12th, when the Secretary of the ¥avy, Mr. James V. Forrsatal,
and the Invasion Flset Commander, Vice-Admiral aatitt, osms abosrd for a
brief viait.

The emaller oraft aailud earlier tha.n the larger transport vessels.
Bom* wext by way of CORSICA and trom staging srens there zst out to the
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invasion waters to meet othor units, The main body of the asseult growp
lirted anohor at CASTELLEMARE at 1250 hours of tiw }3th, formed in a solwmm
flaaoked by naval destroysrs, end steemsd majestically paat famed MT VESUVIDS
and the sparkling stons villas along the KAPLES shorelios still littered
with hundreds of followeup vessslg, sud then took & last look at mdmorable
ITALY in paselng the lofty, rocky ISLE of YSCHIA golng out to sea.

Enroute every mvastu® wae teken to familiarite sach soldier with the
invasion plans. Msps and plotures were postad and officers gathsred their
mon to talk with them and assign definite mlasions, %The explanation of the#
soheduled navel and alr bombardwents of the cosstal defensss spurred oonw
figenos in the success of the assault while the possibilities of the ww
vogture--threa (3) veteran divislons hitting a surprise biow to open yet ane
other front oo the enemy?!s weaksning gositionst; and expsotmd help from the
aotive French Foroes of the Interiore—were thoughts which stirred the imag-
instion,

Tha mornping of "D* Day dewnad with the cortaln rmble of navel gunfire
and serial bombings  Soatisrsd clouds mads the scene misty end gray sand
covered formaticns of heavy plames droning overhesd. The waried types of
naval oraft stvetched out on the horiron on either side as far as the eye
oould gse, The shorelime was stlll not visible as the vonvey continued
mane uvering slomly forward into positions An air raid alert sounded and
dispersed & lengthy breakfest lime. But no enemy plen?s appesared while
our own meimtained a veritable defersive wmbrella in the air.

¥hile boat orews unshackled the awerous lamding craft riding piges-
bask mboard the transport vessel, soldiers gathered their gear gnd stoed
by in groups reasdy to load. Ths boats wore then lifted from their moorings
axl lowered along the ahips eides to loading stations whers the scldiers
hopped over the rall and took positlions within the oraft. At 1100 hours
the shipts Ceptain bld "Godspeed and Good Luck™ over the publie addrees
systen and then ordered the lowering sway. gFimulteneously the ghipts booms
droppsd the oraft into the water. The marime englmes throttled with u roar,
the boats gathered momentum, then slipped swey fto their rendexwous. Other
waveg followed in like manrer until the transports wers emptied. When all
wis ready the little boats then formed in their assigned groups and aped
toward shore to reach the point et whick this narrative begime. Thus did
the preparations for this ons day wnfold.
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SECRET-

Thrusting out from the boach after landing at 1532 hours, the First
Battelion as lead Battalion moved on wp the railroad to AZAY, then turned
West astride & secondery road headed {oward FREJUS. Flank guards of ocoms

pany sirength were out on either side to oomb the wooded rolling hille on
tha f1anks whils s platoon of four (4) tanks spsarhesded the solumn on the
roed, The Third snd then the Second Battalions followed as the main body
upon landing.

Goveral Dahlquist mst Colopel Lymch along the rosd just beyond the
beach, His order was to proosed along the plemmsd route of advance and
then at 2000 hours to atteck FREJUS from the North while ihs 143rd Xnfantry
cloaped out the cosstal ares, 5T. RAFEAEL, and the defenses of RED BEACH,

put the distance, the pwoegsary elow going of the flank guards, and
a few minor brushes with enapny of undeterwmined atrength acon mades it ap-
parent that the atisck oould pot be made untll sometize after 2000 hours,
e late afterncon sun was still very warm and told on the marching men
carrying extra loads to meet any oritical med, - Just befors 1800 hours the
groatest displey of airborre troop carrier plames and gliders £illed the
air flying parallel to our column in ondless formations. Their flight was
unopposed by enemy slr or snti-eircraft setlion, They would be landing, we
krew, in the valley ahead of us, and we would, as scon as possible, forve
our advanoe to mske conbact with then.

The road was bounded by shady, park-like country, it boing in the
heart of Sowthern France'!'s famed resoxrt ares. The right was well pro-
teoted from any immediate enemy counter-action as hills became cragey
mountaing a short distance away., As twilight dimmed the landscape two
(2) growps of emsmy occcupation troops ware cleamsd out of reat hotels
along the route. Darkmeas foll before the First Battalion reashed its
first objeotiwe, the high pround overlooking FREJUBs The night was black
without moonlight and as the march continwed with the Third Battalion
passing through the First Battalion to attask FREJUS, the way had to be
oarsfully chosen mmongst a maxe of little roeds which coversd the area.
An exploding enemy ameunition dump nsarby was about the only sound that
broks the guietmeas of the night, that and the wesary shuffle of the wen
pushing on, for there was no halting at this stage of the game,

The Thlrd Batialion sntered FREJUS Just before daylight. 411 remained
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silent with the Second Battalion following, until suddenly at 0500, a fire
works of flares, small arme, machine gun and mortar fire openod up from op-
posite directions in 1ts immediate eres. Thisz was at the road jumction
Borth of FREJUS. Part of the ensmy garrison of CAMP GALIIEN offered this
resigtanoe frau their position onm a ridge looking down on the road at

only a humdred yards. Epsky tenk fire joiped in the flurry an hour later.
To quell this excitement the Becond Battalion sent a foroe to olean out
CAMP GALLIEFI. Tsnks were rushed up from the First Batislion while the
First Battalion sped its march to close in the vieinity and strengthen

our positions. After daylight sireet-fighting broke out within FRAJUS and
mopping-up operations oocupied the Yhird Battalion until afterncom

the flare~up around CAVF GALLIENI wae subdued snd at 1040B the Second
Battalion struck Weat towerd its sssigned firet objectives Beveral ensmy
golf-propelled guns delivering ipeffective harassing fire were asmashed by
our artillery ms the Secoxxd Battalion occupied its vbjective., The Thipd
Battalion was ordered to preapare to move up the road from FREJUS to PUGET.
Only sporadioc resistancs was encountersd by the Second and First Battallons.
' fhe Third Battelion entered PUGET and before nightfall ran onto an ensmy
\/ anti-tenk strong poimt 1200 yards beyond the town, Three (3) of our lead
tanks were kuocked out by surprise fire. Then strong navel gun fire along
with artillery waa poured on the enemy positions. An Amsrican peratrooper
takon prisorer by this group and released during the shelling to coms to
our lines declared that the shelling hed broken the enemy force, which, after
destroying its own gunse-sight (8) anti-tank weapons, B8mm and 76w oalibere
£18d from the positions. The parstrooper asked madical help for twe wounded
buddies remamining with the Germans and stated that sny of the enemy left
would be willing to surrendsr. 4 party of medical persommsl with an inter~
pretor and an escort of MPs sdvenced with en smbulsnes onto the Germsn po-
sition, returning with the wounded peratroopers, and a German officer sud
three men as prigoners. The rest had fled,
Orders receiwved were for the regiment to hold positions for the night,
end to send patrola forward along the rosd to contact the paratroopérs. Rew
supply and & brief, but much needed rest was thus gained,

During the night s movemsnt of the regiment to DRAGUIGEAN, fifteen (15)

miles further on and twenty (20) miles inland, was projected for the morning.
At daybreak, the Third Bettalion wes mounted on trensport, and with armor
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in the lead set off on that miassion. Thig type of movemsut~~motorized
columns making long gains without oppositicnw-was to charasterize the spaedy
oxploitation of the Faventh Army beashhead, Dismounting at TRANS, the Third
Eattelion marched to IRAGUIGNAN which, upon arrival was already ocoupied by
paratroop unite.

A fair-sized town, TRAGUIGHAR gerved wa German 62nd Corps Headquarters
and was the oenter of adminisirative offices for the murrounding districetss
A Gorman gensral officer had beem captured in the hotel where ths Reglwental
Command Post was established and a truck-load of enemy dooumsnte were left
intact in the bullding. 7The German {orps Gemeral was known $o be in an
area to the Forthwest of town. He had refussd to surrender to paratroop
demandz and wes stlll holding out in the wellwprotssted prounds of his hesde
guarters with about five humired (500) troopse The Third Battalion was dis
patched on a flanking action, teldng the alopes of the high ground above the
Corps headguarters then cleaning down through the headquarters itself and
aorops the rosd leading Northwest to MONTFEERAT. But somshow attempis to
looate the gonsral went mwry and it remaimsd for a recormaismance ocutfit to
receive the prize in the morning. Our Third Battalion did ecapture .wmbers .
of his siaff including the Colonel, Chief of Staff,

The First Battalion, on positions Bast of TRAGUIGNAR patrolled that sren
without contacting the enamy. BSouthwest of IRAGUIGNAN the Zscond Hattalion
mopped up an enemy foroe in the hills {there., A1l morning snd aftermcon of
the 15th, prisonsrs poured into the Prisoner of War cage in IRAGUIGNAN to the
great delight of the Frenoh populace who linsd the city sireets and howled
jeoringly at each nsw batch of greyeclad Germanss Over four hundred (400)
pasged through the handms of our interpretsrs that day.

While the regiment was thus occupied in the vicinity of DRAGUIGHAN, »

provisicnal armored foree erganized by CORPS and designated ax TAK RRCE
BUTLER, passed through to the Horthwest during the early merning hours of
the 15th. A Britigh Major, dressed in kilts, who had parachuted into FRANGE
some three (5} weeks previously to work with the FFI oame to the command

- poet declaring he had Juat driven down from GRENOBLE flying the British flag
and had not seen amy Germens in that whole coumiry. It was this seotor of
mountains and gorges that the FFI had sotively dominated and wrested from
ensmy oocupations It was imte this area that the srmored column moved +o
axplait.
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e beashhead war now secure and our foroes were rapldly fanning out
beyond. The invaslon success was won with lightning suddenmwss and meager
oasuslities, The groat mmber of prisopers teken had much o say. As in-
formation from the other side is always interesting, let us examine somn
conclusions drssm by our Prisomer of ‘n‘a.r intarrogatora:

Coastal defenses were strong in tho immedinte moctor of our regimental
beachhead, The omemy mpposared to have gome inkling of sempthing about to
happen but did not knmow whare or when.

the defensey of (REEN BEACH were almoet entirely pulled over to re-
inforoe those of RED BEACH the day before our lendinge

A new commanding offioer of the 1196 Artillery Battalion swposed to
be defending BT RAPEAEL did pot even know where his hatteries were loocated
and hed not teken ths trouble to inspect his mew battallon poeitiona.

Our naval and alr proparstion disorganized and soattered the sosstal
defenders. The airborpe operation was highly effecilve and so dizrupted
sommumications in paralysing the 62nd Corps headquarters (the enemy waz
forced to destroy his radios the first day) that CORPY lost track of what
was happening on the heachos.

1ittle arwor was in the vicirnity.

A CORFPE ataff offiocer admitted that they hed never imagived that we
sould or would attempt to land a whole division on GREEN EEACH,

The Prisomsrs of War themselves were mostly elderly or second-rate oo~
ocupational foroes. Ths majority wore Gorman, few pon-German, some Poles.
It was not unusual for officers to tal® off end leave the men to man or-
gauized defense groups. Prisoners of War had been told they would bs killed
aftsr cepture. They fear ths French and are more afraid of the Russisns.
Our propeganda stating Germeny is loging the war iz effective as thore are
nany dessrtions.

Prisomers of War admitted being continually harsssed by the French
Maquis, & war in which neither side took priscners, end the olvilien pop-
ulace wars not friendly. The French Mequle held the mountains above NICE
and poutrolled most of the ares East of the RHOKE. PForty-five thousant
(45,000} were estimated equipped and armed.
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0f the Luftwaffe, they could only say that it wes conspisious by its
absenns.

Most of twelve hundred (1200) taken during the first four (4) days
were moek end willing prisonsra except for an srtillery group that wero
typically arrogant.

The Reglmnt was sent on a side misslon West to CARCES, to bs in Corps
resorve, baoking up the Third and Forty-rifth Infantry Divisions mseting
stiffening resistance arcund 37, MAXTNUM and BARJOLS.

At 1530 on the Z0th, & motor movemsnt bogan whioh covered om hundred
and sixty-five (165) miles in less then two days, retrasing the route bask
+0 IRAGUIGHAY and thence North to follow the advance of the Division on
the samd mountain road Napoleon took xeturning from ELBA. The rosd to the
first stop~over, CASTEILANE, roas with a steady grade windipg through deap
mountain gorges and overhanping rocky oliffs. At any mumber of places a
srall enemy force or a demolition oharge could have mads the road impassable
for an sdvamoing armored oolumn. But this was controlled by the Maguis and
the Germans probably msver figured its use would bs attempted in a drive to
the ¥orths Quick pensirstion slong this route to GRENOBLE enabled the Army
to parallsl snd flenk the REONE valley avenws of retreat to LYON.

Crossing the "hump Northwest from CASTELLANE the roed descendz to
DIGHE and then epters the DIRARCE RIVER walley at SISTERON. Jeeps, trucks,
tanks, and guns rolled on up the walleys 7The Regiment, supposed to assem~
ble at SISTERONE, kopt right on going %o halt st GAP, thirty (50} miles
boyond. And still thers was no exemy contest, Here along this route was
first experienced the enthuslastio recaption of the Frenoh citirens, Fami~
1les gathered by their farms and orowds lined the sireets in ths $own to -
cheer oach vehicle passing snd to shower pears, spples, tomatoss, grapes,
the frults in sseson, and flowers, in grateful acknowledgwent and friendly
wolooms to the Américans, It wes far differert from Itely and everywhare
:giﬁi;rs aould compare ths psople and country on a more favorable basis

ome .

In GAP French patriotism was at 1is height, The rattle of machim
.+ gund the first evenlng marked the dispossal of Germsn terrorists as oromds
" milled in the streets in celebration.

The Second Battelion was sent Eert to block snmemy extranses through
the mounteln passes from Italy. Defensive positions were talen up in the
vioinity of the road junotions moer (UILLESTRE, about forty (40) miles Bast
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of 0AP. The ememy atill ocoupled EREANCON and his intemtions wers not clear.
Reports of large enemy foroes haading West from Italy were frequent end vari
ed, some sources stating as much as ons to threv divialone with armor
rapidly approaching our positions. Patrols were sent as far as the Ital-
ian border, and an officer wae sent to check Maguis road blocks snd means

of delaying any ensmy attempt to oome through, A plen to attack and oo~
cupy EREANCON was abandoned. TFowsver, no contmet with the ensmy was ever
nade.

leaving the Becond Battalion, with a battery of field ariiliery, in
position near QUILLESBTRE, ths Regimental Combat Yeam wus ordered during
the nipht 22-23 Auguat to move West to NYONS where roadblocke were ea-
tablished in anticipation of & large esnemy exodus Korth through the REDEE
vallay., By this time MIRSRILLE and TOULOR had been out off and the re~
maining epemy elemsnts were frying hard to hestily retreat Norih, The
enemy flank was now threstensd all the wey North to the lateral valley
of the TROME near CHEST. But our forosa were relatively thin spearhsads
branching out from the exton:!.?i Zachhead-»mmmm axiy.

8

While ths 142nd Inf y'aet about to establish a blockads along sn /
arc running to the Nor from NYONE fo NONTERISON and LA BEGUDE, the
putler Task Foros essembled in the vioinity of (REBT and the 141st In-
fantry attempted to take the RHONE River town of MONTELIMAR from the Forth-
east to out the main North-South Highway # 7.

In the visinity of NIONS enemy columna were variously reported. Con-
tact waz ogtablished at the bridge site near MIRAREL where our artillery
was plaped upon thems VALREAS was ococupled by ensmy armored elements en-
roube to the North who resisted an sffort by ons of cur patrola to enber
the town.

Puring this time the l4lst Infantry was kept oub of MONTELIMAR and
was beaten off of roadblooks covering Hipghway # 7 by the enemy intent on
getiing out to the Forth.

On the evening of the 24th, befors the defenasive lins from NYONRE to
LA BEGUDE was complete, ths Regimsntel Combat Team {lsss three rosdblooks
of reinforced company atrength, one cwmpany per battalion) wma ordered
North to teke up defensive positions along the RUBION river lins in the
vicinity of CLEON. This smumbed to a comsolidation of the Divisional
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forces on & line shove MONTELIMAR, where it was expected an ensmy foros in-
sluding the 11th Panzer Division was gathering for a determined atienk to
broak out of the pocket.

Under cover of darknoss the regimental column made fts way North
through a winding gorgs via BOIRDEADX anxd PUY 8T MARTIN onto the broad
flat country arcund CLEQN, going into and organizing positions before day-
light. TUpon errival enginesrs made a reconnaissance to looate possible
fording sites for an enemy orossing. Mimes were laid above the river bed.
A1l bridges were blowns Covering a broad front, battalion defengive poaitions
were organited into company atrong points some five to six hundred yards
bask of the river, the Sscond Battalion on the right and the Third Battalion
on the lefte Each battalion (lecking ons compeny lsf't on a roadblook) re-
sorved ons platoon for raserve. The First Battalion was planed to bask up
the center of the lim as regimental reserve. Anti~tank guns were omrefully
emplaced to cover likely avenuss of approashe The only two tank destroyers
available were mate ready on call, n#ar PUY ST MARTIN. As remarked above,
this was exosllent tank country. The river was low, the ground firm and
open, out only by hadge rows and cultivated farmland to a depth of 35.4000
yards where a ridge 1ims offersd a betfer defensive poslition. The artile
lery wont into position on this hlgh ground. %o the right of the regimental
geogtor a thin defenss of enginsers linked the 142nd Infsntry with the I4lst
Infantyy, whoas sector extended West to the RHONS, though the main route
along the river was stlll open to the Germans who ware contesting fiercely
evary effort to closs the gaps The left side, through virtually open ex-
cept for oertaln roadbloocks, depended on high ground as a owrtein for de~
fense, Voluntary companies of Fronch Maguis wore employed as an added ae-
ourity on this flank.

The atage was now set, bul there was a disturbing fastor oertain to
influsnce the enemy's sourse of action, and its importance could not be
lightly reckoneds The wovement of the 142nd Infantry was a doliborate
sttampt to tightly enclose the enemy pocket with a consliderabls foroe, snd
it was balieved that this would be attmined with a measure of surpriase,
The Diviaslon order, plmosd in a compartment of the Jeep driven by the
officsr sourler, was captured whon a Germen roadblock on A strange road
intercepted the messenpger on the way to Regiment, EKnowlsdges of this ocame
at a tize oo late to counter with a changs in plans. It remained only to
sse what advantaze the enemy would take.

A et

/6

REBIY A Section 3D 23y
"BE/YS g, Y 0/ 7

g

o,

e

BERGEINIE L AT FGE NATIOMAD BRI E




The attack oams Just after noon of the 25th end was csntored on the
weak conneoting link and boundary between regiments in the vicinity of
BONLIEG. An informed prisoner of war etated they had bsen told of the cap-
ture of our order and had almwd the point of attaok accordingly. He aleo
statod that elements of three enemy divisione were In colum anxiously
trying to break through. After overrmming the first defensive positions,
the ensmy in this first abtack wms broken up and disperssd by heavy ertil-
lery concentrations, sud a reserve foroe, the First Battalion, 143rd In-
fantry, sent to mset the threat, found the enemy in retreat and restored
the river line by nightfall.

Fext day the attack was almost identical snd omme at about the same
4ims. A battalion of infantry supported by four (4) tsnks suoceeded in
orosaing the river West of BONLIEU. Ths Flrat Battalion, 143rd Infaniry.
(attashed to 142nd Infantry for this defense), ocovering this flmk was
again ordered to drlve them back. A separats enemy oclumn apparently on
an enveloping miselon to the Bast, was aighted, end the First Battelion,
"t o D Sevdwy, which had only two hours before besn moved thres —tl1:g
closor to what @ppeacw. s 1" ~=? =wmntuallv daveloped irt~ Lne threatensd
seotor, from & reserve positlon vicinity of DAknkG, was somaitted to stop
thise The two tank destroyers wers also rushed to the sconse A stiff
battls ensued, the Germsns being agsin forcad back with s loas of two (2)
tunks and heavy casuaities. Capialn George Ce Fugate was killed while
leading his compeny, Company "C¥, into the counterattack.

Ons more desparat® t{ry was expected on the morrows Defonsive posi-
tions were strengthened with the arrival of the oompanies which had bese
left on roadblooka. The situation st the roadblosks had remaired quist
and the Third Division, ooming up from the South, was prasing through ths
roadblock positions. Therefors, they ware reieased and returmed to reln-
foroe the regimant. 2tss, & oriticel stape in artillery ampunitlon supply
was passec wod sufficient stooks were now on hand.

The morning of the 27th damnod quistly end the day remainsd strangely
80 throughout. By evening the opinion of higher headquarters was that,
deaspits the firm hold around the enemy pocket, the dulk of his foroes hed
esoapad to the North by the narrow strotch held opesn along the REONE,
Strong combat patrols were ordersd South from the regimental ssobor to
oontaot the Third Division along the LA BEGUDE - MORTELIMAR rosd. 7The
patrols on the left slde worked freely to thelr objeotives but thoss on
the right, twe from the Pirst Battalion and ons from the Second Battelion,
wore stopped by strong enemy fire jJust scross the river.
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oo the 28th, tho regiment was released from this asotor and whveled
North snother fiftesn (15) miles to strike again at the retreating ensmy
columns. Taking over from a 157th Infentry Battalion near ALIEX, the
regirent Jumpsd off on a night (28-29) attack o soise LIVRON end to cut
the vglley Weat to the RHONE above the IROME.  LIVROW was taken with only -
slight resistance by ihs Second Battalion but tha Third Hatielion ene
countarad #irong opposition in atbempting to ewing North ani then West
into the flat valloye BSmall groups of onemy eontinusd fildaring sorosa
the siresm-bed of the IRCME river, some with tanks and armored carse No
organized direet attemcks wore spparent but soattered slements wure still

- fighting dsterminately to work their way oute The Third Battalion was
harried all day of the 29th before rosshing its objective, fhen, that
night, two coxplete roadblock positions of the Third Battalion were
swsllowed wp by enamy sction. Next dey the. Second Batlallon pushed West
frow LIVEQH to olean oub the ares anlong the IROME to the RECNE. local mo-
tions were frequents Our artillery, from obssrvstion onm the high groumsd
North of LIVHOH, smsshod rexmaining enemy colums in the velley wnd in-
£1ioted a heavy toll on ensmy equipment and men., This day brought ths
roglmnt a total of alx hundred and £ifty (650) Germen priscners.

¥opplogeup oparations continusd until the morning of the 3lst. With
the valley closed and ths whols mrea to the Syuth wnder control, the 147nd
Infantry sgain mowmisd motor transport, and with amored elements iceding,
moved North on secondary roads paralleling the RHONHE, through BEATMONT, by
passing VALENCE, through BOURGE and ou %o CHATEAUNEDF, forty (40) miles olo-
sar to the great cliy of LYOE, without contasting the fleeing remumts of
4he OQaprmant. .

In August the regiment fought and enjoysd a new type of warfare. Mth
soamy resistence light and soaytered, the weather ideally meither too ot
nor oo coel; with the people gratefully welooming the mrmy as their
liverators; with invalusble assistance from French Maguis, and the novel
experience of long rides through soenic country, 3t was a kind of battle
that brought fast gelns snd rich rewards. Most of Bouthern France hed been
froed and in fifteen (15) days our foroces were within resch of LYON. The
Osrman Army was falling back in disordsr, badly eut up snd beaton snd with
orders to got to Garmany as best they coulds - The athack in the South had

been mn owrwhslming suwooss.

RICHARD A, HUFF
Staff Sergeent, 1424 Inf.,
juthor,
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HEADQUARTRR 8 W
OWE HUNTRBD PORYTY GECORD INFANTRY L-’ 0

APQ # 56, U. B, ARMY

OPERATTONS IN FEANCE POR THE MONTH OF SZPTEMBER 1944

The German 13th Army fell back in hasty retreat toward the border of
1ts omn country. Its scldlers had orders to get to Germsny as best they
could, Every type of wehicle that could be found was teksn for use. BSome
rods bicycles. Bome had to march. All were harried by the nighimare of.
the swift American advanos prassing in Sts wake, The Germsn Army had been
poundsd hard whils enolosed in a pooket at MONTELIMAR where long columns
of man and materiel had bosn mashed by our artillery and planes. Now
+he mmoke had clearsd from that battle snd the enemy was on the run to the
Forth, The Franch industrial oity of LYON was not fu.r. Would they at-
tempt to offer a fight for it? .

The 142d Infantry in a single day's mearch had oome North from LIVROW,
where the last enemy elements attempting to esoape from thes pocket had been
l‘ mopped up, to CEATZAUNEUF, about forty (40) miles South of LYON, om 31 iu-

gust, The advance continued on the morning of the lst Sepismber 1844 slong
winding secondary roada where the susmy was less likely to defend with de-
laying forees or by the use of minss, Objectlwyes on the hills South of
LYON were reachsd io the afternoon without contmoting the enamy along the
way, but on the plain before the oity soms activity was seen. Near CEU~
ZELLES and CORBAS suall groups thought to be rosd blocks were contasted
[r and roconnalssance reported scme enamy s%ill in VIENNE, Por the might a '~ <

' perimeter of defense was sstablished with road blocks protecting at CHU- -k

F ZELLES, and South of the lateral ST SIMPEORIEN - D'OZON - HERIBUK rosd.-

CEAPOB!H was found clear.

In the morning at 0700, the Sscond Battalion advanced on MIONE while
the 143rd Infantry on the right attacked toward TOUSSIEU and 8T LAURENT.
At 1000 the Socond Battalion was in MIONS. Colonel GERGE B. LYNCH, Reg-
imental Commander, 1423 Infaniry, then ordesred each Battalion to sspd »
rainforoed company; the First Battallon to PEYZIN, the Third Battalicn to
COREAS, and the Sscond Battslion to BESS5AY. When enemy contmet continued
to be urreportsd sach Battalion was ardorud to assembls antirely on those
pointas. . -
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At 1180 Major Genmeral JOHN B. DAHIQUIST, Commanding General, 38tk In-
fentry Division, ordered en officer patrol to investigate Fremch reports .
! that LYOW had besn evacuated. GSecond Lieutenant CUHARLES E, HRANCHFIELD,
Hepdquerters, Second Battalion, was given this mission. First Iieutepant
JASBS R CROCKER, I & R Platoon leader, Regimental Headguarters Compeany,
with the I & R Platoon was alrsady on s motorized patrol to the eity.
Second Iicutenant BRANCHFIELD returned st 1640 to raport that it was olear
within the city up to the REONE river whers the (ermans were covering ap-
proasches to the -bridges by fire, First lieutenant CROCKER reported he had
gone tu one of the bridge sites where enemy machine guns wore active from
the North bank.

At 1800 a small foras including one (1) platoon of infantry and ons
{1} platoon of itanks was sent into the oity with the mission of being at
the Mayor's disposal for "the protection of the oity hell®™, First Lieu-
tenant WELDEN M. GREEEK, Platoon leadsr,- Company "E", was placed in charge
of this group and the men were warned to be strinstly on the job at their .
poste. This was the original provisionel ocoupying foroe in LYON. e

At 2120 Major General DAHLQUISYT ordered two {2) rifle companies sent
to seize and secure the GALLIENT bridge across the RHONE within town. But
at the time of their arrival, that bridge snd in fact all the bridges moross
the river had been destroyed.

Sunday morning ceme, and with it the sun, but Jerry was on the far
gide of the river and still going Korth. %he chase for the moment was ef-
faotively blocked with all bridges in the vicinity scrose the broad RHQFIE
demolished. Except for the small force that hed entered LYON during the -
} night, the Regiment was not to see the sity., An alert for motor movement i
was sounded in the morning. Bxira transportation waa provided by, the J8th
Division and beginningz e 1330 the Combat Tesm during the aftarncon moved
East to & peint of croasing alresdy sscured in ‘the 3rd and 465th Divieion
sector at SAULY, near LAGNIEU. The thres Diviglons poured thelr advanoe
slementsz acroas this one bridge to fan out in separate asctors again to
the North.

The Regiment pulled into ite assigned assembly ares noar AMBERIEU st
ST MAURICE-DE-REMENS at early evening and immediately placed gecurity de-
techments on bridges at three scattered points to fulfill a presoribed mis-
sion., These bridges weres on the L'AIN river at FRIAY, GERIEUX and nemr
MEXINIEUZ, The threat of an emsmy attempt to come back in the night to de-
stroy these was still possible. Xear one of thess crossings, at MEXIMIEUX,
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the 45th Division had caught ten (10) Tiger tavks the previous afierncon, i)

By candlelight, Colowsl LYNCH issued instrostions for sn advance Norih- .
west through BOURG to MONIREVEL tho objective; +o pet under way at daylight.
Buch moves now had beooms quite systematized and oustomary through expsym
isnse gaimed in coming up from the Bouths Reoonnalssance elsments to the
fromt probing the routs for enemy defenses, road blocks, bridges blown, ede;
armorsd units, tanks and tank destroyers of attsehed organfizations (consist-
ently in this cwmpaign Company ™A%, 755rd Tenk Battelion and Company ™%,
636th Tank Destroysr Battalion, attmched to the 1423 Regimental Combat Tean),
with infeniry mounted, forming an advancs guard; then the main body of the }
! Regiment following on organio trausportation and th® trucka of supporting
ertillery battalions, In this mannsr the coluwn, often extending ten {19) ... -
to fifteen (15) miles in longth, rolled wlong the route unmbil contact with
th® onamy was made, when the column would depley for mction, the troops
_ di emount and the artillery go into position. Gften oxe, two, and three
j days would go by without sight of the emmy, though traces, liko ‘#, blosd-

i hound on a trail, wers everywhera ovident. EHoad dlatances of forgy {(40)
milez s day in this fashion were not uwmsual, c.,ution though, 01"3" had
to be regarded. 4 =y B

The proposed movement at dayllght this time, howewsr, was 30% aside
by s highar IBadquarters (Corps) insistemce that the advence tske place as
soon as pogsible, Recalling that o (1) battalion was soattered on three
{3) widely soparated points and had to b2 gathsred im, the lead battalion
was ordered to begin at 0130 to procted to an aspembly point some five (5)
miles Bouth of BOURG, where ithe Regiment was to awalt further ordesrs. Anmd
80, in the cool of the night--and 4t wasz vold that nightewths aﬂn nmmhd :

B up .nd :ln bhukmu renohed the dutination by dqn;ht. ) Bk »
v oy Ly S ‘}ar j‘;‘u*ﬁg -%
rhere ‘were reports of onmy notivity in and sround BOTRG, ; Reports ot
roads leading in and out of it being wimed,“and the hotel ard Tallromd .| ..ii,
station being booby-trappsd, csused Major Gereral DAIQUIST, who B Ry
taoted Colonsl LYNCH along the way, to order BOURG to be by-passod to ths
. West. But reconnalssanc® information a littls later indioated g ] tr\lth“bl' ‘%‘i}ﬁ’*
;- thege statemsnts. The eremy had fled the town the night before, The solumn
wes then ordered to bs routed through BOURG and frow there Ior&h to. a;phui
lipe st VIRENHES-ST~-SATVEIR. It was pearly 1100 when' the oolumn moved ofr
agsin, Tt passed through gaily decorated BOTRG and on to VHENKEES, reash
ing there st 1400 (though it was 1730 when the solumn olos®d in) without
incigent, Three (3) small 'bridgea hnd been blo‘m snroute which oaussd

-
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time-conswming detours over muddy traile and acrozs littlewused fords. An
erder to ocontinue on to BRATLTES, short of LOUHANS, was ganselled, and the
Rogiment stopped for the might at VARENEES, ' g i

¥ext day, the §th, a similar march to the Forthtast, by-passing LOUHARS,
brought the Regiment to BLETTERANS, only soms tnnty—ﬁ.vo (25) miles fartbﬁr-
It may be wondered why gremter distunces wors mot attempted while the pmo
was not oppoaing. But all the time our supply lines wsre bsing extended zd
trengport shortages were becomling more ssute, Furthermore, single colwuns
hed to ocordinate with the advame o.t‘ parallesl oolmna on thﬁ flanks which
often lagged behind, |

That evening our Third Battalion, with the 1524 Field Artillery Bab-
talion, was ordered Noribsast to MOUCHARD, anotber twenty-five (26} miles.
8Since elepents of the Srd Division, pressing closer to BESANCON, wore ale
ready in that vielnlty, tbe movemont of our, Third Battalion was made withe
out any interferencs during the night. In the morming the reat of the
Combat Team follpwed mi nloaad into the MOUCHARD aros in early. ar'bornoon,
’ﬁw“w§gj @ﬂ 5

The mit obstwl« that we faced was the DOUBS river, serious enough
to be unfordable. The 58tk Reconnalesamce Troep, attashed, probed ths riwers:
line for bridge orossings in our assigmed sootor, The Firat Hattalion wus
also slerted for movement within forty-five (46) minutes notico to ssoure
any orvssing site that might be found. Bridges at RANE, at FRATBANE end
mar SALANS had been blown, but the reconnai gsance loca’ead what was eone ~
sidered & pood prospeat for a crossing psar BYANS whors the smamy had blown
but oms of a twowspan steel bridge. Poot paszsge was atill possidle on the
broken part of the bridge which lay flat on the river bed. YidjE:information
cams in ot 2200 on § September 1944, By mid-nlsht the Commanding. Geperal
ordered this bridge site sscured. 'Two {2) platoons of the First Battalfon
were diepetohed 1m the night and by eerly morning wers on pos;t&g& on both

"sidey of the river at the bridge site.” Our engimers st the scomd set a"haut .

" ¥he aotual work begen at roon. Normal bridging matorials were-e a.vaih'blo

and pga‘b mon the !'ollmring dsy to apﬂod thp ;]Mf.” gy

making estimates and gathering matorials for the sonstruotien of the bridgecjl:

but o French lumber yard inm the MOUCHARD area 1ied the madsd benyy
timbors. A wopden frams~work was bullt wp rm:‘%gn fallen: ‘steel wpan aa ;
Compeny "BY, 111th Enginbers, abttached, worked through the’ dqy. d%rlight j

‘ B T s RIS . 228 ‘ "WM
-4t 1100 of tbe 6th the remsinder of thn Pirst B.tn"iio “Rove i

MOUCHARD to oloss into the bridgs sits wrea. ITw (8) oompmlu oroesed th ‘»_l-
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river to securs the far aide. The crossing was st tho lower loop of a
Vesheped bend in the river. From heights on the South side of ths river,
ani to the West of ths bridga, our tarks and tark destroyors with the First
Battalion engaged enemy movements a#en on the North, The artillery ob-
gorver looatsd snd £ired on targdts along the main DOLE - BESANCON highway
Forth of and parallel to the river in the vieinmlty of SLIT, which wus
still blandily uaed by the emmy as a goneral escepe routs to the BELFRT

That evening, 7T Septembsr 1544, the Repimsut closed into the BYANS
aros to await the completion of ths bridge orossing.

Just befors dark a First Battalion patrol in ROUTELLE received machim
gun fire from two (2) houses. Also an eremy road block was sighted on the
road just North of the town. In th® worning a Maquis report indioated ths
ey was evacuating ROUTELLE, but at nmoon amother patrol to the town skdir~
mishesd with Germans stlll there. This patrol was ordered to withdrew and
return to the Battalion as our Regimental atimok North from the bridgs was
about to begin. - . .

At 1430, in the midst of s drizcling rain, the firat armored vehicle,
a thirty (850) ton Me4 tark, orewled across the completed bridge, while amr-
ious sngipeers watched the timber creak, but hold firm. Through the after=
moon, and in support of the atback for ssveral days, loads up to forty-fiw
(45) tons wors scoommodated, g ~Hes

The first plan of the attack directsd that all three (%) Battalions
concentrate around 8T VIT with the purpose of ocutting the malin lateral road
Prom DOLE to BESANCOYN on the Western aspproach to 8T VIT. BSoon efter the
rivsr crossing was effected a changs in ordars wes received, giving the
Regiment the mission of establishing a lipe of road blocks ruming Forth
from §T VIT to RECOLOGKE. The Third Battalion was ordersd o out the high- -
way at 8T VIT and leaw ons (1) company on a road block poaltion West of
the town, the remainder of the Battallon to establish blooks at CORCELLE =
‘PERRIBRES; the Socomd Battslion to' eateblish blooks take positions at
RECOLOGNE; the First Battallon to taks reassrve positions on the Wgh groumt F
‘at VILLERS-BUZON. . e T P .

IR . Lo o . e . L

The Third Battalion, advancing on ST VIT encountered strong small arms
and sutomatic weepons fire soming from the town. Om (1) of our tanks mow=
ing boldly imto the fight was kmocked out by enamy gun fire. The fire fight
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lasted until early morndng when the Batialion closed in end mopped up,
battling in ths streets, Elite German 85 Troops here put up a determired
stand but at the battlets end the Third Battslion took ome hundied fifty
{150} prisorers, countsd thirty (30) ensamy killed and four (4) wounded,
The First Battalion, attacking North, after passing through TORPES engaped
in a skirmish with & group of about ope hundred {100) opemy in the hills
and woods to the West., Theee fled at the sound of our tanks, deleying by
returning amall arms and mortmr fire, but derkmas ¢lowsed the sotion.

The impracticability of continuing our mdvance in the almost Dlack
of the night prompted Colonel LYNCH to msk the Commanding Genersl for a
halt until daylight but the General believed it waas urgent to continue on.
Ko 1ittle akill was displayed by the Battelions in following scmpassa
sourses across the unfamiliar terrain in the dark townrd their objectives.
The next dey's prisonsr-of-war réturns proved that many & Jerry was by-

" pagsed or left stranded in the night. In one town a Gsrman Colonel was

roubed from his sleep to ssoape by ten (10) minutes time. In the morning

tw (2) German offlcers drove their Pord V-8 unwittingly into ths hamia Of i

our soldiers beyond the Regimerntal Command Foat.

The First Batielion resched its objective, VILLERS-BUZOY at 0£20, be- "
fore daylight. The Second Battalion, meeting only minor resistemos but
having farther to go, entersd RECOIOGRE by ncon. The Third Battellon was
on its objective too. The Regiment mow stood estrids what hed been the
goneral path of the Germen exodus frem Bouthwesiern FRANCE, wnd with com-
muricatlons disrupted, enemy elements were atill coming om, though BES-
ANCON and the surrcounding viclslty was in our hands. %‘hn‘b day oeur pris~

oner-of-war toll mounted to some six hunired fifty (650), mogt or th:m
ware Hongolianu fran Garman DST Bat‘balicns. 9

RO TR B R P *

After g-ining objautiwu,’}aeonnuunnot and patrog % ro unt
out to the North and West. At day's end the outlying 11 EVANS, -
AYTHORPE, ¥ERCEY, OUGHNEY, ETRABONIE,- JALIERHGE and - BO]! 'qr. nported

clear. ?risonern-ormwu- were 'ba]mu by our patrols to MERCEY and"iat ux~

" RNNE, while enemy fire wns drewn from soross the river at MR

‘artillery claimed a field dmf in !‘iring on’ oneay moving xorth.pt"‘i’nh r’?g’etv
ERUSSEY. S

Next morning, 10 September 1944, leaving the Second Buﬁ:lflion to se-
cure the BT VIT - RECOLOGRE lins with the Canrion Company in suwpport, the
Regimeut moved East to PELOUSEY into assembly aress preparatory to atteck-
ing North. Company "L™ estublished a road ‘block at EMAGEEY, - At 155(,1 the

S
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Third Battalion moved out with the mission of taking GY, marching by way
of RMAGIEY (picking up the Compuny "L® road block there), COURCUIRE and

‘- CHARCENNE (establishing a block here). The First Battalion followed the
Third, tuwrning off at COURCUIRE to go through AUTOREILLE, then procesded
across open fialds Northeast to BUCEY. Qur reconnaissance “Foops aroused
the enemy at BUCEY as early as 1230 so that a fight was expvuted there,
But when the lesading elements of the First Battalion entered BUCEY at 1900
the last of the enemy was tralling off into the woods beyond, Our %tanks
ware sent on to harry the retreat, In town ons. of our tenk deatroyers
was in the proceas of taking a post to block the rosd from the Southwest
when an enemy motoroyelist came barging around the cormer to exclte celow
brating eivilians, but alert soldiers in the atreets gathsred him in, '

The Third Battalion enterad GY withoui resistance, LI

The Regiment with elements st vital road inﬁructinna new sesured a
line a1l the way from 8T VIT to BUGEY nod was placed in Corps reserve.

‘ On 11 September 1944 two side missionz wers undertaken to the North-
west. The Battalion exeoutlive officers of the First and Third Battalions
wors sntrusted with command practice on parallel missions to GRAY. TASK
FORCE MINOR (Major JAYES L, MIKOR, Executive 0fficer, First Battelion} and
TASY FORCE SIMPSON (Major BVEKETT 5. SIMPSON, Exeoutive Officer, .Third
Battalion), as these were fashionably labsled, sach sonsisted of reinforosd
companies from the respsctive Battalions, augmented by the Battalione ocom-
plement of armor and a platoon of reconnsissence troops.

West of ANGIPEY, a town which the First Battalion foree found birned,
the forps closed with the enemy manming two road blocks. A terse message
reported this sction; "Run into about ope humdred fifty {150) Germans :
with self-propelled guns at SAUVIGREY-IES-ANGIRRY, UMnm dealing accordingly®.
*pqcordingly®, proved to mean that the enemy was routed, leaving asome killed
no prisonera. Both forces reached ths outskirts ef GRAY, then, as plannsd, .
awalted further.instructions. Clvilians reported the Garmsns Wyasustlng i
the town so the reconnsiassance platoon ef the Firsi Battalion Force was N
ordsred in to inveatigate, Thsy arriwed in time to watoh the ’.!ﬂéﬁng of the %
bridge in GRAY amorcss the SAOKR while the enemy fled Korth, Further re.
oonned geance showsd that bridges to the Forthwest at RIGHRY and QUITTETR -
were alao destroysd. Both forsss returned to ths Battalion wress by eve-
. ning. oy o

4

-
e T

K

s

oo ~/0-

556, Section 3.34/4@2;;:01;%1

DECLASSIFIED PER EXECUTIVE (BDER 1235 . .
w PR/ U/ wan, Date L1/ E2— .

‘REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL __ARC&_EVESL




‘ - SEERET
At 2000 hours, ordérs wore received relieving tiw Saooﬁd Battalion
from its seourity misslion and direoting that 1t mssemble at BUCEY. At mid-

nipght the entire Regiment was ordersd to assemble at FRE IG!‘BY as soon as
possible on the 12th, prepered for further movemsnt Nor to WSDUL.

By mid-morning the Regiment moved into FRETIGEEY. Other elements of
Division had previously cleared this and ths Divislon Command Post had swen
hoen established farthsr to the North at ANDELARRE., The 143rd Infantry and
14lst Infantry were closing on VESOUL. After dilmper the Regimant wes or-

) . dsred to tl® vieinity of ANDELARRE and took orr-thn-road uuonhly areas
= mer the sister town of .IM.ARRO!‘- ' N
' v

A poriod of walting to move on a momentts notics extended boyond rom
! whole day. MNeamhile, two (2) things of note took place, Pirsh, thw troops
were paid their lest monthis due. Tisre hadn't boen time for thx_t belore, .
§soond, the Begluwent lost its eble Pirst Battalion Commander, Lieutenant <ifz,
Colopsl ELLIOTT W. AMICK, youthful but senjor in length of ocomsand, who was "
sant to pull together a satrieksn Battalion of the l4lst Infant {Three +-.-
(5) days later Lisuterant Colomel Amick was seriously wounded qn’batth )
Najor JAKES L, MINOR, Battallion lncuti‘n Dfﬁoor, was plnoj‘ _,omu:‘.l
of the Pirst Bnt{:llion.

E.i the men known what trials lay in store for them ror tho nu'l: fif-
toen (16) days, as they moyed out of ANDALARROT in the pitch black-of a
stesdy rain at 0300 on the morning of the 14th, many would have ghruak -~
from it. But good soldiers endure hardnsas and thess mexh diys “brought . i
back the reality of war as had not yet been experiemced in Southsrn FRAWCE.
The rain that morning was oheracteristic of tha whols pericd. Mut 'for
brief lapsss, the rain and dampness, and with it cold, was continuous; cases
. of trench foot oropped out agein. Exhauetion from exposure mounbted. Colds -
> wsre normal. But with this weatber, te ensmy took sdvantage. ‘With ermor
F . 1intted to roats, B> £e1lad treeas Yo'make Lmumsrable road blocks, ; Pnjer - *M'-“ ¢
' "¢ the cover of darizess be moved 1n his artillery Yn strimgths i gEaaln
»ﬁﬁg,«.ﬁ_  Pog his infantry was able to wum-.h ‘both, to ct-gn;than I:ic ot
ba - and to harass our om,. Bidhfeti.v, he rogcmprcd ‘and e o
army and turmed 1t bask to sbom tb ulnnoin; tide in the qlum nodld h.ill!
i ;41 the TOSCES, . Sl R SR INY ks g
s A0 : , ;{i&*«m : . T
With LOIEUIL a3 pu- Divisional ub:}-ot;n. ‘the uau InPinbry was s o A
givon the mission of sdvancing gomrally Northoaxt wlong the 8AULY~DE~-VESOUL = .,
= 8T SAUVEIE rosd, on the right of the lisrd Infantry,. '.l'hlt ,ﬂahr did not

. Lo e L
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include the oity itsalf but followed a course to the 8outh and East to
isolate the town by outting the rosds on the Rast. fﬂ

Our Firat Battelion, as lead Battalion, &etrmhgi at SAUI.I-DE—TESOUL
at break of day and pushed on wp the main rosd. By 0900 they had marched
‘o EROTTE-LBS-LUXEUIL with minor skirmishes at the road orossing poar
SERVIGNEY and at the jumction of the road Bast to BROTTE. AL the orosse
road a mile Bast of EROTTE they had just arrived whon an emsmy group of
three (&) apeeding busloads and sevsral sedans hsading North cams on the
acens, Om (1) of the group hailed to ome’ (1) of our tanks to make yoom,

The reply wes a deadly blast that orashed into ons of the buseg. .. *0=
emy force wes scattered. After a brief exchangs, ons hundred {100) were
teken prisomsr, fifty (50) were loft killed snd eleven (11) emony vehicles
were degtroyeds The First Battalion held up hers until the Third Battalion
oame abreast, . L,

The Third Battalion movod East out of SAULYI-DE-VESQUL, then turmed o -
the YNortheast along & parallel route of sscondary roesds. At BETONCOIRT the
Battalion turped Best to follow €he 1imm of woods. At sbout ' noon,” ahd con- ’
tinuing for several hours during ths aftérmoon Company *I* in the-1ead -
chesed ensmy infantry over the rolling hills %o nmamxr. This was fmi:g
slmost South, While Company "I" was engaged im elearing DAMBRNOI?, ‘semiing 4%
back goveral groups of prisopers impressive in size, {Compsny "I* alome
gathered in om hundred aixty (160) that aftermoon), ensmy self-propelled
woapons opsped up suddenly on the exposed Battalion flank from the wisimlty
of CITERS. Among s9versl carualties inflicted on the rest of the Battalfon
ooming to the front was the Battalion Commander, Lisutenant Colom?l WARVIN
J. COYLE, Major EVERRIT 8, SIMPSON, Battalion Exsoutive Officor, asmmed
oomrand and presssd ths attack frou DA!BSKJI!‘ after 1%t was olaurcd, {0
GITHB.AW-» . L] "{3. wa**ﬂ .

s e -
!I.'hﬂ seaond Ba.tta.lion, rc].lowing ths w tmn EAHII*:DE-WUL to
BETONCOURY was ordered Forth to atbask’ mmmomr. ‘T4 bogeed dd{n&& wile 7o
Bouth of 11y objaotive as epemy infantry, dug-in on both baiks & “ina) 1w
strem Bouth of téwn, oppm& '!aha entrmoe with lntanal mall arms fire.

o The First Battalisn!” oontim&ng East durlﬂg the ;t'bernooh, tomi o
AILIOKCOTRT olear and éut the mais LUXEUIL = LIRE road in two (2) places, i
establishing road blocks at coordinates X-O44174 {1/100,000 Xep), wo (2) ©
miles Southesst of LUXEUIL, and at K~055150, about srother ane bezur,
holding themse positions for the night.

y |
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| seereT ¢10/0
The Third Battalion, with DAMBERCIT clear at 1715, sdvemesd on CITERS

regeiving small arms, 20mm anti-aircraft and some self-propelled fire from

the vicinity of this town where the houses lime ome etreed, until a sub-

cormunity, FAGBOURG, ir Jolmed. The Battalion geined about half the length
bsfore halting for the might, short of its intentlon to reach the wmain road.

On the morning of the 15th the Smscond Bettalion attack on BAUDORCOIRT
; was of first concerm. At 0800 the Battalion, delayed in starting, entersd
] the town after only tolken resistance by the ensmy who had evapuated dur:ln;
the night and early morning.

. The right flank of the Third Battalion at FAUBOIRG oaused mpented
trouble during the moraing. The enemy fire cexn from the wioinilty of QUERS
which was in the 3rd Division smector, and which, we were assured, would be

J taksn care of by thems But if the harasesmont was under control, it was not
M stoppsd. A loms enemy selfwpropelled weapon succeaded in kmooking out oms
of our mrtillery howitsers emplased near DAMBENOIT, and shelled’ s o

?w Junction at FAUBOWRG. Ieaving this sore spot to the 3xd Divieion, the
Third Battalion rapidly pushsd on asross the LUXRUIL - LTRE highway and %~
M g{* railroad to reach the small ssttlement of BOIS DERRIRRE mt 1130 where onemy
d% i infentry with sn anti-tank gun was contected.

Q’ -

739,
The First Battalion was ordered South from its roai blosk positions to
follow the Third Rest from the jumction at PAUBOIRG, and th® Becond Battalion
was ordered from BAUDONCOERT to follox the Mrat Ba.ttalion.

R

the three (3) Battalions were directed to objeotives on thyes [Z
a§1le]l routes; The Third Battalion North to the high ground af{X~O6922%
the First Battalion Forth through ESBOZ-HREST, then Wegt to a point Whe
of FROIDECONCHE; ths Second Battalion aleng the main rosd Jorthwest ﬂ%? th - @
_ EREST to 8T BAUVEWR. Meeting only scattered resistance,’ the” Battallons> B
- pressed on, agaifl through’s moonless black night, through foregts evem’ .
F .. blaoker; the First Battalion to reach iis objsctive befors deyTight "aké ™3
Third to gainiits objective at 0800, the Beoond heving to halt st X-~054154 _
 before daylight, By mid-morning tha First Battallon had entersd FROIDRUONES '
and the Second Battalion hsd cooupled BT SAUVEIR. . LUXEUIL war entered about |
| - the sams tims by the 143rd Infaniry from the Southwest, thus seouring the
Divizfonal objective. Whils the troops paussd for rest x-eeonnahuma a“.io-
ments were sent on the roads Yo RADDON and FD'BG&DLLES ] -

‘an BOIS nmz}w Yorth to the junction of the RIGNOVRLLE BT SATRR
‘road

ﬁs{ PE EXECUTIVE CRBER 12356, Section 3. sAVR. 7},.7:(2(_}‘:_1
SIFI

DEW&IM oo I/ EP=
> PRODUCEB AT THE NATIOWES

RE




) On the morning of the 17th th® First and Third Battalions jumped off

; to attack Northeast through a denss wooded area, whils on the right the

! 80th Infantry of the Srd Divislon, attempted 4o tljm RADDON. It had rained
the provious day and it was raining sgain this mofning, Only two (2)
tralls, end these were very poor oms, were pas s for the transporta-
_tion and armor whlch scoompanied the columns, i‘}

! Tha First Battalion, procseding Borth from the road jumotion at

¢ E-0B1220 progressed to e point noar the trail orossing at E-0502564 where
contast with the enemy was made,  The Battallion'from here had to slash its
way through groups of Gormans hidden in the unierbrush until the oclearing
at E~063260 was reachsd. Strong emny fire, ineluding mortar and 20um
coming from the oluster of housey at CHAPENDU beld up the sivamce., Com-
pany "B¥ was then sent fo flank end take out that strong polnt of resiste
ance, traveling around to the right undsr cover of the woods. After Com-
pany "B" had lef{ on it mission a counterattackt mimed at the main body
was thrown bask. BSome, coming upon the motor column along the trail, were
dispersed by .50 caliber machime gun fire., Tanks ang tank destroyﬁrl
struggled to got forward and almost mired inm the attempt, but with their
appearame the enemy was chased back. By nightfall the Battalion hmd
worknd 1ts way through to LEE FORGES. Along ths way thirty (30) doad
Germane, nsarly all ¥iiled singly by rifle fire, of fared soumber toatiww
to the kind of battle that had boen waged.

o ek
| The Third Battalion found itself stymisd by two {2) road blooks, om
at a Jumeiion of ite roubs Forth at K-078238 and anothsr.up the trail at
i E-076247. At the amme time the Srd Division attack on RADDON wea stopped
whioh did not ease the situation in our Third Battalion sector. Flually a
; company was sent to take the high ground Northeast of the Junstion at
: E-080243. The road blook wes cleared-~a 77mm anti«tank gun was degtroyed-—-
: and for the night the Battalion took defensive positions Scnxhh}c{ gwmu.
N e
In the sfterncon the Sscond Battalion was srdsred wp from 87 SAUVENR
to asaiast the Third Battalion, then, when that situation oﬁam&, »gi'nn,_ )
the mission of taking RADDON from the high'ground on !orth, ing Lnte TR
i presition to launch the aitmek at daybresk in the mor: i »
i black that the #en in the eolumns Eept togother enly by %ﬁl.ding on to the™
, man in fromt, the Battalion orossed the wooded ridges A ‘
' pistols spoks iu the night but the Battelion took its popition and in the:
morning found that the town had besn evacuatsd.’ During the night enemy
forces inoluding tanks amd salr-propened guns sgsapsd from pochats a5
RADDON and CHAPENDU. *‘-""5

v
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Holding the LBS PORGES = CHAPERDU - RADDOW lins for two (2) days,
both motoriged and foot patrol recomnalssance to the front was made, The
I & R Platoon probing in the direotion of REMIREMONT, found VAL DfAJOL
clear and reached & polnt msarly to LE«GIRMONT«VAL-D'AJOL. The 36th Recon~
nalssance Troops golng toward PAUCOGNEY, entered that fown to £ind bridges
blown and recelved enemy s#lf-propslled woespona Fire whils there. Fremch ..
reports from behind the lines indicated the Germans were concentrating I
sround REMIREMORT, preparing many road blocks smd defensive positions.

Oz 19 Ssptombor 1944, at 1410, Major Gemeral DAFIQUIST oalled ami
ordered on® {1) Battalion with the 1524 Field Artillery in support, %o-
begin moverent in forty-rive (45) minutes oy REMIREMONT. The Third Bate
talion was given this mission, and proosedsd by way of FOUGEROLLE§ emd visiphs i+
PLO¥BIEREE, then Borth to the road orossing at X-095485, whore it turmed o
Bast to sirike et REMIREMOEY from the West., The Bai:tnlion detrucked in B
the viocinlty of the orossroeds snd advance elemonts reashed a polnt st
¥-149439.

Roxt morning the First and Second Battalions moved up to cloass on
REVIREMONT from the South; the Second Battalion wn wn axis along the mein
VAL D*AJOL - REKIREMONT road; the First Battalion generelly parallel on
aecondary roadﬂ from VAL“D'AJOL to the right through IE-:—GI‘RHGHT-TAL—

DY AJOL. :
}, iy
z'hs actions of tha three (3) Battalions, thou,gh ralutad, m‘bo cnn«» ‘
i Bideﬂd ”Pu‘mlyg O T R L S A - ) =§».L..1
) L fmw&ﬁamj.,; ey 5

+The miuicn of the Third: Bqttllion included the ‘reduotion of 1 :
West of RENTREMONT, entsring &nd olearing tha “town. Major ‘SIHPMK, 60.,{’ i |
manding the Third Bl.t'bnlion, elsoted to take a more covered spproach’ ‘l:?.\mc»,,-
the open ground along that assigmsd. XHe thersforo Jswnmg the Bq&tﬂﬂz’on 'l;o
" the right mlong the FORET-DU-HIMONT, thence Northewst on the rowd Lrom:
PLOMBIERES and first eontagfed the ememy in strengthon a resd hlogk e,
the roed junotion at E~156f31, Thiz block was heavily construoted,’ wr
'{ s hundred yards in depth. Enemy artillery was concenirated t‘c:; iafsn-i'n
fires, toc. By 1645, 20 September 1544, this had boex rqduood,. The road
from there into 'town runs slong a deﬁle. With enemy on the Northern
ridgs threataning the route of supply into town, & force of one (1) com-
pany was ordered to teks them out on a flanking . ve to the:left, .0n thu
right, though no'fire was being rsceived ‘from 'g;‘hg‘h_ Fort, the arsa sur- RESTE
* roundimg it was 1011 covered by rim.“’Upan ramﬁln; tha tort, men ot m N

e N W
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Battallon found it unmanned. Its use for our purposes was alse thought
to be of no sdvantage but oms (1) compemy took positions near 1t. At the
close of the 20th the Batialion dispositionz were as follows: one (1)
company on the Northwestern ridge of town at E-160445; ore {1) ochpeny
near the fort; one (1) comrany working its way %c the high gm'and above
town at E~167435.

The Second Battallon, coming up from the ;south, oncountsred its first
enemy road block at-E-153407 which efter u brisk fight was reduced. Thsn
a #scond one at X-169408. Howover, the emsmy had only dropped back to &
third oms two hundred (200) yerds boyond which proved more formidable., it
these the road ran through a deep defile 4o whioh thars were mo turn-offa.
Tall, haavy-set evergreens of the forest had been systematically felled,
booby~trapped and miped to form each blockads. On sither zide the forests,.
the underbrush, and the steep slopse added to the effsctivermas of the
barrisr. Within the woodz it wasz impossible to use sithsr ertllilery or .
mortars to do any good. Surging forward from the second block at daybreak
on the 2let, in an asttompt to filter past the third block on the left,
Company "E" came upon more Jerriss than they could handle in the woods at
K~160420, and in the confusion and withdruewal which followsd about a third
of the company was lost. Compeny "F" was then sent desp to the right in
an sffort to get around the clearing., BFear the trall crossing st X=-177408 .
the company engaged an enemy group which returped 20mm fire. A numbsr of
the ememy, caught by surprise, were killed, but Company "F" was Torced to
go South toward the Pirst Battalioz in opder to get out.

The Firét Battalion, on the 20th passed through LE-VAL~D'AJOL a.nd
BAMANXARD, beat back about thirty ($0) enemy nmeasr CLATREGOUTTE, and mowed
on LE-GIRMONT~VAL-D!AJOL, which af'ter a sharp fight, war oleared at dark
on the 20th, ¥o less than sixtesn (16) physical blocks hed to be removed
in and around LE GIRMONT. Prossing forward from L® GIRMONT on the 21st,
after oontacting the enemy at ¥-152389, the Battalion steadily fought and
redused succesaive road blocks nntil for the night 4% Lad resched X-180394,

Moarwhile, on the 21st, Company “L" of the Third Battalion early
gaimed the high ground ovarlooldng REMIRRMONT at E~166436, whore some con-
corn was felt because the company was hemmsd in By fire from three (3) .
sideg—a large onsmy force was still engaged in the pocket iIn front of the
Second Battalion. But Coloms] LYECH ordered the company to hold itz posi= . -
tion with sll-around defenss. This i1 succeedsd in doing, and Ffon 1t sup~ W
ported offactivaly the slow but steady prognu of the Bnttn.lian into thl :

,«g“( N -,
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town. From this height also, artiliery and mortars were directed on enemy
vehicles sttempting to escmpe in daylight scroas the bridge North of town.
By nightfall of the 2lst only a mall portion of the town could dbe consid-
ered ours bubt 8ven this and the ground wé, held was harssssd by many snipers.

During the night of 20-21 Septomber 1944, while the battle was locked
around REKIREMONT, a first orossing of the MOSEILE was effected by the
1418t Infantry to the North and on the Reglmental left. Demomstrations
wrs made by our Third Battelion in 1ta gsctor. During the day the foroens
across the river were built up inmcluding troops of the 14lat and 143rd In-
fantry Rogimentg, KLOYRS was poeired snd on the 22nd movemsnt South to the
high ground Northeast of REMIREMONT was begun, : e

.0n 22 Ssptember 1944, Company "B" of the 1424 Infantry was ordered to
cloar out an ensmy road block at MOULIE, Northwest of REMIRREMONT, in order
to fapilitate passage of heavy engimesr bridging equipment. Company *B%
was trucked from the First Battalion to a point pmoay FALLIERE, whare it
circled to the Jorth and East and accomplished itr missicms. CoRpsny "B®
then took positions on the Forthwsst of REMIREMONT to support the mml‘;v
Buttalion. . R

On the 22nd, while the Third Battalion increassd its'pressurs within
the town to claim by nightfall two-thirds (2/5) of it, the Pirst Battallon,
from E-~180394, advanceéd againet lipght resistance, *then lost contast snd
moved on to take lte objective at K-180425, From there Company “C¥ was
gent to cut the Eagtern road out of REMIREMONT and s platoon of the Bat-

. talion went to the edpge of the woode at E-170426 to .help brask the hold-
up of the Sscond Battalion. The Second Battalien dispatched Company *F"
. far to the left this time, and Company "F* waz able to work in behind the o
Germans at &~16042%, Part of Coxpany "G% got mcross the narrow.-opening
- at F~165418, thus forming. a pinher en the resiating blockads. N T
oy - T aggﬁw&mﬁ,ﬁfxmﬁg&ﬁ@;@gt%&gé,};u4 : :
By morning of the 23rd, the Germens in and Bouth of REMIREMORT had  «::
... .fled, - During the night they had evacuated, Jeaving small: roups. Pof de- " L
b 7 7%aying, from the pocket im fromt of the Bsoond Battalion, had crossed the  °°
_ river to the Forth and blown the bridge. Company "C" at dtm rosd block
L e kmook®d out an ensmy 88mm gun and two trusks. The few anipérs left in
_ ‘ town were slearsd before noon. ' In pouring rain the Second Battelion en-
% ‘ tered from the South, the Third Battellon made 1ts headquirters invthe
center of town and the Pirst Battalion walted om the outskirts ms flank
b o ! soourity. D S COWART s

———
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i Orders to move agein ceme too scon for the men were alresdy worn by
the heat of this battle. Isaving the Third Battalion for sscurity in
RENIREKONT, the remeinder of the Regibnt moved North on foot to oross
the MOBELLIE river on the temporary pontoon bridge at v-164417. The re-
cent raine had swollen the rivar, snd the approaches on both sides, deep-
rutted and miry, were almost impesseble for traffic heavier than one-
guarter {1/4) ton. The rain continued through the night. It was early
morning befors daylight, before the First and Seocond Battmlions olosed
into their escembly arses at V-185425 and V-196440 preparatory to contin-
ulng the edvance Hortheast io enlarpge the XOSELLE bridgehead.

! A new phase was about %o begin. In the words of old-lina veterans of
bitter ITALIAN battle experiemce it was ms tough, if not tougher, ‘than any
they had known. No big news or fancy write-ups would come of it. No grast
gaina were made. The going was hard, the ground rugged, mounteinouns, thiekly
covered with foliage, the weather intolerably reiny end cold, the enemy
striking back with heavy artillery barrages and infesting the broad sestor
of advance with perslistent infiltration of infantry. Casualties, the -
grenter numbar non-bettle resulting from extrems fatigus--exhasstion, foot
trouble, respiratory cases--were heavy, reducing company strengths to m -
nub. The gallaniry of our men in the face of thess fectors was unsurpassed.
What solid sccomplishment the Regimsnt did make was ths protection of the

I Division right flank end & large share in enlarging and uocuring 'hhe MOSELLE
i, bridgehead.

While = series of anti-tenk road blocks held on the Repimental right,
the First and Sacond Battallons jumped off toward objectives; First Bat-
l talion, high ground st V-23747T2; 8Seocond Battalion, the villape of TEEDOK
: and the high grownd at V-225477, To oross the mountain mass between
BLOYES and the TENDON « THOLY road, single littlewused elrt rail oy ¥ =
of BLOYES was the only route of aupply. Yhis zerved the Bacon ‘!iﬂn fon
atraight through to TEKDON, another trail branching Bast from &4 t ¥-177453

25 waeg the only one feasibla for the Firat Battadon. - Boj:h;,raro ‘ﬁ* o.bly poor,
eould not contain ermor and even ;)oap traffic wis laboricus an rinding.
CaddhFT Rl ﬂ_x_a

During the 24th, against inores.sing rosistanéi, and’ aimd uinn,
: the Second Battalion reashed vantege ground around TENDON, with Company “F*
I across the road at V-216465, Company *G" on the ridge at 7V-209485 and Com-
. pany "E" to the North at V-2148, Bafore dark an estimated four hundred (400)
i to siz hundred (600) Gormans were seen in the town and our artillery was
direoted upon them. For _ﬁ,hg“mght Company "F" established a‘road block
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South of town and the romeinder of the Battalion organirzed on the ridge .
to the Bouthwest. !
. ‘ f -

The First Battalion out the TENDON. THDLY road at V-253450, met heavy
resistance there imncluding artillery, and threw off s strong enamy attack
from the South before stopping for the night in that vieinity.

e In order to strenmgthen vulnareble forces at the rosd blooks Colemel

’ LYHCH hed roquested and obtained permission during the aftermoon teo bring
om (1) -company, Compamy “I", from the Third Battalion in REMIREMONT, to a
block abt ¥-200425, which axrived on position by dark. In the morming om
(1) platoon of Company *I® was sent to the blook at V-214438. Two (2)
platoons of Company "A", ome at each of thess blooks, were thus relieved
and sent to rejoin the First Battalion. .

0On the 25th, whlle ths Sscond Battalion maneuvered to oloss on TENDON
. 8t111 meeting resistamce from within, and the Pirat Battalion plugged far-
ther againat strong enemy firo toward 1ts objsotive, a plannsd ensmy attask
waz launched mgainst the Company ®I%, Anti-Tank road blosk at V~200425,
preceded by artillery and mortar fire. Ome. (1) of our anti-tank guns was
knoeked ocut and first reports oalled for an ambulance with ald men, indt.
cating casualties. Thia began around 1245h. (olomel LYNCH ordered the
Regimental MP Flatoon of twenty-five (26) men, the oxly reserve readily
available, to mpve o the sceme. The 14lst Infaitry was called and its
Commarding Of ficer asked 4o sond support from its Canmon Jompany looated
fifteen hurdred (1600) yards to ths West, to a point sbout £1lve hundred
{600) yards in rear of the blook to forestall a pozsible breakthrough.
Division ordered om (1) Company of the Third Battalion, 14lst Infentry
to reserve under 142d control (this was withdrawn after the mext develope-
mént). ' Then the remainder of the Third Battalion, 1424 Infantry was re-
lsased from Division at RENIREMOFT and arrangemsnts wore made ‘to haatily
trensport them to the ‘Ahreatensd ares. An attack against anothdr blook ..wijey,
o MG V-193420 foroed 1t o drew in 14a lime. . The fighting oontinued through- .-
“out the remaining daylight periods: Visidbility was oor‘,"nll&il‘:ig“t!n'omw\@g“
to come in oloze to our positions, R - TR :f
. ‘Prequent oounteratiac 4330!11:1:1\3'& to hamper th# Movement of ths Pirst 7:?’33%
[, Battalions The Germans filtered omto the Battalion's expossd f£lank and out
their rout® of supply, forming « bloek oxm 4. Ruirbmoew;g@ TENDON % i
3 front of the Becond Battalion was #till dotermined, ' Reports £f .largs eremy

5 concentrations and & column of omd hundred (100) artillery véhiSise entering

~ 19~
4
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1E THOLY wore given by reliable Fronch sources. With these in mind, and in
particular, the fast that mnoh needed aspply to the First Battalion oonld ’
not be effectod, and with the existing dsnger on the right, Colonel LYKCH,
with the approval of Major Gamsral DAHIQUIST ordersd the withdraiml of the
First anl Sscond Battalions to favorsble defersive positions in order to
oloss-in our linss and to makes resupply. A reinforosd platoon from sech
Battalion was to remain in the advanced positiona to screen the withdreowal
and stay there until foroed back. . . e

[

Doapite the precariousmss of the situation many of the =z wore
saddened at having to give up the gains that had besn made but the deoistlon
was delibsrate snd mecessary uoder the olrcumstances. T

1n the might the Becond Battalion returned to taks positions en the
noso ut V-185465. 0D2 (1) compmny of the Second Eattalion moved ts Regi-
' mental ressrve st V-185440. - . L

‘Just before dark, the Third Battalion, in its dssembly area st ¥-185425
reoelved a heavy shelling, .. ‘ o RN
In the morning the Pirst Battalion had to fight ita way beok, ‘soking
up sgeinst an eatimatsd ome hundred £ifty (150) Germans on the blook thay
had sstablighsd oo the First Battalion supply route, But the Battalion got

through and took its position on Hill 769 a¥ V~200445.

Our Third Battalion was active during the day, olearing 4he valley in
the V=2042 area. Arraogemexts wers made for the Third Battallen, l141st
Infamtry to relieve the Third Battalion, 1424 Infemtry, thus allowing'ns .
to push the thrse (3) Battallons to the frout when tiw lt-l:'mk..;‘!'?}ﬂm ued, '
o RS .- g B g

T A N
S LA
During a1l of this t}rﬁ,ﬂ?‘rm'pﬂrlilh x{&r B

. . o .,..*'.,___”_ T BT PR A4 ' i ¢
< i Near evening of the ‘T6th, .4 report from & lome GI who had wan -
inte TENDON and oleimsd to have found it emptied of mmﬂ%ﬁ'ﬁha%
patrol for investigation. .This patrol, under Captain (then Pirst Llew- .. .
tenant) JOE W, GILL, Comanding Offiosr, Compeny "g%, 1424 ‘Tof antry;tafter
_ reoeiving self-propsiled wospons fire from the town and -151:%;9;' en #sti-
matad two (2) pletoons of mrmtry,goma. *.L"" B

' . At TEMLT T "-;"_ e
. In the attask of the 27th the mission sPifhe Regimext waa %o conoens
trats on taking TENDON. It was planmod for £be Becond Battalfeh to take’:

-
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positions, as befors, to’the Boutheast and Southwest of the town while the -
First Battalion passed thiough to the town propar in foree. The Third Bat-
telion was ordsred to establish & road block st V-223456 wud to organise
positions on the slopes of Hill 827.

The ettack of the 27th progrsssad favorably for the Becond Battellon.
First a platoon and then the whole company of Compeny ¥E“ worked inmto TENDOY
on ths Forth. At 1500 the Germans were trylng to get out to the South. The
Sscond Battalion had been given the go-ahesd signel when their position ap-
posred to better advantage, while the First Battalion had had to stop to
recrganige when the ensmy sprang a sudden attack upen the centsr of its
colwmn. The Third Battelion, advancing towwrd the road, becams subjocted
to 8 terrific enemy artillery and mortar shelling, snd their attack war
further disrupted when the Battalion Commander, Major SIMPSOH.and hisg 8«3,
Captain JAMES R. LOW&RY, wers woundsd. - To take hold of this situation, _
Colooel LYNCE ordered Major ROSE (KMI) TOUNG to assump cormand of the Bat~
talion, end obtaiped Captain JOHN B. EUNLEY, formerly Assistant Regimental
§-3, from Division G-3, to aspist in the Battalion's stalf dutles.: For the .
night, the Second Battalion ccoupied TENDOE end the hill to the Rawt; the
First Battalion reashed its objectlve, the North slopas of Hill 728 at
V~225483, but supply up the trail ocould not be made as the Germans stlll
covered the routs; the Third Battasllon dug-in ghort of ths PENDON - THOLY
road at V-216442, still receiving heavy comcentrations of artillery.

For the 28th, the Pirst Battallon was ordsred to open ite supply lime
sxd to police the woode in its ares. Later two (2) companisz were ordered
to atteck Hill 827 along ths ‘Forth slopes of the ridge lips, while the
gecond Battalion atipoked m1il 827 from the Wost and the !‘hi.rd Bt.t‘ba].ion

T ;’oncing or ndvmoing thraugh tbs wobdad areas on thsn Hi1ly wes far
mors difffoult than sppears on the map. The Germens hid out, or inﬁltra-bed
back into aveas alreely o:lur&aq e sinister Gorman trisk was 85
_by our First Battﬂion—-boobrtrapping ct tha r own du-&. TRy
N f‘)%)"“ 3 M
'shs Secomd Bntﬁd!.on, with support "t anks and tlnk doutro;nn. runhdd
the olemring at 7-222482 In 4ts atteck tp Hil1 827, theh Twld wp thore untll
dark bbcause the Germans eovered the opan ground by strong fire, The Third
Battalion unwigely by-passed the emmy blook orossing the’ roul %o ;'endh ‘!:h i
same olearing. j:l: midnight both Buﬁu}.ions surged mmsi
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and by daylight the Saoond Battelion hed gainsd the top, while the Third
Battalion took the Bouthejn slopes. The Pirst Battalion resched V-232480
along the North {ree lide, fighting hard 111 the way.

. An ettack by two (2) Battelions of the 14lat Infantry up the valley to
; the left of our Pirst Battalion toward HOUX and LAVELINE at daylight of the
‘ 29th was thrown back by heavy enemy artillery concentrations. An enemy
Field Artillery obaserver ceptured by our First Battalion revealed that the
four (4) Battalions of the 138th Division Artillery hed moved into our
sectors Their guns whioh hed been virtually destroyed at MONTELIMAR had
been replaced by new ones, though batteries now consisted of -thywe (3) in
place of four (4) guns each. This was borme out by the unusually heavy
barrages that the Germans were putting down.

Continuing towards Eill 827, the First Battalion had u stiff fight all
the way. Casualities for the dw mounted to eighty (80), outting the Bat-
talion strength down to a fraction of its sirength, And these were burdened
i by extreme fatigus. Before night Company "5* wae out of £ from tha rest of
- the Battalion, but digplog-in o defend ltself, it was able to rnjoi.n the
Battalion on ths morning of the 30%h. :

#Mv&v-

Tha Becond Battalion improved its positions around Eill 827 on the
20th, while Companies "E" and "L" of the Third Battalion wert ordered back
to lmook out the enomy rosd block on the TERDON - THOLY road. 'This proved
to be & hard nut fo crack. Our artillary was poured on it hagvily but when .
the infantry eame® in the Germans wWert atill there and ready. &Several at- Fae
tempts to reduce the bloek by artillery aloms 41d not wrails (4 uoordmghd
H attask of the Third Battalion on the svening of -t-.'na SOth ugl.‘!.n was frulte “EED-
! less. The G&mana elung to thair positions, idig Q—-?,’}.
b
i

tolonel LYNCK had baen nu:rsing 'y ooId for several dl.yl- By the §okk ...
it had ta¥en & turn for the worse.’ 3I-aqn51tit kad set in, causing los¥”
voioe. On that morning Brigadier Genersl ROBERY Y.:STAX, ~Assistant pivi
sion Commander; 36th Infantry Divisiss,’ erdered Colonel LYRCE baok to the

!’ ) ,  rear to resover. The General himself took over the immediate _oamuu! of

F © the Regiments . . % ,ﬁw‘!&\umw

"'&’n‘,v‘“%“.. W R

»‘»

, ... Mth the uitu-tion on 3111 827 claml' .
rengements whorsby Compantes wgr gng w©r lrouid be relieved from the hiif‘ ,
bafors dark. -Company "B".was 4o rmin, being mttashed to the Becond Bat~ 3 AL
talion in dafenn af the aeotor, it was plann-d thlt Company ‘B" would

Y
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bs relieved on the Following day when the Third Battalion, 141st Infantry
would extend ite pdsitirma te inelnde HiIl 827T.

But the hopou, Highly set, were dashed for the day when at moon, Com-
pany "G" recelived s strong enemy atiamck on the crest of Hill 827. (ompany
®B®  advancing to teke pesitions op Company ®G%ts left found Germens al-

; ready there, digeing in. Compeay ®G* held ite ground in e fight which
lasted for nearly three (3) hours. Prisoners stated that four (4) com
panieg had engpaged in the attask. To teke cure of the threat on Company
m3® sz left, both Company ™G" and Company "BY pulled back s safe digtance
for the night end our srtillery was placed on the German cccupied areg.
By morning the Germans had abandoned their positions. .

With Companies "B" and "C" in contect with the snemy at twilight of
ths 30th it wes impoesible to effect the intendsd relief. Tired mn hung
on yet anothsr day.

A great deal had happened in Jeptembsr. -Long distences hal been
covared, The pursult had bsen continuous, rapid at first and rolling, but
at the last slow and plodding. The power and drive of the early stages had
been spont before the month's end, snd the wen, though woary and worn anx they
had not known it before, woere npt beaten or losing, but edged forward, for-
eing the Germans back into the hilla that guard their country's frontier.
Saptember had brought a decided chanpe in the weather. (Continued rains and
thilling cold gave a forstaste of approsching winter. The war too for the
moment had changed. From sasy-going motorized asdvances the campaign for
Southern FHANCE passed into a bitterly contested battla to erosz the border
into GERWAYY. 'The mounteins, the ralns, and the o¢ld stons housss became
reninigoent of the fighting in ITALY. LYON hed been entered, the river ob-
stacles of the RHONE and the DOUBS had besn crossed. Sharp fighting began
at ST VIT, across the DOUBS. It occeurred szain South of LUXEUIL; ‘inoreased -
et RADDON, toughened before REMIREMONT, was-its hardest around TEIDON. ..
Again, thie cost the Regimunt some of its best and most familiar faoss. Our
strength had been severely depleted by the fierceness of the sustained *o-
tion during the latter part of the month.  Thess days of Soptember 1944 will
brighten the pages of our wnit Journal as representative of rare ogyursge and
extrems fortitude in the fase of a determiued and fanatical raalntume nnd

adverass conditiens of weather.

RICEMD A, FUFP
" B/8gt., 142d Infantry
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Wesn, eu 1l Ootober 1944, the w¥x of the First axd Segond !sﬂnlhm

truiged down the winding, muddy, rook-pockeied jesp trail whisk was thely
) . singie youbte of swpply to the wilderness of Fill 8217, the strain of hard
fighting and exposure to eontinmmwd raim and eold was plainly writtea ia
their $ired, masty-eyed, beardsd faces and maried tw wary shuffls of wei
feot, Thes were the men who had soms wp from 4he besches o Bowthern 7°
FRANCE, an) who had fer the past fiftsen (15) days nmloultjln;il
forward sgainst toughening enemy yesistamoe at LIXNVIL, o L
in the woodlands around TENDON, where sxtriesting’ Gun-.u u-l A
mver-ending tasks There were far 18ss of thess mem than had ﬂl.r\bl." g
Battls oasualties had besn muwrous, while the' sxhainsting sondisions of
battls and the inclement weather that scoompanied: 1%, had similarly talea
its toll, The Regimental strength physloally was % low edb. IS vas
sorely in nsed of a rest, But, for lssk of troops and the urgensy of 4w -
situstion, sven & rest had to bo qualified, . During hw month of Ootober,
with dut limited intervels out of the lime, a wnit ntltin,tblui.-lt
wag eomitted 4 the defense of a 11pe extenling at pae tims for a exghh
of hirbeen thousand (13,000) yurds. %The eharaster of this nisslen was 2t ™
0o much defonsive as 1t was & stabiliszing of 5be )roﬂoully uﬂ.lbngpm i

A
*s
wr

. sivance of eur foroes. Thi sumy 40 eur fromy, 1ves ina M grate
e eivemstewe u&u;q: ia xmbers, iunhhl& By “,;;'":
. ond only ém weo n’m 1imi 'n.. s _",_ Rt
RS H ,»lbout,-r'ly with & t.ﬂ' ;;:l ey P4 J” dorin
y "'mconouputoolt{"mmthﬂwm:unwithu. Onr nn‘ﬁ
T waa spread tl!.nly on & 'hread front, buu; btaln resh, reesive =
. v plaewenty,"and 4o rebuild, velling these: izkewilshs with aggresslw’ TR
- action and atteoks of platoon-sise %o the froxk keeping the ememy oa ;uu-lkﬂg,,

for apossible maln effors and ia the sourse of &he ution deatroylig’ 86
of his forevs., 'One inoidental result during this itr!.od wus that rurd,t.
received & “shorough bmh indootrination l.mluung utin ;stﬂuhg. ’?‘%

While owr line remained l‘btti.om-y, the other twn_gl) Rogluwents of 4he
L Ba-ht !u.,

Division augmentod the atkmek of the fresh u!d lc;in
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‘. vielnify of TENDOK, ' Thé Thirl . " 14
. taahed e the’ 1m;nrmm «roqonlibh for Wals -

ook, but when the Infaciry oume in Shey wore ohde more thwarbed 1d an - -

S .
"\“l-.‘{/;-{:?

conprised of Japanses - Amworicans, on the Division's left, shrough MRUYIRES
and toward ST, DIE., After the fall of ERUYERRS, gains made in this ssetor
wore further exploited by switohing the 34 Division from South of the 384k
Dlvigion (the l42d Infantry extendsd its ssotor to inslude that of the 30th
Infantry, Mv:l.atcn) %o pour through tiw Zap and fon ovt to ¥ Northeast.

Muwk rain 'ruh damp fog ocoourred during Ootober. By the lass ef e
month a srisp ¢old wap evidemsd by morniag frosts. The olesr weatbey
brought our planes ewt in support. 3Buk, it also gave Jerry obserwatien,
and around the aupply and omunloa.tion lize asar HOUT and nm.:n-m-mux,
his artillery found a tl.wrlb tu'pi. R __, 1.~.\ ‘ ;

On'l Ostober, the Regiment was engaged Southenst of mol,"‘u. irst
Battalion having sleared $he long ridge from W11 T28 4e K111 627; the
Seoond Battalion sn the ereeh of Hill 8527 kaving repulesd a Germin s¥tmk
the afterncon befere; the Third Battalion enisavorimg 4 redwoe g porein -
boxt German rosd blook on the maln TEXDON » THOLY yosd mear LE NN,
Colome] GEORGE B, LYNCH, Regimsntal Commander, 14234 Infaniry, was at the L2
rear recovering from a e0ld and the Reglmext, fer the tiwe belig, waa e
der the command of Brigadier Gezoral ROMIRT Y. SYASY, Lssistant Blviilea
Commanier, A relisf of the Firet Battalion plamed for the previous day
hed boen postpornd when the Geraans shaged an stbaok agalnst eur positiens
on X111 827 whioh was driven off after a three-hour fight, However, ems .
smsmy grovp had gwoesdsd in owoupying miefendsd ground on the Forth olow
to Company "g", the lsf% flank of the Bweond Battallon, Durimg the night
Company “a®. pnllul back a safe digtanss snd the area was huvny shelled,

By xormipg.4he Germans had abandonsd theiy pesitions, xnd .ﬂ.@;’ -
supying the groumd, feunl uomammed ensmy I.uhiu o sited’ *
ﬁ..r.- T C ] .‘i‘.' o :q‘%ﬁﬂ

With 4be situation ix hamd on d Oo‘bnbor, the Third Mi&l’&l.‘(lﬂﬂ -
Infantry st 1500, began taking over the dsfense ef Fill 827, 1elle
our Pireh md Shoond Batbalions h rotnmﬁ "iu-ﬁfy ‘

wvrj P

RE

. Xarly on. ﬁu nr:dn; ‘ot 1 Ootober, the Third m:hun i‘dn Y “w

on the German road blosk which had several tlmes repeliel nttespts by

16, The night before, & Serrifie arfillery pouniing was laid ip-n.ao s

attenpt to dislodge ¥he enemy, Oniuu morning uo-puy'x' cnl:p. ”’bfb

B R K £
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ShiiSag..  UWCLASIHE
f£ianked %0 the Northwest and fought for tho high grouad above 14, Lnoﬂ:lr
‘ beavy artillery somentration preceded the athssk. The main psint of enasy
K resistance ocentered around a growp of housey at 4he rosd jumetlen (ecordi- .
nate V=2284854).  Oompany "I* and Company "IM attacked from LES (HERRTIRES

South along & winding trail, while tanks end 4axk destreyers, with engi-
meers mounted, drowe down 4h# main roeds - The sbjsative was fizally ek~
tatned at 1065, and Company "K® oontinued Rash ng She aleping growmd %o
the houges at the bead of the draw &b V=234467. The blook f4eelf extenied
in depth beyond the sharp bend in she road, and large trees had been felled
oroaswise to stop passage, Our siginsers Lumsdiately set %o work 49 slanr
the way bub thea the enexy countsred with artillery and mortar ’hﬂopm
During the aftsrmon and into the aight work comtimued with tank dogers, ., ..
whioh, with ke lond threshing of its exgims, particwlarly i Ye- T
quiet of the nighk, repeatedly drew enemy fire. Two (2) Sank démers wird K
disabled befire work was stopped im the moraing, Muy 1eft n Qui- C
post ab the point of fts furkhest advemes, setiling vy a main’ ol daleny
Forth from 4hs rosd jumiion et IE REUL  Fush lhlﬂblllhf’f '
artillsry fell on theee positions that th-y wre withirsea o o find
1ine sbouwt four humired (400) yards beok.  TUnbil the 04k In;i‘mtrym
sbreast on the Bouth, some ensmy machime gun end mertar fire esné from EII S
T21. It 4s % Do remsnbersed ¥hat durhg m- +ims the Thind Battalion was
in a very wakened ocnditian. F St efna
! coxpanr b o (nintomd) e c;ucd bask h ro'.u.on the Mﬂn—ﬂlﬁ
f ion on the svenliug of 3 Ockober, T

- . g A '-:ai:_:«m-_

on nill 827 on-w Temained lutrenched ‘under esver .r huv

. woods direotly im frext ef the Third Batballon, 14lst Infasbry, Posibions. ~
“On'kbe morning of § October this Bettalisn was criiruh bty ok Fask . g
elear ¥he llopol md woods’ ' P L i ’

' Y E ‘ rq;l BIAOK erdered Lientser
m, co-mua; oftiser, Beoond. Battallsik, 4o move.
an aseonbly ‘area a¥ LES CHEERIERES, realy e’ ; 500 %

the woolsd edge of M1V’ ln, -ua,_-mr& mm‘ g

nnon.wrdm ron-l 'nlrnl
sion Comamding Gemsral, ¥ha¥’ vhe

14leh m s =
;) Infutq ,aniu- % iho
.nn rmt mmuu. uu;mmm o

d:t.n.a

be relleved that nighl’ u 3% W -M in 4he 1
lorthinﬁd:ﬂ.n;mm m‘!

4‘:;,J **‘J*..

[
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was then alerted to b realy to rtlion the Third nuthuon. 14lst Infantry,
by night. In the meantime, the attaok of the Third Battalien, 14lsh In-

b fantry, was ‘o sontimme, but no materisl progress was attained durl.u the

' . oourse pf the aftermon.

Gompany %%, lsading the Second Battallon, 1424 Infaxiry, sttesk, shod
out to the front, srosssd the Boutheastera mose of N1l 827, flanked the
Germans in front of the Third Battallez, 1l4lst Infantry, adl drewwp en s
ridge ovrleoking RUPT sud REEAUPAL (at T=242488). Compamy "I, following
Company ¥g® to the right rear, sleansd eud An Sasay mechine gun wst, thex
olossd with Compauy "g" sn its forward positisn. ‘A platoon of Company “F*,
1n reperve, was ordsyed to guard the Southeastern mewe of Nill 827, They
wore in process of taking uwp pesitions when a group eof Germans, lsaying the
densely wooded area of Eill 827, sue eowb %o the Compmy "F* rear. Motk
sides wore swrprized, The Qermans recoversd amd fled, o:no,t ror_'u whe .
was taken priscmer. A Secend Battelion patrel 4o RUPT during ﬁb ;E.;ht
touui tho bouses ceowpled by tiu DRy, i

' .

]yaorning of 8 Ootober, 'Hn First Mll I. zm Ilfuhy had takin

G

! over positions of dhe Third Battalien, l4lsh ]

.o woods on NMill 827 soxtimued &mnghoﬁthlq. ul%w T
®3" received stiff resistame in the woods Bouth or RUH and ti m A
pulled baok %o positions ef the night befers, - PR e

On the Tth, Campany "G®, attaoking Rast, agalz raw ints ih'on; srany
£ire im 4hs wods bouth of BUPT, dut Company "E", sont fouth h Anfiltrabe
from Y=24248) mnoross the olearing Eust e e wml "lobster Bl .‘I—_
ssaded in getting ome (1) squad maross, but the seaond was "{i et .-,‘f'-.,',_.
_ maships gun fire from the house in the slearing s the Southe Gompany
; "A" and Compeny "3* were AEMIR Beld wp on the Tefs of Gulpw‘.ge 5 it
' paiy "C" remaioed oa top .: N1 827, That aftersooa Compaxy *i‘m*‘h-i

on a wide flanking maneuver Forth unler sever of the

} grid, turping Sontheast f7om Ehere te pirike
F .'h#‘ [
i ,

SRR __nmmn.. "'-‘ny -i’;httul;unp_-qg;;h résho|

RAERE gi

hn rof"u. :iv%m-,
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sending ome (1) compaxy woross the open olearing %o the “lobster slu® fale
lowing closely an artillery preparstiem, Heavy weapons ¢f Compazy "A" were
dug=in to lend suppors, but the preparation sf these positions forovd a
dalay inm the time of 4be abttack ene hour. ' Bimultamwously Company "B" abw
tacked Southeast from nasr RUPT., Company "E® reced fer ¥hw ®lobatsr. elus®
and made ity A platoon of Qompmay "F* followed, 4 bither fight raged, .
with tbe Compsay "F* platoon recelving strong ensmy attasks ia retura.
But, by night, a firma holi ex the groumd was sesured. ¥Yhe lower point of
the "olxw" was outposted by Company "G%, which also had been Prought arcund
from the North. Conpany ‘l' and Compaiy 'r' h“.l.d positions mlong ¥iw dru
within ¢the 'oln". . A )
i "'I j-l .
Otnlnny "A', on its flaxking migsion net tti.r.f oppuiuon rm the
long stretch ¢f woods that thrusts Sowth teward RUPT,

i

2) tanks wers brought up to the oupnw "y pod%io-.ﬁ J'st
lt 50 disquieted the snemy that im ¥he wirking Company "A ;
abled to ocapleww i¥s mission without oppo.tuu"a."‘ g - ,;
b

Thus, sn # o-tol:lr, mopping wp of the u:i:n-d obJ!ﬂilﬂl s ?oqlo-
t0d and a 1ine of defense was sstablished, rumiag h.r r.l].,'.[ﬁm
the 26 grid, West %o the pelut of %e "lebater.e BErn may
of Wi11827, then Sowthwest te the 1424 Iafantry An€{-Texk Fe #ruﬁ._.]_; L
IE (REUL Oomtast with the 1454 Infawkry en the left on e - e
REEAUPAL roed, whioh had previously been made, -was redained, - ¥o'thé ‘Sowkh o
’ axd on the right, the 54 Division, eloaisg om IR THOLY, was with the 30& :
Ia.fntry, atteapting to out the !I!BIDO! «» LR THOLY road near mmmn

pe B wy

oz the nights of 10 and 11 Dotober, 4his 1ine was Saben s '?tyﬂn_.
third Battaliom, "AY, ®C", and "3 Companies being relieved the Fwning of
- $he 10th; the remeindér of the ¥irst and Sesond Battelions ex the 11th,
} . whioh nhrud 40 asseadly sroas in ﬂn ﬂdlﬂy ut EIDDI. :
e} 3"’-»4 r A o

(48) hours), :
of the 1434 ‘.tufmtry Domp
e ‘high gnnd nhogt
Zgat 4allon seotar ArblN
EJ,;@,," C4he 5 gri p

G*én;q?g PNP
r’h’ .

| —
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remrve) sector, on the loft of the Pirst Battalion, extended North to ime
cluds Hill 676, Wost ef JUSSARUPY. IThe relieved 1454 Infantry and l4lst
Infartry then attacked together with the fresh 4424 Infantry to take RRUTERE:

Or 1% Ootober the 8soond Battallon, 1l4lst Infantry, pushed out to take
the wooded trisngle North of JUSSMRUPL, and was then attached to the 1432
Infentry. Ytz left boundary Imluded a road bloek on tho rood from the
Eorthosst running into oaptured HERPEIMORY,

Two {2) days later, 21 October, the Seoond Batinlion, 1424 Infantry,
broadensd its front to relieve the Ssoond Battalion, 14let Infantry.:

the following day, or ratber, during the night of 22-25 Oetoder, four
thousand (4,000) yards more wore addsd to the Regimental 1ims, cmpma' g,
111tk Eogimsers, and the 36th Rscoxnalssanss Company wars attashed, amd |
each of thess comparies relisved o battnlion of the 30th Infaniry. VProm
EERPEIMORT to LA FORGE, whwre Fremh foroes on the right hld s road blook,
the 1im epproximated thirtesn thousand (185,000} yarde in longtk, ¥hs Reg-
{msnte) Imtelligonoe mnd Rooonnalssance Platoon beoked up the two (2) ate
tached companier in & rosorve position. Later, on order, this platoon took
over the position of Company "B", 111tk Engimsers. The Third Battalion
with these attachad uniis mm;aix»d control eof the line tren Lk FORGE to
REBATPAL, o

“@With the Divislonal atteck progreaning well to the North, tho hul&iag
fores Bouth from HRUTERES was aombined on 25 Ootobsr to imslule 4iw 1423
Regimsntal Combat Team and the 145 Regimantal Conbat Team, mr tho come
mand of Brigaiier Gemoral BTACK, and called the "GTACK FRCR™, * ¥hw gitue~ ..
tion remeined virtually the same within the 1424 Infantry sst- oxnopt --__
that the Becond Hattaliom was relleved by a hﬁtalion er tho mmq;&n
ooning down the onnin; of zs Oetobtr, Fib

=

?ropnrutioal hro uade ‘blgim:q; !'I Oetobor for

am attm): By tﬁu'iw

‘Infastry end the 1434 Tefantry to soize 1imited objsotivee, gooerilly the-

next ridge line from JUBSARUPYT -to LEMENGESTAT ta 1mlnis the towe of.
CHAMFIRAY end REHAUPAL. “Its purposs was Se ‘séswrs sasler duply aaﬁe-
munication routes which the JUSSIRUPY = CHAMPIRAY = REHAUPAL road would °
provide, Plans were druwn up, the Pirst and Third Battalion Comneniers

made their recozmalssances, and all was resdy for an “hour-toste-amounced"
on 29 October, when a orltical situstion im thé Divisiomal advarce East ot
RRUYERES osused thil ntmk to be portponed lmrinitoly on 28 Ostober, >
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The Bscond Battalion was ordered to IEPANGEE en B0 Qotober to be in
Division reservé, ready to move on a fwo-lour alsrt. Iowever, the follow-
ing day, to give our Third Batiallon a rest from 4he Iime, Colonel LYBOR
ordered the Becond Batiallon to. exnhange plun. ths relief ouomin; the
night of 31 Octoder = 1 Kovembar, -

The acens for the moxth of Ootober, onoe t!:s lha was ogtablished,
aid rot ghange mush exoept for the broadening or sontrastion of ths ztage
for the Regimant, while its individual oharacters, or battalions, shifted 3
adout varlously o different seotors. JUSSARUPY, OHAMPORAY and REFATPAL
booam familiar question marks $o nightly patroels, YEEDON, XAMONTARUPY,’
8Y. JEAH, BOUX anl LAVELINR wers muoh-used landmarki for rear installaiions,

Thepe hills 1n the VOBGES Mountains are well forssted and in maiy
plases the underbrush is tangled and olosely interwoven, Bui' along the .
l1im of defenss the forests hat bLeen oloarsd of thoe snemy and broken open
grouxd faced o the front from JUGSARUFT %o REHAUPALs The Gerwans forwed
strongpoints around ths scattered housos alonz the 1 and iz $he towns “7i%
which eur patrols regularly tested. - ] S :

Our positions were sarsfully organized tc'r io!'onn.‘,-‘ -luﬁ'ﬁn} ing
round fighting holes, then with tho passing of time made shelters witk
overhead oover for protection against artillery fire, and dug-oubs for

. growps of men %o warm up and d4ry out in, Machine guns, insluding .50 cale
iber, with ground mounts, wors sitsd to cover possible lanes of ensay sp=
prossh, Bacause of the length of the lime, only vital points wers aouq»h&

| and organised, the intervezing spases, sometimes lengthy, beisg ovvered by ®

fire or patrell. lngimr wire was alu uplopa around ah- 1wolated o

Pﬁ!’.tiﬂu- . S v&*\., 2; . wﬁ%

S‘a.trolun; %0 tho tnmk hem s dlil; and’ lnhnﬂ ¥ Eﬂ?ﬂﬂ. I8 A
sonstituted the main scabat setion duiing the period and atforded ’lnnlubk‘_;::
b training and experience partioularly %o the »ew men, but alse Yor old-tlwers.:

By aggressive patrolling the exmomy was kept gusssing, soms ef larger sise

havizg the mature of or l.ud.i.ng the ow%‘o hihw that & full sole b=
" teok was in the offing, "00¥ 'morming, ox Whsh an cosaslon, thé Gormang Taid

down an intensive preparation of defonsive artillery fires along the whole

of our First Battalion front, Patrelling alse getermired enany woik amld .

strong pointe and kept a watohful eye on his mﬁhm. Ralding parties

' - and often regular patrols fregquwntly inﬂicm le'nro oasualtion on te - =
3 anenmy to up his rbnngth. ) :
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thare are two (Z) Xinds of patrols. Reconnalesame patrols usually
consist of three (3) to six (6) wen whoas mission 1s to follow a presoribed
route, searching for snsmy information or aotivity without engaging iu a
fight. Fighting or oombat patrols went out im suffiolent sise, usually a
squad or platoon, with a dsfinite misslon, Wwk also prepared to engage mny
spony along the way. Patrols and patrol routes wers plamied daily by the
Begimsntal or Battalion's 8-2, Patrol reports were sumuarizsd on a large
alr=photo mep #esh morning and the informatlon obteined forwarded 4o Divi-
slon G=2. .

Patrolling is a risky and sometimes eerie business. Onos out in front
of our own positions a sudden durst of fire may eoms from any quarter, A
Company “K" oombat patrol on 18 Ootober went to aearoh ewl a oertain house
in 1ts sector. %he patrol got %o within fifty (80) yurds ef the houss whors
1 ensay sentry ochallenged. A brisk fire fight then followed w= g madhime
gun from ond oormer of the houss, amother from the edge of a roarby woods,
mall arms fire then rifle grenadss from amother Afreetion, then mortar fire
landing £ifty (60) yurds to the lefh, suldenly opened wp =- yot $he patrol
got out without a oasualty. But thers wére sther times when owr patrols
worksd in elossly to German positionms, without being discoversd, e eatoh
them by surprise. oo

Formal artillery support waa restrioted by an wmumition seareity,
resulting from the overburdensd supply lins, Camon Company amsunities,
though limited, was more availabls and frequextly oalled for. Both artil-
lery and sannon fires were carsfully reglatered on defensive targets fer
spsrgemoy ¢alls Battallon mortar fires strengthsned further the defemaive
pattera, . .

An snomy strongpolnot In a growp of houses on & kmoll Norkh ef REHADPAL
bothared the First Battalion sswveral days. On 51 Ootobss am 8ight ineh
(8") howitser was directed on the houses, demolishing them, Following 4his
up, & party frem Compsny "% attacksd and seiwed $be ground, Then the
gornane promptly sounteraftacked with about fifty (80) men. ' Our parky’ -
had %o fall bask, but shen with a soeond %hrusk swosseded in talding end o
seouring the positisn, .oapturing twelve (12) prisonsrs im ¢he Pighi%~" .

The use of tanks was restrioted by the Serrainm. They were Srewgd
wp into position in anbtloipation of the plammed atteck of 29 Ootober to
lexs direot fire support, but this aotion mever.dewlepsd, S

i
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! Closd alr support misalons wors flown when the woather allowed. ‘A

i system in practisce within the Corps directed fighter bombers 4o ths tarpget
by £i91d artillery obssrvers in oub plamss which hovered over er moar the
selected target, radloed the mission o the bonbers as they oircled the
sub plans, and further indicatad the target by firing sa artillery sacke

H shall, 7This cbyviously obtaimed bteitsr ascurscy amd sawd precious minutes

{ in required time.

At tbs begimaing of Qotober ths Regimant was at s sovers handicsp dw
4o the casunlties that had drained officers and mop-scumissionsd offissrs
‘ from duty statuse Over the period of tiwe from SALERIC the ranks had beem
i thoroughly sullsd to £il1 the wwoancies on previous ovcasions und 1ittle
' qoalifiod material remsined, Replocomants omming in thorefore bad every
: opportunity to ahow the spark that might make them responeible xnd able
1 1saders within ihe Regiment. Bub at the month's end this sonditlion re-
neiped much the sane, -

et

| puring the month elght hundred and seventeen (817) replassments were
reoelwd and absorbed, snd thege aloag with returness from tlw hogpital
built up the strength defloisnoy to an spproximsts ons hundred and sixty
(180) averags per rifle company st the monthis end, But in conalderimg
that figure, allowansa must bo made for the raw quality of green men and
ths diffioulty of sssimilating them direoctly under combat conditiens, On
the other hand, some of thase undoubtedly profited by reslistie first «p-
periences, Casuslties incurred during the month wmounted to forty-fomr
{44) snlisted xon Killed, ssven (7) offficsrs and threo hunired and twesmty
(320) enlisted men wounded, and ton {10) enlisted men missing in sstiom.
| As the Battalions toock their +urm out of the 1lms, though they were. .
2t411 assenbled within ensmy artillery rengs, every effort was made ¥¢ U 7
make things comfortable wnder ihe prevellimg eonditions, - Troops weye .5,
bunked in houses, Showers snd a fresh issus of clothing was sapplied vy~
the Rogimsntal B=i, with the showsr izstallation at XAODETRUPY,  Movies
" amd u recreation room were set up im TREDON, Xitchona sorved hot mesls,

2

N - P - a .. ton & -
Though supply during the month was eased by a stabilized livs, & tulk
of wintar squipment for Lssue tarzed 1ts lengihy lines, fThe mew Lype
cowbat jsoket, swoaters, and overcoat, blankets 0 bring the mmber %o
Yhres (8) por man, & resupply of field Jackets and ralncoats, and a new
type rubborized shoe pack, wors aoong the items of lssus for the month,

e, ;
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in addition %o the routine supply of rations, smmnition, and fael.

An sttwmpt to propagandiss thw Germans (and Ruseians whieh they were
maploying) to our fromt by the wse of direst brosdsast with « Isud spesker
syetem falled when mechunleal diffioulties imterferred., Persuariv pume
: phlets with safescondust passes wors hurled 4o tw Germans by our artil~
: lery on ssveral oscasions, Ome morming thres (&) Germans turmed in bear—
ing only one paas, wonderimg 1f that was sufficlent for tiw three,

October then, was spent along a lios ef hills im the VD84ES, Jlotlon
afbor the Iine was established, was eontined % frequent snd aggressiw
patrolling end ralding partles, while the Regiment varieusly hel2 a broed
frout, snd at the sa time endeswwored to wiild wp a sorely depleted

= strength, .

}F ) 2%': . )
F 7 RICHERD & NUFY . ° 3
8/8gt., 1424 Infaniry
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OPZRATIONS IN FRANCE FOR THE MONTH OF NOVAMRR 1944

The 1424 Infantry fought its way over and out of the VOBOES mountains
in Yoveabel to como within easy range of snmmy soil and the REINE River
border. Starting slcwly agalnet bitter odds of weather and terrmiz in a
push down the LES ROUGES EAUX River Valley, the fighting developed into
a sposding rase esstward acrozs the hump of the mountsin renge and throu;h
the nerrow BT MARIE AUX MINES pass to ths road RHINE Eiver plain, - ‘lnny
obstaoles wore overcoms and sirong enemy defensive barriers broken down
or out-mansuvered, 7The olearing of the PORET DOMINALE DU CHAMP wad th.
scene of hard sustained wildernesa aotion, jground OORCIRUX +the m-y
became olusive in rotreat, loaving a wake of charred destrnotien in ‘_‘E‘w w’ﬂq
burning of sntire 'rlllngn. An all-night, all=day merch from MANIRAY ,
gained BAN DE LAVELIFE and WISEMBACH, 8T MRIE AUX NINES was teksa by a -
flanking route that caught the Germans by surprise. Tough battles tock
place iz 8T CHOIX mnd Eest of LIEPWRE. At the month's end the Regimmt
hed won the lant hill before the RHINE and had entered ita first tom in
the plain, KINTZABIM.

_ At the cpening of Novexber two (2) battalions of the Ragiment wers

/ bolding a line in the VOSGES mlong the hill mass West of JUSBARUPI, South
through REHAUPAL and DBUENGESTAT %o LA FOBGE. These positions with elight
variations had remeined virtually the e throughout thu sntire ‘.-oni-.h of

October. e
- ’4@&1;@%{, Wi
" But operations, which had for 1 hn;pnn in o state of ptatle’ Ao W
' : fense were formulating for offensive aotioR. ~To the North)iipiher elemsnts 5 y
| . of the Mvision, with ths 442d Regimental Combat Tewm a.ttmh-a, had rouhd
: ssatward from IRUYERES along the southern edge of the WMEET DOMINALE,
CHAIP to  point in the southeastern tip sbovs Id HJUBBIE.I. This '-*-*.3
! o oonsiderable salient 4o the Raxt from which 1% appe qtadmhglom 'bu .
: strike soiuthward taking the trio of hills on that flank. ' Bub, afber re-"
connslssance and plans for this mission had besn made, the- 1du. was aban=
| donsd for the mcment in favor of a drive down the RarTow 'ullcy t‘rc- i3
L RODGES EAUX to olean out the snemy in this seotor.-

.~ DECLASSIFIED .
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The Third Battalion had assembled in LE PANGES es Divieion tezarwe
on 1 November. Relief of the Beoond Hattalion by elements of the l4lst

infaniry was accompllshed the following evening and the Battalion elosed
into !KHDOH until moving to the sssambly area prior to the attask,

The 14lst Infantry had gocured a line genorally asiride the LES
ROUGES EAUX River Valley at V345618 - V388615 - V336605, Passing through
this, the 142d Infantry, with a babttallon on either side of the walley,
was to atisck Southeast, elearing the high ground to the head of the
valley. On the right this involved olsaning out the opposition in froat
of the 4424 Regimental Combet Team whioh held & J.ins gonerally pnrallcl
4o and Southwest of the nllay- )

the Pirst Battelion rmainad in defensive position from JESSEUPY

to REAHPAL and came under commend of the BTACK FORCE.
G

On the 4th the Socond snd Third Battalions moved 1nto unmbly
poeitions Bast of LES ROUGES RAUX just back of the 14£lst Infaitry’ nns, ey
the Segond Battalion on the right. Artillery fire whioh reportedly hed Wit
been light in the valley coxmenoed before noon and continued to harass
our entranoa onto position until after derk. . *"f’iigin .

the valley 1tself fs a narrow flat bed and opan clearing from two
hundred (200) to four hundred (400) yards wide running through the heart
of s densely wooded wildernese on sharply rising high ground to el ther
side, Only u Pew houses dot the single valley road. Our troops in their
sdvance had to avold thie xinimum of open ground and pushed up and down
over the mmercus ridges under cover of the thiockly forested sreas, But
this presented speciel dlfficulties. 7The golng was slow, the fighfing
often from tree toc tres, and a most terrifylng effest was that of tree-
turst artillery, crashing and splintering every whioch way. On the ‘other
hend the use of our own artillery and morters was restrle {,ﬁ‘a 0103.-11
shooting because of this type of terrain. ;But the hardes ‘“Fhat made i
the fighting tough was the weather, us rain and mist und‘sm;,ﬁon Argem~.
‘santly throughout the entire period of thie action iﬁd“omdﬁo ,ruul Wit
_ing frem oxposurs, particulerly trench foot, mounted to a high en “sostly”
‘ toll, Troops hed 5o msans of drying wet fest even after seversl days of
iy sustained dmmpness, “There were no houses in whish to take, uhol‘har in the
deep wilderness and the fordsts dripped with rain,” untll, on the _gi.zﬁt
and seventh days = blatket of wet snow whitened the ground N’lmng on ths -
free limbs to make . pretty ploture but not the kind to fight & war in,

e

£
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SECRET

Before the attack Jumped off e squad of Engineers, with Infmtry
proteotlon, in the early morning houra before daylight, moved four byne
dred (200) yards out in front of the most forwsrd tank to sweep the road
for mines, They osme wlthin sight of the road Junotion wt MAMOSSA with-
out drawing fire. This bad previously besn a defended point and as fer
as W3 known a road block atill existed thers,

To take this junotion it was planned for Coapany "E" to make a wide
envelopment o the Bouthwest, then o twrn back to attack it from the
kill betwsen the fork at VE44604. The Becond Battalion waz late for
soheduled 08004 jump-off en 5 Fovember and it was nearly 11004 when Oon-
paty "E® got into position to assault the rosd junctlon. On ths way
down the nose Company "E" beceme involved in strong fire ooming from the
bease of the draw acroas the valley at V343607, Part of the Company was
cut off. One platoon lost both 1ts platoon leader and platoon sergesnt
lenving the men in a state of oonfusien, but they dropped back to 14lst
Infentry linss, The aftsrncon was nearly gone before Company "E™ had @7
sucoseded in reorganising and lminched anothar attack, this time from the
West, A tank and a tank deatroyer, moving in to support this try were ™"
oraftily kmocked out near the junotion fieslf by enemy bazooka fire, The
fesus at the road blook was not decided that nd ght. . s
ks

Meanwhils Company “a®, 4o the right or Company "E¥, and oontimin;
Southwest had gained the Bl‘btnl‘lon'l socoud assigned objective, ho hill
at V544804,

- T 1"»!__J

ok

On the lelt side of the vwalley the Third Battallon sdvanoed npidly,

making good progress sgainst 1light opposition. It crossed H!.lll*ﬂQ,
686 and 861, then by nightfall reached V355803,

. On 8 November, ccnp-.n;r "F" wns given tho aission of talcding the road
block, It advanced from the Bouth and by 1218) hed olsared the houses at, pte
the junotion, Resistanoe was lighter then the Hay befors. ~Ompaxiss "g*

and ®G¥, moving Bouth-ui shreast, . reached 7368596 -!.th cu-p-(y "]" 'bohlu_ .
at V344800. . e . ; ' g

'"-:“‘. ‘_..., 4;, .

. fhe Third B.‘;tnlion, held up untdl ardorod to move at 1080]., o
countered stiff resistance including morter and artillery at V356588 but
byydariness hed osptured Hill 652 at V368698, a high khobbed hill that -
wis an exosllent Obssrvation Post for enomy use, from which they vould =
observe the entire valley to LE8 ROUGES l.lD'L L For Lt

T we b e bl SRR §F TR -
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¥ines were belng used incressingly by the enamy as hs dropped back.
Englneers wera constantly in demand snd swept roads and trails ismediately
behind advanaing troops. Evan #0, unavoidable contact with mines coourrsd.
At 02004 of the morning of 7 Novanber, within a fow mimutes both a tank

doatroyer and a joop were blown up by soparate desp-laid woodsn box type
nmp_\_minu which had been undetectable on a previously swopt and uged road.

The attack Sputhsast was continued mt 0BCOL on the 7th with the plan
of attack ohanged to glve -the Beoond Battalion the mission of taking the
ridge at V366574 after gaining objective at V353582 - B11) 845, The Third
Battalion was glven the mission of taking Hill 852 at VE5TE9T, which 1%
hed, snd Eill 641 at V36355088, organiring thess for defense from the North,
Bagt and South, prepared to seize the inltial Socond Battalion ohjective,
Hill 5658 at V387583, :

By 12204 Company K" had faken Hill 641 and wt 26204 had gons om %o
cleim Eill 656. This series of hills was then organiszed for defsnse and
a patrel sent to the Horth with a view to contaoting the Yth Infantry, 3a
Infaniry Division, at V380804, - ' Lo e

At 1450 the Second Battalion hed gained its objsotive, mn:as o
V3E3562. With orders to mowe on to a line V365670 ~ V3805TR by derk, the
Bettalion pushed shead but an uncoordinated advance from the Weet on the
part of the 442d Regimental Oombat Team acrost the path of the Seoond
Battalion fouled the plan, eo that in order to avoid a mirture of foroes,
the Becond Battalion wes halted for swhile, btut at 19204 Company *F*
reaphsd the designated objective line.

- R . !

While the Third Battalion maintained a desfenss of the northeastern
and eastern slopss of Hills 652, €41 and 858, the Second Battalion agein . |
attacked Southeast toward objectives on the outer fringes of the forest |
and M1l mass to & 1ine V3B0E62 = ¥S66576 = Y367575. TS,

Btrong resistanse stoppsd “the Seoond Battallon short of i%;"’&\gnﬂﬁl.

o (ad

Company “F* dug in for the might at V368668; Coapany ®g® at VI64569; Oom-
pany “E® at V362577 with one platoon at VB_Q?G?!.‘_:' , ’- J,,,ﬁ:g« AR e

. . KT o
During the night 8-9 Noveeber, the Pirst Battalion, which the night:@; .
before bhad boen relieved from ocentrel of the BTACK FORCE im the REHAUPAL
JUS5ARUPT sector, osmze onto position to the right of the Second Battelionm,
relieving elements of the 4424 Regimentel Combdat Toam, These positions

. :.R:Y‘{;J;« . 'i

E 4._1:‘" o

b
IECLASSIFIED PR EXEQSTIVE GO 12356, Section 3.3 AR 23570/

ByE’E',/Vﬂ'_J NARA, Date_//-___{ﬂgxf_z— - .

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

T



!

SECRET

oovered the southern slopes of the same hill mass. Company “A" $ook po=
sitions V353582 to V357564; Company “BY V345584 down nogs.to houpss at

i V343561 with ons platoon at V33TGET; Company o¥ at V350563 ulong hhe

¢ | forward slope of noae. ’

L

Pairols of the Third Battalioxz entered CHEWRY on 8 xom'blr and
estebllghed contact with the 7Tth Infantry on 1ts left.

The attack of tha Second Battalion was resmed the morn.ing of tha
gth, though supply trains had not been able to resch Company g% during
the nights Opposition was sgsln heavy. Company ™G" recsived several
attacks, wes driven back a bit, then regained lost ground. Cazuaities
vut its company strength down %o alghty (BO). 'Company "PF" wad osught
in a heavy concenfration of artillery snd lost, for the mament at lsast,
its power to advance., On the South, against ca-p'u:y "% positions, the
enmy launched what sppeared to bs an attack which was brokea up by a
oxll for cur owmn defonsive artillery fires, = -

But a #mall foros, consisting of & platoon pf Compaxy "I" and a
“  platoon of Compsny "K", ordered South from the Third Battelion %o strike , .
" on_ the flank at the opposition im fromt of the Sscond Battallon, ime- FHE

cseded in 1ta minsion, cutting in behind the ensay, engaging im a pro-
longed fight untll their emmunition was exhauszted and the growp lealer, ~ -ui:
First Iieutenant RAYMOND T. LAEAR of Company "X" was wounded. Contact ’
with thi's group was lost, resupply was not possible, It was zmot untll
the next day that the results of 1ts work were realized. The twe {2)
platoons took shelter snd organissd a defense in a railrcad tunnsl nesrdy
and next morning passed a note by m French aivillen Iho om-riod 1% io
our lines to resstablish contaot.

) 43

For 10 November a pinosrs movament was phnmd, Compani os 'B‘
%p¥ mpving Eust from the left flank of the First Battaiion to passin -
front of Company "A" snd oontact Compeny ®g" tuirning Southwest after
reaching i¢s objootive, But 4t was soon disoovered that the éney’
pulled out during the night. Azsignsd objectives were resched and
cleared, - Only a pocket of soatiered resistance remsined in front of "
Company "R™ at V367566. Company ¥GY enterod VANEMONT without oontact .
and Company ®B" chased a Garman patrol out of Li musa:rm in oocupying
thia town. S A

BTN
f2X -

1 In the aftermoon tha Third Bnttalion dropped baak into Reglmental

Heoa
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reserve and the sector was divided between the First and Becond Battalions.

This day, the 10th, marked a turning point that may be likened to
; reaching the orest of a hill and sterting on the downwrun. For over a
P month our troops had found sdvances oostly and for a long while were
N foreed to be content with defensive operations only. Weather and tarrain
had been bitterly against them whils the enemy showsd no inolination o
yield to pressure. From thies date however a woskening of the enemy was
apperent. The lime 'bogm to surge slowly forward until the chase asmmed
the proportions of the "good old days™ -- the dash up the RHOKE from the
beaches. . . be ;c& “

. 1'.4'1
+ ) ﬁ
Af a gensral mitack on t.ho Mvision front to selze the poote'h Wost

of the lins (R ANGSES - YIENVILLE - VANEMONT was baing plennsd, a plntoon of
Company “C® worked South from LA HOUSSIERE the night of 10-11"%c establish
itaself on MT THIRIVILLE. Thoy remained gquietly underoover until attatkw
ing a grovp of housss beshind them in the open on the North slopes of the
hill during the day. The following night, 1l-12 November, the runlndu'q..-q
of Company *C* moved across the valley to join the Company "0 platoon.
At dusk an enmy counteratiack attempted to drive them off. Closs hirle ek
to-hand fighting occourred as Company "C" held its own wnd inflicted hu.vy

_ losses on the enemy--from fifteen (16) to 'hnnty (20) desd, " 'M; '

Also on 12 November Company "E™ pushed out into the narrow nedk ‘of
forsst to the Bast and took positions at V3T26579, V369577 and V3BBE7S
| without much trouble.

rmks snd tenk destroyers began entering positions at might at the
South bass of the hill to be able to support the coming atteck of the
Regiment acheduled for 15 November, Eeveral smoks generastors wers ‘also
placed to oover the valley with hase. . 4 n e A

During the night 12-13 NHovsaver, conpln.y ", lus one tﬁ jf'lg‘ﬁo-p. ’M‘*’
advanced across to MT THEI‘HLLI, taking politlom on’ thq 1.1‘1'. of Company
f "C" ab YB4Z54S. Wﬁ%m

. ;‘J'_‘_»~ . "—JI" B 4..-

' - o
The nornin,g of 135 Hovember, slements of the uzﬂ Roghontﬁ’bﬂ'ﬁﬁ T
Team relievsd the Bscond Battallen preparatery to that Battalion ;oi.ng :
into reserve for the attack of 15 Fovembere - , A:n!p* Lam ol

Patrols from the advenoed’ positions”prébed “far to the mnt Sand Hitle .
contact was reported. When on 13 November duylight patrols from each of '
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the three (3) companies of the First Battallion found no trase of the en-
any on top of Hl1l 785, and at V343540 and ¥323547, 1t was dectded to
push out the Firat Battalion acrosn the next walley that night, then in
L the moroing for the Battalion to contimus on to final objeotives asoord-
ing to the original plen. - .
A . In the night the First Battalion masambled on the southern alopu
i of B11 785 at V325540, At 04454 the Battalion jumped off and, meeting
bo reaistence, oosupled all objectives by 08304; at V525538, VSE6626 and
V330520, Fully a day ahead of scheduls objaotival of the planned attack
had besn realized.

Patrols from ths Firet Battalion went naarly to OORCIETX 'bororo
geining oontaot with the memy,

fhe Third Battallon roliavud the First Battalion dnrin; the Bight
of 14-15 November and extended its seotor left to VANEMONT, Imthe
morning the 8econd Battalion by Mvision order began movement to relievs
elemonts of the 1433 Infantry on the right of the Third Battalion in the
vicinity of (RANGES, After derk of 15 Wovember the Third Battalion poshed
out to tekes RENFRGOUTTR. .

- e -

For the next several days, in the face of an -ﬂdcnt withdireml or

“woakening of the enemy, a policy of thrusting outwwrd with patrols and

then following up with oooupylug foress in points not being defended h,r
the enemy was pursued.

X Early in the evening of 16 November the sharp glare or fires urning
. began to dot the hariron and the cloud-covered sky glowsd in reflsction.
i First firea were reported withic CORCIEUXL, Theao sxtended North to LES
’ COURS, Similar reporta osme in from other ssctors on the irmy front as

thia wholesals arson flared both North and Bouth and in depth tp thi lut.

Company *I" moved into MARTRMONT at n.idnﬂ.:ht of 18-17, Novemdber. . &
Houss~to-house fighting hers contimed throaghout ths Jny. Tha en
had left a ocompany in the to;: as nt:oilqying for ge. i Bome, 'h!ﬂ.rty {:Dg By

isonars ware taken bo:l'oro was finall elolrml out, - ¥ g ik
" T e . N‘*%
Pltrall had entered BEB.I'!' BEROTX and ronhtd 'UIGEIEURI dnfr.lng the’,
night, The Germans applied the torch to BARBEY. LSIROUX after” Aark of 18
Novembear., On the 17th the Second Bettalion puaiu& ont w ocoupy ,BBBII

r"’ 0

bt s a r o meemn . moaaa.
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S=|OUX without opposition in th ernoon, A patrol from Compeny "I®

! sntered destroysd CORCIEUX during tHs might 17-18 Hovember and found no
. enomy there., By noon of the 18th a platoon from Compmny *L* had sstab=
; ! lighed all-reund defenss in OORDIB'UL cqmpan'y “pF¥ oconsolidated South of
MARIR:OKRT.

.

By thias tina e morious withdrawal of the enemy was obvious. .l.'h.rger
jump was undsrteken for the next twenty=four (24) hour perlod. : The re-
maindsr of Company ®L¥ closed on CORCIEUX after dark of 18 November while
Company "E" moved from LA BOUSSIERB southeasterly through LB8 O0URS to
CORCIZEDX, At first light of morning Company ™L* contimned Bast to mount
Hill 640 at V384522 and Hill 666 at V388828 without contact. - At the smme
time the 1434 Infantry was prooseding down the ridge from LA GOTB to link

J up with the Company "L* forge.

Late on 17 Hovember w Sscond Battalion reconnaissance patrol had
gons orosg=gouniry to BANBOIS, During the night 17=18 November:Li CHARNELLE
and VICHIBURE, South of CORCIEUI, were both ocoupiéd., _In the O thess
gains ware extended to RAXBAVILLE and another foree swept the two [2) hills
Just West of BANBOIS and sntered both BANBOIB and GEREEPAL, ]IFRI and
FOUTE wers also taken by the:8eoond Battalion: PFrom the advanoed Company
© %1% position a patrol went as far as LES GRANGRS (V426E} to ebserve out
into the MEDRTHE River Valley. It had bean kmown that the Germans had been.
preparing for sometime m winter line slong the East bank of the MEIRTHE °
and .the large-scale burning of whole towns in front of that line was part
: of x plan to deny the advancing Allies shelter inm the oold winter months.
! A thorpugh job had been dones tut now 4t waz too late and nesdless destruc-
tion. The onrushing trocops wore bent in shoving on through. Serious
breakthroughs, both Morth snd Bouth, by the FIRST French Army at BELF(RT,
end the SEVENTH Army in the SAVERNE pess were causing s cave-in in the
untor of the lins as this pressure was belng anrtod. o

In the midet of this moving situnﬁon “the 1424 In.fmh'y m reuond
from the line for inténded rest wnd training. This was much: mdod, in
view of ths bitter fighting down the LES ROUGES RAUX Yalley, bat war b0
be out short when the situation continusd o roll and demend astive par-
ticipation of n11 avallable troopl.

By moon of 20 Novembar, after the 14lst Infantry had passed through
to contimue the attmck Bast, the Repiment dropped baock to reserve sreas,
the Becond Battalion at JUSSARUPT end the Third Battalion at HERPRIMONT,™
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The Firast Battalion remained in IZS5\POULIERES. The Regimsntal Command

Post wes ostablished at LAVELINE DEVANT H?UYEES. Hare the intenfdad customw
ary fortyweight (48) hour allowance for resi and showsrs uvon relief from
the lins was to-be followed by n five {5) day training acheduls. To date
this plan had never materialised.

. Foar midoight of 21 November, howdver, the alert was sounded. The

First Bettalion was ordersd to be ready ¢o move by motor at 08004 in the o

morning as lead Beitalion in s Reglmental column including armor smd -

artillery, that, it was hoped, would pesa through the 143d Infantry Bast

) of ST LEONARD on the MEUHTEE River, and roll sastward across the VOSGRS
through the ST KARIE pass. The Third Battalion was to be prepered %o move

. on oall ‘after 09004 and the Second after 1200A. Addiflonal traocks were

i provided by Division. The oall to move was to be conditional upom ‘the
143d Infaniry olearing the hill East of ST LEONARD and opening the road to
MANDEAY, A bit of optimiem antleipated that thie might be done quiskly -

: againet only meagzer resistance. ' But in the morning the 1454 Infantry |

found themselves bucking a determined delaying foroe snd they were unable @

to achieve ths hopedwfor opeping through whish to pour the notori:oa 142&1"" P

Ini'antry. - ¥ .

! At noon 22 Yovember the First Battallon was mﬁi‘lod tn mon b am. . W
: essenbly area at BARUPY, But it remained there until tho next day, ready -
to move on a momentts notioe,
At 10554 23 November, a platoon of the 635th Raoom:ni uiﬁoe‘Compmy,
i attached, was ordered by Major General JOHN B. DAEIQUIST, Division Come
: mander, to move immediately to 8T LEONARD to follow the Third Battalion
of the 143d Inf'antry and ‘then to reconnciter the road to LE CHIPAL.

The First Battalion had hardly time tb' down its speclally prepared
Thanksglving Day turkey dinner when the go signal was given at 1435A. But
4their ocolumn was scon helted along the roaed near 5T LEONARD as the Itzd
Infantry continued fightln; Por MANIRAY in th.d nrternoon. P .

\ﬁw;\.?-a.

scorchedesarth 1ine .80 -that ths town was imodintaly packsd with insta.l-
lations of all hnda. U o R
. h"‘ R ar. A "

= The First Bn‘btalion vrq_x ‘hrought up in #rucks to MAKIRAY md dismoun'bad

/
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; at 22004 to strike out on foot, passlng through the 143d Infantry just
Bast of MAVIRAY, to follow the road to LE CHIPAL, LA CROIX, with its
objective BAN DE LAVELINE. & continuous skirmish in the derk to LE CHIPAL
forced the Germans to abandon a 20mm flak wagon and two (2) artillery
. pieoss, The Babttalion maerched on through the night and by 0800 had oleared
; 1B CHIPAL and wes entering LA (ROIX. Forty {40) prisoners were tsken in
,‘ the night. Beyond LE CHIPAL mo further engagement took place nnd the Bat-
talion entered BAN DE LAVELIKE at 13004. - W’_
The Third Battalion, which had been walting in HERPLEMORT for 'amd
days, was ordered to start out at 0930A. 1% was planned to pass the Third
Battalion through the First at BAW DB MVELIHE, where the Third muld £o 4t
on towsrd 6T MARIE, | 24 3. h‘_}

However, oommencing about 10004, & situation arose st LB UID‘I?.AL Ih!.uh
prevented for the entlre day a follow-up of any motor traffie, “From the
high ground Boutheast of the town the enmmy began to intsrdiot the road
with machine gun and morter fire. In the merning 1t seamed like this
would soon be cleared up. Only ome (1) or two {2) machine guns were fire
ing and a eingle mortar dropped light shells in regularly. Our oy tank
destroyers and tanke fired into the places whare the enemy was believed
to be, The 1453 Infantry in that vielmity, was committed to taking the
. troubls put. But, whenever 1t Appeared that the enemy hai been destroyed
| or had left, and & jesp boldly dashed out to try to run through, the fire

muld bsgin agein., This heppensd several times in the course of the Aay.’ J 7

Another reuts, argund to the North was expsoted to be opeasd by late
sfternoon or evening. This was the road BEast from BT MARGIERITE in the
' 1034 bivision sector. While the Third Battalion wenited in column at
KANDRAY, the Second Battalion, which had been called up behind the Third,
was ordered first to make a trial passage ovar the mountaln tratl through
ENTRE DEUX EAUX to FLANCHETTE to COINCHES to BAN DR mvm.m But befure
this was undertaeiten the better road to the ¥orth had been cpsned‘t 11: ‘about
18504, the Becond Battalion bagan to roll over ‘this, through SATLOY,
KRGUERITE, thencs East to a point short of the railroad u‘oasiﬁé‘ﬁiﬂ'%, ‘z*%
r " RAVES, where, sinos the railroad tridge was out, a wide detour North te
vazms PR DES FEES, and Bouth through BERIRIMOUTIER to BA! e LLVRLIB :

' - wat made, eloning in sa% 20401. %*?-f*
When the delay In passing the Third Batialion tbrough 1B BHI.PAL *"f‘"k
lingered, Colons)l GEORGE B, LYHCH, 1424 Infantry Regimental comrmder,_ :

- ' 4 ’ T o ) ) ) J};

ExS

m 11 - ~ 7

DECLASS FLGD PR EXCQUTIVE GROER 12356, Section 3.3 A2 23370/ % '}1
BY?B/VQ“) NARA, Date ///f/fz" L




SE ET

M ordered the Pirst Battallon to oconpimus on frox BAN DE LAVELINE +to i
, WISRMBACH. Fere the Battalion closed in at 18304 without incident. )
-

After dark the Third Battelion was able to slip by the hot corner at
LE OHIFAL and entered an assigned assembly at VERPELLIERE for the night.__)

At 05304 the folilowing morning, 26 November, the Third Battalion

moved out by truck from VERPELLIERE to WIGRMBACH. Ascording to plan

tao (2) forces divided here, one oonsisting of Company "L® with the Bat-

talionta attmched srmor to sdvence along the maln road towsrd BT MIRIE;

ths second, conslsting of Companies "I® and "K¥ to be trucked as far as

possibls up the trall to the Fortheast by the GROS PRAUX FME at ¥557851,

thenoce East and South to join onto the road into 8T MIRIE st FEURUPT

; (v581612), Lieutenant Colonel A. WARD OTLLETTE, Comusnding Third Battal-

A¢ ion 142d Infantry, went with this flarking foroe. Nejor ROSS YOUNG, B
soutive Officer Third Battalion 142d Infantiry, ccemendsd the b'ontal
foroe along the road. SR

LN

The Germans wers ready on the more obvious up}ﬁruaoh. High on the
ridge line, where the road, after following a winding precipitous courss,
reaches the crest and the border line to ALSACE, a strong physiocal road
block had besn prepared and was determinately manned. Contaoct was first
nads here by reconnaissence olaments st 08454 and a hard fight developed
soon after when Company "L® cmme upon the sosne. Thls lasted 'bhrongh
the day.

)

Maanwhi le, “at 1135.5, Colonsl mcz ordurod the Mret Bn‘:to.lion L
bsgin movement after lunch along the seme trall thet the Third Battellen. ..,
flanking foroe had used %o--the Forthsast, besring more direetly East ‘bo
pase through LA BOUILLE to oome down on 8T (ROIX from the Forthwesk: 4
Again, to save the men's fest, trucks were to bs used to the Parthest ‘;
point poesible. A Joop carrying rations was to follow the Battalion .

. column. TWhsn ia BT (HOIX contaot tlth tho 'l:hird Bnttalton in l‘.l' MRIE
wan to be made. i e

The Ssoond Battalion was ordered up from HAH DE LAVELIHE 4o b yonao
in WISEMBAOH after the Firat Battalion had moved out. Very surprisingly
eneny shells had fallen in BAN DR LAVELINE during the morning., One {1}
ompany of the Second Battalion was given the mission of swesping the ki1l
line due Emat of BAN DE LAVELINE to 11l 856, then North 4o WISRIBACH.
Hothing was ever found up there, tul for sscurity the ocmpeny was placed

TY 2
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in position on H 1l 856 at the close of day.

The flanking foros of the Third Battalion flashed back at 13204

’ " that they were fighting in 5T MARIE. They had ashieved ocomplete surprise
P in coming in on ths town from the North. 87 MMRIE had been a Garman bass
" for esupplies for the VOSGES sector at one time and eppearsd to be g thriv-
i ing cormunity, one which they would have liked to defend. Companies *I
and "E", entering the olty on the Eorth side and resr, surprized Germana

¢ riding bieyoles and driving vell cles nonchalantly in the streets. Nop-

é ping up operations againet unorganired reaistance lasted untl) derk. In

#ll, about one hundred fifty (150) prisoners wers taken whils ths only
’ casualties suffered were two (2) minor wunda, ,

drtillery snd mortar fire was expended freely on the enmmy road
blook holding up the frontal farce, An enmy snti-tsnk gun suococesded
’ in kpocking out two (2) tanks and a tank deatroyer attempting to rush
the block, Finally Company "L" selred Hi1]l 804 and worked down the nowe
to oome in behind the main defenses, The housss at the turn in the roed
were slso prepared strong points and within them was stored a good quan-
tity of smmunition. Company "L® reported the blook elemred at 101i4,
talring twenty-eight (28) priscners and leaving sn equal number dead en
the scens, The heavy installations were immediately tuckled by the
engineers who had opened the road 4o BT MARIE by 22404. :

- e g —— e .

gnow foll lightly on the high ground that night., BSoon after mia-
ni ght, the Second Battalion, less Compeny "G" left on Hill 866, motor
convoy wound oyer the mountain rosd %o olose with the Third Battalion in
5T MARIE. e

- ——— = r——

The surpriass that morked to such advantege in teking 8T MRIE did
not -favor the First Battalion foroe sdvancing on 8T (ROIX. The enemy,
b alarted by the 8T MIRIE incident, hed eleo brought up a fresh battalion
that manned a strong blook within the town, Pirst contact was mads Juntﬁ;lgx_
after midnight 26+28 Hovember Northwest of the swall ¥illage of PETIT ° by
ROMBACE. By 08004 the First Battaligu foroe was fighting at 7815525 on f{:?

P the outskirts of 8T GROIX and at nool reported a1l tub the East i nurth e
=X und of tomm olm- JERTER O . -;u-» gt R
W Fa .o vry}i L - :

The Bomndhttu.lion, lsas Company "GW, nowd out on toot from 8T £
MRIE at 03004 toward 8T (ROIX 'bo contaoct the First ‘Bc‘btnlion ‘there, P
- ' T . . ‘ - JRIERTH .

Py
b
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They pushed back en opamy pocket sy the edge of BT BLATSE, which joina
BT (ROIX, before establishing contabt with Company “BY. )

Wth enemy on the hiil North of BT CROIX and w strong dlock within
If ' tom holding the First Battalion, Colonsl LYNCH ordered the Beoond Battal-
. lon o by-pass 8T (ROIX, on a route along the ridge 1ine on the North to
\ sttack LIEFWRE, Company "G", moving up, after relief from its position
near WISRMBACH, waz to Join onto the S8scond Battalion column, lese ons (1)
Platoon remeining with the Battalion armor which woild walt for tha valley
road to open. . . ’ :

Koauwhile, around BT MURIE, Third Battelion road blocks at RSCHERY

! ' and at PRRIRUPT had been ralisved by the 143d Infantry, the Third Battalion
! ansembling in 8T MARIE prepared for another misslon, A plan-$o ‘truek the
Third Battalion, beginning at 08004 27 November, Southeast -en ‘the reed
through FRRIRUFT to the halr-pin turn at V630589, from where 14 wounld : -
dlammount to follow connecting tralls esstward 4o selze XOENIOGAPOURG -
CHATRAU, hingsd on the result of a 143d Infantry force which during the
night of 26-27 Fovember pushed Bouth with the mission of olou‘i.ﬁﬂp e
road to the point of trails, DBut nimerous physioal road bloek whiek. = )
the snemy had thoroughly propu"d along this route oounted the .p;l-:; out. i

e
- While the First Battalion made Littls progress in reducing the en-
wy block within 87 ROIX end ths reslstance atiffensd, the Bscond pro=-
_ cesded uphill Horth of 8T CROIX. Enemy contmot was made near H11 845
! at V623643 at 21404 and the Battalion stopped in this Tioinity afber
' " Iidnigh‘b. ) s o N -
When, at nocon 27 Hovembar, the First Battalion battle 1u BT CROIX
otlll waged sirongly, orders were ghanged to direct the Sscond Battalicn
downhill to the road at MUSLOCH, then for one (1) ecmpany to work West

to BIINBACH to be in behind the German positions. Coapany 6" wimld . - .a
remein on the ridge. - -n ’ TP R g ke
i "'At the seme timo the Third Battalion was ordered o move | g
S track to V818605 and didacunting thers, %o go Bast tirough bbb’ -
to attask LIEPVEE from the South. « | : i Aﬂ‘;'wﬁ% i

o As the Second Battalion ome d'ov‘m'rrm above, the Firsk Battalion

exsried pressure frontally, Artillery was poured on the shéuy poxdtions.’
A German self-propellsd was damaged by the artillery, F_._Thcn one (1) of ‘

I
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the new~-type 7Gm tanks came up to finish it off and knocked out a second
snamy self-propelled. The enmemy opposltlon was crushed by dark. 4t 15004
Company “F" was in BTIMBACH and Company "E¥ wax in MUSLOCE whers mopping

. op contimad.

" .
wf As planned, the Seocond Battallon now turned East, following both
' ths ridge to the North and the main road, to attack LIEFWRE,

The Third Battallon resched VE50614 for the might wthout sontaot,
It was ordsred to attack LIRPWRE also in the morning, prepared to con-
tinue Southesst and Eest to EQOENIGSBOURG CHATEAD if LIEFWRE was found
olear or the Seocond Battalion was able to snter and handle the clesring
‘of LYEPWRE by itself. R

The Becond Battalion encountersd no reaietanse East of MUSLOON and
at 0345 had stopped at; Company YPY . V545638; Company "E" - VB3I783S
and V639632; Company "% at 6416841

Irn the moruning the Second Battalion moved on into LIEFWRE and had

t oleared the town at 11004, o ‘ -

Daring the night Major Genaral DAHLQUIST alertsd the Bacond Battalion,
1433 Infantry, for a possible motorired movement, attached to the l42¢
Infantry, down the main road to CHATENOIB, if LIEPWRE should be tsken
without a fight, Now that LIEFWRE was claar, the time was right, but
other obstacles developed. In the center of town a necesssry bridge acroas .

} the LIEFVRBTTE River had been thoroughly demolighed. Enmuy fire was dramn

. by reconnaissance slements sesrching another route. Enemy artllléry began

! : to fall within the town. Action soon davelopad on three (3) sides of

' ..

LS

The Third Battalion, befare reashing LIKFVRE, wes ordarsd Bast to
the trail leading to EORNIGSBOURG (HATRAD, ‘and along that, to progesd ~
| to ita objective, . The Third Battalion armor was dus to follow up the i
. trail from LIEPYRE. Rather then walt for;ihe completlon of the Bmlley ~ 7%

Bridge being constructed im LIEPWRE, the armor was orderid to mike & Ty
on a still existing light tridge Wast of town in order to got across to
ths Bouth of the river. The rivar was croszed but a soggy field on the
far side provsd a greater obstacle. Three (8) tanks succesdsd in getting
to hard surface but two (2) others mired down. It was now approaching

1 . lats afterncon. :

S,
1 !

b o e
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At 16550 MajJor General DAYLQUIBT ordered the Becond Battaliom, 143d

Infantry, ccmmitted on s mission of attacking Bast along the valley rosd.

' But it would be a walk, not a ride. It was after dark by ths time the

‘ 8sgond Battelion, 143d Infantry, had dismounted in LIRFVEE and pushed out

- to the Rwust. They first enoountared u rosd obziruction East of the trail

Junotion at V670633 which was cleared by 21504, When the situation with
the Third Battalion warrsnted 1%, the three (3) tanks that hed gotten mcross
the river, were told to ascompany the Sscond Battalion, 1434 Infantry.
Af'ter the bridge was in, other armor oould get to the Third Battaelion, &
segond road block five undred (500) yards bayond the first offered stiff
registance, 4n sumemy anti~tank gun caused about twanty (20) ocssualties.

i This was reduced sometime after midrdght when 'I:ha Battalion stopped until

| dql‘lght-

P~ The Second Battelion, 1&2:1 Infantry, found stiff opposition in yuah-
} ing North snd Northeast from LIEFVRE. Company "E" engaged ocontimmously
: with snemy on the North side of the valley Baat of town along the rail-
rosd tragk, Oompany “G" with the Battelion wrmor drove through to clexr
L4 VANCELLE, then found the passage behind them oloaed, Gompany "F® on
the emell kmoll Forth of town, Hi1l 372, was driven off by an sneay counter=
atteck at dusk, The Company reorganized at the base of the hill snd than
during the might regalned the hill., Coxpany "A" was attmched to the
i Becond Battalion and given the mission of cpaning the rente to Compaxy

: weF, This it waz unables o do by morming. Colonsl LYNCH then ordersd
Caspany "6¥ to oome back from LA VANCELLE, plaeing the terks ia supperts
ing position as a buss of fire at V675642, and, striking eround the slopes
of the CHALMONT Hill, to ¥mook out the snexmy in fromt of Companios "p% -
and *F",

¢ . The First Battalion, which had been alerted the night of 28 November
! to be preperad to pass through the Ssoond Battalion at Li VANCELLE snd
continue EBaet for HURAIT, was ordered in the morning to move from 8T (ROIX
up the trail fram STIMBACH, thenoe Fortheast to NANGIGOUTIE and East to
LA VANCELLE, thus strilking at the othcr flenk the opposition holding the .
8so00ond B-.t'l:-lion. T et

tratl to KOENIGSBOURG CHATEAU. 'A% 17164 the Third Battalion hed pamsed
L ~ the roed junotion at the SCHARRTIRL HDTEL (V697607). -8t11l mo contact, **

though civilians at the hotsl Teported the cestle fortified and heavily
defanded, To gain surprise a night attaock wes orduﬂd on the GHATRAD,

‘*d' T
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which sits high on the dominating ground to command a wide view of the
vallay. At 19304 the Third Battaliocn reported tlisy had taken the oastle.
without a fight, the Germans having abandoned i+ several houra befors.
The fortifioations of tho castls consisted only of ansient omnnon, mosts,
thick walls and the like, whioh oould have besn most formidable hnﬂ 1t
intended to be defended.

1

On the morning of 20 ¥ovembsr, with the battle still deadlocked
Eaat and Forthsast of LIEPWE, an order to the Third Battalion to send
two (2) oompaniee Horth to the valley road was cancalled. The Bscond
Battalion, 1434 Infaniry, manouversd s company South sround an eneay
block at V684852, knooked the block out snd pushed on into BOIR L'APEBESSR
at noon. Here gnother fight ocourred. Ons (1) ensmy self-propelled was
cornared and desiroyed-~another got away. The town was olsarsd about
14004 and by dark the Battalion hed gained snother one thousand {1,000)
S"arﬁ.s East. ¥ ¢

A

Cmpnny W4 drove through to LA VAHCELIE et noon, Companies Wp®
and "G™ were in olose proximity with only soattarsd resiatanoe between
then by then. At 1500A Campanies "BY and ®C™ ware mopping up pockets
of resistance within HANGIGOUTIE. Then an enemy 470th Reassrve Battalien
Gommander surrendered with the remnants of hias Battalion to the First
Battalion near ROMBACE and enemy opposiiion in the LIEPWE seotor ool-
lapsed. B8ome fifty-five (55) prisoners were gathsred im the surrender
40 the Pirst Battelion, Others for the day Wrought the total over two
hundred fiftesn (216). .

All remained quist for the night as the First Battalion azsembled

in LA VANCELLE and the Becond Battalion was trought back to um
gk

While the Third Bnttalion remsined ot the XOENIGSBOURG CHATEAT,
artillery cbservers looked out from its tall tower and saw eriemy trelins -
operating in the REINE Valley. Our long range artillery was brought pE
down on these. A patrol to THANNEHEIRCH learnsd from prisonsrs of war ..
which they csptured that a oampany of Germans was in the town and more o
wors oxpscted that night. 4 patrol to 8T HIPFOLYTE ambushed & “Herman |
wvehicle enrcuts while other patrols probod KINTEEEIM snd msmmn. v&-’h' :

At ovening of the 29th colonnl LYNCH ordered Lieutenant Golonel .
GILIETTE to sdvance on CHATENOIB in the morning by two' (2) foross—s "~
one with armor down trall to EINTEZHEIN, then North to CEAYENOIS, ‘the , .

|
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two forees converging on CEATENDOIS simultansousiy.

On the morsing of 30 November the First Battallion moved East from

LA VANCELLE toward HURST and ar objective in the valley Boutheast of

KETUBOIS at V7267, The Battalion pushed through to HRE? where the enemy

was holed up in houses, . Laaving Company ®A" to mop up, the remalader

of the Battallon turned North along the road to its objectlve, Mmerous

obstructions mlong this roamd halted the passage of armor until the sngle

| nears could olear it out, but the Battslion pressed on. At 14404 lead

: elements of the Bettalion wers at V710666. Yieutenant Colonel JAMES L.
MINOR, Cormanding Officer, First Battelion, 142d Infantry, was then or-
dersd to continue across the walley o Hill 384 at V743664, from there to
procsed to SCHERWILLER 1f armor was available, .

| .
The Second Battalion, 1434 Infantry, driving on tup the walley road,

' engaged in almost contimuoua contact after remching W713642 and also ree
: caived a heavy shelling in that viecinity from snamy guns balieved 4o be
i near SCHERWILLER. By 17204 it had pushed to V725645 and was mesting only

seattered resistance. Avother flurry of artillery snd 20um fire harsased

the approach to its objective, tha road junotlon at VAL DE '?II.I.E 'lhiah

was olaimed st 214064 o
3 The Third Battalion first contacted a group of enemy at wzsns at
: 05304 which waa soon disperssd. AL 14204 Company "L® was nearly ‘o
| KINTZHEI¥ at V742617, A large block at V740619 held up the Batialion
. armor with Company "LY. A pletoon of Compeny “I" was sent 4o stay with
the mrmer thers until the block could be clesred, which would bs sometinme
after dark, Wnlile two (2) platoons of Company "I* gusrded the left flank
in position at V733524, Company "E* shoved Kortheast without conthot to
goize the hgh ground abovo CHATENOIS. From here, artillery was fired
on targets plainly seen in the wvalley below. At least a battery of enmmy
guna was put out of aotion near SCHERWILLER. This ground was organized - _?;;éj
and held for the night, prepafatory to attaoking CHATENOIB in the morminmg. =™
An enemy tank in XIFTZEETM proved iroubleseme for Compsny "L¥, entering :
the town--one (1) platoon was badly cut up by a sudden burst'of fire rrou
the tanke-but XINTZHRIM, first such town in the flatland, fell to our
troops that day.

The Second Bettalion, in the morming of 30/ Fovembar moved up by truek
to take the place of the Third Battalion et KOENIGSBOURG CHATRAU establish-
! ing defonsive positions there. A platoon-sized patrol was dispatohed to
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THANNENEIRCH. Thers the platoon cccupied a few housss on ths edze of
towd, then engaged in a fight with enemy there. The platoon was orderad
withdraen after dark as & plan to atiack the town in foree on the follows
ing dey was scheduled. The 8scond Battalion was wleo ordered to mbttack

a Tepor tod snamy positlon close-in to the ocastle North of the trail on
tha 620 lips betwsen the 702 and 715 epsting, But after a esreful ep-
proach no enemy was ever contactsd and it was believed that they had abane
doned thiz ground going East,

Aftor derk, the night of the 30th, the First Battalion was having a
rough time of it. Tho¥y orossed the stream at V7267 beginning about 20004
by wading hipedesp. FNo supply or avsouation route was open to them dle _
rectly so when an urgent call for smbulances oswe for several casualtien
received on the far side, a round-about way to reach the Battalion wus
devized. This went Rorth from LIEPVER through RONBACE to POUCHY to VILLE
to THANVILLE, in the 105d Diviajon sector, thenos South along an wupatrol- _
led portion of the wallsy to the polnt of crossing. Rven hare, however, ]
patients and supplies had to be hend-=carried across the strem. After - .
orossing, the Battalion slogged on to reach its objective at 04304 without
further gontacts Rt

November closed with the forward elements of the Regiment polsed on
the outsr fringea of ths VOBGES, in control of ths pmss to the RHINE flat=
land, in possession of xmmm ready to strike at CHATENGIS snd SELESTAT,
'nithin sight of GERLANY, iteelf,

The line had moved sastwerd fifty-five {55) kilometers on a direct
1ine on the Division front during November. Forty {40) of theas had been
gainsd in the last seven (7) days. 0f course actual road distwnce and the &
routss of marching iroops were g grest desl wore. In the Ragimontal ade iy
venos from MANIRAY, eithsr one or the other of thé Battalions had walked -
all ths wny through the action hed been speesded by the ability to qui akly
tring up by motor reserve and other elements mot under Pife. Persponel
carrylng trucks were ussd as much as posaible to conssrve the doughboy? s
feot, Even g0 it waz & hard marche-the First Battalion, for éxmple, hed “:
footed 1% nearly a1l the way., A new item of iasue, ths rubber-shoe~pack,
was found to be demaging to the feet on long marches. After the first
marghes from MANIRAY to WISEMBACH, the old=type combat boots were roulltd..

At the beginning of the month the Regimental strength was w!ll up in
mmbers, but m good proportion of these were untried and 1ittle-irained

-
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‘replacensnts. Casualtlsz were heavy in the period 4=1¢ Fovember during
the drive down the LES ROUGES EAUX Valley when rain, snow and cold prew
valled continuzally. In oontrast the score was light during the fast
moving last elght (8) days, 23=30 November, thongh several sharp clashos
took place;

parg B4 o o au me
4 = 12 Novamber - 41 3 236 T 345
" 23 - 30 Hovember e 1 1m s 19
f 1l « 50 November 89 B 422 1n 755 _ . i
} Replacsments received and absorbed during the month totgio;‘ rcm:r o

bundred sixty-one (461).

But the German personnel problem was nearly disestrous, QOwar nine -
hundred ($00) prisoners were gathered in during the seven-day drive -1’
through the mountains besides the unkmown mmber of wounded, l:l.lhd md
minsing. And this could mot stop our ndvanuin; araye

Weathar favorsd the enscy snd pravented possibly a totg}‘#ont. ITn-
terminable raines hampered the LES ROUGES BAUX Velley advances - The good
proportion of dry, though cloudy end threatening weathber favored ths large
galns of ths last days. A heavy blanket of snow fell on 13 Fovember,

Raina goverely limited employment of air support while soggy ground
in the valleys and flatlands confined uge of armor to roads and rutriotad
artillery esamplacsment arsas. . " . T
Tunka and bk destroysrs ome frequently into play Lu olou suppert
of Infantry motions o treak up tight situations with ensmy deleylng tcru Y
during the overwths=mountain drive despite wvulnsrability beosnse of belsg‘s#:}
road-bound. The new 7émx gun mounted on the Med taok.prpyed an effective

wespon as our troops experisnged their first action with 1% !nrln‘ the "‘f"g
month. |
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after road block on nearly avery road or trail contemplated, supporting
enginsers were in constant demand, 8pesd in overcoming a German defense
was ossential to avoiding the minsc or blooks he might Iay or dafend a
short distance beyond.

The fighting from LES ROUGES BAVX was in a thiokly forosted wilder-
pass, JAround CORCIBUX it wea more copsn, rolling ground, To 8T MARIE
and through to the RAINE Valley a narrow pass confined the mansuver of
troopa and limited the dirsotion of attamck,

1 After the lengthy =talemste deep in the VOSGES, baing able %o drivs
through and smerge onto the ALSATIAN plain with such swiftnoas oste ax a
. plsasant surprise to most troops. It was a jJob they could look back upon
rd with eatisfaction aa ons well dona. The bimck mountains of GERMARY rising
out of the REINE Valley mists wers very nsar now, and, hopai‘ully in omy
soldierts heart, foretold the smsmy's’ appromching docn

Frotiand 22/l é?*
8/sgt., 142d Infantry

Author.
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ONE HURIRED FORTY SEBCOND INFANRY
AFQ # 36, U. B. MRMY

OPERATIONS IN FRANCE FOR TEE MONTH OF DECEMBER 194“{

Coumbimiing its suatained late Fovembar driwe over the hserd of the
VOSGES Hountains the 1424 Infantry reached out on the RHINE plaln in early
Dacember to selre its assigosd portion of the ocity of SELESTAT, and moved
southward from ECENIGSEOURG CASTLE to take THANNENRIRCH, ORSCHWILLER, ST
HIPFQLYTE, RODERN, RORSCHNIFR and BEXRGHEIM, establishing and mainteining
a broad 1ine of defense along the flooded barrier of ths ILL River, When
the Germane attesmpted a surpriss aiteck in atrength to reteks SELESTAT on
12 pessembsr, the Plrat Battalion, though thinly spread in defensive sirong-
polnts thoroughly spclled the enemy effort, aocowunting for scas six hundrad
{500) omsualtiaz in the day's batila. The Third Battalion, ms Divislon
ressrve, angaged in bitter fighting for hotly contested MITILEWIFR from
14-20 Dacembar, On 21-22 Dscember the Reglment was relieved from the COLMAR
sactor and motored to the vioinmity of STRASBOURG, Chrisimas Day was spent
moving weatwerd for s brief periocd of rest and training near SAREDOWG at
TROIS FOMWTAINES, At the ysar's end with the Germans threatening the north-
ern Seventh Army front, the Regiment was again made ready to move into mo-
tion to steady a wavering line, :

8ince the night of 28 Fovamber 1944, whan the Flrat Battalion passed
through elements of the 143d Infantry i MANIRAY, the 1424 Infantry Regl-
ment had pounded its way through the ST KARIE pasa, taking BAN DE LAVELINE,
WISEMBOTRG, ST MARIE AUX MINES, 8T (ROILX, LIEFWRE, and the EOENIGSBOWRG
CEHATEAU, breakinpg out onto the RHINE lowlend at KINTZERIM. By evaning of
30 Hovembsr a Third Bsttalion foree had sescured KINTZHEIM and amother Third
Battalion force was orgenized on the high ground owerlooking CHATEROIS.
The Sscond Battalion, 1434 Infantry, mbtached o the 1424 Infanmiry for the
final phase of this operation, drove East along the vallsy road and pushed
through to VAL DE VILLE. The Pirst Battalion, 142d Infantry, on the Korth,
during the night of 30 November ~ 1 Dscsmber, waded walst-deep the GIESBEN
River Bouth of THANVILLE and plunged on through the PORET DE SUHRRWILLER to
cooupy Hill 384, the last high ground at the gate of the pass, at 04304 in
the merning. The Second Battalion, 142d Infanmtry, in regimental reserve st
EDENIGSBOTRG CHATEAU, beagan to work scuthward to THAWNNENEIRCH wnd 8T HIFFOLYTE.
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A platoon of tanks and a platoon of tank destroywrs, attached to the
Third Battalion for its abttack on KINTZHEIM and CHATENDIS was routed over
the narrow trail from LIEPVRE to tho CHATEAU to KINTZHEEIM., But an enemay
road block West of KIFTZHEIM obstructed passage through to ths town. The
Infantry had entered and e¢lsarsd KINTZHETM although three (3) enemy tunks
wore in its atreota at the tims. During the night difficulties which arcwe
in getting m tank dorer up the trail to clear the bloock ware oversome and
by morning the Infentry in KINTZHEEIM had srmor with it.

Pefore dawn Company "E® and Company "I {lsss cne platoon) descendsd
on CHATENOIS from the high ground to the Weet and by 07504 the town had
been oceupied without resistance. Contact was soon established with ths
8soond Battalion, 143d Infantry, coming around by the main rosd from VAL
DE VILLE, The remainder of the Third Battallion with armor moved wp from
EINTZHEIM to closo on CHATENOIS, lesnwhila slaments of the 409th Infantry,
-103d Division, passed through our Pirst Battalion to enter SCHERWILLER,

FPatrols ssnt out by the Third Battaiion in OHATEROIS to SCHERWILLER
found the bridge blown on the river at V753647; and to BELESTAT encountered
enemy in position at V758659,

SELESTAT, the Junction of esveral lmportant roads including the main
M ABBOTRG ~ COILMAR highway, mow lay within grasp. 4n attack was launohsd
almost immediately with four (4) battalions conwerging on tha city from
North, Bast, and South,

Two (2) battalions of the 409th Infantry moved Southsast from SCHER-
WILLER with the objsctive of clearing the northern hall of tha olty, while
the Second Battalien, 143d Infantry, still attachesd to the 142d Infsntry,
advarosd direotly Bast from CHATENOIS, and the Third Battalion, 1424 In-
fantry, from CHATEWOIS oireled South through EINTZHEEIM, then East to attssk
SELESTAT from the South.

At KINTZHEIN the Third Battalion was asplit inmto two (2) foroes: One
of Company "L" and Company “E® with a seotion of hsavy machine puns advenc-
ing Southeast along the road to ths Junotion at GANZINOTTE; the other of
Company "I®, th® ramsinder of Company "M®, and the Battalion Headquarters,
with the Battalion armor, two (2) tanks snd two (2) tank destroysrs, ad-
vancing East to NECIRUCH, The sscond foroe recelved a vory héavy sheslling
just Bast of KINTZHEIM which somewhat disorganized ths group, but by night-
fall the two (2) foroes had sscured GANZINOTTE and NEUHRUCH. Company "K®
moved up to BRUERUCH. Along the main road intc SELESTAT a civilian car
with s German non-commiassioned officer was captured about dusk,

Moamwhile th® Seocond Battallon, 1433 Infantry, fought against stiffen-
ing resistance to snter the western edge of BELESTAT to stop short of the
railroad yard for the night. Ths two EZ) battalicns of the 408th Infaniry
stopped at dark about halfwway beotween BCHRRWILLER and SELESTAT, thsn befors
dawn the following morming, moved into the nortbern suburbs of SELESTAT.
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During the night tha Third Batta&lion pcaitionz recelived a lvavy shell-
ing, but also captured sn eneuwy patrel of six (6) men near NEUHRUCH. 4t
06304, with Company “I" and Company "E” leading, the Battalion moved off
for SELESTAT. Floocding in the plain aleng the IIL River, which rune parael-
le) to the main road, marrowsd the Battalion sector of advanoe ¥orth to the
right or Rast of the road. Contact was soon established with Germens in
the town and snmny artillery triesd to bresk up the attack, An ensmy Sfmm
gun and roed blook near the road junotion at V732618 offsrsd strong resist-
anoe, The ®"B88™ lmooked out a tenk second in colum, But when that heppened
ths lsad tank rushed the block, firing, and routed off the enemy orew., MNen
from Company "I® complested the assault and seired the block. From then on
in the olearing of the Third Battalion's asssigned portion ol SELRESTAT was
hazpered omly by intenss sniper fire, This ares included all to the Rast
of the main Forthoast - Southwest road to ths oircls at V788623, and all
South of the lateral street Bast from tha circle. By nightfall thiz area
had been cleared to a portion in the Southesast corner where enany astivity
still flared in a clossly-kmitted group of buildinga. At 18004 an-enemy
oplumn of aporoximately one hundred fifty (150) men, apparently sent to re-
inforca the enemy gerrison, was sighted marching into SBLESTAT on the roed
to ths Boutheast. This was thoroughly disperased by prompt artillery fire,

In thw action of this day, the Second Hattalion, 1434 Infantry, strik-
ing at SELESTAT from the West orossed the railroad under heavy fire and
sucoseded in driving the ensmy from lts aasalgned sestor, The 409th Infantiry
on the North during the day did not ponstrate the line of the 0ld city wall
which forms a semi-cirale on that exd of towm. On the following day, 3
Dagembsr, Company "KE™ led ths Battalion in clsaring the Southeast ooroer
and in reaching the bridge at V793618 which the Gormanz had blown. A strong
exphanpgs of fire raged from housss on both sides of the river and Company
*E" was prevented from securing the site. On the Forth ocontact with the
408th Infantry was mt sstablished,

With the Third Battalion comtrolling the southsastern part of BELESTAT
smd the 409th Infantry still engaged in olsaring the Yorth section, the
8econd Battalion, 1434 Infentry, was withdrawn from the Waei part of the
" vity during the morning ol 4 Decembsr jn order to rejoin the 1433 Infagtry
iy ths violnity of RIBEAUVILLE.

An attempt by a reinforced platoon of Company "L" to take th® road
junction at V753579 on the® 4th met with strong opposition, and in the face

of hdavy mortar and Rachins gun fire the foroe was ordered to be pullsd
back to SELESTAT,
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Petrols from the 409th Infantry oontaoted our Third Battalicn on the
4th. Howewer, no asiroable force was seen and it was not definitely estab-
1lishsd that thes North seotion of town was clearad. 4 relisf of 409th In-
fantry strongpoints was ordered and carried osut during the night of 4-5
Decomber, platoons teking over oompany positionas on the Forthwest end Borth-
sast of the city. A company of twelve (12) light tanks of Company *D",
753¢ Tank Battalion was abtached to the Third Battalion and assepbled in
SELBSTAT during the night, In the morning, ths First Battalion, which had
bean in reserve, moved into the Bouth portion of the olty to assume respon-
sibility for thia sector and to reinfores the Third Battalion defenss, Omly
soatterad epemy self-propslled fire interferred with ths relieving operation.
Aftesr taking over the $09th Infantry positions on the North, the Third Bat~
talion conducted a thorough ssarch of the buildings in the heart of the oity

While the spotlight was focussd on the fighting for BELESTAT, the
Second Battalion, from a reserve position at EOENIGSBOURG CHATEAU, fennsd
out to the South and Emst, taking a numbsr of townz at th® base of the
lins of hilla, On 1 December Company "E" entered THANNEREIRCH at noon and
engaged the snemy there until after derk when the town was clearad, A4
platoon of Company "G" sent to CRSCEWILLER stayed just outside of the town
bocauss of a larpger enemy foro# within. Company "FY plaoed a platoon rosd
block above ST HIPPOLYTZ at V702600,

Sniper fire continued in THAWKENEIRCH during the night and early morn-
ing of 2 Decembar. Company “E" was ordered to push on to BERGHRIM on ths
road from THANNENEIRCH where stiff opposition was encountered Southsmat of
THARNENKIRCH. Aftsr noon Company *G" entered CRSCHNILLER without resistance
and opmtacted a 638 Roconnimssance platoon there, Company "F* engaged in w
brief fight for 5T HIFFOLYTR and took thirteen (13) prisomsrs in olearing
the town by 1560A. Enomy artillsry, mortar and self-propelled fire, s wsll
as two {2) tanks blocled the advance of Company “E".

After dark when all wax appsrently quiet within BT EIPPCLYTE, the Ger-
mena sprang s night counteratiack, re-entering the town on ths Boutheast.
Fighting war sharp as the ensmy regainsd soms of ths buildings. Company
"pP* withdrew to high ground North of tows until morning when it attacked
again to drive the enamy out. In close-in sireet fighting Sergosnt EBLLIB
H. WEICHr, 33131669, from Evereii, Pemnsylvania, leading th® Third Squad
of the assault platoon, Company “F", 142d Infantry, performed valiantly to
speed the auccess of the attack. Two (2) enemy machins puns oovering a
oarrow winding strest wors nsutralirsd by the acouracy of his rifle from
an sxposed position which he boldly rushsd forward to tek®.- Then ss an
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artiliery obasrver dirscted fire on 20mn flak wagons, Sergeant WEICHT re-
mained under the barregs though he knaw the company had withdrem to a safe
distance. When, affsr the barrage the Germans attempted to pull out the
r1lsk wagons, Serpgeant WBICHT'S rifie firs into the crows caussd them to
flee and abandon the guna. Finally, in exposing himself to fire on an on-
ey road block South of town Sergeant WEICHT was killed by a direot hit
from an epemy antitank gum,

Company "G%, lesa one (1} platoon, was ordered from (RSCHWILLER to
assiat Company "P" and by noon thes situation was progressing favorshly
though the Flak wagons and enamy road block cheoked immediate pursult to
the Sputh. .

The advance of Company "E" tomard BERGHETW was halted for the day on
ths 695 easting, under atrong mrtillery fire,

0n 4 Decomber Company "G" moved South from ST HIPFOLYTE 4o enter RODERN
without oppoaltion, then comtinued on %o within thres hundred (300) yards of
RORSCHAIER where the enemy offered some opposition. Company "E™ made botter
progress, advanoing to V707570 where it engaged an anemy force well dug-in
on Hill 336 to ths Bast.

With the asslstance of tanks which were able to joln Company "G" af'ter
a physical blook at 8T HIFFOLYTE had been removed, RORSCENIHR was ocoupled
&t dark snd the enemy resistancs put down, {olonel GERGE B, LYHCH, Regi-
mental Commandsr, then ordsred Company "G" to make a night atteck by mcon-
light, starting after midnight from RORSCHWIER to seigs road jumotion 177,
which the reinforosd platoon of Company "L* had besn wmables to ssours in
m tough fight during the day. This socond attack from the South and Best
contained en slement of surprise, coming as it would, from another direction.

Company "F" had bsen hrought up to help Company "E" in its atback on
BERGAELM, During late aftsrnoon the ensamy dsfanee on Hill 336 was raduced
and peerly one hundred {100} priscners wers taken, Both companiss then
sntsred BERGHEIM at dusk and fought to sontrol as mush of the town as poe-
gible in the night. Contact was esteblished with the 1434 Infentry whioch
cams up frox RIBRAUVILLE and at OS00A of the 5th BERGHEIM was declared to
bs cloar.

The night attack of Company ®G" was entirely successful though oppo-
gition was @t nearly all the wey Bast from RORSCHWIHR. An enemy 55mm
gun was overrun at V743577. Five (5) prisonsra were taken. The vital road
junction, objective of the attmck, was seirod and held.

SieGiamd]
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7 +th the clearing of BiRGHEIX the Regimentsl sector now extended ¥orth
to include SELISTAT. The Germans droppsd back behind or to defend points
of croseing the brosd water berrier aleng the floodsd TLL River, On the
Jouth the 143d Infantry csme abreast, taking GURMAR and OSTHEIM. The major
problem at oncet becsms the crossing of the flooded plein in order to make
penetration eastwerd to the RHINZ or to envelop COIAMAR. Reconnaisgaancge

troop elamenta sent to secure four (4) possible bridging sites failsd to
do so before the enmmy prepared them for defense.

On the night of 5-6 Decembar two (2) missions were undertaken which
illustrate 'the difficulty of the problem. Company "F* was sent East from
road junctien 177 by moomlight to secure the Lridgs at V780586 or the one
at V777659, and if both of these were mot to be had, the town end cross-
ing at ILLAAEUSERN wee to be seized, Advence patrols reached the first
bridge sites and found them blown. An attack on ILLHAEUSERN became im-
practical when the approaches were found to be waist=deep and ths Company
became surrcundsd by water, Company “F" was ordersd back to ZORSCEWIR
where dry clothing and a hot meal awalted tham. ‘

At the Southeast cormer of BELESTAT the Germans hotly conteated any
attempt to oross the river by the blown bridge at V793618. PBefore dwm
of 6 December, ths Third Platoon of Company ®C" led by Second Lisubtsnant
CLAFENCE F. BRADBERRY, 01315774, from Kitro, ®est Virginia, who af'ter being
assigned the mission mede a akillful reconnalssance, carefully plamming
the attsok. Using ons leaky shell riddled rubber boat end a thres-man
shuttle gystem (the last three had to swlm as ths boat senk), he affectesd
a surprise croseing sbout five hundred (500} yards South of the bridge
site. A hard fight followsd. A second platoon was sent to help. Final-
ly, after some delay a footbridge wms installed and before moon a firm
tridgehesd was secured snd the enemy driven from the housss in that area.
Still any further advanos was limited to the single road cut by a second
bridge a thousand (1,000) yarde farther.

Also during the might of 5-6 December, a battalion of the 1l4lst Ip-
fantry, attachesd to the 142d Infantry, relieved our Third Battalion in
the North sector of BELZSTAT. The Third Battalion then ocoupied CRSCE-
WILLR, ST BIPROLYTE and RODZRN in reserve asaembly aress.

Preparations were made during € Decsmber to push out to the Southeast
from the SELESTAT btridgehead., The Becond Battallion was aleried for possi-
ble movement to follow through if the bridge at V795610 could bhe ssired,
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4 platoon of Compeny "C" attempted to employ similar taoties of the night
before in attacking thias bridge site af'ter dark. But the Germmnrs were
found to be ueing an underground shelter as & fortified position at the
crossing and wers extremely alert along the length of the stremm. 4
place for crosaing could mot be found, ILieutenant Colonel JAMES L, KINKR,
Firat Battalion Commander, suggeated a second try before daylight with s
fresh Company "A" platoon and rubber boats, The rubber hoats were rushed
up from CHATEMOIS in time but the Company "A® platoon was pravented from
meking a crossing by a heavy enasy shelling on the platoon'as approach,

After thiz event operations in this sector became defensive in chare
acter. A simlilar aituastion existed North of BELISTAT and blockad the
advence of the French 2d Armored Division which tied in on th® Rezimentta
laf't, .

Artillery exchanges and patrol actlvity coourred for ths next sevoral
days. hen ths Germanes were found to be cccupylap a house within two hm-
dred (200) yards of a Compsmy "B" outpost at V800827 a party from Company
"7 went out to drive them off. Eleven (11) Germans wers taken in a raid
on this house th® night of 9 Decauber and a platoon outpost established
there. From road junctlon 177, s Becond Battalion patrol went Hast to the
stresmn crosaing at V776575 and tangled with Germana there. This area was
well under water and waiat deop in the flelds off the road, The patrol
hed to swim the stresm on its return, after having killed ut loast two {2)
epeny in an encounter at the house and in the woods. Both SELESTAT and
road junction 177 were targets of intermittent enemy wrtillery.

The Firat Battalion took over the defense of SELESTAT entirely on 8
December, relieying the 14lst Infantry Battalion on the Rorth of the oity.
Strongpoints were sstablished on a bhroad fromt,

On 10 Dégember, the Regimental ssctor was extsndad to include GUEMAR
on the South. Company “E™ relisved glements of the 14let Infantry here
during the afternocon.

Frisoners taken about this time made mention of eight hundred {800)
replecemants being trought across the REINE into the SELSSTAT asctor.
After dark of 11 Decembar ths Germans grabbed off s three-man outpost
in the Company "R™ defenss, Still it was somewhet of a surprise when
the enemy launched a major attack on the morning of the 12th with the
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intention of reteking SELESTAT and penetrating as far as the hills Weat of
CHATENOIS end the XOENIGSBOURG CEATEAU. Purthermore the attack on SELESTAT
wes sccompanied by a serlous infiltration on the South arcumd BEBLEWHEIM -
and MITTLEWIHE and as deep as to cut the ST MARIE AUX MINES -~ RIBEAUVILLE
road, endangering the whole of the Divislon flank to cover the eastern ap-
proaches from North to South, '

At SELESTAT, a heavy artillery concentretion alerted the First Battal-
ion at aboult 0630A. A Compeny "B® platoon at the road junotiom st V800527
was [irst to report the Germen aitamck. On both flanks approximately one
hundred (100) enemy struck but in time wers driven off and thirty (50)
prisorers taken, The main weight of the German attack was then realired to
be furthsr to the North., Before deylight the enemy infiltrated in strength
in the VIEEARCG ares, quickly seized and controlled a halfwmile siretch of
houses along the first Forth - South sireet and cut off another platoon of
Company "B" with an antitenk gun platoon on position at the junetion of
roads at V795635. Anocther roubte of infiltratlion was along the stresmbed .
and railroad track on the Forth. One column may have gone as far Wost on
the North bank ss the rallroad crossing to SCHERWILLER where it was guided
across & footbridge end returned East to geln comtrol of the factory areas
at V792837, ¥When a friendly unit holding a post on the North st V797641
firsgt saw the enemy in strength early in the morning it withdrew., This
left g wide gap through which the Germens may have pouwred & larpge number.
Thie was not known until nearly noon end therefore presented a grave threat
to CHATENOIS and SCHERWILLER end, of even mors concern, to artillery posi-
tions just back of SELESTAT. The isoleted Company *B® end intitunk Compeny
platoons, though separated on several elements, some aqued-sirs, remained
intact end held their own, ta¥ing prisoners and lkeepimg them under guaerd
at the same tims.

o counter this situation Company "I™ was attached to the Plrst Bat-
talion and trucked to SELESTAT from (RSCHFIILER erriving about 1100A, Ths
remainder of the Third Battalion was then ordered to CHATENOIS to block any
peretration along the river botween SCHERWILLER end CHATENOIS, In SRELESTAT
two (2) light tanks drove through to the beseiged Company "B" platoon amd
thereby lent additionsl sffective machins gun support. 3By ncon two (2)
medivm tenks hed arrived. Those in stpport of a ressrve Company "C" pla-
toon began to work North from the Junotion at V795528 systematically clear-
ing the enamy from each houss. AL sbout the same time & foroe conslsting
of enother platoon of Company “C" and a platoon of Company *I™ engaged the
enany in the Northwest cormer at the factory., Hard fighting lasted all
afternoon within the factory sres as the Germens used the ocover of walls,
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machinery, etc. in defense and stubbornly had te be pried out, The Com-
peny "C" platoon took a position on the right of the factory from which
it delivered sirong fire on the Germans ettempting to make an exit from
the factory under pressurse of the Compeny "I™ platooun.

Initistive end daring by certein individuals of the Company "™ and
Antitenk plateons kept small groups together im the face of far graater
numbers and were cause for smazing resulis that did happen, Private Pirst
Class IDWALD L. &ITH, 31422033, from Hyde Perk, Suffolk, Massachusetts,
of the Antitank Platoon, Feadguarters Compsny, First Battslion, worked
his way forward ons hundred (100) yerds to a house that had bsen a platoon
outpost, bubt had been overrun in the German attack, MNoving to a window
he boldly csellied upon the Germens within to surrender which thsy promptly
did without firing a shot. In ell twenty-five (25) Germans were taken
and five (5) Compauy "B" men were freed. He took the prisoners beck to
his gqued, then keeping four of the Germens with him, again exposed hime
sell to pick up a wounded comrade in an ares under ensmy small arms fire,
using the prigoners as litter bearers. While removing the wounded man
Private First Class Smith suddenly spotted a German in u nsarby ditch,
end covering him with his rifle, ordered the Germen and any others hiding
thare to surrender. The German dropped hls rifls, raised his hands and
walked out, followsd by fourteen (14) other enemy soldiers. Marching the
prisoners back to his squad's position, he then began working ks way from
houss to house in search of mere Germans. Whils moving eround ons house
he suddenly heard German voices arcund the cornmer and called out to the
enemy, An 9nemy officer sticking his head around the corner of the houae
to investigate was immedlately killed by Private First Class SMITH'S ac-
ecurste fire. Then rushing around the cornmer, he ordersd the remasining
two (2) enemy soldiers to drop their weapons end surrender. This they did
without offering opposition., Thus Frivate First Class SMITH was directly
responsible for taking forty-one (41) prisoners end killing a Gemman officer.

During laete ef'terncon a olean up of the énsmy was being mede in this
fashion ag they were rooted out of th® houses which they had taken earlier
in the day. The prisoner total smounted to three hundred (300} and by
morming had reached three hundred thirty-three (333). Over a humdred
could bs counted dead mnd a likely mmber could be considered wounded,
thus vosting the enemy st least siz hundred (B00) casuslties. The attack
had twen mede with a force of about one thousand (1,000) men, elaments
of four regiments. Apparently the Infentry had expscted tank support
which did not arrive in time,
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4t dusk en attempt to stir up s fadiny enbter with a sscond atiaeck,
this *ime sup-ortsd by two (2) pieces of armor, was bsater off. Launched
pgainst the Company "3" platoon st V800627, the initial weipht of the
attack sueceedsd in driving in this posié. FHowsver, strong defensive ar-
tillery fires prevented any further pgain and in the morning st daylight
the originel Compeoy 3% platoon position was restored.

The First Battalion had thoroughly checked the enemy attack, The
cost %o him had boen high, at least six hundred (602) casualties out of
a probable one thousand {1,000) men forea., In contrest our First Batta
lion losses were very lipght; five (5) killed in action, twelvs (12) wound-
od in aciion, and eight {8) missing in actiom.

After the battle had clesred in the evening measures wore tsken to
sirengthen the defense of SELESTAT. With Company "I" attached to the
 First Battalion and helding positions om the North flank, the remainder
of the Third Battalion was ordersd into SELESTAT, Company "K" taking over
Company "CY and Company "A® platoon positlons on the South, sllowing these
troops to becoms a battalion reserve on the Worth., Company "F® was moved
from BERGHEIM to CHATSKOIS, relieving Compeny "K®™ in its reserve defense
positions., A Bailey bridge which had been comstructed at the stream crosa-
ing Southeast of SELESTAT at V793618 in anticipation of our own advance to
+he Southewsst wss ordsred removed.

In ths morning, with quiet reigning in SZLESTAT, Company "FY was sent
back to the Second Battelion st BERGEEIM.

At 11304, 13 Dacember, Major Genersl JOEYW E. DAFLQUIST, 36th Division
Cormander, in view of the continued denger on the Division South flenk
ordared one battalion bo assamble in SELESTAT for posslble movement South.
colonel LYXOH notified the Third Battalion t¢ mssemble in SELISTAT, send-
ing the Antitank Company to assume Third Baitslion positions on the southern
part of the eity.

Yhen at 17354, the Pirst Battalion reported that Company "C" petrels
ware unsble to cohtact the Fronch acroes the river on the Yorth, the Third
Battalion was ordered to move on® company to SCHERWILLIR at 08304 in the
morning, aad the remmindsr of the Battaelion, less Company "I, to CEATEROIS
at 08004, An officer was sant to contmet the French, while Division was
askod to find out what strength the French had to protect the SCHERWILLER
are f.
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At 20154 Lisutenant Colonel IIiTH, reported the on=my was again hit-
ting the left flan con the Forth, It was later determined that thres (3)
companiesa attempted to infiltrate without artillery preparation alonmg the
rallroad track. Staff Sergeant 3TLTY (MMI) SPZISHTS, 14194309, of Poplar-
ville, ¥leaigsippi, on an outpost of & Company "C" platoon in suppert of
Cocpemy "B", after being caurht in the stresm of infiltration, lsd hia men
in & fight back to the platoon poslition, from which he dirsctad artillery
on the ares where he lmew ths ansmy to bes. Fhen four (4) tanks arrived in
support of Company "C%, Steff Sargeent SPEIGHTS, on his om initiative,
ruided them to a polnt where they could blast houses the ensmy had ooou=
pled, This action, remsmber, was taking place in the dark, It was there-
fore diffiocult to estimats the sire of the enemy foree or understand his
intentions,” Much of the flre in defense was done blindly or as in the
cass of 5teff Sergeant SPIIGHTS, whare the snemy hzd mads his pressnoe
knpown in gaining a foot=hold. Flares were used sxtensively but these ware
not too successful.

At 21064 Colonel LYNCH orderad the Third Battalion tc move Company
np* jmmediately to CHATENOIS by motor, to outpost all entrances to the
tomn on the Rast. i

By 22504 the First Battelion declared the situation well in hend with
tanks end infantry working togsther to olesr out the onsmy held houses,
It was learned by this time aleo that th® French had sufficient foroe in
BoHERWILLZR, In ths morning, when the scene of battle was locked over,
som® thirty (30) dead Germane were found lying in close proximity where
tha ertillery had fallen, with stremn weapons and eguipment indicating
the effectiveness of the defansive barrage, The oneamy did not again meke
an offort to teke SELESTAT while the First Battelion remained in its de=
Tenae. )

At 06304 of the 14th, Major General DARLQUIST crdered the Third Bat~
talion, less Gompany "I to move on motors to RIBEADVILLE, Colon=sl LYNCH
then ordersd Company "G® into CEATEROIS as Regimental reserve, At 09156a
Company "I® was ordered to join the Third Battslion in REBEAUVILLE as soon
as possible. As the pudsequent aotion of the Third Battalion was under
bivision vontrol we shall describe that separately later,

In the Regimental sector relative guist maintained wntil relisf from
the line. (m 1€ Doommber clesr weather permitted an alr support dive
bombing mission om the btridge end stresm crossing at V795810, Direot hits
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were made on the undsrground shelter and enemy positlons. A Compeny "A®
patrol following up took eight (8) dazed prisoners and seired the crossing.
The bridge was found to have been hit either by heavy artillery or bombs.
However, just after dark, the enemy countered with a heavy artillery con-
ecentration, eausing several casuslties in the gmaell force, which then with-
drew,

Company "G" was attached to the First Battalion to relisve Company "B®
in SELBSTAT on 17 December. Company "E® took over Company "F® positions
in GURAR also.

By Corps ordsr the boundary of the French on the 1eft wes changed to
include SRLBSTAT. Rellef by the Fremch of our First Battalion wes ocarried
out during the nipght of 17-18 December, the First Battalion essembling in
RIBEAUVILLE by noon of 1B December ns Divisgion reserve.

The Third Battalion encountered some of the toughest fighting it has
experienced whilse operating arowmd MITTLEWIMR under Divielon control. fThe
fermens had succeeded in reteking BENNWINHR and MITTLEWIMR and were atbtack-
ing vigorously in an effort to complete a breekthrough. On 14 Decenber
the Third Battalion was trucked tc RIBEAUVILLE as Divigion reserve and sl-
mast immediately was committed with the mission of passing through the
Third Battalion of the 143d Infantry Regiment to seige MITTLENIER, After
sssembling in ZELLENBERG, the Battallon marched to BEBLENHETM, from which
at 14304, with Company "L" and Compeny "K% leading it, attacked Bouth to
WITTLEWIMR. Though our troops held the hsight of Hill 251, the Germans
persisted in keeping the eustern slopes from which thsy could fire inte
the foreces sttacking MITTLEWIER. Company ®E™ fought its way into the edge
of MITTLEWIFR, winning several housss by nightfall. -But at 20004 hours,
German 58 troops, onms hundred (100} sirong, counterattacked sharply with
fangtical yelling end screaming through MITTLEWIMR'S streests. They had
the support of at least two (2} tanks. In the confuslon of battle fom-
pany "K" was driven from its slight holding with a loss of forby-four (44)
men missing in sotion, who apperantly were saught in the sudden rush of
the enemy mttask. The following morning, 15 Deoember, Company "I% atw
tacked again toward MITTLEWIHR reaching the cametery on the Hortherm tip
but wag foreed back under heavy enemy ertillery and enemy action from the
slopes of Hill 251, On the following day, 16 December, the Third Bettal-
ion reported siphting enemy elements apparently withdrawing from MITTLE-
WIER« That night the Battslion was returned to reserve position ab
RIBRAUVILLE, On 17 December the Third Battelion agsin returpned to the
MITTIEWIER seator.
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This time Company "I" chased the emsmy out of YITTLEWIHR and brushed
off a similar night cownterattack by a different set of German troops for
the 85 had in the meantime been relieved. The town was a scarrod gud
erumbled battlegrownd by this time. A defensive Iine waz esteblishad
South snd Bast of KITTLEWIER which held firmly umtil the final relief from
this area. Casualiies of the Third Battalion during the period 14-20 Do-
camber, included seven (7) killed in action, eighty-thres (B3) wounded in
aotion end fifty-five (55) missing in action,

when the flooding slong the ILL River was realized to be a definite
barrier to further advences East te the RHINE, another plan was formula-
ted for striking at COIMAR from the mountains on the West., It was plen~
ned that the 1423 Infaniry would follow through a Fremch Combat.Cormend
thrusi of TROIS EPIS (V627446). For several days the Repgiment waited in
readiness for this which would have lnvelved moving into position arowmd
through the mountaln passes, bui the general German counterattack North-
west from COLMAR commencing on 12 December forestalled the completion of
even the first phase.

To give the Division a respite from the lins after its long snd com~
%inuous mction, an order to switch places with the 3d Division, in the
then quiet STRASBOTRG area was effected over a peried of several days.
Battalions were exchenged for Battelion, ths 141st and 143d Infentry
Regiments being the first to go, while the 1424 Infantry was relieved by
elements of the 15th Infantry, and on 22 December moved by motors Morth
to reserve assembly aress near STRASBOURG at MUMDOLSHEESIM (First Battalion),
DINGSHETY {Sscond Battalion) and HOLTSHEIM (Third Battelion), Tnile for
ths briel time in this erea the 141st and 143d Infantry Reglments held
river«lins defense positions, the 1424 was so looated to be able to sghift
readily to meet any threst of a German crossing of the RHINE in stremgth
.in the Dlvision sesctor. The night of 23-24 December the ensmy filtered
across in undetermined strength at GAMBSHEIN, approximately eight (8)
miles North of STRASBOURG. ¥Major Gemerml DAHLQUIST, at 09004 of 24 Decem~
bar ordersd the First Battalion to move to the szcenes immedintely, where
under 143d Infentry control it remzined in readlness but not cormitted,
Aftsr relesse at 16004, the Battalion returned to KUNDOLSHETM,

Harch orders had slready bean issusd for the Regiment to move West
to = area at IROIS~-FONTAINGS near SARREBOURG, for the purpose of rest

and training, The motor movement of thirtywfive (35) milez was accome
plished on Christmas Day. While the men took showers and received an
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exchange of olothing and on 27 Pecembar enjoyed the specielly prepared
gchristmas turkey, training areas end ranges were set up and schedules pre-
pared. The afternoon of 28 December battle awards were pressnted to rifty-
two {B2) officers and mon at an impressive Rerimental reviaw. Tralning
had only started when German pressure on th®e Tth Army front near BITCHE
threatened and eventually called the 142d Infantry back into ths 1lins,

On 31 December a rsconnsissance of poszsible assemnbly ereas was made in

the viclnity of SARRE UNIOX¥ and from that dats the Regiment remained on e
status of alart.

Both fast moving offensive and heroic defensive actions had cocurred
during December, In flat or low rolling opsmm terrain nesrly all types of
woapons were employsd in close ocoordination as armer and Infantry fought
for SELESTAT and warded off a serious snemy counteraction, while artillery
rained heavily in close effective support. The weather, except for a
very Tew days, was misty and near froezing, but the men were able to take
advantage of the long-sattled esnd numerous villages withln the battle area.
Casualties were relatively light despite sevaral heavy sngagements. From
1 Decembor to 21 Docember these smounted to forty-six (46} EIA, two hun-
dred geventy-nine (279) #IA, end ssventy-eight (78) MIA. But as no reine
forcements were reosived durlng the month thease represented direct losses
that would be Tslt in future operations. The mwoves to the STRASBOTRG and
SARREROURG areas though short lived, releassd the entire Regiment for the
first time asince the beach landings in August from scme phase of Immediate
tactical conoerm. ifith the Germans assuming an offensive character in
December, the war in Europe might be expeoted to last a little longer, but
the 142d Infantry bad proved its mettle in operations of the new character

during the month.

RICHARD A, EUFP
8taff forpesant, 1424 Infantry
Author
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ONE EUNDRED FORTY SECOND INFANTRY
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QPERATIONS IN FRANCE FOR TEE MONTH OF JANUARY 1945

In Jamuary, the 142d Infantry was inwlved in operations on thres (3)
widely separated sectors of the Seventh Army front, Fregueat motor move-
ment on hurried ocall over long distances csrrisd the Regimant from place to
place, Early in the month the Regiment was sent to reinforse the threatw
ened BITCEY aroa where strong Gorman attasks had besen laumchad New Year's
Day., A cross-country motor march pleced it in reserve for a four (4) day
poriod backing up the lime at SAMRERUCEEN, Then, on 18 January, a movement
from the far left to the Ammy right flank, placed it im position to stesdy
a wavoring line nsar BISOHWILLER, Defensive measures here wers thorough
but were only lightly tested by the ensmy, Pinally, the more familiar ordsr
to attack was given again and abt month's end the 142d Infantry was reeshing
out for OBEREOFFEN, prepared to follow-up with a strike to the REINE River
at IRUSENHEIN.

At the opening of the mdw ysar German attacks threatemed Seventh Army
advamed positions. The powsrful and surprising RUNDSTEDT thrust into southe
ern BELGIUK had been checked ghort of its intended objectives and now the
onany was improvising another plan to relieve the effect of morale on the
home front by laumching another large-scale effort, an sttempt to out the
heart of the Seventh Army 1ips stretching slong the Framco ~ Garman border
from mar SAARBRUCKEY esastward to the RHINE. On the right flank, Beventh
Army %roops, which had crossed the border into GERMANY at WISSEMBERG and
LAUTERBOURG o coms up ageinst SIEGFRIED LINE defenses, ware in dangey of
baing boxed in a corover by sirorg attacks on the West coupled by a further
imrease of s small Gorman bridgehoad already established to the South at
GAMBSHETM, on ths RHINE, eight (8) miles North of STRASBOURG,

The 86th Divislon, whlich on 25-26 Dscember had moved to the vicinity
of SIRREBOTRG for the purposs of training, as Army ressrve, was kept in
readiness to back up or counter serious eremy action. An alert status pre-
wvailed and actual training wes limited. Wernings wers out for ensmy para-
troop landings also, but though soveral cases were rupori:ed, mothing ever
came of them.
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At midnight 31 December - 1 Jamary, treditional moment of eslebration,
the Germans struck with force in the central Army ssctor pesr BITCHE, The
objective was to cut the American supply route through the SAVERNE gap to
the RHINE. That same day, the 14lst Regiménts) Combat Tesn wes sont to the
threatened area in the vicinlty of MOKNTERONE taking positions facing Rast
on the flank of the erPmy bulge. In three (3) days the Goapmans, spearheadsd
by fresh S8 troops late from NOHWAY, nippsd a wedgs about five (5) miles
desp and six (6) miles wids.

Hecomaissanae for possible assembly wreas and defenss lires wore made
by the Regimental Exeoutive Officer snd §~2 on 1 January in the vicinity of
BARRE-UHION, On the aftermoon of $ January s warning order to move was re-
osived, Then, beginning at 17004, the 1424 Infantry bogan s motor march to
the MONTBRONN ares, covering spproximately forty (40) miles along a routs
that was atrang® and difficult af'ter dark under blackout conditions., It
was slgo sharply cold, end epow wes falling. Despits the fect thet the
quartering parties wsre digpatched only sn hour before the Regimental column,
and were unabls to mak® a recomaissan® in daylight, units resshed assembly
aroas with alight confusion and sst up bivouacs for the night out in the
open, West of MONTERONN, with the tall of the column closing in before wid-
night.

In the morning the First Battalion moved Emet to 5T LOUIS to back up
tha 14lst Infantry lirs sxtending ¥orth - South from above LEMBERG 4o
GOETZENBRUCE. After prior reconnalssence EBNCHERBERG was azlescted for the
Becond Battalion, and SOUCHT for th® Third Battelion, end both battalions
oloaed in thes® towns by marching befors dark,

Roxt evening, 5 January, the Regiment relieved the l4let Infantry in
the line, our First Battalion taking positions on the morthern half of the
sector defending LEMBERG, the Third Battalion holding the 1ine generally
along the LELBRRG - GOETZEWERUCE road, The pntitank Company was atbachsd
to First Battalion and, as Infentry, assumed posltions on the right flank
of the First Battalion. Company "AY sssembled in LENBERG as Battalion
resorvs, The Second Battalion remmined in ENCHENBERG as Regimsntel reasrve
but placed a oompany in 1lime back of the First Battalion to defend the head
of the draw on the left at Q726470.

On the Pirst Battalion left thars oxisted a mmall out-back in the line
betwesn the Battalion and the 100th Division, sdjecent friendly unit, hold-
ing the GLOSSEMBEFERG beight at Q735480. This it was deemsd advisabls to wipe
out and shorten the contact bstwoen units. Asocordingly plana were made for
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& coordinated attack to jump off at 08004, 7 January, to Jointly selge the

ground bstween, But in the evening word was reosived from high®r heaiquar-
ters that the planpsd attack was off until approved by the Army commender,

During & January, ensmy aertillery was scattered over the Regimental
sectors At 10004 about twenty (20) Germans spproached the Pirst Battelion
positiors on the right et Q746455, but were driven off by Company *B* and
Antitank Compesny morier Fire., A First Battalion patrol felt out the enemy
positions that were +to be ssized in the attack and saw the ememy digging
in, At night artillery and mortar fire wes placed on the area where svemy
crieg testified to good offect, On 6 Jenuary, the Germans reached their
farthest panetration in the BITCHE msotor as load elesmonts of their offen~
sive pouthward were chocked and lsolated in fighting at WIEGEN.

The Third Battalion reported hesring itracked wehicles in the wileinity
of Q754434 at 19454 snd a contact patrol botwoen Companies “I and "K"
brushed with the snany in the dark, Consgidersble enemy artillery was poured
inte SARRENSBERG, just South of the Third Battalion during the night.

Bharp patrol clashes marked sotivity on 7 Japuary. One (1) man was
¥illed and another wounded as a Company "A® patrol exchanged fire with
eight {8) to ten (10} of the enemy at Q743446, a short distamce in front
of the sntitank Company lime. A Company "BY patrol drew fire from an
estimated six (6) Geymans ant Q747452, A Company "C" combat patrol was
stopped by strong emsmy artillery fire to its front., In the Third BHattal-
ion sector a patrol of Company "L¥ oame upon enemy reverss slops pesitions
dug in on a lips Q751438 ~ Q748442, snd ln a firefight, Xllled at loest ome.

Amy epprovel was granted on the proposed plan of attack on the left
of the First Battalion and preparations for reediness wers again sot in
motion, On the previous dsy, with the attack dus the following, Company
*G" had been moved to LEMBERG to replace Company "A® as Battalion reserve.
Company "A", with Company “cM, were to be uszed in the attack.

Company *C" held positions on the ridpe from Q741462 to QT4746l. Be-
fore dewn, at O5004 on 8 January, Compeny "A® moved from IEMEERG to awsaemble
on the left of Company *C" at Q736466. With Company "A" having further +o
go before striking the ensmy lime, its jump-off time was set at 05004, one-
kalf {1/2) hour shead of Company "C". A platoon of fiws (5) medivm +nks
also was gant to asslsi the Company "C" attack, moving up along the rosd on
the right,
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A heavy concentration of artillery had been placed on the enemy posi-
tiong--the objective of the attack was the knoll and pround South of the
47 grid and West of the rosd--at 068304, but no preparation preceded the
aasanlting companies. Both Companies *A" and Yo" atruck the ememy positious
et about the seme time, Compeny A" being mors on the epsmy's right flank
attempting to out behind, while Compeny “C" applied pressure frontally.

The Company "4® msn descended the wooded slopes from their assambly
area, crosssd the streamn pully and moumted the eremy held knoll. Just as
they had virtually succesded in driving through the ememy line of dafense,
& heavy artillery comcentration fell on them from the left rear. Ths
friendly unit on the left was firinmg into what they thought was ensmy aow
tivity, This was at 09154 The assault was spoiled snd the company scat-
tered. The men dropped back off the slope inte the draw at the bage.

Here, after the srtlllery had been stopped, First Liesutenant KAYMOXD J.
SCHLODER, 01314234, of St. Marys, Penusylvanie, Company "A", 1424 Infantry,
quickly reorgani zed hie Company and preépared for amother advence. Climb-
ing the hill again, & sscond mssault, with men firing from the hip, drove
desp around the flank. Many Germans, resisting stubbornly, were killed in
their holes, (ompany ®C" pressure forced the enemy into the Compmuy "A®
trap. By 10304 the Pighting was over. Fortyseven (47) priscners had been
taker while twepty-five (25) to thirty (30) enemy dead litbered the battle
soene, Qur casualties were relatively light., ons (1) of the five (6) tanks
that supported Company ®C" had been knocked out by a 4%m gun et Q748465.

The gewlywnon ground was immediately orgenized for defense with Com~
pany "a" teking positions on a line facing Forthemst from Q742487 to Q467464
Vory shortly the enemy launched a strong counterattack, prineipelly against
the unit on our left. Company "A® jolnsd in repeliing the attack by firing
into their flank and in olearing the 1itile knoll at Q747469 where sight
{8} prisonsra were taken.

The attack of Compenies "A" and "C" had been entirely succeszsful and
gquickly done. The uneasy gap had besn wiped out and the lins shortened,
sccording to plan. :

The Germen reaction sppeared the next damy, 9 Jenuary., Heavy artillery
began pounding LEMBERG with repularity at 02004, continuing through the
morming hours. A% BITUEE, a German battalion of thres (S5) companies, one
hundred {100) men sach, assambled and were dispatohed, by route of the rail-
road, to seire the high ground at LEMBERG. About s mile from LEMBERG, the
companies split to strike to the North and from the South, One of these
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worked up the draw in frout of Company “B® at Q747453, and at first light
of morning seized two (2) squads and a section of heavy machime guns of

one plateon of Compsoy "B" before the Company was dlerted to the sttack.
The ememy, getting in emoupgeb one platoon of Company *B" at Q747455 disrupte
the defense there and isoleted another platoon on the nose of the ridge at
Q752457, Wire lines from companiss to the battalion had bsen knockad out
by the artillery durlpg the night. Communicatlon was thersfore slow, But,
when first werned of the plight of Company "B®, & plstoon of Company "o
was muot to help. OQur defensive artillery firesz wore laid in heavily sud
coxtimipusly, stopping further emomy support. The Compeny "C* platoon
fought fiercely and wll, foreing the Goérmans back and denying asny further
panstration, It is thought a sscond company of the epsmy was behind this
first and was disorganized by our artillery fire, 4 third company evidently
tried to flank to the North, strildng et Compenies A" and *¢" positlons,
as e brisk small ams battle lasted brisfly in thet sector but soon faded.
Thirteen (13) prisonsrs were taken end fifty {(60) epsmy, which could bs
counted, were killed.

Quiet settled on the First Battalion front for the remsindsr of the
day» 4 Third Bettelion combat patrol fought with the epemy at the strosm
Jjunstion (Q750434) in the morping hours, while snemy artillery harassed
Third Battaliold positions through the day,

Aftor dark, § Jamuery, elements of the 1434 Infantry began relieving
the First and Third Battalions. In the morning of 10 Jamuary, the Regiment
moved bask spproximetely fifteen (15) miles to the towns of BEITWILLER
(Q5932), REXINGEN (QS5934), ADAMSWILIER (Q6134) and DURSTEL (QS033), again
for the purpose of rest and training. But, by the naxt dey (11 Jamuary),
an order to plan for work on a defensive switoh position wes received,
This was & line running through DOMFESSEL (Q5739), RATZWILLER (Q6339) and
VOLXSEERG (QS838), considered the next defensive position should the snsmy
bresk through the existing fromt 1ims. The digging of tremohes, siting
of weapons, clearing fields of fire, ete, was begun by the 141st Infentry
and this work was to be teksn up by the 1424 Infantry on 14 Jannary. Thenm
the scheduls was stepped up a day. Reconnelssamse and unit plamning for
this mission was completed and the troopa wars already on the march to the
work areas when a change in order affected the Repiment,

At 12804 13 Jamiary, & warning order for movement to the 1034 Diviaion
sootor was rectived. It wes 16164, an hour until dark, bafore the destine.
tion was knmown, Yet the movement was expected that same night. 7The l42d
Regimental Combat Toam was attached to the newly formed XXI Corps, as Corps
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reserve, and was to close intc an assehbly arfa in the vicinity of FRANCALe
THOFF, a distance of about thirty (30) miles, by noon of the followlng day.
Queartering parties, immediately dispaiched, wers unable to meke a proper
roconnaigsance, as it was dark upon srriwal. Though the route was strange
in the dark, the movement begun at 03304 14 January, rolled smoothly to
the new ares. Here however oonfusion resulted with the changing of asseme
bly areas. . 4 biting cold wind sweeplng across flat spow-covered plains made
the two (2) to three {3) hour ride in open jeeps end trucks s frosty om to
romambe .

Relisving battaliong of the 409th Infaentry, 103d pivielon, in reserve
st MERLEBACH (Q3262), CAPFEL (Q3553), and ST JEAN - ROHRBACH {Q384B), the
Regiment provided & reserw force to back up the SAARERUCKER ssctor while
elements of the 103d Division were relieved bv the TASE FORCE HERREE, The
Second Battalion, in CAPPEL assumed responsibility for guarding twonty-eight
(2B) bridges in the rear areas. The First Battelion in MERLEBACH and the
Third Battslion in ST JEAN - ROERBACH enjoyed a welcomsd rest, as thls secw
tor proved to be sxceptionally quiet with hardly & round of enemy artillery
to interfere, and the Regiment was not called into estion.

A day of hesty movement end msedless confusion occurred on the 18th,
but it demonstrated the mobility of moeders Infantry. At midnight 17-18
Jamary, word was received for & motor movement eastward to begin as scon
a5 pogsible. (Captain JOHN B, HUNLEY, Eegimental 5«3, =zald we could be
under way in two {2) hours. But then it was learned that additional trucks
necegsary would mot asrrive until 07004, A schedule was set-up whereby the
jesd elements crossed the initial point at 0900p-~the combat team column
was three (3) hours lonmg~-the destination wagusly "somewhere within HAGUEKAU®,
eighty (80) miles away by road. The golumn had mot long been rolling when
instructions were received fo rercute the Regiment %o the area of itz former
bivouss near BETTWILLER to DURSTEL. Corps ¥P's stopped the column head st
SAVERNE and turmed it about., But parts of the ocolimn wars turnad olsawhere
snd soattered to where they did mot know, After closipg in the BETTWILLER
area (less some units unescounted for) the Regiment was immediately alerted
for further movement to HAGUSNAU, which began after dark at 19004 This
route, however, was over a winding mountein rosd, slick with ice. In the
blackout driving meny sceidents cccurred that would have been awvoided had
the column coutimied on the main SAVERNE - FOCHFELDEN - HAGUENAU rosd. It
was after midnizht when the column clesed in,

It was expected thet employment of the Regiment would be in the then
hotly contested HATTEN - RITIZRSHEOFFEN area where zavegs attacks by Geman
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armor had been going on for several days. A reconnaissance was made in this
soctor during the morning of 19 January, but a more sericus threat Southeast
of HAGUENAU, which developed during the day, changed plana,

&,

Inmge)aks time a small German bridgehead asross the REIRE, whioh
centered on GAMBSHEDN, had expanded to include OFFENDORF and HEFRLISHEIM,
and then linked up with the main forces to the North by takipg IRUSENHEIM,
opening the highway paralleling the RHINE., HERRLISHEIM and [RUSENARIM were
momentarily receptursd by our troopa to sever the ensmy tie-up, then, just
prior to 19 January, in a strong bid, ¥EARLISHEIM was rewon by the Germans.
Or 183 Jamirry & breakthrough of comsentrated armor thrsatensd WEYERSEEIM
to the West, while heavy pressure forced the yielding of IRUSENHEIM, An
armorad division in thig asctor was bedly maulsd. Into thiz situsitlon the
36th Division was thrown; the 1434 Infantry during the afterncon establish-
ing a line to defend ROHRWILLER to WETSKSHSIM--the enemy tanlk atteek moving
toward WAYERSEAIM was stopped--while before dark the 142d Infaniry moved
into roserve areas st HKIRTZENHAUSEW, GRIES end BISCHNILIER. Secondary dew
fenge positions were soct-up around these towns, AL 22304 Major General
JOHY E. DAHLQUIST, Divislon Commander, ordersd the rirst Battalion, in
BISCEWILLER, prepered to atteck East toward ROHRWILIER and DRUSENHEIM, in
the event our llne there should collapse.

20 January was spsut in orgenizing defenses and anticipating a follow
up of the german attack, The Third Battalion, in GRIES, was ordered to
move Yo BISCEWILIZR et 13504 to orpganirs main-lims defenses thers, while
the Pirst Battalion remsinsd assembled in BISCHWILLEK resdy to counterattack.
That evening a gensral and sizosebls withdrawal of VI Corps troops was care
riad out, to form s stronger and shorter Iims dlong the MODER River from
BISCHVILLAR +to HAGUENAU, and there to the West, South of BISCHWILLER the
woods at ROBOLS0 became a focel poimi, then Southwest to Just Bast of
WEYERSHEIM and HDZRDT. The lst Frepeh Army maintained a line from BOERDT
to KILSTETT tov the RHINE. At 23004 the 1434 Infantry Battalion in ROERWILLER
withdrew tehind our Third Battalion defenses at BISCHWILLER, whioh becams
the new front line, The Germans did not dlsturdb the operation, though our
First Dattalion was alerted for & couniremeasure in the direction of the
woods North of ROERWILLER in omss they did.

pur own attitude now was entirely defansive while that of the ememy
was considersd potentially a powerful threat, A major effort with the
objective of taking STRASBOTRG was fully expected.

The German reaction to our withdrawsl was prompt. During the aftermoon
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the 143d Infantry Battalion in the woods™East of KURTZENHAUSEN beceme heavily
engeged with an attmcking emsmy force. In the course of the action gowen

{7} German tanks were knocked out and ome hundred sixty (160) prisonsrs

taken, The Gemans did succeed in seizing the muall patch of woods at ROT2148
and could not be extricated before dark, but thst was all they wore able to
galn. -

At BISCHWILLER eremy targets wore frequently sesn during the day, most
of these to the Northeast headed toward OBEREOFFEN. The bridge at ROS5187
required two (2) separat® charges befors it was satisfactorily blown, and
this was soccomplished mot any too soon, as an hour-sndea-half afier the
gecond blast six (6) eremy tanks cmme charging up to the bridge site, the
lseding one firing into the Compamy K" platoon covering forse on the far
side. This was at dusk. Ths tanks took cover bshind the bulldings in the
vicinity and eventuslly went away, while Company "E® meinteinsd a double
alert, Flares wore used at intervals end our tavks were brought up %o fire
at short ranges into the houses across the stream. Ths sibuation then
guieted down for the night.

The 143d Infantry battle hed subsided by nightfall, after which rellief
of ths 1434 Infantry Battellon by our First Battaelion was carried out ms-
cording to plam. Our Second Battalion relieved another 1433 Infantry Bat-
talion to the South, thus giving the Reglment responsibility for the sector
from just above HOERDT to include BISCHWILLER,

On the morning of 22 Jamuary, tank and mechime gun fire fyom the Flirst
gattelion in the big wooded patoh wes comentrated on the 1little wods te
the Southwest which the enemy had telen, Then s barrage of 4.2 white phos-
phorug smoke shells was poured im. after this, Company "E® of the Second
Battalion entered the woods quietly from the South and cleared the aree,
only to fiod that the ememy had spparently evacusted it in the night,

Purther South the Germans had made a strong attack on the French at
EILSTETT during the night, cutting off elements within, But in the morning
the French regsined control and drove the Gérmans back, takting a toll of
some thres hundred fifty (350) prisomsrs.

While the next few days wore conflined to patrol action only, our de-
Penges were in process of being perfected:s Antitank mines, amtiepersonmal
mines, mod wire obstacles beling installed to the front; wespons including
«50 calibar machine puns, antitank guns and tank destroysrs being carefully
gited, barricades put up in the stroets of BISCHWILLER, Snow began to fall

SR
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Consideration of attamcking agein, eastward to the RHINE, began on
26 Jamiary and plans wire formulated., Indicstions were that the Germans
had changed their intentions and were thinning their defenses to a mini-
mum in erder to supply troops end armor elsewhers. The next few deys then
were spent in preparstion, issuing of orders, extensive patrolling to dew
termine ensmy strength and 4o obtsin prisemars, air recomaissance to
watch movements in the ememy's rear end especially elong the REINE, With
the over-all objective of clearing the West bark of the REIRE up to anmd
ineluding DRUSENGEIM and establishing a West » Eest 1ine from OBEREOFFEN
to DRUSENEEIK by the 356th Divislon {with £¢B, 14th Armorsd Division ate
tached), the plan of attack placed the 1424 Infantry on the left, or Forth
flank, with the mission of flrst sesuring that flank by the seirzure of
OBEREDSFEN ons night before a broad attaok eastward to take DRUSENHZIM,
the DRUSENHEIY woods, ROHRWILLIZER, HERRLISERIM and OFFENDORF. The might
ssizure of OBEREOFFEN to be mede by ome {1) battalion, was phuse ome. In
phase two, Jumping off from OBERWOFFEN and BISCHWILIER the following night,
two (2) battelionm of the 1424 sbremst had as objectives the DRUSENEEIM
woods gnd DREUSENEEIM, snd then East fo the RHIEE, whils two (2) bettalions
of the 143d Infentry on the right wers to successively seize ROERWILLER,
. BERRLISYEIM and OFFENDONF., The 14lst Infantry in reserve, inttially was
to maintain the exlsting BISCEWILLER =~ WEYERSHEIM lipe, (CB of the l4th
Armored Divizion was to relieve ermd hold OBERBHOFFEN after it had besn taken
by the 142d Infantry Battalion, which would return to BISCHTILLER as Regie
mental reserve. Only limited demonstrations were to be made elsowhere
along the entire Corps and Army front.

Daylight patrols were out of the question in the f£lat open terreln and
sasily tracked snow covering, Patrols to ROERWILIEE for two (2) nights
running, 25-26 Jamuary end 26-37 Jamiary, found llttle or mothing within,
but on the followlng evening were driven off after drawing fire, OBERHOFFEN
was clogely watched and i%s southern edge frequented by our petrols. geve
eral anbush and combat patrols were tried after ensmy positions were loca-
ted, bub without success. On the might of 30-31 Januery a Company “I®
platoon-sized combat patrol met with fisrce spemy machine gun fire after
spproaching close~in to g house in OBERHOFFEN, At least five (5) enmmy
machine puns and two (2) mechims pistols opensd up as though they hal been
waiting, That sam® night, howsver, the Pirst Battelion pleked up two (2)
prisoners from the woods North of ROFRWILIER and killed four (4) of a

. group spotted on the way heck,

During these sevoral days epsmy petrols were sctive, and some atbtempt-
ing to enter our linss were driven off with casusltles., Four (4) of a
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end in a week's period blepketed the ground a foot deep, & favorable item
for the defense. The cold remained steadily below freezing, often as low
gs 10° ghove roro. Aftificlael moonilght was first experionced in this seo-’
tor with the installstion of m battery of powsrful ssarchliphts to the rear,
Thege, hanging thelr beans in the air out over the front, provide a luminous
glow which especlially on clouded nights, regembles moonlipght, though with-
out the shadows. Moving objects omn then eamsily be sesen,

On 22 Jamary, our planes bombed end dispersed twenty-six {(26) ensmy
tanks seen moving West from HERRLISHEIM towsrd WEYERKSHEIN, but mot ecross
the ZORN Canal. On the 23d the Germans rathor spotbtily comtrolled the air
as several types of emdmy sireralt including the new jet«propelled, in
groups of two (2) and three (3) darted out of low-hanging clouds to bomb
WEITERUCH, EURTZENHAUSEYN, GRIES, BISCHEFILLER and other targets in the rear,
throughout the day. Little demage wes reported, howsver,

During the afternpon of 23 January, an estimeted eighty (80) epemy ap-
proached the First Battelion lipe South of HANHDFFEN., Though thiz space
was thiniy held, but well covered by fire, the ememy force was broken up
efter concentrated ertillery, mortar end mmall arms £ire wae poured inbe
them,

*he Second Battalion was reliewsd by 1434 Infantry elesments after dark
of 23 Jamery, and marched to GRIBS in the morning,

1ight demonstrations of mechim gun fire were mede by the Germans in
OBERHOFFEN the night of 24~25 Jamiary, in conjunction with what devsloped
to be their mein effory further Korth. These socon quieted down, but two
{2) days were requirad to wipe out Germen pemsirations across the NODER
Yorthwost of HAGUENAU, This large-scale ef fort was what we hed been walit-
ing for on our front. When heavy casualtiss were imposed on the ensmy,
this factor plus that of the gravity of the situation on the Bestern fromt,
halted the Geman's of fensive character along the VI Corps linas,

The First Battelion, 1424 Infanbtry was relisved by the First Battalion,
143d Ixfantry, the evening of 25 Jemuary, again reducing the Regimental
seotor 4o the BISCENILIZR area. These freguent reliefs wore nascessary be=-
causs of the lubense ocold so that troops out in the open could warm and dry
out. AY BISCHWILLEL houses wore a part of the frontlime defense, of whioh
our men there could teks advantaege.
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fifteen (15) men ememy patrol wore killed by a Company "I"™ outpest on the
moroing of 28 Jenuary,

The 8Sscond Battalion relieved the First Battelion, 143d Infantry in the
sector of the wooded patich East of KURTZENEAUSEN on the evening of 28 Jane
uary, then in turn, was relieved by a battalion of the 14lst Infantry on
the following might. The Company "L" sector of the Third Battalion was
&lgo teken over by the 14lst Infantry this seme night, in order to assemble
for the mission of teking OBERHOFFEF, amssigned to the Second Battalion by
Colomel GEQORGE E, LYNCH, Regimental Commaundsr. Fhase onme, or the night
attack on QOBERHOFFEY, was aet for 30-31 January,

On the morning of 30 January, however, the higher commard had post-
poued the leunching of the attsck for a twenty-four (24) hour period, The
assembly of troops womt on as plannsd; the Second Bettalion growping in
BISCEFILLLE, and the Third Battelion, with only Company "K™ on the lims,
assembling in BISCHNILLER also. On the 30th, a steady cold thet had lastad
since before Christmas, hardening the pround thoroughly, euddenly broke
with a mildness that seriously hampered the coming operation.

When it appearasd that the attaeck might be postpoped indefinitely word
ceme at moon of 31 Jamiary thai it would go on thet same evening.

Footbridges for three (3) columns to cross over the MODER River were
quickly instelled during late afterncon and evening, At 20004 hours Com-
pany "G" started orossing with Campany "F" following., Thelr routs was s
wide sweep to the Easst in order to strike at the flank of OBEREOFFEN abova
the southern end. All remained quiet up until midnight when the time of
our narrative runs out.

With the excepilon of the limited attmck of the First Battalion on
8 Jamiary end the repelling of the German counterattack the following day,
aotion for the month was confined mostly to patrolliing and the establish-
ing of strong defensive positions. A definite defensive attitude in antie
cipation of comcentrated ememy attacks covered almost the entire period
as the Regiment shilted freguently to moet strained situstions in ssveral
sectors, the most important of which was the defensive lins from BISCHWILLER
South, denying the Germans any penstration in thelr fond hope of taking
STHASBOURG, Despite a steady below-freerzing, and often psar~-zero, teampera-
ture, Regimentsl strongth was evenly meintaimed and casuslties, including
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non-battle, were reletively light, Battle ocasuslties smounted to onms (1)
officer and twenty-eight (28) enlisted men Killed in sction, ome hundred
six (106) enlisted mon Wounded in Action, snd two {2) officers and fifty-
nine {59) erlisted men Missing in gction. Some pround had hed to be
yielded by the Seventh Army troops under heavy ensmy pressure or by plan-
ned withdrewal during Jamary, but et the last of the month the gravity
of the situatlon had eased and the tide was turning the other way ome
more, The 142d Infantry wee quietly approaching the first of ssveral at-
tack ohjectives, OBEREOFFEN,

RICHARD A. HUFF
Stalf Sergesnt, 142d Infantry
Author
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ONE HINTRED FORTY SECOND INFANRY
APO # 36, TU. 5. IRMY

QPERATIONS IN FRARCE MR THE MONTH OF FERURY 1945 .

To the msn of the 1424 Infantry, OBERHDFFEN will be impressively iden-
tified with Peblruary, 1945. OBERHDFFER was the scene of this Regiment's most
rugged and sustained street and house~to-house battling. Neant anly to be
an initial one-night phase of a lwrger divisional aitack, the fight for
OBEREOFFEN dragged on intc a long-time twelwe (12) day battle. A night in-
filtration that at first sppeared an easy ssipwrs of this objsctive wms
quickly apoilsd by a ripping German daylight tapk attmck. Thars followed
s dotermined olash batween the two forces as OBERHOFYEE was regained in a
slow and methodicenl advanoce from South to ¥orth by ow troops. The (armans
hmg on, wsed their best tanks and infantry, slugged back with more snd more
comter messures. Evsn alter the towa was cleared, s futile anemy effort of
battalion strength was lawnched. Ite sarly penetration was wiped out. A
bold thruat eastward from BISCHWILLER dwring the night of 2-3 Felrumry oanr-
ried tha Third Battaellon to the IRUSENHEIM WOODE and helpsd reducs the Garman
salient on the West bmnk of the REINE below IRUSENHEDH. Sloppy inundated
Iowland greatly impeded this attack. Before daylight of 10 Felwusry the -
nen of Company "I" crossed the awlft-flowing MODER to strike at the eneuy's
roar sbove OBERHDFPEN and after thirty-siz (58) hours of gruelling sncounter
linked up with & Company "L" foros pushing out from the town. The Reglmemnt
enjoyed a period of ten (10} day's relief from the line from 15~256 Felrusry,
when 1t returnad to a qulet sector West of HASUENAU nesr ASCHNEICHADSEN.

Ay A e — DI

Phase one of the projesoted Divialonal attack to clear the Germans from
their holdings on the West bank of the REINE South of the MODER River was 3
the cepture of OBERHDFFEN, in order %o secure the left or North flank of the -
main effort and to contein enemy foroces known io be there., Tha attuck for
OBERHIFFEN was planned to precede the blgger operation by one swvening, {
Originally ordered for the night of 30 Jauary, & twanty-four {24) hour -
postponemant sat the dats back to the following svening, This mission was
assigned to the Seoond Battaiion. Upon capture of OBERHOFFEN the Firat mmd l
2hird Battelions were ascheduled to Jump simultansously from OBERHOFFER mnd
BISCENILLER to the Bast, while elomants of Combat Colmsnd "B, l4th Armored
Division were to assume the defensze of ODERHOFFEN as the Second Bnttulion
passed to reserve.
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Footbridges hed besn thrown across the MODER by engineers just East
of the gharp bend during late afterncon and evening. When these were com-
plsted st about 20004, Companies "G™ and "F" filed scross in colum heading
Nor+h on the broed flatland to Bast of OBERHDFFEN, Company "E", following
Company "F" across the river, turning in sharply to the left with the mis-
sion of gecuring the southern end of the towm, It was planned that all
companies would attack the tosm proper at midnight but a ohanoce discovery
of the presence of Company "P® or "G" out in the open fields would have led
to an esrlier clesh with the enemy (Ses Figure 1, page 6, for routes of
Second Battalion attack, assembly areas and initial objectives). A4t the
sppointed time Company "G® approached the road junction at the northeastern
corper of town, coming in on the road that jute out to the East. The enemy
sentinel was found to be asleep. Company "g* closed in rapidly, capturing
a defending antitank gun and its crew without a fight. One (1) platoon wae
left at the intersectlon to orpanize positions for defemnse while the remsinder
of the company moved on to selze its objective in the northwestern sectiom.
the two (2} junctioms at R-095203 end R~096204 were occcupisd by 03304, In
the central part of town Company "F® moved on in without reising a stir,
but Compeny “E", coming up from the South, encountered a strongpoint of five
(5) or six (6} machine guns at the principel "Y* junction whioh offersd
steady resistance and prevented completing consolidation of the battalion
within OBEREOFFEN. Lsaving two {2) platoons of Company *F® to organize
holding positions, the third platoon wee dispatohed South on the West road
to assist Company "E" by attacking the enemy stroagpoint from ths rear.
This action was ordered at 03530A. Thus early indioations optimistically
peinted to an easy selrzure of OBERBEOFFEN with only ths elearing of ths enemy
machine gun strongpoint to be accomplizhed (Pigure 2, page 6). Had the
Germans evacuated, leaving only a token foroe? It appesred so but later
events proved the determination of the enemy's intemt te hold OBERHEDFFEN.

In the hagy gray light of dewn two (2) monster Tiger tanks emerged from
the woods to the Noriheast, mnd with supporting infantry sttacked the Company
"% platoon firgt which had been lelft to defend their first objective. Owr
bazookas ware ineffective against “the heavily srmored tanks and the Germune,
blasting emoh house with tenk fire, and following up with infaniry, forced
the Company "G" platoon to withdraw. Moving on down the strest the enexy
tanks disorganized the two {2) Compeny "P® platoons in the ecenter of town
while pergistant calls for armored support went to no avail., The Wridges 4o
oarry armor across the MODER, under comstruction during the night, were not
completed on schedule {ome was planned to be ready for tenk traffic at day-
light) so our infantry had to face unequally the heavy ememy armer. The one
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(1) platoon of Company *F" working South to mssist Cozpany "E" In clearing
out the machine gun strongpoint was completing this zisslon, having taken
some forty (40) prisonsrs, when the enemy tanks struck at the platoonts rear.
The platoon withdrew under fire to the West into w draw that led to the river,
toking some of the priscners with them, crossed the river and entered 315th
Infantry positions there. Other dispersed elemants of Companies "P* end "G"
straggled acroas in the confusion of the morning (Figwre S, page 6). When
this situation was learned, sn officer wasm sent to regroup the men and to re-
organire an effective force, bringing them back to OPEREDOFFEN by way of
BISCHWILLER.,

Meazwhils, the main body of Company "G" {two platoons and Headquarters)
to the North, held their positions, but efter dispersing en enemy ocolum of
twoa spprosohing them, were begimning to recsive some small arms fire. Ths
rapld development of the enemy tenk sttsck on the Bast and to the South left
this Company "G" foroe isolated with caly spotty "300" radic contact with bat-
talion. They did not lmow what had happened over on their right, But thiy
lack of understanding wes general at the times. Soattered platoona could give
only weager or conflicting reporte, and the battalion hed besn dispersed pore
than the command then knew. Colonel GECRGE B, LYNCH, Comnanding the 1424 In-
fantry, ordersd Lisutenant Colonel MARVIN J, COYLE, Commanding Second Battalion,
1424 Infantry, %o withdraw Company ®G" at 10304, in order to ocousolidate the
battelion atrength, but ae wire lines ware out from Regiment o Battallon at
thie critioal ¥ims, the radic message had mot bean acted upon by 1200A. But
by then Company "G" was involved in a battle of its own as more enemy tanks,
at least two (2), with infuntry, drove in upon them from the woods mt R=098208
(Plgwrs 3, page ). The enemy infantry was kspt at bay for awhile, Mirst Lieu-
tenant BERHARD A. ROOREY'E Becond Platoon exchanging hand grensdas with Germsns
attempting to take one (1) of his defense posts, a wall-snclosed ysrd and barn.
A bazooka aimed at the advenocing tanks falled to operate, Pinally, the tenks
loceting the position, blasted away without merey, and the yquad withdrew.
Contact with tho remainder of the platoon was barred. Somehow, this group of
wen, end similarly othars, worked their way back, dodging Germans snd German
taniks, wntil rejoining the battallon at the southern end of OBERHDFFEN, Other
olements remained under cover where they had bean overrun, walting for darke
ness, or an opportumity to gst out.

Thus, shortly after noon, the success of our {roops in galning their
objectives within OBEREOFFER hed boen suddenly wiped out by the German comber-
atteck, OQur own tanks had not been able to move across the XODER in tims to
reoder sffective support. Cozpanies "G" snd "P* were largely disorganised.
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But still the situation was "fluld®. Both sidea had more forees to throw
into the battle. The German peneirstions were thin and not organiced for
defenss, The arrival of our tanks supplied the atrength needed. But the
fight for OBERHOFFEN had to bagin all over again, procesding slowly north-
ward from the slight holding South of ths main fork.

While the Second Batialion advanced on OBERBOFPEN, during the night two
{2) ermor-carrylng bridges were being lald meross the MODER at the two (2)
road sites, & traadway type on the BISCHWILLER - ROBRWILLER road st R~-103184,
and & longer bailsy type on the BISCHWILLER . OBERAOFFEN crossing st R-008187.
The enginesers working on the balley bridge trought it to ocompleidion at 11004,
nearly within the estimated tims required. But the treadway, which was counted
upon to be finished in time to0 teke wrmor acroas it st daylight, because of
the enginsers' insxperience in handling thias type of construction, wes not
finishsd before 1000A. Soks enemy harassing artillery had fallen nesr the
gites during the night but not smough to interrfers effectively. But the in-
ability of our tankera to antear the morning battle within ORERBOFFEN was the
prime factor in the resulting losses of objesctives as described above,

The first of our tanks to reach OBERBOFFEN around moon had to deal with
a Cermsn Mark V {Panther) in favorsble firing positlon South of the maln fork,
™ (2) of our M4A3's jocksyesd to outmaneuver the Panther which, from behind
a slight bend, coversd the main eppromch from the South end the sscondery
streot leading in from the flatlsnd to the Southeast. Owr tack on the southern
approach was ocaught when it pulled out to quick-fire into the snemy tank. But
the combined prssaure of the two (2) tanks, with the pressnce of cur infantry
barookas, forced the Panther to retire.

Pighting around the fork contdnued intenaively during the afterncon with
Company "E", now supported by tenks exerting ths main pressure (PFigure 4,
pags 9). Oradually it wes lsarned that Company "G, still thought to be ine
tact in the North, had besn dispersed. .

Combat Commnand ®B®, of the 14th Armored Division, had besn attached +o
the 38th Infantry Division for this opsration. Its intended amployment was
as relief of 142d Infaniry olements in OBERAOFFRY after the town had been me-
guresd. Major Gemaral JONUN B. DAMIQUIBT, Commending General, 36th Infantry
pivision, watching developmants of the attack at the Rogimmntal Command Fost,
ordsred s company of the Oombat Command "B® tanks to crcas on the tresdway
bridgs snd mads a thrust on the flank to the Korth, hitting the town at the
point whers Company "G" did the night before (Figurs 4, page 9). Thig, however,
was slow in getting underway, and it was late afternmoon before the sotion took
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place. Ita character was diverslonary but little changs was realized in the
tighting at the Bouth emd of towm.

AL 13004 Colonsl LYNCH informed Lieutenant Colonel JAMES L, MINR, Con-
manding Officer, First Battalion, 1424 Infantry, that his Battalion would pass
through the Second after dark and continue with thes migsion of elearing
OBERBOFFEW, This nscessity directly affected the scheduled plan of launching
the Divigion attack East to the RHINE, If OBEREOFFEN had besn secured, the
First and Third Battalions would have Jumped off to the Easzt at 19004, TWhen
ths First Battalion was committsd in QBERHOFFEN a mcdified plan of using omly
the Third Battallion on the Divieion left wat first ordered, theo as H-Bour
nanred, e 3R - Ule swgur #ffort was postponed to awalt improvement of
ths situation at CBEREOFTEN.

The scheme of the Firat Battalion mansuver in passing through the Beeond
Battalion sent Company "A" across the bailsy bridgs frow BISCHWILIER, to teke
over the battle of Company "E® two hundred (200) yarde South of ths *Y" fork,

. while Company ®C" crossed on the previously used footlwridges to follow a route
similar to that of Company "P"™ the night before, siriking at the oemtral por-
tion of town above the "Y" fork (Figwe 5, page 9).

Company "4" moved up under hemvy artillery fire and found the resistsnce
initially tough 8outh of the fork. Darimess shroudsd the movemm:t of Company
"W goross the open ground. After assembling without being disturbed, and dis-
carding their snow suita, now that moat of the snow had dlsapposred with the
oontinued thew, the Company moved into town two (2) platoons abresst at 22004
Surpriss was gained as tho Garmana hal Dot ocounted on thelr entry at that polnt.
Impedimtely part of the compmny waz turned South toward ithe fork. Very soon
two (2) German tanks, roaliring the danger to their rear, rushed North from the
viginity of the fork, passing up the sireet through Company "%, ¢till santering
town, Attempts to engage or ambush the tanks were unsuccessful. But the enemy
hold at the fork was broken. Company "A" moved up and clearsd to the first
Junction on the West at R-087194, Fighting snd mopping up of enswy in the
aresa ocontinusd until OS00A when Companiss A" end "C" had established o line
from East to Weat three hundred (300} yards Sorth of the fork (Figure 5, page
9). Here w pause was ®ade until esrly morning light. Thirty-sevem (37) pris-
oners wore taken in this fighting by the First Battalion.

Btiff opposition was met by both Compmnies "A" and "C" soon afber jumpimg
off at 07154, Company “B", semt Morth through the oenter found the going much



BY’RB//SU NARA, Latefosk /otors (7 _

&

ensler, Coapany A", slowed at first, was able to push through on this hroad
maln atrest to reach the area near the church at R-094204, before noon. Bharp
fighting followsd as the Germans brought up more tanks end infantry. In the
senter Company "B" cloased up to thelr objeotive, the rosd junotion at R~097202,
But on the right Company "C" was facsd with hard battling as the Germans ocoun-
tered with a sirong tank and lnfaniry force, trying detarminedly to drive
through ms they had the day bsfore., Ome (1) of our tanks scored ssveral hits
on a hulking German Tiger tank which elther glanced off or falled to plerce
ita heavy frontal armor, then was disabled bty a strike from the enamy tank,
Any gains hers were slowly won. DHousss lins each side of ths strest in slose
fashion and hed 4o be taken one at & time. By noon Company “C¥ claimed two
(2) houses bayond the junctlon wb R~099183.

In the morning Major General DAHLQUIST informed Coleonel LYNCH that the
Division attack sastward would come off in the evening, Two (2) battalions
of the 142d would be used. Thersfors, he was anxious to olear up OBERIOFFEN
in order to releass the trcops involwed. Colonel LYNCH ordersd the Sscond
Battalion Commander to prepare to take over the originally assigned miswsion
of the Pirst Battalion, to attack on the Division's laft and North flank
toward IRUBENHEIM,

Blements of Coabat foomand “B™ wers to reliewve the Bacond Battalion, fol-
lowing up and protecting the gains of the Pirst Battalion in OBERFOFFEN. But
aa the battle waged flerosly for OHERHOFFEN throughout the day (the Germans
having dramn from forces in SCHIRREEIN and DRUSERHEIM dwrilng the night to maet
our attmek on OBERHDFFEN. Thsse troops ss well as those already defending
OBERBOFFEN wore of the 10th 88 Panger Division) a medified plan for the maln
Divislon attack was sdopted involving only the Third Battalion of the 1424
Infantry.

To spesd up the job in OBERHOFFEF the General also ordered snother en-
voloping attack of Combat Cormand "B" tanks, two (2) ocompanies this time,
similar to the ona of the day before. Company "c¥ (1424 Infaniry) prepared
to coordinate with s small task force of its own wttached armor to ekirt the
opposition holding lts objectlvs, by a short enwelopment to the right.
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While the armored atiacks were forming, one flight of & proup of friendly
planes or s nigsion to bomb SCHIRREEIN, at 12303, mistakenly dropped their
bombs on owr Company "C¥ and strafed the area. Fortunately no casualtiss
wore inourred though three (3) houses which had just been vacated by oms of
the platoons were demolished.

At 14004 the Garmans pressed Company “B* back in the center with tanks
that ceme out of the woode to the North. fThis seme action osrried East to
throw Company "C" back seventy-five (75} yerds, but the enemy effort was
stopped when one of their tanks was put out of action and another hit. Com-
pany "A* was finding the enemy strong around the church on the left. Then
eneny infantry threstened to filter to the right rear of Company "A%. A
platoon of Compeny “F* was Wwought up 4o mest and relievs this dsnpger.,

What happened to the Combat Command "B* tanks iz still vague. From the
flatlend on the East they claim to have shelled the woods to the North, and,
wnder heavy artillery fire, to have crossed the OBERHOFFEY - BCHINRHEIF road
North of town and hesded West (Figure 6, page 9). Howsver, our First Bat-
talion reports that at least ons (1) company of seventoen (17) Combat Comnend
¥ tanks was lined up along the East road in OREIHOFFEN during the aftermoon.
This company was sventually used to effect a relief of Company "B, 7524 Tank
Battallon, attached to the First Bettaelion, that evening., Company "B* of the
7554 Tank Bettalion was then attached to the Third Battalion for its oparstion,
while the Combet Comnand "B" tanks were to assiat owr infantry im clearing
OBEREOFFEN.

Heavy fighting contirmmed throughout the afterncon., Houses and alight
gaing exchanged hande several times. Each of our rifle companies lmwcksd
out an enemy tank. Prisoners later deolarsd that five {5) of ths Royal Tiger
(Mark VI) type were in OBERHOFFEN in this fighting, At darkness, the com- °
pletion of twenty-four (24) hours® engagement, the First Battalion had oap-
tured one hundred thirty (130) prigonmers. Company A" remsined locked in
hard fighting near the church. Company "B¥ had rewon its objestive in the
senter. Company "C¥%, able to make but mmall gains against fiarce opposition,
wae ordered on to the junotion at R-102201 afber dark (Figure 6, page 9).

At nightfsll, attention was shifted to the pending mttack East to the
RETNE. At 1000A four (4} batteiions of the Division moved cut from the ex-
isting BISCHWILLER - WEVERSHEIM lins with the mission of clearing the ensmy
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from the West bank of the RAIFE from DRUSENEEIM southward (the Franoh hold-

ing GAMBSHETE). Our Third Battalicn's first night objective was the IRUSENHEIN
WOODS (BOIS DE DRUSENHRIM) betwesn ROFRWILLER sand JRUSENZEIN (Hes sketch,-Fig-
ure 10, page 14). Two (2) battalions of the 143d Infantry were to seizs’
ROBRWILLER, then swing Sou’ch from HERRLISHEIM. 4 bnttnlion of the l4lst In-&
fentry on the figh#y! comid "up from the South romd «tho asvond prong of & 1.
plocers on HERRLISHEIM.

Four (4) days of lxtruao mildness had released s flood of mtur onto
the lowlands of the sttmock route. More than w foot of snow hal seeped into
the once solld gréund ih €he thew, The MODER River rapldly rose snd over~ ~
flowed its bsnks in the vioinity of the treadway bridgs, where the Third Bat-
talion crossed in enkle-deep water. The foottridges were washed out oomplotdfq vt
Gamplicationl, tharefore, wers greatly inoreased even at the start of this - !
operation.’,
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Afterislogging across the MODER and thres hundrsd (3500) yards of wuter
on the far side, the Third Battalion lined up in assavlt formation, Company
%I% on the right, Company "L® on the left, Company "E® following in reserve.
Compass readings were taken epnd the men moved off into the quiet derkness.
Control wad-grery difficult oyer the rutted and soggy ground. At a didtence
of four hundred (400) yards froc the woods the sdvance was halted in order
to reform the .battalicn and prepare to assmult the woodas, As yet no snexy
fire had been drawn. It was nearly 23004, Off to the right & few rifle S

" shots and a flare merksd contact of 143d Infantry -hrooi:u ololing on ROERWILLER, T

L
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The movement Was again resumed, Company "I® on the rig’ht approaching the
mods cautlously, expecting snamy action at each neering step. It was impos-~
sible to hide the noise of stoshing through podls of watery, but happily, at
that moment, long flights of Britlsh night bombers were droding averhesd, <
miffling tho sound, Then within-one hundred (100)yards of .the woods five o T
(5) enemy machine guns suddenly broke looss, .But they were firtng blindly, _
fompany "I® men dropped to thé groumd, I:ucnr.lng that to remain lying on the ; ;
ground in full view of the enemy with absolntely-mo ocover or pqotac'l:ion would ,
soon subject his platoon to the disastrods effeet of mortar fire in addition?, A
to the machine gun and zmall erms fire which he was alreedy reoceiving, Tech-' -
nioal Sergesnt BERNARD P, BELL, 34336107, mssault Platoon Sergeant, from o :
Fayetteville, North Carolina, a membsr of Company "I®, decided "to atteck by :
exploying msssult fire, Rising to his feet in a hall of machine gun and sniper
fire, he let out a piercing ysll and with tommy gun from his hip blaging, s e
walked gallantly forward intc the faoe of an snemy ma o gun, at the sams " [
time urglug his men to follow him and ¥ove forward, Inspifed by their Platoon f
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Sarpgeant's magnificent courage and fearless exsmple, the men of Technical
Sergeant Bell's platoon rose as one men and moved forward inte ths wooda,

- Piring from the hip and yelling demoralizing oaths to the ensmy, 7The enemy
was ocompletely umnerved by Tectmical Sergeant Ball's daring sasault on his
dug in positions and unable to halt his sdvance, 4All but a hemdful broke
and ran, The phess line was reached with a minimim of gasuaeliiss, snd the
compeny moved on into the woods (at coordinates R-128182). Noting the sound
of enemy tanks two hundred (200) yards to the Boutheast on its route of ad-
vaice, the company moved toward them, A bazooka called up from the rear oames
formrd too late as the enemy tanks, at least two (Z) of them, took off %o the
Mortheast, Upon reaching the ROMRWILLER ~ IRUSENEBIK road at R-132179 the
company linad up along the road to cover one platoon sent across the open
ground to the Southeagst. But mo further enemy actlon developsd as Company
®I® glirted the edge of the IRUSENEEIM WOODS to go into position on the
southern moss of R-140171 by the KODER River, Company ™%, following, went
in poeition bohind them at R-136175. Thesa objectives were reached at 02004,

But with Company "E®, all did not go as well, After pushing through the
neck of woods at R-130185, they {tamgled with enamy infantry in the clearing.
By daylight, at least five (5) snemy tanks wers opposing them on the North,
After loaing contact with friendly wunits to front and right, and not koowing
what had happensd within ROERWILIER, whethar it had been taksen or not, pearly
all of Compsny "X" streamed back to BISCHWILLER., When this condition wms
lesrned at early morning, the company was reorganized and trucked up to
ROIRWILLER (whaich the 143d Infentry had taken with surpriss) befors moon.

Garman tenks and infentry held the wooded section along the ROERWILLER =
IRUSENTBIM road, A two (2) occmpany attack North from ROERWILLER, with Come
pany "K® on the right of the road and a 1434 Infaniry company on the left,
ordsred at moon (the Third Battelion was under 143d Infantry control for
this operation) did not get under way. Companies "I" and "L* oconsolidated
positions during the day. Enemy traffic on the PRUSBENEEIN -~ EERRLISHEIN road
was taken under fire, The Germens warded off the combined 143d Infantry and
14lst Infantry effort to take HERRLISEEIM, ROBRWILLER then became the hub
around which further action centered.

To return to OBERHOFFEN: While ths Third Battalion shoved out to the
Bast during the night of 2 Pebruary, the battle within QBERHOFFEN continued.
Compery "g" reached its objeotlve, the road junction et R-102201 at dark, then
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was thrown back by more epemy tanks. One of these survived a 15G8mm artlllery
hit, merely bedng lifted and turned partly in the rosd. At midnighi, however,
another asaault was mades and the road junction was teken and held. The
morning of the next day {3 Pelruary) was spent in herd fighting, Coppany "c"
clearing out the final housss elong the Northeast road to the point of woods;
Company "AY won the church area and defended the road junstion there egeinst
enemy infantry attecks durlng the day. Elemsnts of the 88th gmored Infantry
Battalion, Combat Cormeand B®, 14th Armorsd Division, bepgan relief of the First
Battelion at mon--firat Compauny ®C* on the right, then Compeny "B" in the
center, Company "A", with a platoon of Company F® attached, contimued opwr-
ationa sround the churoh untll derk, when they withdrew under cover of dark-
nesas (Figure 7, page 9). The Combab Cormand *B® defense position was assumsd
to the South of the cemetery on the laft, thus leaving the Northwest section
of OBERHOFFEN to the Germans, but formipg & sironger lips for defenss, The
First Battalion then returnsd to BISCHWILLER for a well-sarned rest.

The Sscond Battalion, less Company "F® atteached to First Baittalion, had
sseexbled in BISCHWILLER the night bafore (2-35 February). I%4 was ordered to
relieve the Third Battallor East of ROERWILLER aftar midnight of 3-4 Felruary,
thus averting the imminant danger of many cases of trench foot among the
third Battalion men who had been wading and merching in ocold water for more
than twenty-four (24) hours., Oompany "G" orgauized positions to defend the
central portion of the DRUSENHEIM WOODE, from R-138172 to R-137177 with a
strong outpost at the trall junction at R-142178. Company "F*" took positions
Yorth of ROERWILLER at R~1318, In this vieinlty during the morning of 4
February a oompany of the 143d Infantry completed clearing the woods to &
line R-128183 to the road at R-133180, Put enemy atlill lurked in the woods
on either side of the ROERWILLER - IRUSENHETM road, A platoon ol Compamy "G"
with four (4) tenks in support moved North sercss the road from Company “G"
positions and in brisk fighting clesred the North woode, working East to win
the exit of the rosd from the woods at R~157184, BHowever, in taking this ob-
jeotive two (2) of our tanks were kmooked out by direct fire from the edge
of IRUBKNHEETM.

That evening Company "F® relieved Company *5%, The Battalion line now
was dispossd s follows; Company "E® at R~130186 and R-138182; Company "P*
at R=-187176 and E=-1368172. During the night {5~5 February) the Germans avao~
uated both HERRLISHEIM and QFFENDORF, freeing the ares to the REINE below
TRUSENEEIE, Patrols to IRUSENHEIM in the night and in the morning determinsd
that strong ensmy forces were ramaining there.
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Bacanse of extreme diffliculty allied with attacking foroces scross this
flat open ground, moat of which was under water or unabls to support armor,
on 4 Felwruary the Carps Commander ocutlined a nsw order of defenss. A sector
from KALTENHOUSE to inolude OBERHOFFEN and BISCHWILLER was assignsd to the
142d Infantry, effective upon reliel of the 3165th Infantry, 79th Divislon, on
the oight of 5-8 February. Other elements of the Division held the lins sast-
ward from BISCHWILLER to the RHIXE.

Ageordingly during the aftermcon end evening of 5 Felruary, the Third
Battalion took over the positions of the 3156th Infantry. Thess sxtended from
KALTERHOUSE to BISCEWILLER to cover the Weat bank of the MODER, Of ocourse
the right portion of thia lins was mow screened by the geins made in OBERHDFFEN

Or & Pelruary Colonel LYNCH ordered aAntitank Company to seoure the South
end of OBERHOFPEN from the "Y" fork South to the bailey bridge, rslsasing
trocps to the 68th Armorsd Infantry preparing to attack omse more in the North-
wost sootor of OBEREOFFEN, The Combat Command "BY troops encountsred strong
opposition at the church area egain, A sigmlificant fact revealed by prisonsrs
of war taken by the Combat Command "B® on § Februsry was that the crack 10th
§8 Panter troope had besen rellesved by a badly-kmoked-about 257th Volksgren-
adier Division the might before.

The 88th Areored Infantry Battallon reached the Junstion at R=-083206
when our First Battalion relisved them at dark of 7 February. There followed
three (3) days of terrific battling for this lasat section of OBERFDFFEN, Our
forward elementa were raked by hammering aslf-propelled fire from the woods
to the right. BEnemy artiliery from the vicinity of CAMP D'OBEREOFFEF and
haavy morter were strong., In addition, the Germans wers determined 4o hold
owr attack, throwing in repeated counteratitacks of insufficient strengih in
themselvas 0 win a decision. Three (3) days were required for s job that
was sxpsoted to ba mopped up in leas than one, After that & larger enemy
attack made & serious penstration which required amother day to beal back,

It was plannad to pass a Third Battallon Task Forge, comsisting of Com-
pany *L® with armor, through Company "A" when Company "A™ had clemred the
1ast of the town houses on the main or laft rosd to the Northwest. Thias
Company "L* force would then push to seige the railroad station and thus
from a line on the Esst side of the MODER to inolude OBERHOFFEN. Company
"A" advanoed alowly during all of B February.  The atory desorlblng the
sotion of Staff Sergeant PAUL (MMI) EGNER, 16072431, from Canton, Ohlo, Sgquad
Leader of the Second Bgusd, First Piatoon, Company "A", is typioel of the day
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Stalf Sergeent EGNER'S squad, to the front in the company advanhce up
the main streat, was suddenly subjected to withering ensmy machine gun and
bazopks firs from a nesrby house. Staff Sergeant EGRKER, quickly graesping
the situstion, called for e tenk, which supported his squad, to move into
position and fire on the house. After two (2) shells had been fired into
the enemy stronogpoint, a Garman bazooks men launched s rocket at the tank,
seriously wounding the tarnk commender. A fragment of the shell also wounded
Staff Sergeant EGNER in the face. Heodless of his own painful wound, he
dashed to the aid of the tenk commander and oarried him from the fire swept
street into a nearby house whers aid could be pgiven., Although ordsred to
the rear himself, Stalff Sergeant EGNER refused evaocuation and contlimed to
laad his squad in the attack against the German pesitlon., Esteblishing a
besa of fire with five (5) of his men, he then coursgeously led four (4)
pthers in a flanking movement to the rear of the houss, Craewling forward
under the intense machine pun firc, he reached the house and entered through
g window. Moving swiftly to the front of the houge he hurled hand grenades
into the midst nf +h: enemy, destroying the machins gun, then swopi the ensmy
with mccurate fire from his tommy gun, killing five (5) Germans and capturing
two (2). Receiving orders to halt the atteck until the following mornming,
he set up defensive positions for the night. At dewn the following day,
gorpany "A" agein moved in attack, with staff Serpeant EGRER'E sguad lemding.
" Working from house to house the sgued came upon an ensmy personnel mine fleld
betwesn twe houses, in a cleering fifty (60) yards wide., While orossing this
mined srea the sguad sustained several cesuslties, and as the minas exploded,
the Germsus opened fire with machine guns and machine piatols from the next
house. Under this desdly fire, Staff Sergsant EGNER led his men to ssgssuld
the gnewy position, leaping through the windows end delivering fire upen the
ot wans. As & result of this attack the squad killed four (4) Germans, cap-
tured thres (2) and seized the house. After occupying the bullding, Steff
Ssrgeant BGNER heard one of his men, who had been seriously wounded in the
mins field. eall for help., Without recard for his own sefsty, he moved back
through the mimeu urém, picked up the pen, ani gerried him toward the house.
While crossing the clearing he himself stepped on & mine, recelving serious
wounds in the legs and in the face, and was immediately evasuated to the ald
station

At derk of B February, Company "A™ was gtill short of its objective
whan an enemy oounterattack of an estimated fifty (50) men filtsrsd past
the left platvon, Seversl herd-won houses were lost. Fighting contimed
until 22304 when Company "A", after retaking two (2) houses was ordered to
hold up until morning, In the morming (9 Fetruary ) the same stubborn re-
sistance wes mot and enemy self-propelled fire was particularly aggrevating.
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A bombing mission reguested by the First Battelion, along the wooda at the
point where the railroad runs info them, was carried out with good affect

at 14304, Neanwhile, another counterattack of the enamy had been stopped

at 1345A. Again the Firat Battalion lunged forwsrd, Company *GM on the

right making soms progress., Late in the afitermoon ons (1) house on the

right where Company "C" was working yielded some fifty (50) prisonsrs, in.
eluding & Battalion comender. With the Pighting still pgoing on at 18004

a small enemy effort on tha left was thrown back. (Company "C" cleared the
final houses on the right only to have the Germans bounce back with a stronger
ssvanty-five (75) to one hundred (100} man counteratteck and retaks six (6)
houses. A fresh platoon of Couwpany "C" then was sent forward o relieve the
hard-pressed and tired men of First Lieutensnt CLARENCE P, ERADBERRY'S platoon
who had done a magnificent job of pushing out on this vulmsrabls flanik,

During the might (9-10 February) Compeny *L* passed through Company "aA®
on the left. Aoother thrust to the emsmy flank launched from the vieinmity
of KALTENHOUSE was oarried ‘out by Company “I™ in the serly morning (10 Feb-
ruary) hours before daylight (Figure B, pege 20), From s ressrve srea at
the Forth edge of BISCHWILLER at R«0B2195, Company "I moved Forth to pick
up rubber boats at EALTENHOUBE, These had to be hand~carrled more than &
thousand yards to the river crosaing site, a point selscted betwsen the two
(2) blown railroad bridges at R-082210. A swift ourrent greatly hempersd
the ferrying operstion. With time runnming out, Captain ALBAN E, REID, JR.,
Comending Officer, Company "I", ordered his men to try crossing on the broksn
detris of the Forth railroed bridge. This worked more succesafully after some
improvising. From thers the Company "I™ men moved along the railrosd and at
daylight quickly selzed the railrecad station at R-0B8211 and the factory two
bundred (200) yards to the North, fThe main effort of Company "I", howsver,
turned South toward Company "L™, Hore the resistance stiffensd at the houses
strung along the main highway., Soon the Germans were alerted to the new
danger and swopt the Company MI" Loldings on the road with concentrated sslfw
propelled fire from the woods to the Northeast. At 10004 an eneay force also
drove off the cutpost left to cover the factory. (Company "I* attecked and
rewon the factory at moon, btut in itself the bulldings ware too extensive in
sizs to be secursly defended by the foree that sould be afforded st the time,
Late in the aftermoon the Germans returnsd and took the fastory sgain., Mean-
while Company "I" pushed toward Company "L®, their whole left flank and rear
manaced by enemy fire and infantry actionm. fThe linkup was not eff'ected that
day, nor during the night, Hand-carrying of rations and ammunition across
the river became necessary for resupply. After dark a sguad of Company “E™
cals across to asslst in protecting the rear of Company %I,
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During this seme day (10 Februsry) in OBERHOFPEW, Company "c" still
working in the Forthwest corner plucked out forty-three (43) more prisoners
from the same houses that had been won and lost the night before, The Germans
had & covered epproach, probably a trench system, leading to this edge of
town and thus were able fo feed more men onto the scene even sfter they had
spparently been cleaned up. Company "L" made but little progress moving
toward Company "I,

Thie Second Battalion relievad the First Battelion in OBERHOFFEN after
dark of 10 Felruary. Company "B" was placed undsr Third Battallon conitrol
and trucked to EKALTENHGUSE to rellisve Company "E" on position, Company "E¥
being alerted for movament in support of Company "I" should that be required.

At midnight (30-11 February) Companies "I® and "L® ranewsd their efforts
to Joinm, but enemy resgistance continued strong. The ensmy pooket betwsen them
was narrowed by severel houses on sither side, but a few hundred yards still
measured the cbjeot of the attack.

Thres (3) prisoners taken by Company "I" mlong the railroad lete on
10 Pebruary gave warning of an impending counterattack of which they had
been told. This wes to inolude at lesst their company of infaniry and be
supported by six (6) sslf-propelled guns, three (3) of which the prieoners
had seen, Qur units wore promptly motified of this though such attacks had
bacome guite ocomuon by then.

Pirst news of & more-than-umisual German abttamock was containad in the
rather startling radio messags intercepled from Mejor HUGH W. ROBERTS, JR.,
Commanding the Third Battalion's ROBIRTE TASE FORCE {Company "L¥ plus srmor)
st 07454 {11 Felruary): "Enemy tank and infaniry oubside my Cormmand Post.
Feed help lmmediately". This Command Post was loomted Just Yorth of the
church in fForthwezt OBERBOFFEN (Flgure 9, page 20),

ILieutenant Colonel A, WARD GILLETTE, Commanding the Repiment in Colonsl
LYNCH'S absencs, trisd to verify this situation through the Sacond Battallon
Commander since Second Battalion troops were dsfending the bulk of the town.
But sslde from the knowledge of e slight inflliration betwesn Companies "z®
and "F", the situstion sppeared to be under control. It was nssrly 10004
when & clearer pleturs could be had. At dpylight a battalion of Germans with
three (3} self-propelled asssnlt guns, under cover of the morzming haze and
light snmow flurries, had driven across the three hunirad (300) yard open
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spece betwesn the point of woods at R-097206 and the town., 4 platoon of Com-
pauy "E" guarding the junction at this approach was driven in, some of them
being captured. The Germsns hastily seized the bLulldings at this junotion
{R-095205), then thrust through the center o the church--this was whers
Y¥sjor ROBERTS reported the enemy self-propelled at his Command Poste-and
farmad to right and left to control an erew about four hundred (400) yerds
squera, This virtually split cur forces in two, Companies "L* and "F" being
on the ¥orth, the rest of Second Battalion with Antitank Company to the Sputh.
The support platoon of Company "E® was sent up %o restore the position of the
Company "E" platoon rendered imsffective. Two (2) platoons of Company "G"
moved North along the mein road to gein contmet with rearmost elements of
Company "L, Company "F", to the right of Company ™L" along the asirset at
R~094207, turped South to meet the new threst. The enemy was thus contained
by elements of four (4) companies who pressed upon the aggreasor o dsstroy
his gaina. At noon Private THBODORE W. EARAU, 37269568, from Rochester,
Mirmmesota, of Company "L", knocked out oms of the seif-propelied puns by
bazooks fire in front of the church, His platoon had coms to the relief of
Mejor ROBERTS' Command Post., Private XARAU st the moment volunteered 4o be
bazocke man and after working into position aimed and fired at the enemy
self-propeiled. He miseed with the first 4ry, then sweated out two (2)
return blasts of the self-propelled gun. §till exposing himself, Private
KARAU let looses two (2) more basooka rounds and scorsd hits on the turret

and hull, killing the crew. A second selfwpropelled nearby withdrew. All
afterncon the smemy pooket was compressed until finally at around 16004 the
Company "E" platoon broke through to round up the last ensmy elements inolud-
ing the German batitalion commander directing the attmck. A second ensmy self-
propelled wae destroyed by Frivate KENNETH G, WEIXKER, 37406714, from Cepe
Girardean, Missouri, of Compeany "FM", by bazooka asotion at the croseroads where
the enemy had first sntersd. Two enemy tanks which had infilirated into the
tosn then sttempted to leave by moving out across & field. Private WELEER
on seaing them move only ons hundred (100) ysrds from his pesition, agein
exposed bimsell and ppened fire from the doorway of & house, Firing twe (2)
rounds, one hitting the turret and one the zide of the tenk, he successfully
knooked out one {1) of the tenks.

Technical Sergeant EDWARD C. DAHLGREN, 31261623, from Woroester, Masse-
chusetts, of the Third Platoon, Compamy "B®, performed outatandingly in the
action of his support platoon; It was the Second Platoon of Company “E® that
had felt the brunt of the German attmck. Reporting the eriticel nature of his
situetion to the Company Commander, the Second Platoon Lssder asked for help.
Arraagements wore made for the Third Platvon, in company reserve, to contact
and aid the Second Platoon in repelling the enemy attack, Upon receiving his

"
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order, Technical Serpgeant DAHLEREY, Third Platoon Sergesnt, quickly organ-
ized his man and moved out to contact thoe Second Platoon, Splitting the
platoon, he led helf of the men along the right side of the street, while

the remainder advanced on the left. After advancing two hundred (200) yards
without ememy resistance, he suddenly observed s group of Germans, ons hun
dred (100) yards away, crossing a field near the gemetery on his right. He
immediately deshed into a barn and opened fire through a small window on the
enezy with his Thompson sub-machine gun. He succesded in killing six (6)
Germans, wounding several others, end completely disorganmizinz this force.
Realiring the imporiance of contacting the Second Platoon as soon as possible,
he ordered a BAR man to remain and cover the field, then again led his platoon
forward, A few mimutes later, after encountering only sesbtered enemy fire,
the Third Platoon contacted the Second Platoon at its Cormmand Post. The two
(2) rlatoons were quickly reorganirzed for a counterattack mnd Techuical Ser-
goant DAHLGREN continued to advance on the right side of the street. He moved
around the rear of one of the houses occupied by the Second Pletoon and started
toward the next house, when suddenly enemy machins pistol snd rifle fire from
the house was concenirated on the group. Techmioal Sergeant DATLGREN dashed
toward the house, twenty (20) yards away, and hurlsd a grenade into the door,
Following up, he leapad into the door, spraying the room with his tommy gun
fire. The badly disorgenized end frighiened Germans, eight (8) of them in
all, immediately surrendered. After clearing the houss, Technical Sergsant
DAHLGREN sterted to the next house, but an enemy machine gun set.up in a
winiow of the btuilding openmed fire upon him, Jumping bmck izmbo the houss, he
prabbed a rifle grenade launcher from ons of his men and moved to a window
and began firing grenades at the Bermans. 7The epnsmy machine gun comtinued to
fire upon Technical Sergeant DAHLGREN, but he courmgeously remained exposed
in the window to fire the rifle grenades until destroylng the enemy weapon
and killing its two (2) crew members. After silencing this, he moved to the
rear of the house and while exposed in the doorway, another ensmy machine gun,
set-up in the barn, opened fire upon him, Here he hurled a hand grepade into
ths barn, then rushed the position firing his tommy gun. Within the barn, twmo
(2; Germans quickly raised thelr hands, and in addition, he peptured three

{3) others who had been wounded by his deadly fire, He then reorganired his
group of men to contime the assault aud moved towsrd the next house. This
tims the group was fired upon by German riflemen, and Technlcal Sergesnt
DAHLAREN worked his way between the two (2) housss, entering the enemy ococupied
houses by s window, As he opensd fire, ths Germsns ran into & cellar where he
gulakly hurled several grenadss into the midst of the foe, wounding ssveral
and cspturing tem (10) Germans. After clearing all houess to the sirset
Junction, Technical Sergeant DANLGREN and one vther men moved down the other
streat to ths right, to see if any Germans occupied the houses., They were mot
fired on as they wmoved along the sitrest, buit German voices wers heard in the
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next to the last house. Telling his comrade, who carried a rifle grooede
launcher, to fire a grenade into the house, he immediately dashed Forward

as two (2} grenasdes were guickly hurled into the house. Entering the house
he found that the ememy had run to the cellmr, He dashed to the callar door,
kicked 1t open, and fired several bursts into the cellar, Celling for the
enemy te surronder ke heard the Germans yell “Kamerad™, thern begin to fils
out with their hands up. BSixteen (16) Germans were ceptured by Technical
Sergeant DAHLGREN in this house. He thez joined his group of men and led
them in cleering the remainder of the houses on the strest. During the action,
he destroyed two {2} enemy machine guns, killed st lesst eight (8) Germans,
wounded en unlmown mumber and personslly captured thirty-nine (39) of the
enamy,

Meemwhile Companies "I" and "L" had pressed their effort to joln each
other in the North. The last enemy strongpoint was blasted out by armor with
Company LY and a junction was made at 14554,

4 last small enemy-sction struck at the North flank of Company "F® at
17004 but was quickly beaten off with the added fire gupport of Company ®L7.

In the course of the day's fighting heavy casualties were inflicted on
the Germans, over two hundred (200) prisoners having been taken, while our
own ware very light. OBEREOFFEN was definitely and finally cleered and the
ongmy's attitude from that time on turned wholly defensive. His 257tk Divi-
sion had been further msuled and reduced by the loss of mearly five hundred
{500} which passed through our prisoner of wer chamnels aslons. Our omn
positions wers further consolidated and strengthened. Company "I¥ on the
North, after thirty-six (36) hours of sustained fighting, was relieved by
Company "E®. Armor and supplies could now easiiy roll to this northern
sector aml the precaricusness of that position was reduced, The factory
Yorth of the railroad was pounded with white phosphorus artillery, sotting
i% afire and making it of m use to the snemy, Likewise the railroad sta-
tion, an exposed position, wes abandoned and left to be covered by fire and
patrols only. The nsw line of defense ran from KALTENHDUSE East along the
reilroad to include the houses South of the railrosd slong the OBEREDFFEN -
CAP D'OBERHOFFEN road, then asll of the rubble ruine of OBERBOFFEN itgelf.

Action around the fmetory occurred the morming of 12 Pehruery when n
Company "K" atteck supported by direct tank destroyer fire seized it at dav-
light end captured twenty~two {22) prisoners, By 10004 ths Germans had
come back. Then it was that this was decided to be destroyed by artillery
and burning, rether than to cecupy it.
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Quist reignad in OBERHOFFEN for the remainder of the Regimentts stay
there in defense, Artillery was exchanged in lighter quautities., Qur patrols
probed the woods mightly and reached half-way to SCHIRREEIN, finding the Ger-
mens still mainteining outposts at the edge of the nearby woods.

During saftermoon and evening of 15 Febtruary, the Regiment was relleved
by elements of 143d Infantry and motored bask to a ressrve and irelning mrea
nesr BRUMATH; Firet Battalion at BERNOLSERIM; Second Battalion st NEIDEHSCHAEF-
FOLSHEIM; Third Battsalion and Cammon Company at WEITBRUCH; Antdtack Company
st WAHLENHEIM; Servioe Company at ERAUTWILLER; the Reglmental Command Fost
at ROTTELSEEIM. Here ten (10) full days of rest and training, the first of
sush length free from any impsnding rush order or tactical move. Training
wes carefully plarmed and carried out mccording to scheduls.

At dark 25 Polruary, the Regiment returned to the lips, taking up the
defonzive poaltions held by elemsnts of the 10lst Afrborns Divizion along
the South bank of the KIDER River West of HAGUENAU from the road junction
at coordinates Q937271 Baat to include SCHAEIGHAUSEM. This had boen the
scene of the German penetration over the MODER in their full socale sttack
of 25-27 Jamuary when they wers imtent on taking STRASBOTRG, But aince the
reatoration of the lins along the river the fromt hed been a quist ons. It
remainad so during the last days of Pebruery, Ths sector was held with the
Firet Battallion on the laft, the Second Battalion on the right, and Antitank
Company (as infantry) in the center. The Third Battalion in ressrve wms able
in this situation to carry on a training program in the rear at BEABTEEIX,
NIEDERALTDORF and HUTTEIDORF. ‘

Hard, tiresoms fighting had oacurred for nswrly helf of Petruery with
the aotion cenmtered malnmly at OBERFOFFEN. The Germans put up s grim resistance
inoluding ssveral sirong counteratimcks. Fortioas of the town were fought
and won two and three timea, while heavy oconpentretions of artillery, morter
and frequent tank blastings reduced most of its mtructure to rubble. The
use of wromor with Infantry was most nescsasary and effective. Its lack at an
sarly stage proved coatly and was osuse for prolonging the winning of this
cbjective many days. Our casuslties for 1-15 Pebruary amounted to two {2)
Officers and forty-ope (41) Enlisted Men Killed in potion; fourtsen (14)
Officers and two hunired and ssvemby-slx (278) Enlisted Men Wounded in Aotlon;
four (4) Officers and seventy-five (75) Enlisted Men Misaing in Aotion; and
elght (8) Officars and ors hundred and forty-four (144) Enlisted Men Fone
Battle Casualties. This ocompared favorably with previous records in view of
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the heavy fighting involved, The weather was umisually mild for the whole
of the month, with the numbar of clear dayz about sgual to ths mmber of
cloudy. In the latier part of the month the Repiment profited by the perlod
of traiming and rest allowed from 16-25 February, Reinforosmsnts to the
mmber of four hundred and sixty~sight (468) ware reesived during the month.
These were given u special training program undsr the direction of Major
BETH J. SPITLER, Exsoutive Oofficer of the gasocond Battalion, 1In the om °
offensive operation of the Division during February, the Germans were foroed
fram the ealient below IRUSENHEIM Weet of the RHINE, and OBERHDFFEN, where
fierce battling raged, was taken by the men of the l42d Infambiry Regiment,

/ RICHARD A, HUFF W
Staff Sergeant, 1424 Infantry

Author
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4P0 # 38, U. 5. SBMY

OPERATIONS IN FRANCE ARD GERMARY R THE MONTH OF MURCH 1945,

Ten days of gruelling, sggresalve action anapped the long-gquiet MODER
River line, mashed through the German WESTWALL, snd chased the wmeay from
Went of the RHINE. In early Msrch the Regiment maintained defensive positions
along the MODER frow NEUBOURG to Rast of SCHEWEIGHIUSEN, near HAGURNAD, The
great push of 15 March opensd quietly in the early morning hours, devsloped
in intensity until the MODER line wms broken snd WERTIWILLER olemred. Ex-
hmusting pursult followed the aneay into his powsrful SIEGFRIED defenaes
above WIASRMBOTRG. Thres days of hard pillbox-to-pillbox fighting under in-
tense artillery and rocket fire, and a deep flaniking msnouver opened a hole
that allowed slaments to slip Into DOERENBACH and achisve & breskcthrough. 4
fast sprint to the BEINE on 23 March, faming dust in stunned oivilisn faces,
oompleted the rout of the enemy from West of the RHINE.

Defennive positions along the MODER River West of HAGUEEAT, whioh hed
besn mssumed the night of 25 Pebruary, wers meintained the first sleven days
of March, The seotor was unusually quiet, far from the gosne of raging First
and Ficth Army battles to the Borth., But our patrols, nightly ssarching out
snegy positions across the river, provoked gtorms of protest from the Germans
who lay in waltlng for sy offensive action on sur part. We were mot purtie-
ularly conosrned sbout sny German attack in our direstion, as mounting pres-
sire elsowhere was driving him from West of the REINE in the North. In early
March the Finth gray closed up to the RFINE near DUISBURG, The Mrast irmy
took COLOGEE and aelzed its historio btridgehead st RELGEN, The Third iray
eraszhed through SIBSFRIED defenses near BITBUEG and racsd to the RHINE dhove
COBLENZ. 1t wuwa inevitable that Seventh Army, facing the WESTWALL all along
its southern spprosches from HAFIERAD to SAMMUCKEN, would ewing into astion
4o reduce the remaining German holdings Weat of the REINE-~that wroa wthin
GERMANY bounded by the SiM, MOSRLLE and RETNE Rivers koown as the SAR -
PALATINATE.

In preparation for the pending event, the Regiment was wiihdrasm from
the line to the vioinity of BOCHFRLDEN on the might of 11 Karch for a brief
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regt and for orgunization., Three (3) deys of intensive plamning, lssusncee of
orders, etac, thers followed. But the acourtomsd tensensss which ususlly grips
man before a Jjump-off known to be in the offing was not apparent. Perhaps it
waz the confident eir of other allisd successes rumbling along the Western
FPront. The wosther promised falr. Thoe point of attmck and routes to the
asgombly wers fmmiliar, Zvan the enemy ground and at least its gensral char-
acter were known by many who had vigited it while on patrol, The oxrrying
out of the xecesaary details which prepare, and in oareful occordinationm,
transport and guide three thousand (35,000) men te their appointed places Juat
prior %o E-hour of a mass-attack, werd dons with the casual btut efficient
mamer of man who knew their job,

The part the 1424 Infaniry was to play in a broad Ssventh irmy offensiva
scheduled for the night of 14-15 March was plarmed as follows; The initial
misgion of the Regiment wus the cepture of MERTINILLER, a foosl point of
German resistance within the sector (See Flgurs 1, page 5). German gun posi-
tions located there hed besn a frequent target of our own artillery MERTI-
FILLER ia set within s natural cover, the HAFUENAU forest, and served ms a
base of operations for the snamy's MODER line.

From an existing bridgehead at UBSRACH, two (2) ocompanies of the Seoond
Battalion ware to atieok into the woods and Northeast astride the UBERACH -
MERTZWILLER roasd. The third company would asaault the river line at the mill
aroasing ¥orth of DAURNDORF, join with the other two companiss in welzing the
¥orth portion of MERTZNILLER (the town being distinotly dividsd by the ITNIELLE
River); more to the East of the Second Battalion's ond ompany river arossing,
the Third Battalion by direot asssult would storm the river line, furce
through the foreastsd area at itz slightest depth, then, from ocover of the
wpods at nesr the UBERACH road, olose on the scuthern half of MERTIWILIEE from
the Wost, The First Battalion would sssemble me Rogimantal Ressrvs af
DAUENDMRF. )

With the divislonal effort hesdsd toward WIBSEMBOURG and the approach to
GERUANY through tho ¥ISSEMBOTRG gap, in this first phass the 141at Infantry,
on ths right, would be thrusting North from HAGURNAL, while on the left, the
1434 Infantry, fram the bridgehead at Li WALCK, would maks s swoeplng end run
through BITSCHHOFFEX, MIRTESHEIM, GRIESBACH and Bast to GUNSTETT. Fram hare
in suocessive stages the Mvision would prese into GERMANY.

Registance was expected to be considerable at first, wntil the MODDER
defenssa had besn troken. Then it was sassumed that the Germane, in a series
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of delaying mctions, would fall baok upon thelr SIEGFRIED LINE (WESTWALL)
defennes., It was hoped thel an overpowsring effactivensss in our initial
assault at the MODER, followed up by a rapid and aggressive purauit, would
prevent the Germans from properly manning their intricate and stalwart WEST-
AALL poeitions, Omoe before, in middle Deomnber, smerisan troops of the
gsventh Army had teated the SIEGFRIED defenses above WISSEMBOURG. . But these
had been ordered withdrawn in Jmmuary when German designs on Alsace beome
apparext and Garman ixcops concentrated for s thruet to umbalance Seventh
Amy positions, ¥Now, with Seventh Army gsared to push on through the WESTWALL,
the Third Army on the YNorth, having elesred German soll above the MOSELLE,
would in conjunction strike southward well behind German fizsd defensss. 4
double menace was thus possd on the whole BAAR ‘buin. The rout of epemy forces
from West of the REINE was imninent.

Breaking The MODER Lins,

The night (14-16 Warch) was quiet, «8 ususl. Only an ococasional boom
of artillery spoke an oocoasional harassing mission, The moon was not out,
but a diffused light from the sharply defined stars of a cloudless aky ul-
lowed obieats in the dark to be faintly distinguishable, At small EIEDERALT~
DORY, less than thrse (3) miles from the MODER, a low drons marked the ap-
proach of friendly conwoys which paused at the single turn-around. From 2030
hours unkil midnipght troop-oarrying trucks srrived scoording to acshedule,
Men, with weapons and battle equipment, dismounted and marched off quietly
into the nights; +the Second Battalion, Third Battalion, Antitank Company,
First Battelion. BEaptled, the trucks returned the way they oeme, RIEDERALY-
DORF hed not been disturbed. Bub the sllently marching colwans had sn izme
portant mission to perform and the time was repildly nesring, Expectantly the
watchful foot soldier looked to the front-«for & flare or any unususl activity
that might sugpesst undus warning, and trouble, But no, all ressined quiet.

At the Third Batialion river site, betwesn midnipht snd 0100, engineers
laid two (2) footbridges across e twenty«five (25) foot gap. When it was sesn
that & third bridge oould not be completed on 4ime, the order was changed to
acoomodate the battalion crossing in two {2) files instead of three (3).
Promptly at 0100, B-hour, in a column of compamies with Company "I" leading,
followed by Company *L", Battalion Feadgusrters Company, Company "M™ (less
attachments), wnd Uﬁumy ¥, the Third Battalion moved off into the attack.
There was 1o artillery preparation. I1sad elemsnts waded one siresm (efter
orosmsing the bridga) waist desep and were in mnother hip~desp, at the edge of
the enemy woods, before German fire was drawn. In a short time the whole
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goane wns sblase, At lsast eight (8) eneny machine guns, cross-firing into
the flat, open ground, were identified. This did not deter the head of ths
column, now almest into the woods, who unhesitently chargad forward acoord-
ing to previous instruotions with terrifying and raucous ories. ‘The success
of the mttack depsnded upon this rushing of the enemy positionz snd rapid
follow up of all elemants befors eoffective fire could be brought to besr on
the expoasd column,

The initiative and sterling oxmple of Sergeant ROBERT I, DE LJMSRTER,
42023827, then Private Firet Clazs, from Greens, New York, under this stress
is noteworthy: Sergesnt DE LAURTER, of the Fourth Platoon, Company *I¥,
finding that bie squad lender was missing, esswaed the responsibility of
leading and guiding his mortar sguad. At the rear of the company column, his
squad had to pass through the open field beyond ths river erossing after the
enmmy machine guns hed opened fire. While the other members of his squad
sought ocover he remsined upright in the face of the enemy fire so that hia
men might guide upen him in the blask of the night. Disregarding kis own
personal safety he made mmerous trips back along the file to cheok hiz men
and encourage then to move along to the pretective cover of s diteh at the
edge of the woods., Upon emtering the woodz the sguady left flank was en-
dangered by ensmy small arms fire, killing one of the men and throwing ths
others into confusicn. Sergsmnt DE LANARTER, shunning cover, immedistely
proveeded to omlm tho men and reorganize them, returning many times along
the file to check their pressnce and rapid movement, His courageous sction
end aggrosslve leadership materially sided in the protection of the company*s
rear and as a result unity and contact was maintsined.

But, while &1l of Company "I%, most of Company "X" end part of the
Battalion Headquerters, were sble to push through the outer fringes of the
woods, the rearmost elaments of the ooluen were cmught in a wolume of enamy
fire, Soon enemy moriar fire wuas dropping inceassntly upon Company "L¥* whioh
had not yet crossed the river. The ocmpany was disorgmized and becwmie do-
tached from the rest of the battalion. After reorganization, s second st
taupt to make the crosaing was unsuocessful, Mnally, & group of about eight-
eon (16) men, with Ceptain ALBERT F, PISHER, Commanding Headquarters Compsny,
Third Battalion, whose mission wes to organige the stragglers, did get aoross
in the fgos of heavy fire, and later joined the battalion maln btody. Ccmpsny
*1* was brought around by way of UBERACH in the moming after daylight and
given another mission,

The two (2) leading ommpanies and a party including the battalion com-
mander, Iiesutenant Colonsl EVERETY 8, BIMFSOK, forged on through the woods

SRS
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until the corner of the clearing at objective "P" was reached, Leaving one
platoon of Company "K* there as a strong point, Company "I* and the remainder
of Company “K™ moved on to the North, where, from the cover of the woods,
they struck Bast lnto MERTZWILLER. It was before daylight at approximately
0500. Some resiatance was sucountered by Compmny "I™ on the North, as it
moved in to sslze the bridge site at the main road crossing of the ZIFZELLE
Rivar,

The btridge, from photogresphioc studies, was known to be blown, but a
false transmiesion of Company “I® reports during the day gave an ingistent
impression that the lridge was in, A later attack based on this sssumption,
had to be hastily redrawn, The Third Battalion was on its objeotive, though
in reduced foroe, at first light of day. MNorning and afternoon were reaguired
by other elemonts of the Regiment to establish physical contact and open a
route to them.

Antitank Company, scting as infentry, had dbeen asnsigned the mission of
following the Third Battalion across the river and satablisking a roasd block
© defenae at the Jumction of the main road snd trail not far into the woods.
Only a portion of the sospany got across in ths sonfusion--Ceptain VERNON M.
ECOTT, Comending Antitenk Company, with twelve (12) mene-but by daylight
they had settled upon their objective snd in the hours following, warded off
several anemy attempts to come in upon them, An srrand of meroy assigned to
Company "L™ esrly in the morning was the relief of Antitaxk Company's tenuous
position by driving East slong the rallroad from UBERACH. By then supporting
armor could mooompeoy Company “L® across s newly oonstruocted bridge betwesn
FIEDERMODERN and UBERACH, completed at 0855,

with the Becond Battalion, progress had not been ss far-rsaching. Com-
panies "E® and ™G" broks into the HAGURNAU foreat East of UBERACH but becams
involved in clesning up sunemy bunkers and trench posltions along both aides
of the main road. 7This was ot eassy. Many times Germans had o bs foroed
out of their dug-outs by peint blank tank fire. The Sscond Battalion armor
had crosssd the MODER scon efter H-hour on the bhridge at LA WALLEK and by day-
light was operating with the rifle oompmies.

Company "F%, attempting to esssult the river line at the mill site Horth
of DAUEEDORF, a point often used previougly by patrols, was preverted from
meking headway by extremely heavy comcentrations of fire upon it. Seventemn
(17) of the ocmpany were killed and many more wounded in three (3) efforts
to oross. Finally, with but two (2) reduced platoons over, and thess still
facing determined resigitance, the company was ordered to withdraw to join
Companies "EY and “"G" by way of UBERACH.

]
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Company "G" was diverted for a time to the Compeny *L" mission of
pushing out along the rallroad toward Avtitenk Company, until Compeny *L*
with its armor could reach snd pass through Compamy "G". Company "F¥, upon
its merival, began working along the right side of the MERTZWILLER road with
Compeny "E¥ on the lefi. Company "G after Company "L* had passed, went imto
battelion reserve behind Companies "B™ snd ®pw,

By 1130, Colone}l GECRGE E. LYNCH, Commanding the 1424 Infantry, hsd
declded to oommit the First Battaelion, pessing it through the tiring Second
Battelion, to hasten the ompture of MERTZWILLER and the establiskment of
oonteet with the Third Battalion foroe in South MERTZRILLER. Mhile the
§ocond Battalion continued to press forward encountering sosttered opposition
doeper into the woods tut teking meny casualties from anti-persommel sha-
mines, the Pirgt Battalion began marching from DADUENDORF to follow up end pass
through the Second. At 1600 slements of the Firgt Battalion took the lead
about halfway through the forest on the MERTIWILIER rosd. Resistmnce in-
ereasod when the Battulion reached the wooded edge. Hers s German heavy
wespons compsny wes assaubling preparatory to moving back to LAUBACH, when
the First Battalion struck, Thirty (30) priscners were taken and the Germmna
were forosd to abandon four (4) 120mm morters and two (2) 150mm howitxers.
Upon emergiog from the woods, a very heavy ensmy shelling greeted the First
Battalion snd & number of onsuslties were suffered. Darkness soon obascured
enmy observetion, however, the First Battalion moving on in to contumet the
Third Battalion in South MERTIWILLER.

Mesnwhile, Company "L* hed joined with antitenk compeny, snd afterward
turmed Forth on the original Third Battalion route to objective ®o%. Anti.
tank Company was ordered to push East to establish a defense at the FEUBOIRG
road junotion.

Resupply was of immedimte concern te the Third Battalion foros within
MERTZNWILLER. During the day they haed besn contibuouely engaged with groups
of Germens smong them and with enemy forces fighting from the Forth end of
town, Three (3) self-propelled guns were balieved to have baen destroyed
in the day's fighting and more were knowmn %o be operating in Forth MERTZWILLER.
Prisonsrs indiombed that the Germans were attempting to fall beok upon a
defensive line st the ZINZELLE River that smme night., For that resson strong
opposition was expscted to be met as our troops abtacked to secure & bridge-
hesad into Forth MERTZNILLER,

The First Battalion prepared 4o Jump off on this sttack as soon as
precticable. Rubber boats were ordered up frem the resr. Patrols

Shimeeein
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SECRET

investigating tho main road orossing site where the Iridge had been reported
inteoct found the digcouraging fact: only abutments standing, the tridge out.
However, careful exsrinatlon disclosed a fordable site not far to the left
widch the Germens hed been using for their heavy vehigles.

Five (B) battalions of artillery were massed for a devastating preparatory
fire--approximately nine humndred (500) rounds in five (5) minutes. Immediately
following, at 0430 (16 Maroh) Companies A" and "B® croseed by the ford and
by rubber boat. The enemy reacted with muall wwms, mortar, wod artillery on
the crossing site, Sergeant DAVID R, JOWES, 39911720, from Meled, Idsho, a
member of Company ™B®, waz ordered to lead his aquad moross the river and
atteck a group of housss offering the principal resistance. In the face of
the heavy fire, Sergeant JONES 1lsd his men through the oy waters, st plaoces
shoulder-desp, to resch the far side. Hs then reorganized hie men and led
them in an attack on the nearest houss, taking it and driving the enemy back
from the river. The remainder of the ocompany was able to cross wlthout draw-
ing snall sms fire. Several Germans were wounded snd ssveral tsken prisomer
in the group of houses snd the compsmy mission completed, gt etk

50 Lo0 e

By 0500, with progress good, the engineers wsre given the éo-lhind to
begln work on laying a beiley bridge. Also, & footbridge, on which the
reserve company, Company "C", croszed, was placed in poaition. An sttempt to
ford the First Battalion amor across was unsusgessful, but unlike s similar
situation et OBERHDFFEE in Februsry, the Battalion was able to do well with-
out it. The enginears located & second suitabls site for bridging end began
work on placing a treadway here, hoping 1t would be completed in less time .
than that required for the bailey,

-

But in erisp morning sunshine, Germsn mrtillery scored a direct hit on
the specialized equipment uasd in installing the tresdway tridge. Though
forced to halt work on the balley bridge becmuse of the ascuracy of the German
artillery, this bridge was completed at 1400, allowing the Firet Battalion
armor to roll aeross. By then, Companies "A" and "3" wers both well beyond
the fork on the East and West roads. Company "C® moved up through the center.
The principal resistance consisted of self-propslled fire coming from the
woods to the Fast of Company "aA® (on the right rosd), while a smell growp of
enm:y foll back before the advance of Compsny "B"™ and eventuelly held out in
the factory mroa &t the West mnd for some time. The Battalion continusd to /j
work cut to the edgss of tom during the afternoon. Before dark Compsny "C*
attacked East from MERTZWILLER to the wooded edge at objsctive ®E®, whers the
retreating Germans wers gean to have gone, but m opposition was met.
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on order of the Copmmanding Genersl, the Second Battalion had been sent
before noch to an assembly point in the tip of woods East of MIETESHEIM, and
from there Compesay “G® crossed on a 1434 Infantry bridge to relieve at 14350
s 143¢ Infantry company on objective "A™. To the Southesst contact was made
with the 141t Infantry and patrols covering the HASUENAT forest roads deterw
mined that it was virtually clear of enemy.

the firgt phase of the Divisional attack had mow been completed, The
Germans, though prepared to fall back, had been overrun in many places and
guffered heavy losses in men which they could not afford, The 1424 Infantry
captured three hundred three (303) during this period, the Division totel
being well.over six hundred (600). Seversl thousand wers suddemly lost on
the long-time quiet front. The enemy was slsc foroed to yleld ground more
rapidly than he intended and it was questionable whother he would be able to
delay st any point before the SIEGFRIED line,

Fow, from captured GRIESBACH, the 1454 Infantry was mounted on armor end
moved East to exploit thess initiel gains, wWith MERTZWILIER ocleared, the
1424 Infantry was ordered to sssemble, preparsd to follow through with a like
armored end motorized column.

Pursnit Into GERMANY.

At noon the following day, 17 Ksrch, the 1434 Infantry wae engaged
with strong enemy rearguard sction st GUNSYEIT. Fighting there continued
throughout the remsaining daylight period wiile the 1424 Infantry wes held
in readiness at MERTZWILLER, prepered to pass through as soon as a necesssry
bridge across the SAUER River could be put in by the engineers. (Construotion
was late gotting started, the site being under dirsect fire from the hill %o
the Rorth.

At dark, with GUESTETT about to be clesred and the Germens effecting a
di sengegement, Major General JOHN E. DAHIQUIST, Commanding 38th Infantry
Plvision, ordered the l42d Infuntry to pase through the 145d sterting at mide
night, when the bridge woas due to be completed; from thare on foot te get
into position to attack at daylight what appeared to be, and prisoners de-
clarad to be, the ensmy's next delaying line; <the 1ititle SELTZBACH stresm
running through FREUSCHDORF and MEREWILLER-PECEELEROMN {See 1/100,000 Map,

page 20).

L
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According to routes of advance assigned for the previously proposed
motorized merch, the sttack of FREUSCHDORF bsoesme a mission of the Third
Battalion, and MERKWILLER the First Battalion., Artillery was held available,
raady to fire on oall but no preparation wss planned.

Starting at 2530, the Regimemtal column with Third Battalion leading,
moved out from MERTZWILLER, The bridge at GUNSTETT had been completed
sheat of time and ths town, except for holed~up Germen stragglers had besn
clearsd, At GUNSTEIT our troops dismounted, and marching the rest of the
night, procesded to their mssembly polnts as planned.

Cloging in on FREUSCEDORF ab daylight, the Third Battslion enterad with-
out enemy somtact, and, what was of first imporience, found three (3) bridges
intact. When this was reported, the Battslion was ordersd to move on foot
immediately to its next cbjective, armor snd transport to¢ catch then enroute,:
The First Battelion, in the derk got off on & wrong tredl and was therefore
late in attacking lts oblective. Similarly, no opposition was offered at .
MEREWILLFR, though btridges had been blowm. - 7 }'("

2 2L

WISSEMBOURG became s likely objective for the day, for now it was spparant
that the Germans had withdrawn a considerable distance, probably to ‘the
SIEGFRIED line, MNotorirzed columns withln the battalionz were orgenized withe
out delay. Dozsrs and bridge trains were sn intepral pari, as physical rosd
blooks, mines, and bridgse blown were to b fraguently enoountersd. |

The Third Batitalion, on the left, advanced through LAMPERTSELOCH, LOBSANE
and along the road on higher ground a% the edge of the 1E HOCEWALD forest to
ROTT, entering ROTT and gaining enemy contact at 2200 hours. ¥ine (9) physi-
oal blocks, som# of them heavily constructed had to be remowsd or a by-pass
found. The Pirst Battalion was slowsd by bridges blown wt MEREWILLER and
East of LOBSANN. On a route through KEEFPENACH, BIRLENBACH, FREMMELBACH and
CLEEBOURG, the Firet Battalion reeched snd tookx OBEREDFFEN in e night skirmish
just after midnight. Here an enmmy tenk offered some opposition,

A patrol from the Third Battalion going forward from ROIT to investigate
WISSEMBOURG drew machine gun asud self-propelled fire from both sldes of the
road & short distancs out, betwsen 2300 and midnight. It appearsd likely
that the Germans would maks some stand South of or at WISIEMBOURG. Both the
Third and Pirst Battalions wers woll fatigued at this point, having been on
the move for mors than twanty-four (24) hours, after only a few hours sleep;
and a major engagement had nmot yet besn joined, ‘
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At ROTT and OBERHDFFEN the Regiment was loas than three (3) kilometers
from WISSEMBOURG. A halt was called for the night.

In the morning the Second Battalion left from its bivouac at the en-
caument nemr DRACHENERONN st O800 to pmss through the Third Bsttalion and
attack WISSEUBOURG. Some resistance snd a road block was met end fifty {(60)
prisoners were plcked up. Both the Second mud the First Batbalions, whioh
advanced fyrom OBERBDFFEN at 1030, got into WISSEMBOURG at about the sane time,
noon. Sinee the Pirst Battalion route lnto town was the most direct and
passable, the Pirst Battalion wes ordered on to BERGZABERY, with a platoon
of the 36th Reconnaisssnce Troop to precede the battalion column. The Second
Battalion wuld assenble in WISSEMBOURG and follow.

The advance was on foot mow, Here, ab the crossing of the border out-
side WISSEMBOURG, German WESTWALL defenses would begin. fThe Firat Battelion
movad into GERMANY. A reported enemy concentration at SCHEEIGEY proved false,.
RECHETENBACH was passed, and lead elesments neered 0BER OTTERBACH without oon-
taoct at 1516. But within the next hour German gums spoke, raining hemvily
upsn the Firet Battallon, shelling WISSEMBOURG, and oovaring the rosd from
WISSEMBOTRG to OBER OTTERBACH. The battle to tresk the WESTWALL had begun.

c:-uhin; The SIEGMRIED line.

A glance at the map will smhow that the ground is only slightly rolling
and open at OBER QITERBACH, whereas to the West, forest-ocovered hills rise
sharply. The main defense balt in the flatland iz at the DIERBACH stresm
above OBER OTTERBACE, where the monster dragon's teeth snd an snti-tank
ditech wre looated. Into the hilla West of OBER OYTERBACE s complex network
of heavy oconorste pillboxes, set into the ground and cunningly ssmouflaged,
with interloeking schemes of fire, elatorate trench systans and wire obstacles,
constituted the veunted mein SIEGFRIED defemses (§ee Figure 2, pags 14).

The First Battalion did not hesitate to atteck OBER OTTERBACH, wnd,
despite s heavy volume of rocket fire recsived at the approaches and intense
gnall arms from the heights above it, cleared the town of enemy by nightfall.
After reorpenizing, the First Bettalion moved forward to test the enemy do-
fenses at the drsgon's teeth. Mooting fierce resistance it wna ordered back
to the oover of OBER OTTERBACE befors daylight.

Moanwhile, the Second Battalion was committed inte the hills West of
town. At midnight, with the outcame of the Pirst and Second Battalion attecks

EEppEp——
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not certain, Colonel LYNCH ordered the Third Battelion on a desper flanking
migalon to selze the damingting (RASSBERG height. Its route, howsver, was
winding end slow--the road West from below RECHTENBACH, following the basa of
the PITZBERG and HUMBERG hills.

the Second Battelion was stopped on the slopes of the EBNUNG hil}, the
men at dawn Pinding themselves, on gocasion, dup in within & fow yards of s
oleverly disguissd massive pillbox, During the night heavy srtillery and
snemy Infantry provided a determined defense,

It was nesessary for the Third Battalion, befors mounting the (RASSBERG
hill, to oross the desp valley at its base, purposely made barren by the fell-
ing of trees. The felled trees, on the steep slopes of GRASSBERG, also sup-
plied an additional obstacle in the ensmy defenss.

The Third Battalion main body reached the deep draw mt sbout ncon {20
M¥erch) and prepared for a crossing at its narrowest open stretsch. Agross this,
while a lone ensmy machine gunner, from the head of the draw at a range of an
estimated nine hundred (900) yards, pecked swsy at eech individual, the
battalion infiltrated to olimb the slopes of its objsotive.

A lead platoon of the Batbtalicn, from Company *I®, had, without kmow-
ledge or direction of the battalion commander, attecked the GRASSBERG hill
in advance of the main body. I suocesded in geining the top by murprise
but was driven off by counter-acbion after the platoon leader was kKilled,

It was therefore remarkable that this lerge foroe, should on the msocond
cocasion, obtain an elememt of surprise, but it eppears that the Third Bat-
tealion did. The Germans were oaught in their trenches, wany of them dying
there in the brisk battle that ensued. It was lste afternoon when GRASSBERG
was secured. Germens attempting to infiltrate back onto the hill aftsr dark
wore severely cubt down., With forty-five (45) of the enemy tsken prisoner,
and a cownt of snemy dead after the bettle totaling fifty.seven {E7), the
estimated atrength of the Germens in this action may be psmmed to be near
two ndred {200).

A oritioal point had besn won. [Desperately the enemy attempted to throw
back this wedge into thelr lina, but to no aveil. The Third Battallon wus
ordersd to go on, down into DORRENBACE, tut could not becanse its smmumition

supply was shortening gravely and enemy counter threats were still being
driven off.
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Colonsl LINCE ordered Aintitenk Company to relieve First Pattalion at
OBER OTTERBACH sfter dark. The First Battalion during the night was then
marched the short way around to the Third Battalion on (RASSBENG for en at-
tack to selys DORRENBACH, At 0715, after completing the grueling olimb up
the GRASSBERG slopes, the First Battallon jumped off astride the trail to
the North., This bocame a alugging match from the start, very strong fire
baing racelved from the ridge line to the Northwest. 1ittls progresa was
attalned all morning. The delay alac held up an sttack of Third Battalion
elements, ordsred to pass behind the First Battalion over this ridge mmd to
the West, to ocontact the 1034 Division on the left, and meest with a 1434
Infantry Battalion attscking Hill 489 (FARRENEERG) from the Southwest,
After noon the Third Battsllon sent one company due West to atteck from the
South, the resistance holding the First Battalion., But this foroe beceme
tangled with pillboxes covering the objective from further Wost.

The First Battalion planned a strong artillery preperstion in another
effort to shake loose and were ocalling it down, when suddenly, Company “B®,
to the front mad on the right, broke sway snd orashed into DOBRENBACH, This
was the punch that carried through the WESTWALL., Company YA" remained en-
gaged on the ridgs West of DORRENBACE while the raest of the battalion quickly
olsaned up within the town. Then followed a night and a day of most intense
nebelworfer fire upon the tomn. That evening a battalion of the 1454 Infsntry
passed on with the misslon of selzing BERGZABERK but missed its directlion and
at daylight was somewhere Southeast of DIRRENBACH. All of nert day wes re-
quired before BERGZABERN was teken before dark of 22 March by the 1434 In-
Lantry.

. While this mors speoctaculer ground gaining was going on, the Becond
Battalion, in the hills West of OBER OITBRBACH, bucking hesd-long into the
strongest of the massed plllboxes, olsimed a record of fts own in clesning

out a total of fifty-four (54) of thew during the operation. Iz a sudden
spurt at 0600 of 21 March, eight (B) of the atrong points wars overrun bafors
the Germens could realize thelr helpless state. All tut two {(2) of the little
fortresses tuttoned up snd refused to heed the urgent appeals to surrender
that our men oalled through open ports and alr vents. Experimeunts with hand
gronades, basockas, and the pouring of gasoline into opemings were ineffactive
in trying to pry out the obstinate defenders, - Special explosive charges kmomn
as “boshive", beasuze of their shaps, which are designsd to throw their forae
downward, were brought up by the enginsers. Engineer and infamtry temas,
working together placed the charges on roofs, at doorways snd spertures,
wherever weakmesses were apparent. Usually on® or two blasts was sufficient

SR

- 18 «

BESLITFIE S AT Tel HATYIMA RS -] %




BYKﬁ//SM NAMA, LBLE forba oty ¢t ¢ _

et

to encourage the ineide occupants to surrender. Ozne pillbox, however required
the plecing of thirteen (13) charges before the desgired results wore obtained.

On one ocoasion, with Captain JOE W. GILL, 017020896, from Cenyon, Texas,
leading the way, Company ®E™ proceedsd up & draw to attack a series of enemy
pillboxes. Approaching the spemy position from the left, they encountered
intenss enemy machine pun fire coming from two (2) enemy machine gume emplaced
East of the pillboxes, halting their sdvance. Thers were four {4) pillboxes
in this ssries, situated in a rectangular pattern so that each could fire on
troops that attempted to approach either of the other pillboxes. GSelacting
five men to sooompany him, Captain Gll1l proceeded across a ridpge, exposing
hmaelf to intense enemy mmell arms fire, moved by one pillbox and on to &
poeition approximately ten (10) yards from the Southemest pillbox. Using hia
¥-1 rifle, hes fired upon the two (2) enemy machine gun positions, that were
spproximately fifty (50) yards away, silencing both guns and killing their
crews, After directing his men's fire upon the pillboxes, he dashed to the
door of the nesrest one, and azst off a beshive charpe that blew down the door,
killing one (1) German officer, and foreing five (5} enlisted men to surremder.
Quickly moving to ths Southwest pillbox, he forcsd seven (7) more Germans to
surrender. leading his company in assenliing ths other two (2) pillboxes, he
blaw the door of ons, capturing ons (1) Germsn officer mnd seven (7) enlisted
men, As they approamchsed the next pillbox, six (&) more of the enemy surrendered

The Second Bettalion clearsd the EBNUNG hill up to the DIERBACH stremm
bed, ani also tock HOHENBERG hill when eneamy there continusd to bother Third
Battalion on GRASSBERG. During 22 March a battalion of the l4lat Infemntry
passed through the 8Second Battelicn to sweep defenases behind the dragon's
teeth snd on SFPRINGENBERG. This day also saw the Third Battelion, 142d In-
fantry, link up with Third Battellon, 143d Infmniry, on FERRENBERG to open
a trail route for motors to DIHRENBACE,

wWith Division elements in BERGZABERN, snemy defense within the WESTWALL
crumbled on the morning of 23 March. FWhite flags waved from remaining once
proud fortresses, jmorican tapk und motor columns strommed endlssely past,
up the mountain road, on the main highway, rolling once again.

Racs To Ths RHINR,

A twenty (20) mile dash Erst from BERGZAEERN to close up to the RHIEE
conciuded the month's combat activity. Congestion of the newly opened roads
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into BERGZABERN hindered an early orgeniszation of a motorised tesm. It was
1330 (23 March) when the First Battalion, mounted on tanks, moved out on =
prescribed route to the Fortheast (See 1/100,000 Map, page 20). A tridge
out at NIEDER~-HOREBACH was eesily by-passsd, INGENHRIN, MUELEOFEN and
BILLIGHEIM were roached. At ROERBACH the oolusn ran upon a l4th Armored
Divislon unit which hed come from ELINGERMUNSTER and was heading for the
amne objective, HIRDT, But it was at the time stopped by an enemy block

at the Wost end of HERIHEIM,

Colonal LYRCH ordsred the First Battalion to try w route tc the South,
passing eround this opposition and the 14th srmored cclusn by way of
STEIMVEILER, EHAYNA, BATZENBUHL, RHEIRZABERN snd RULZEETM. Though 1% was
aftor dark before e clesranos on thiz roed sculd be made, the Pirst Bat~
talion reached RULZAEIM at midnight, snd aheand of the l4th Armored oolumn.
Some enemy resistance was excountered here, forty (40) prisoners being
ploked up. The Battelion turned East end mistekenly attacked EUHRDT in
place of HORDI. Enemy tenks which opened fire from ETHRDT were driven
off by the combined fire of our own tanks lined up as skirmishers before
the town, EORDT was also entered sund cleared st daylight.

Ths Seoond Battalion, following, moved into BELIEETM and from there
attacked East to the REINE. The Third Batteliocn sssembled ip RULZEELE,

Y¥ershy, wooded fringes of the REINE Went bipk wers laboriously cleared
and outposts established by night of 25 March when the Reglment was re-
lieved and asgumed Division reserve status,

The fury of the last rush died quickly. Other Third and Seventh
Army troops had oompleted the clearing of the Germans from West of the
REINE and within a wesk hed made deep inroads on Germen hesrilsnd aeross
to the Exst. The Regimenit, pgiven new duties for the time, turned its
attentlon to militery govermment, policing and problems of eivilien von~
trol. The entlre German structure of armed resistmmce appesred 4o be
orumbling under tho might of Allied power. Though shrewi smough to know
that Germaen resistsnoe would be bitter until the end, the sversge soldier
hoped that the last great battle, one against such stout fixed defenses
as the vanquished SIEGFRIED lime, had been fought and won.
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OPERATICIS 1IN GERMANY FOrR TEE MONTH OF AFRIL 1945

sfter cleering the Germans from West of the RHINE in late Farch the
Regiment (as part of the Divisioa) was given the mission of supporting
zilitery Governzent in newly won Germsn territory to ike rear of advancing
3eveuth jrmy troops., This, distinctly, was e unique rols for the veteran
doughboys ot the 142d Inlantry =he, efter more than a ysar and a half of
purely combat duty, nos: founi thasselves well to the rear, securirg safe
passage for the mighty stresm of supply flowing steadily to the front,
pelicicg and contrelling the civil population, end gathsring stocks of mil-
itary equipwent left in weke of the retresting enemy. At the same time,
vith an ®ye to future operations, limited treining was conducted and rein-
forcenents absorbed to restore the Regimentrs fighting strength,

KATSERSLADTERY, in GERUANT'S WESTUARE, bescams the hub and hsadquarters
of the Regiment's sctivity, contrelling an area that oventually comprised
soma on® thoussnd two hundred (1,200) square ki lometers. This was broken
down to battalion seciors of responsitility, the 132d Field Artillery Bat-
talion serving as & fourth battelion in the same capacity. In an ares so
large control measures wore nscessarily elestic, Outside of troop bivouse
areas, motorized patrols, tvies daily, at odd intervals, covered the greater
part of the battamlion mecters, meldnp oclose inspsctions swmarily amlong the
line., Items of military equipment when located, wers broupght to a battallon
collacting polnt snd from there pessed to m higher echelon.

The axercisze of civilian control required a curfew of from 2000 hours
to 0600 hours nightly and trafiic check polnts st certein places. Civilians
were allowed to travel up to six (6} kilometers without & pass. Violators
of thase bagic lilitery Govermment laws were promptly punished. Civiliens
apprahiended by elemaatr of the iLegiment for violation of lilitary Government
regulations, 2 April to 23 April, wore as follows:

Eraeking travel restrictions . . . . . . . . 92

Curfew vicolators + « v + « v v o ¢« ¢« & v - . 2B
Suspicious persons . . . . . O
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3 gericus elvilian <Eisturuvaree fovelsped, mor wors tho lmsertert rupply
eiaeznzls interfered with Jardln- ke hogimantts ferlod of oceupation and con-
trol. Thore wara several reports of Gorman stragglers hiding evt in the wooded
uill s2ctions, but Irnvaziipetion ol thess reports revealsd nothizz, On the
cthar hand, conztaat wigllemes in routine contrsl netted two hundred thirty-
four (234} personn defizitely idnutified as enemy soldiers.

tne of the biggest problems Jaced by tho Tegiment was that caused by the
livergtion of thouzends of Displaced Pewrzone, the slave laborers brought frem
corouered lands by the S8rmans, FPoles, Czechs, Russiena, and Allled ex-
prisoners of war had boen suddonly freed from Fazi dominstion, Keerly all
ventsd to get home rieht awey, but for th® moment food and housing were im-
portent. Jome were intent upon revenge and robbery from their Gérman masiers
who hed enslaved them. Thus criminal acts were provoked and had to be con-
trolled, Decause ol the numbsr involved it was impossible to adeguately maet
the needs of thess peopls, though aslde from minor instances thkelr bahavier
was patient and reasonsble. Several Displaced Parsons centors were established
but the few governing offices cvellable for handling this situstion were taxed
to the licit.

On 22 April elements of the 28th Divlsion began relisf of 142d Regimentsl
gombnt Team in the EAISTRSLAUTIZRY yilitery Govermmomt mission, Two (2) days
leter the Regiwent moved one hundred sixty (160) miles %o an assembly erea
sast of the REINE poar KUHZELSAU, prepared for imnediate renemml of combat
operationa.

The ‘Yar in Lurope was mow in its final stages though no one knew just
how long the end would be in covdng. . There was much talk of a "Hational
Aedpubt™ in the South BAVARIA snd AGSTRIA hil) country where fanatical re-
sigtence of last German elemsnis planring to hold-out for an indefinite
pericd was expected. INIRKBURG had fallen. On 24 jpril the Seventh Army
arpased the DANUEE lliortheast of UL, From this polnt reslistance faded
rapidly and sAllisd columns penstrated deeply into the so~celled Fedoubt.

with the onrusining tide sveeping forwerd, the Regimant'as assembly area
near EUIEZELSAY no longsr sarvad its purpose, On the 26th the Third Battalion
and the 132d Field Artillsry Settalion ware moved South fifty (50} miles to
AALTY., The Regiment'a heavy transport had returned to West of the RHIKZ te
assict ir btringing up the remainder of the Division so tha* tho Third Battalion
mads this move entirely on jesp and quartsr-ton t{reilsr transpert, Next day
the Regiment leap-frogged the Third Battalion at ALLEN to cless along the
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SHTDe Livor, awotiur Bhlrty (S0) silss bayend, in the vieinity of 15DZR-
3TCTLIVGET. On the Zitk, in drizzlisg rein, the Fegimeat esught up with
sdvancsd slements of the 834 Iafautry Zivision gb the LICK Liver near LAWS-
2333, That avendins the legizmeat fook over the wisvion of tha Z55th Infaniry
{wu Zivisisn), following coluirs of the 12tk Armorsd Lirision spearhoanding
whe Jrive gouthward, 4 raulroaa bridge had besn sccured meoross the LCH
fivar and a pountoon treadwsy was vader construction but crozging of the bulky
arrored ¢ivigion equipneant ower tha two bridga: consumed another day.

During night of th2 23th the Jacond Battalion had crossed on fool to
3ast LADSEERG. Rogimsntel columns obtained clearance on the two bridges the
evaning of the 28th, nouring over until after midw!ght., Yo diffieulty was
attached to rolling twenty (20) miles iouth in the night te ~EILEEIY since
Armored Division ecoluarns had rnassed it withou® resistance at noon of the 25th,
Thie #zginents) Cembat Tewn, less alements, clogsd into WEILHEIM at 05308 of
the 30th. At OBOOE, the Second 3attelion leading, the 1424 Infantry columns
viare on the move sgoia and, in 2 follow~up rols, reached the bage of the
SAVARIAL Alps st SSCIENIOES (Y»-aSM. the 3scond Bettalion), The First Bat-
talion clesad im et WIKDAT (¥Y-8C03). The Third Baktolion, prevented by a
blevn bridge from reaching its assigned objoctive at KOOHE (Y~7302), ndltad
at ELZIWWILER (Y-5704) instead.

April was = rarse mozmth in ths 1424 Iafantry operuiions. et a battle
sasualdy wag rocordeld. AL [irst hand the men zaw hard-bitisn German soldiogrs
2avit uticr defoal, and knifed casily inte the suppossd JAVARIAN stronghold.
The long roszi from 34LEED o ROIZ %o Iorth ITALY, fron Soubhern FRAIRE to
the Y0S8GJ3, through the SISSFRIZD LIIZ €p the RZEINE, and now 3Jsuth through
GABNAIY was rearly erdad,

(Sketch of the fegiment's opdratlon Tor ths mozmth of April is attached,)
- f . ,v,)
Sy e e vt ot J‘{,ﬁ
RICHARD A. HUFF '

3teff Sergoant, 1424 Infantry
Author
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OP:RATIONS IN GERMANY AND AUSTRIA POR THS PERIOD 1-10 MAY 1945

The Wer in Surope ground to ite inevitable crushing end on & May 1945,
with the 1424 Infentry Regiment hipgh in the Austrian Alps ocompresging German
remnents into a frultleas mountaein retreat. Aware of their fate, the Germans
of fered llttle resistense in the last days, ihe Regiment covering two hundred
(200) miles te search out and ocoupy the last trace of German territory before
ths Italian border. The rescue of famous French persons imprisoned st ITTER
castle and the conduct of surrender nagotia‘hiom with the defeated German
army hiphlighted the period.

on 1 sy, the Regiment, after rolling South from LANDSBERG and WEILEEIM
had reashed the base of the BAVARIAN Alps at ESCHENLOHE, where the Second
Battalion had halted. Other slements were at MURNAU and KILEINMEIL. The
mission of the Regiment had been to follow spearhesding solumng of the 12tk
Armored Divigion which from LANDSBERG had #ncountered no oppesition. The
capturs of INNSHRUCE and Junotion witk Pifth Army troope from ITALY through
EREVHER PASS was near at hand, But while the Regiment faced South, prepared
to move further in that direction, other Sewventh Army troops, coming from the
We st had pessed scross the froot and were well up tho paza leeding to INKSERUCE

0n 2 May recomaissance was begun on the road South from KOCHEL past
WALCHEY SEE, The Third Battalion was ordered to make contact with 103
Divigion alements at MITTENWALD, But this steeply riaing snd narrowly ocone
finsd route was easily blocked by the Germans., A first bridge South of
KOCEEL found blown was by-passed but no way around a second thirty {30)
foot open gap could be determined. Enginsers were put to work to construct
g bridge while foot patrols furthered the recomnaisaamnce South %o VRFELD,
fipding the roed intact but alsc exohanging firs with enpsmy thers.

At evening of 2 May, the Regimentsl Combat Tesm was cocnsolidated in
the viginity of PENZBERG. On the 5 plauns were mpde for a Reglmenbal advanoe
East toward RADSTADT in the pustrian Alps. It was still hop#d to make use
of' the EOCEEL pass rosd to WALLGAU, thence East toward JENBACE, then STRASS,
vhere forces would split ipto two parallel ocolumnse~one Forth by wey of WORGL
and KITZBUHEL, the other South through ZELL A ZELLER~-~to EKITTERSILL, thence
East through BRUCK to $T. JOHANK-I¥-PONGAD,
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Reconnaigsance elaments acoomplished the mission of somtacting 1034
Division South of WALLGAU efter moon of 3 May. A short distance Zast {rom
WALLGAU a bridge was found to bs out, then fivs (E) mores similar obstacles
Tellowing. That evening the reconnaisgance platoon returning was ambushed
moar UIRFELD by 85 troops, who destroyed an M-8 armored car by smbtitank fire
and caused eight (8) casualties including the platoon leader.

With the Regiment dus to begin movement in force up KOCHEL pass at
eerly mrning of 4 March word came at miduight changlng the tacticsl plan.
This was advisable in view of the nmumber of obstacles encountersd in recon-
naigsance. The Dew plan sent the Regiment East through BAD TOLE ard MIBSBACH
to the INN River walley. Its misslon waz to meke relisf of and pass through
elamants of CCR of the 12tk Armored Division whioh had proceeded up stresm
South to a poliot sbowe KUFSTEIN. By late afternoon, after the long seventy
(70) mile drive, EUPSTEIN hed been occoupled and rolisf of 12th irmored Divi-
sion elensnts eccomplished. The Regiment was mow in AUSTRIA. That ovening
at ZZLL, after only token resisgtance, the Second Battelion plocked up three
hundred (300) prisomers. At morning more Germans mstored to our rear ocages
by oonvoy on their own battered transport.

5 May wan to to the last day of fighting and fittingly, a mslodrsmatio
touch was provided by an event of the day. The Third Battelion was blocked
in an offort 4o go Southeast at the fork below XUFSTEIN, first by enemy re-
sistange which was reduced, and again by s blown bridge about half-way to
the junction of the S0LL-5T. JOHARN road. The Second Battellon hed to oweit
£1lling-in of a orater along th® INN wallsy roed South of KUFSIEIN, after
which it moved without opposition to the junmotion of the next main road to
the East.

Here at about moon, a Frenohman, JEAN BEROTRA, famed as a former world
tennis chsmplon, comtacted Second Battallon troops and explaimed that he had
just escaped frox pearby ITTER castla where important Fremh personages had
been imprisommd. Ths Qerman guerd had surrendered to an Amsrisan tank orew
axd four infantrymen (Compeny YEY, 1424 Infantry) durdng the night but in
the morning 85 troops, hearing of this, attacked to regain control of the
oastle, Would the Americans please help?

Companmy "E® was diverted to this mission, and then the whole Second
Battalion. BEROTRA led Company ®G" to the high castle site. Modersie ro-
sigtamoe was quickly oversomoe by Companies "EW and "G, freeing ex-Premiers
{of FRANCE) RDOUJRD DELADYER and PAUL REYNAUD, Generals MAURICE GUSTAVE
GABLIN and MAXIME WEYGAWD, & sister of Oonersl DE GAULLE, and a son of
GEQORGES CLEMENCBAD, ths ®Tiger" of the VERSATLIES Treaty.
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This mission accomplished, the Second Battalion reassembled and was
ordered East toward S30LL and ST, JOHANN. Before SOLL was reamched twn (2)
of the lesding tanks were destroyed by Gorman 8Bmm gun fire at a twn in
the roed. The exchange of fire here was the last of the war with GERMANY,
for simultepsously orders were received to halt in plece, mot to fire unless
fired upon, pending German Army surrender effe¢tive at noon of the &th.

By the time this could be transmitied, the Third Battalion had ologed
in FUGEN (2-1069) and the First Battalion at SCHLITTERS (2-1073). The
Secord Battalion held fast at SCEWENT noar the goen® of the last fighting,

The Reglmental Comnend Post was established at ITTER ocastle. Before
dewn of the éth a representative of the German commander fasing us had come
to arrange & mseting of his Gemsral with Colonmel GEORGE E, LYNCH, 1424 In-
fantry Regimental Comnander. The meeting took place at SOLL at 0800 hours
of the 8th, The German commander Liesutenant Sersral VON HEFGL asked only a
tortative armistice while awaiting orders from higher up., He had no definite
word of the surrender suwh as Colons]l LYNCH hed besn informed and wented
rothing more then a halt in place until further word hed been given him,

Both parties agreed to amother meting upen reoceipt of orders from above.

At 1230 & telephone messape from Division was received glving the terms
of surrendsr as stipulated by the American Sixth Army Group Compender in
accepting the surrender of the German Army Group “G"%. They wére as follows:

1. surrendsr unconditlonal.

2, All arms will be surrendersd inteot and staocked in RER stetions or
commercial highways. Polnts to be desipgnated by loosl commanders.

3. Amunition will be staclked at stipulated places away from the arms -
points alse to bo designated by local commanders.

4, A1 aiyeraft will be left on the ground., Air Corps perscnnel will
remain in pleces.

5. There will be mo destruction of property or wéapons.

6. Allied persomnel will e furmed over +o the Ameriocan forces.

7. toformation will be gilven of major cbatacles in area.

8. All Gorman units will yemein intact under conmtrol of their own of-
ficera with mecs equipment, substantial trensportetion and maimtenance.

8, All looal Amdrican Commanders will prezcribe the mssembly and con-
contration areas. .

10, These terms are gubjest to modificetion by higher headguarters

Upon receipt of a written copy of this order Colonel LYNCE asked for &
gooond meeting with lieutenant Geperal VON HENGL st SOLL at 1830 hours. 4t
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this meeting Lieutenamt Gereral VON HENGL accepted the terms. Detalls of the
assembly of German troops and collection of arma wers worked out. A aignifi-
earnt fact brought out in course of the meeting was that Lieutenanmt General

VON HENGL, & corps comuander, oould now in the crushing defeat of his troops,

only account for sn epproximate total of one thousand two hundred (1,200) men
under his control.

That same evening, Captain CADER C. TEREELL, Regiméntal S-2, with a
party drove to KITZBUEEL, twenty (20) miles into the smemy ™iims", to coxmbtact
German Eeadquartera there, ILieutensnt Geporal VON HENGL'S command dld mot
include this ares. At EITZEVHEL the Germmn commandant, a colonel, was ex-
pocting receipt of surrender instructions from Cerman Firat Army Headquarters.
A meoting of Gemwral (Brigadier) HAUSER, Chief of Staff, Gorman Firast Army,
with folonel LYHCH, for 1000 hours at ST. JOHANN the following morning was
arrangead.

It wag asmumed that Gordral HAUSER would speak with authority for the
German First Army troopa involvad in the 36th Divimion ares of occupation but
at the meeting in the morning more than an hour was oconswrwd without anmy con-
oluaive resulta beceus of the Germen gerdral's inability to ast on his own
initiative and beceunss of the confuasd situation end communications of the
German Pirat Army.

4 third meeting with Lisutenant Geodral VON HENGL followsd immsdiately
aftorward at BLIMAU. The working detalls deocided on at the sscond mesting
had to be entirely revamped as Lieutsnant Gamral VON BEKGL'S command had
been extended overnlght to include ST, JOHANN and EITZBUHEL., This was satins-
factory inesmuch as Lisutenani Gemeral VON HENGL could speak and act author-
itatively and appsared to be earmeatly oooperative, though carefully corrsot
militarily, in complylng with the terms of swrremisr, At the sams meeting
a Garperral KLESS, as repreassntative of Geperalobsrst DESLOCH, who had been
designated commaendsr of the SALZACH valley area to the South, made agrosment
on terms.

Separste points of collection for arms and for munitions, and places
of wsssmbly for German troopa were mappsd out. A time limit--midnight of
the Tth in Lisutenant Gensrel VON HENGL'S area (since the work was already
undsr way in his cese)} end 1500 hours of the 5th in Gemsral DESLOCH'S area--
was sot for complotion of these dotails but allowances for the broken siate
of German transport and communications were considered. Hospitals, of which
theys were ssveral in XKITZBEUHEL snd a large on® in 5T, JOEANN, were to remain
in operation as before. =
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Other particulars wers covered at this final meeting which lasted two
{2) hours. Interssi was aroussd at one stpge when, as ore of the requirements
Colonal LYNCH asked the LUFTHAFFE gemeral to plesr all Garman troops from an
arsa within a two (2} kilometsr radius of EITTERSILL for the purposs of
Amarican bivouse. His mouth open and eyes popplng, the young LUFTWAFFE
General, who formed his spoech with mervous muscular strain, revealed that
the MITTERSILL castle had boven the German High Command Headguarters in the
South since GERMANY had beon split in two. He then attempted to put a
telaphons call through to Fieldmarshal KESSZIRING but learnsd that the high
heedquarters had since departed.

¥oxt day, the B8th,” Amerlican troops, in a day-long convoy, streamsd in to
neeept and comtrol the German swrender. Elements of 141at Infantry oosupied
the mrea Bast to imolude 8T. JOHAWK and EITZBUHEL. 1424 Infaniry Repgimental
gombat Temn motored Bast and then South during ths aftermoon to scenie
SALZBACH walley, ocoupying three (3) troop areas in the vieinity of MITTERSILL,
BIRHELN end HEUKIRCHEK.

On the Bth also, the Rogimantal Intelllgenow and Recomaissance Pistoon
was given the misgsion of guarding the HERMAY GOZRING family at a castle noar
HRUCK. GOERING had surrendered to the Assistant bDivision Commander, Brigadier
Gemsral S5TACK, after mogotiatlions.

Between three and four thousand Germen goldiers, a fipures which wvariad
daily, the bulk of them siragglers and Joose ends from many orpgantsations,
wors in the Regimental arsa of control. A gemsral ssouting-out had to be
made and organization applied, a task that required sll of the time the
Regimsnt remained in the walley.

fefors the surrendsr had bacome effeotive the Reglmental Nilitery
Police hamdled four thousand three hundred nipety~seven (4,397} prisoners
during the first deys of May. Three thousamd (3,000) of these wore ovacuated
to the rear, after proper searohing, in ons twenty-four hour pericd alons,
the Cermens sometime coming in in complete organizations, merely beling
directed to the mwarest collecting point.

Qur owe oasualtiss for the ten«day period amounted to three (3} enlistad
men Xilled im Action and two (2) enlisted men Wounded in Astiox,

o
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Thus & final chapier of World War II with Germany was written by men
of the l42d Infantry. The ¢nd had nmot come suddenly nor was it celsbrated
with wild excitement. Ibs motor march into the SALZACH valley st MITTERSILL
on Victory-ineBurope Day, 8 Mey, was its vietory perade, That night the
lighta shons froely in the valley, and soldier's faces relaxed, the bitter
job now dane, men thoughtfully oaleulating chances of an early trip home.

RICHARD A. HOFP

Staff Sergeant, 1424 Infantry
Auther
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ANNEX TO HISTCRICAL REPORT, 1-10 MAY 1945

The Iiberation Qf French Notables From ITTER Castle, 5 May 194G

The Regiment errived in the XEUFSTEIN, AUSIRIA area during afterncon
of 4 Eay 1545 and relieved elaments of Combat Sommand "R", 12th Armored
Division there, heaving the mission of continuing the attack southward in
the INN Riwver Vallasy.

At 18500 hours, a German Major contacted our Second Battalion at EUF-
STEIN, and explained that a gerrizon under his command at ITTER Castle,
near WRGL, spproximately ten (10) miles South, was prepared to surrender
te the smericans upon the arrival of gmericen troops at the Castle. How-
ever, retreating Germans under snother command, were located near the Casile,
and might be inclined to oppore the surrendsr of the Castle garrison.

One (1) platoon of Company "E™ with seven (7) tanks--five (5) of at-
tached 753d Tank Hattalion, two (2) of 12th Armored Division--left EUFSTEIN
and, less two (2) tanke left bshind when & bridge gave cut emrouts, reached
WRGL after dark and set up a defense there. At 2200 hours, unbeknowmst to
Battalion or Regimental Headquarderas, ons {1} tank with a 12th Armored Divi-
slon Captein in charge and four (4) Company “E* infantrymen, guided by the
German Major, moved on up to ITTER Cestle past many Germen transports and
troops on the road, and ascepted the surrender of the castls, Anticipating
interferonce from Germar troops in the vieinity, a defense was posted during
the night, the German gerrison of about fifteen (15) men that had surrendersd
also being utllized. .

ITTER Castle was situated on & high knoll with bluff sides one-half (%)
mile Bast of WRGL. The castle was an old store structurs, four (4) storsys
high with a suwrmounting squere towsr. It was resched only by a narrow road
which crossed a deep depression on a stons bridge, passed under twos {2} emall
archways snd entered a walled courtyard at the castle door. Another enclosed
space at the rear oompleted the castle grounds, an srea lesa than normal deck
space of a medium-zired ocean liner. The ateep descending alopes on ell sides
and & thickly wooded covering afforded excellent protection,

Tpon learning what hed happened during the night, the German troops
eround the ogestls opened fire upon it beginning mt 0800 hours in the morn~
ing. With sn 86mm entitank gun firing from a railroad tunnel they both
shelled the oamstle and knocked out the American tank which had parked to
covar the entrance at the tridge., jgmerican and German soldiers within the
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castle, fighting side by side, and several of the French notebles too {men-
tion was afterward made of DELADIIR'S return to the castle arsenal several
times to replemish his eumunition) warded off attempts of the German troops
outside to come in upon them,

Company "B", which had closed into WORGL during the morming, was diverted,
when Regiments) Headquerters learned of the presence st ITTER Castle of a
party of French political prisoners conslsting of REYNAUD, ebe., from WRGL
to open the route to the castle end rescue the beseigsd. Two (2) enemy
machine guns opened fire from the hill on the right shortly afier elements
had starisd out of town., Tank fire was brought to bear upon them and silenced
the guns. After being sniped at while advancing & halfemile further up the
main road, the coltmn turned off onto the trail leeding up to the castle.
Resistance increased.

Yeanwhile, during the morming, from within the castls, one of the
Frenchmen, JEAN BSROTRA, famed temnnis player, had disgpudsed himself in
shabby civilian olothes and slipped dowm through the surrounding hostile
Germans. Though occasionally aniped ai, he played the part of g poasant
munching a piece of tread and chesse without ooncern end succesded in hob-
bling his way until making oontact with our Second Battalion near WORGL.
There he informed them of the situation at the castle and offarsd to guide
s rescuing perty to the castle. Company *G" had elready bepun, in conjunc-
tion with Company ®E's"™ misslon, to close on the castle from the opposite
direotion., BEROTRA'S offer was accepied end he accompanied leed elements
of the company in the attack. Compeny "G" waded a swift Tlowing stremm at
the base of the castle hill, leeving its tanks behind, Several enemy machine
guns end antomatic weapons were encountered in the ascent through deep woods
on the slope. Four (4) of the onamy were killed and twelve {(12) captursd
without = caesualty to Company "G", when word was recsived that Company ©"E®
was in the castle,

Company "E", advancing up the Castle road, had overpome spotty resis-
tance, killed six (6) and ceptured sixty (60) of the enemy, dastroyed one
(1) helf-track and ssveral cargo trucks.

In some of the last shoobting the German Major within the castle was
killed.

The Frencimen, twice freed, were overwhelmingly jubilant. The prisoners
who had been at the Castle for an average of two (2) ysars included ex~ Pre-

miers DELADIER and REYNAUDD, Generals GAVELIN and WEYGAND, a sister of General
DE GAULLE and a son of CLEMENCEAU. General WEYGAND said the GI's could have

~SEGRET-
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anything they wanted in all of FRANCE. DELADIER was all smiles, posed for
plotures with his femilier black hat, REYHAUD, a little more regerved, was
neverthaless extremely happy. BREROIRA bounded about from person to person
with all the agllity of his former temnls days.

W.thin g couple of hours, after pieture teking and due celebration,
the party hed packed and dressed for departurs, and a waiting Militery
Govermont .officer escorted them off in five {5) American jeaps towsrd
IUNSERUCK.

Conduct 0f Surrender Negotiations, 6-8 May 1945

The Eeglmental Command Post was established at ITTHR Custle while the
Socond “Battelion reorganized snd pushed on up the roed toward SOLL. Before
SOLL was reached, however, at & turn in the road, the Germans opsned with
surprise "88" antitank fire tc disabls two (2) lead tanks, This skirmish
was the last of the war. As the Second Battalion halted in preparation for
an atteok to reduce the strongpoint word was simultaneously recsived ordsring
all troops to remein in place and not to firs unless fired upon. 8ixth gmy
group hed accepted the surrender of German Army Group "G¥, to be effactive
at 1200 hours of the 8th--noon the next day.

Accordingly, instructions were dispatched to all elamsnts immediately.
Night soon came, with troops holding their positlions,

Bafore davn at 0400 hours, & Germen officer emxdsery appearsd at ITTER
tastle urgontly requesting that the smerican gormender meet with the German
commander at a neutral location betwsen the lines., The Gastheus at SO0LL,
just beyond the pmerican outpost, was designated, The time; 0900 hours.

Colonel GIORGE B. LYNCH, Rogimental Comnander, snd his perty anticipatbed
that the German commander would meke s formal gesture of surrender. But the
German commander, a Iieutsnant General VON HENGL, arropant at first, wanbed
only en srmistice to awalt developments of ths report of surrender he had
haard solely by radis (and knew was inevitable, anyway). Both parties agrosed
to the armistice end to contacting eech other upon receipt of definite in-
structions from higher hesdquarters. ]

Colonel LYNCH returned to ITTER Castle, then went on an inspsetion of
troops ferther South in the INN Valley. Troops at their scenic austrisn
posts, relaxed oasily, knowing that something was astir, confident thet 1t

was for their good.
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buring afternoon a %rue copy of the surrendsr terms as stipulated by
Sixth Army Group Headquerters to German Army Group "G" was received at ITTER
Castle, Colonel LYNCH called for a second meeting at SOLL st 1830 hours.

The Anerican party errived st the S0LL roedhouse a few minutes before
the designated hour. Soon General VON HENGL drove up in en open top eivilien
touring car, got out, took a few steps toward Ceptain CADER C. TERRELL, pide
to Colonel LYNCH waiting st the enirance, exchanged a snappy ermy salute, and
entered the conference room.

The Germen commander egreed to the terms, though he stil} had not re-
ceived further word from his own hesdquerters, Working details were then
covered in detell specifying the concentration of German troops and collsc-
tion of arms and munitions. At the conclusion, General VON HENGYL declined
%o discuss political implications with regard to concentration cemps,
atrocities, ete. He was a soldier, not s politiecimn, With the disclosurs
that his ocommand, a Germen grmy Corps, hed dwindlied o a pitiful twelve
hupdred (1200} troops, by desertions, surrenders and casualties. during the
retreat, his pride vanished and the stiff arrogance declined. Gegeral VOX
HENGL was ordered to complete the collesction of troops and munitions by
2400 hours of the following day,

Theat ssus avening Captein TERREIL, with a perity, was ordsered $oc contect
Germen Headquarters st EITZBUHEL. General VON HENGL'S command did not in.
cluds thet mres.

The %wo (2) Americen jeeps, proceeding under white flag, halted at the
German putpost, a gesoline station at the main road intersection beyond SOLL.
While arrengemente were made for an escort guide, German and Ameriosn soldiers
talked e littls amongst themselves. The Germans remembered SXLESTAT where
the 142d men had fought sgainst them in Dacember. The Germans sdmitted the
jeep was a good cer but ®used too mueh gesoline™.

In the feding eveming light the three (3} vehicles traveled the wind-
ing road towerd KITZEUHEL, There wes much activity behind the German line -
troops in bivoumc aleng the rosd, dilapidated transport cerrying their last
londs, many staff cars heading eastward. A commotion greeted the perty at
BT, JOHANN where n concentration of German grmy Headguarters troops milled
in the streets and town squarse, many celebrating last destes with their girl
friends. It was now fully dark., Germen Military Pollce stiffly directed
the party onto the South road to KITZBUEEL.

At EITZBUHEL the German headquarters was looatsd in s store on the
main street, Blackout still covered the laerge plate glass window, They
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asked if gnerican planes might now have concluded operations. It was
thought so. The Germens were in a gordial mood tut wondered intensely
what would become of them. After mwhile the town commsnder, s colonel who
had assumed command only a few days earlier, arrived, Hs sppeared to know
very little gbout his oommand, except to state that conditions were very
erowded, the normal population of six thousand (6,000} having swslled o
near seventy thousand (70,000) by the influx of refugees, stragglers and
army cesuslties. It was a hospltal town. Army hospital trains remeined
in the reilrosd yerds ssrvicing the wounded as there was no romm within
town. BSince the German Colonel could msake no definite oommitment, a mest-
ing of the German First Army Chlef of Staff with Colonel LYRCH the follow
ing morning at 8T. JOHANN, wes arrangad. :

At 1000 hours of the next dey (7 May) when the smerican party arrived,
a cordon of Germen Mllitery Pelice was drawn ln a circle at the public sguare
" in §%. JOHAWN. The party was directed to a building st one cormer. FPresently
ths German General HAUSER en unimpressive littls man, arrived. Courtesies
wore exchanged but Colonel LYNCH declined a proffersd handsheks from the
Gorman General, Seats weore teken on oppogite sides of the room by the two
parties, Mors then an hour was conisumed without any oonclusive results be-
cause of the German Gemeralts inability to mot on his own initistive and
becauss of the confused situalion and communicstions of the Gormen First

Army.

A third meeting with Iieutenant Generel VON EERGL followed immedl ately
aftorward at ELIMAG., The working details decided on at the mecond meeting
had to be entirely revampsd as lisutenant Ceneral VON EENGL'S commend had
bean extended overnight to include 8T, JOHANN and KITZEUHEL. This was sat-
igfaotory inssmuch as Iieutenant General VON HENGL could speak and act
authoritatively and appesrsd to be earnestly cooperative, though carefully
corract militarily, in complying with the terme of surrendar. At the same
meeting a General KLESS, as representative of Generaloberst DBSIOCH, who had
boen desiguated commander of the SALZACE Valley area to the South, mads
agroament on terms.

Separate points of collection for arms and for munitions, and places
of assembly for German troops wore mapped out., A time limit-emidnmight of
the 7th in Lisutensnt General VON HENGL'S area (sinoe the work was already
upder way in his case) snd 1500 hours of the Bth in Genersl DESLOCE'S arsa~-
was set for completion of these detalls but allowances for the troken state
of German transport and communications were oonsidersd. Hospitals, of which
there wore several in EITZBEUHEL and e large one in BT. JOEAKE, weore to remein
in operation as befors.
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Other perticulers were cevered at this finsl mesting which lasted two
{2) hours. Interest was aroused at one stage when, as one of the require-
ments, Colorel LYNCE asked the LUFTUAFFE general to clear all Germsn troops
from an ares within a two (2} ldlometer radius of MITTERSILL for the purpose
of Americen biveouac. His mouth open end eyes popping, the young LUFTHAFFE
Generel, who formed his speech with nervous musculer strain, revealed that
the NITTERSILL Castle had bean a part of the German High Commend Headguarbers
in the South since GERMANY had been split in two. He then attempted to put a
talephone call through to Fleldmarshal KESSEIRING but learned thet the high

hesdquarters had since departed.

Next dey, the 8th, gmericen froops in & day-long convey, siremed in to
accept and control the German surrender. German soldiers stood by at their
collecting polnts, and Austrian familles linsd the front of their homes, all
watohing silently, if not ewesomely, at this military spectacle., Elanents

¢ of l4lst Infantry Regiment ocoupled the eres Emst to include ST, JOEARN and
KITZEUEEL. 142d Infantry Regimental Combat Team motored Bast and then South
during the afternoon to sceniec SALZBACE Valley, ocoupying three {3) troop
areas in the vicinity of MITTERSILL, BICHEILN and NEUEIRCHEN,
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CEEATIONS IV 5520 &Y FOR TIZ LOIT OF JUNE 1940

The lst of June found the It
of the | ITDIVISIY and FCHILE T
ing tha ;ilitwry “overmesnt.

riment still in ocoupetional conmtrol

% Lendkreises in 3C7ADSH, support-

ke trcops wore zetiled in a semi-garrissn type of seldiarineg,
In edéition to Juties of ocoupation, Snarding and policing, s light
trojnine prorram waz conductude 4 Sroad sports sctivity wes orgenized,
rarimantal softball ond vollsybaell leesuss comtinued, snd swimming
pools ir the Terimental und 3atiel’on aress comtinued to operate for
ti® seldiers' use,

tnt o i3th of Juns uhs Tersimant wes relieved by e2lements of +
32 h Infantry Jivisi-n and D3v:n o motor movement to a new arem seutl"-
west of VLI, Termony. 7The Jecinent assumed responsibility of sectiouns
of two hm:ﬁ:ralseq a‘*o“" the Damuca end Tller 7ivers after complsting
the rali:? of elemonts of ths 100th Tofemtry Divisiom The mast dif-
fiecult provien thet coafrontsd the lepiment in this ares wes the actions
of spprowimately 600 ussiens in SCIELXLINGEY, Due to leck of the moro
neeassities of life, they g-thered ip groups in the smell towns swroung-
in- and comauitted -«cts ol loot azd terrorized the Cerman civilians,

The 15t Batt.lion wes ~iven the resporsibility of organizirm the
c~roup of husclens and estoblisiing law and ordsr. The locel Surjer-
meister wes contmcted and 3 fuod retion of 2100 cslories per day was
provided, Billats were laspected frecuently by mediecal prrsomel. 4
fow lice-ridden cas2s wera uncoverad snd combated apasinst by thorough
spraying of t:8 individuals .ad their guarters with the DUT disinfec-
tent. Arms found ia th2ir posszescion were co . lechted and svacuated
tiarouch the propor c’narrels. Gy tne end of the momth arrangements hed
bzen conpleted Tireurh A3 for the ev:: cuation of tha Dlspleced Persons
to tusgsie, and the smujor nooblems with them were solved.

A perimant 1 swerd ceremony wes held on 21 June to present awards
to soldisrs for herolsm cnd gjellantry during combzt oparstions. The
following awsrds wore prasentads

pistinpuishad Service Qross 1
Ltericn of lerit 1

BUDLTLE S AT Tup Ty s 4 g i




py ¥.B/75 et NAIA . LALE fortn fouis ) 1 - o

STar s8dels 38
Fter [edaels 39

< month of June also conbinusa re.sploymont Tor porsomnsl of the
a+iment, The veterens ol the Italr, ¥r.nce, fermmy s2d pustrisn cem-
neitng werd beli: trpnsferrsd to other units sched l:d for redenloyment
to the Unitsed States. “cllowin. is *he number of 0P igers and men trans-
ferr2d Irom the regiment oiins June:

UF I3 L, dalo JASTIRATICY
12 15 Jnua TEE% einor ceaint Depot
150 27 Juns 33d Ini‘antry ;n.vision
7 150 20 Jume 834 Infantry Division
5 250 32 Jun2 83d Infoxtry Divisien

I 4 end . 3, sctivities

o

Frensrotions for 4rne inmavwrur 1 dsy of the Zatvalicn end 3eperate
%o pony Viit Schools were harun in the e irly part of Juns by spnoinding
M1 ting duty Battelisn I snd 3 0l2iicers cho coniuctzd a survey o dee
tormine im vha susjects the mon were interested. Th: results of the
sducational Intera-t Survsy were sorpiled snd from this compllation plans
wera secun bto g9staulish the 'ait Fohools,

A nesd Tor en wraney from i

be dissaminated to el members o

feb Tegimint-l news and activities could
thd commind was solved by replacing the

g

fovate naws shret Tormerly slilsd cnd dist-3i uted in sombet, witk g four

pai- peper, the Motwte tevier, Tie Pirst issus was primted at 5157
Ferm vy, end distrisutea torou lout te beprimsnt on 27 Juns,

o]

iy

Oz the 25th June some 55 men repregentin- oracticelly every conreny
in the “egiment were somrresabsd in s sehoclrouse in QIERSET 7500 to
fin deily four nouwr classes in tne Friacirles of Zazie Znelish snd
;,;*1“3.':‘ tie. This was tnhe Mirst atiempt of the T snd 3 Seetien to elim-
ingte illitsrecy irom ths Derim:nt. Tasts were riven and the men were
placsd in three sepsrats classes to admicister to thuir needs for =
readin~, writing and erifimetic Imowled s compercble to a prammar school

aducation,

On tie Qompany level the Griantutioﬁ Hour was stepped up to five
hours & week and Company I end 3 Officers and enlisted assistants devet-
2d that time teo informing their men about the sisnificent incidents in
the world concernins politics, war, socislory and edusstion,
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ta onth retvio newies were shoun weally with

Aanes of &% Thousend troops. .30, shows and L. .0

Ly sema 5300 soldiars.  about twenty Dav toons, tirse

. aduis war2 extsblishad in the er'montal
“isont.i owo . leyorll sud wofttoll lesgus cam3s nlsyed “otalled

iR, i oe~iment was talning 21l svailatle mamsures to brosden

3 prosram of the indiviinal soldisr,

sadz i and Sporks

ot
L3 e
L)
"3

3scurity

soon anterin th: LI oand o

43 Landbroises ruard posts siresdy

Rl
sty lihed oy the 1J.th Inlontry 3Jivision om cartoin war meteriael =nd
fosd stora e dumps ware Yalen over by owr troops. i canvas of ths ontirs

Thz followins i - 1l.b o ememy meterial snd equivment locst2d in the
3

3
sren was i.owéiletsly inastitutad to uncever hidden or uoreportad itams.
a
Varimoni 1l owrogyg

LOCATIOL D850 FSal L0 w QUITS

J35T Jrahouzs - 150 bales (leswss sod wieds Tor ;ad-
L4 0.8 g ieinsl us2); tool shep for auto repmirs; 200
{v.n352532) arrels rosing 50 bags rozen; 1200 barvels oil
{selizved coolting olil - is not motor oil); 100
bars spiees {cimnemon, perper, cloves); 25 baps
flex ses=d; 330 hsor leaves gnd herbs,
(y-171832) *lidsr hengor = puarts ol rliders sni slider.
ALLET LTiiil 20 olJ rifles and shot runs. ferman bazooks -
(x-7247) locetze in schoolbouss,
-uciine shep for maiding airvlene parts; 100 swork
suits; 130 pair soeks; 100 troussrs and Jackets.
Jastle UL Sl ald 2 larra rooms o mussum pieces fronm mussum in
{5972} 37T e Y. {Drums, shislds, idols, statues, upe
ale,, inrz, furpitws). One lerge room of
miw cw0uning, tolts of msterial; one room of rupse

#ll Jrom storss in VIN, Cne rcom Termen irmy fur-
mture (£7 uoutle wull lockers, 21 tablos).

mids iwweitiry is es of 13 June 1945 whea we hed
warde o1 zastle,  Singe then Vilitery Sovermment
aas tonan I over od mav heve moved sems of the

antarial,

L]
Lk
1
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on 3chullsr st., Truek festory for Zerman Uilitary wehicles. “ombed

g o reonal It., vut 07 of equipment is in oporstional condition.

Vil Yow repairing vehicles for Filitsry Govermuent. Te-
vair & or 4 veldcles por dsy with 12 civillan em-
=loveas,

sollinger 3t., Large fuetory e¢ngd warshouss built sround larse sguare,

o of Tetar Sclnidt the north wing bsdly demsped by bombs. =ast wing con-

5., GLE teing mschins shops which formerly rebuilt and repeir-

ed small arms, at pres:nt comitted by AMG to repair -
work for railway. Cpersted by former civilien ownsrs.
Contains aprroximately the following:

5437 ALH3

500 go Keehdns Suns, 3rede, Vod 37 Fome, 193B-XV]
1100 Zs barrels for above machins guns
500 #e zesine Guns, 1924 XNod 29
1800 98 barrels Tor sbave Wacidine Guns
1000 e rifles, Eemburg, wod 1908, 1916 & 1817
§50 Za rifles, Stezsr, od 1395, 1396 & 1900
200 3m m:chinme runs, Ferstel ifod, Belpium. Also
larpe mixed lots of Kachine Gun end rifle parts,
sustrian, Spsnish, Itelisn, British, Amerigen and
Rusgian rifles, Small amounts of Hachine Cun ame-
med tion sesitored ghout rlace,

IR T Gl LV O

TOLTE TLEG
At et

Althouzh oedly demaged by bombs, two rooms contein
& saddls repeir shop which in {turn contains wvarious
gndilerts tools of urnknown description and some sed-
dles in a bad state of repsir. Another large Toom
eonteins « lerce amount of sipgnal equipment, rsdie
recsivinr s:ts, ete; also in s very bad condifion.

w537 NING:

This wing has several rooms thet contain Signal
aquipment that is mo more than jumk, as it has been
destroysd by persons unknown. Alse several rooms
conteining the following:; short cebles, rolls of
wirg and iasuletors,
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