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HEPORT OF OOMBAT, 636th TD Battalion 2
Operstion = iwelanche A T v
Period Scpt 1, 1543 to 0800 Sept 20, 1943, N

CALINDAR EVENTS: . 9E LIF3

"

: At 0030 hours the S-1 was ordered to report to "ea‘mnrters
Sixth Corps Staging Area and there receive ordera for embarkation tiet ~armirg,
Details to ride the Hugh 7illlamson and David Caldwell were to eniruck ot 0E30, 1
thoea mding the James Woodrow were to entruck at 0915, and those riding She
Duchess of Dedford entrucked at 1130, The Battalion was loaded in that mapner
on the » orming of September 1, 1943 and that afternocn moved out into %ihe Culf
of Oran to mmit the lpading of the rem=inder of the convey. {

Saptember 2

The Battalion layed at anchor in the Gulf of Oran.

K .

September 3: The convoy left the Qulf of Oran at 1515 hours nroceeding
sastwrd along the north coast of Africa.

-

: The convoy errived at the harbor of Bizerte, Tunisim zt 1200
hours, BDuring a forty~five mimute attack by enemy planes starting ct 2137 hours
three men were wounded necessitating their evmcuation.

3eviember 2: The convoy left the harbor of Bizerte at 120C hours.

Japtomber 10: At 0220 hours depth charges were dropped by onc of the 3ritish
Corvettes off cur starboard bow. Later 1t wmas reported that one Gorman ubmerine
had been mumni, At Dusk on the same day, a Corvette and two destroyers dromped

fourteen depth charges about 1000 yards to ocur starboard. !0 report of results
was recsived.

: At 0900 houra our convoy approached the Culf of 3olermo and
at 0930 hours there mas an enemy air attack during which an American cruiser was
hit snd damaged. There were repeated air attacks during the day end night,

t The eir attacks contimied, About half the Battalion succeedad
in debarcing on the beach at Paestum and moved into an assexbly area about five
miles from the beach ((26,7-08.0) Sheet 200/ Map 1:50,000), At 1000 the Battalion
Commandar received orders to make a reconnaissance ror ouy first combat misaion
and the reconnaissance was completed that afternoon.

-@¢9 ~hb

: At 0700 the Battalion Commander formed a provisional oompany
couposed of t welve U-10's to carry cut plane made during the previous night, At
3930 the Battalion Commander and the S-2 laft the assembly area and mowed with
twelve deatroyers to the combat area., The Battalion was notified at 153C that a
tank attack mas expectsd south of Persano at the junction of the Calore Hver
and F. la Cosa Creek 2nd apprupriate positions were taken. At 1230 the runger
platoon reconncitered and ocecupied positions on the bank of P, La Cosa Creek,
Sgt Garland.G, Fuwphrey of Company B wes killad at mwmr:ngmentsm:ing
and air reid and Fvt Joseph D, Ventresos, Company B, wan serioualy wounded by i
straffing. During the 13th the ships contimed to unlud and twelve more
destreysrs were ready for sotion by the following moming.

-/ 9F

At 003 the Battalion Commander was apprised of a dangerous - |
ritmtion and the twelve N=10's which ware received frem the chips the previems :
day were aspigned a sector about 1500 yardes in width and at 0130 they were muided
to their positions, During most of the day the Battalicn was under ocnsiderable
artillery fire aid some mall amms fire. Sompsny B Imecked out seven tanks dwr- ;
ing the Ay and Compaxy C destrvyed seven tanks, Company C alsc desirored one ". !
asmonit{on vebicle, Pyt 1 ol Selvatore V. Vinoi, Cowpary C, ves killed. Ten A
Mm-nfmnﬂnu“niﬁ&hdmmmm»m i
glves the miaslon of mnﬂ.u the Mfth waudqnuhn.




brom- e Fidnis i i o il puigi ot period. Our formard
observera reported a &lreot bit on one of the snemy tanks which urst into
flames, Urtillery fire contimmed to fall on our podtion- throughout tha day,

t The enemy shelling of cur positions contimued and Gompany B
fired an indrect fire misglon on Persanc, During.the afterncon a B Company !
destroyer wmas struck by enemy fire and began to urm. The fire was extingvish- '
#d by the Platoon Conmandsr and the Plateon Sergeant before any sericus damage i
resulted and the deatroyer was put back in metion in a short tine,

t At 0100 our intelligsnce reported a dawn attack by the emeay -
wag {mminent., All destroyer crews ware alsrtad and plans made to mass Tire !
on the enemy, Cur destruyers wers to coordinate their fire with that o2 the :
645th TD Bn, The anticipated attack by the anemy was never launched, '

3aptenter 12: During the morning of September 18th patrol zetivtiy eontim-
od by our Ceconnaigsance Company and the Battalion fired some indirect fire
mlssions with the targets in and near Persano, That afterncon the 3atta’ion
Commander led certain elements of the Reconnalszance Company into Altawi™ln, on
a reconreissance misaion for the Division Commander, Yo enmemr reajstance ves net
and the Eattelion Commandsr reported to the Divisien Commander that it wms cafe
to move troopa into the town, Two German Prdsoners were taen b ~ur
Reconnalsecance Company,

Septepbey 19: Cn the morning of September 19th the Battalien Commander
led slements of the Reconnalssance Company on a reconnalssance of ilc aren I }
and arotind rcrranc, o enerty resistance wag found in thds cyen o7 e
Division Commander maa n-otified that {ioops eccvld sefely be meved v T2 ¥ o0
area, ivoins e nicht ¢ lertember lf't’* and P0th z2ix desl ro """ o7 Tovapr O k
were moved ic nositicns beck of the 14lst In“antry io suprost .-cr. Laon oo

olorier 137 A OI00 Cermpary © res eezirred to Fifth drmrs zs ceevili) Tor

the Filth lrmy Headquarters avd the remainder of the TZattalicr s Cdetcelcd “ren
the 3&th Tivision and asgignec as Corps trcops in Corps reserve,

; MAP REFERENCE: Ttaly, 1:150,000.

Attached asncres:

_—— ——

1, Cwverlay of positions, :
2, Cooy of Unit Journal, '
3, TFersonnel casualities during period cof battle,
4. Vehicular casunlities during period of battle,
5, Ynemy casualities caused by 636tk TC 8n cduring perlec of Tinitle, \
6. Gecommencations for awards, )
!
For the “attelion Commandex: i
TEAGLT L, IUCSE i
Captain,Infentry

CPFICI.L: Adjutant ,

Mﬂ”‘/r"- WML

-\;0

REAGY ™ L. DV2CZE
Captain,:nTantry
o Adjutant




AMIEX NO, 3

CASUALTY REPORT
HEADQUARTERS COMPANT

u yeptember 1943

WU DD ’
i Sgt Robert lf. Haunilton, 2081LL478, - glightly wounded by shrapnel.

- MEDICAL DETACIBENT

21 September 1943

WOUKDRED
Pvi Hgmond it Rand, 3239718k, - seriously wounded by mine explosion.

COLPAWY MAM
v Sepiember 1943

AOU_DID
techn iith Gr yenry (1) Royuwk, I7ilw$il, - Siightly wounded by shrapnel
) in right leg,
Techn sth nr Charles ¥, Trumbo, 15116060, - sliginily wounded by shrapnel
in rijit leg.

1 septocber 1943
5.0 0¥ A Adems, 38030201, - slightly wounded by shrapnel.

Trefel vehonr fynn B didls, 20810090, < sligitly wounded by shrapnel.
Ve Loel Freni: ((77) resiba, 37115563, - Slisitly vounded by shrapnel.

LOLEATY Hpe '
13 3eneomber 1G03 T
ITLLERD

500 Trland Ge tumphrey, 38037412, - shrapnel from encmy bomb.
- september 1543

i

it s )
rPvt Jjoseph D. Veniresca, 31257410, - slizhtly wounded by shrapnel in
left foot,
17 3zpiember 1943
Pvi Lowls ("7 Flloteo, +b02L360, - 5lisHily wounded in chest by
vehicle vhile in foxhole,

copy ooy
1l 3epierber 19L3

LD
JACTIL Th ar deer e . Pobber, 2wl ul, - ¥illed by siranaecl.
vt Locl selvatore UL ined, 2205032, - willed by enery surafins oo {
oo "ir.
1' santesbter 1563

20D
- L, TR .
Avi 1 el Tarl A, surgz omy 20300270, - 3lifhily wounded by shrapnel,
1 Septesboer 1943

KIS Yo
Gi 5 b mrend Te sarlpt, J0u0zéo P Sli htly wounded in vehicle accident.

St 1oel Fronedc Al tummys, 32375034, - Slisntly vounded by shropnel.

ii 3ostesbar 173

3.0 Allixs Al Jones, JOC2Ruse, - SBiLtly woundad %o chwrannel,




9/13/83 B
9/15/4> B
S/IN/AS By
9/1k/43 0
9/14/45  Hq
9/15/43 ¢
9/i5/43 Hq
9/i6/85 ©
/17743 ©

ANNEX NO. &

¥-10 Truck Thrown Bettalion
Huintenance
¥=10 Tracsk Thrown Babtaliom
Muintenance
Half-Track Treok Thrown Under Fire
H=~10 Escaps Hatoh Under Fire
Blom
3/8 Weapens Bummed Replaced
Caxrrier
N-10 Escaps Hetoh Battaliom
Blown . Mapt enance
2 Ton Broken Axle .756th Ordnance
M~10 Daxaged by Battalion
shell fire Maintenace
M=10 Hotor Troaublefattalion
Maintenance

9/13/43
9/15/43
9/14/43
9/16/43
9/15/43
Y7 16/43
9/16/43
9/L1/43
/18743




/1 /A5 | Destroysd ssven Hu-h:\I‘f Tenkts - '

9/14/43 0 Destroyed. seven Mark IV Tenks *
Destroyed 1 Amsmnition Vehisle
9/15/43 B Destroyed 1 Mark IV Taok
ANIEX NO. 5
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HTADQUARTERS \‘5351211 TAIK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO #3 ] Uo S. AW .

2l septembor 19113

Subject: Recommendation for the award of t..e Silver Star.

To t ‘'The Commanding General, “ifth army, APO #A47h, U.5. army. (Thru
: Channels)

l. It is recommended that the Silver Star be awarded the following
named enlisted mans ZDWIN A. YOST, 371L6627, Sergeant, Co nCt 636th Tank
Destroyer Battalion

2. During the day of September 1l, 1943, Sergeant Vout, destroyer

cormznder, moved his destroyer to a position under direct iire of enery

tanks and small arms. rrom that position, the tank destroyer creow destroyed
five enemy tanks and one armunition truckc by firing only six rounds of
armunition.s In so doing, a grave menace Lo the a&fet" of american troops
was removed, Sergeant Yostts quick taninking and rwnedy action in esvsing
the tank destrogyer to be moved into tne upnn in the inee of sich odls w-z 2
display of courage and deteriination and was an inu;iration to the usen under
his command. His actions reflect the firest .raditionsz of tie irmed Forecs
and were above and beyond the call of duty.

3+ Sergeant Yost, at the time of the action uﬂecwlbﬂd, waz
destroyer cou.ander, 2nd Platoon, go "gh 630th vank Destroyer ©: i
The undearsipned was nresernt during t.e ?culon.de-crloca ard eartifies that
ne was an eye witas=ss to the ;ercic accomnlisiments :

::1 S‘-J

L. Sergeant Yost iz at oresent tenic desiroyer coritander, in the 2nd
Platoon, Compamy ngHw 3uth “anic Destroyer n-tt-liomn.

5« Sergeant Yostt's entire service from the tine Lo wre inducted into
rederal 3ervice, February 2i, 19h2, to tie nresent iine, 1as been honorshle
Present address, and address at the itime of induction; ;oruam, Kancn&.

TP wer 3
Wawiv thw -

Lt. col,

0orT"E *d.r”
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TLADQU VITTRS 630th TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO #306, U, 8, Aty

2l septecber 1943

Subject: necommec:dation for the award of the silver Star.

To s The Comanding General, Fifth army, Apo #M7L, U. S. Ay, ('I'hrﬁ
Channels)

le It ic recommended that the Silver Gtar be awarded the followlng
nascd enlistod mang  ALVIY B.Q. JOUNSON, 20005648, Technicisn 5th Grade,
Co #gn O30th Tank Destruyer Battalion,

2. Turine the gy of September 1, 1943, Tochnician 5th Grade Johnson,
ginner in a tan: dostroyer, assisted in movin; his destro,er to a position
under dircct fire of eneny taniis and small arms, m that position he
destro er five cueny tanis and ono ammundtdion truck by firing only six
rounds of acumunition. In co doing a grave menace to the safety of aAmerican
troops was removed., ils quick thinking and speedy action in destroying
tie enany taniis was a display of courage and determdnation that reflects
the finest traditions of the Armed Forces, ami were gbove and beyond the

call of duty.

3s Technician 5th grade Johnson, al the time of the action descriwed
was asuigned as gun.cr in a tank desiroyer of the 2nd platoon, (o WGt 636th -
Tanik Dusuruyer Bati dlone _

ke Techniciap Sth Grade Johnson, is at present assigned as gumer
in Compary ng® u30th Tank Destroyer Battaliom.

Se Technician 5th Grade Joinsonts entire service from the time he was
inducted into the Federal Service with the Texas latiional Guard, November 25,

1940 o tue present time, has been homorable. Present home address, and
addrzss atv the time of inducitions ute 42, Granbury, Texas.

VAN ¥. PYLAND
Lte 001‘. Infantry
g .
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HEADQUARTERS 4364k BARK SIHYMRODER BATPALICN
Bo Anmy

2 Seplomber 193

Subjest: Rectmmmdaticn fer the axasd of the Silwer Jters
Ta ' mca-;na-ga—-d. Fifth apmy, AO AuTh, Ue e .0y (Timu

It is resoussnded that the Silver o beo awmrded the Colloring
31, -rivate lsl, Co 0"
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of agticn deseribod, was a driver

L

of the
e :Tivate lal O'Brran &t the .
»

¢ tank destraywr, of the 2nd .latémn, cn 636th Tank Dastrqyer Datislion,

.h .rivate lel OBryan i3 abt reseent a driver of a tank destrarer in
Co ¢t u36kh Tank Desteqrer Batiallome

Se -rivate lol OfBryan's entire servioce fram tis tioe boe was induotod
toto the Federal Service am July 15, 1942, to tie resent time, has bom
resent sddroes and

honarehlae
llew laven, Zeatugiy.

R R

’)

akirese at time of indugtiomm: Route J1,
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IZADQUARTRRS 636th TARK DESTHOYER. BATTALION
APO #306p U, 8, ARy ,

2l soptamber 1903

Subjoct; Recommendation for tho award of the Silver Star.

To t The Commanding Ganeral, Fifth Azo #47h, uU,s. Thru
4011 3 » AITYY 5 y USe ATmy (T

le It is recoimoxded that the Silver Star be awarded the fo
naned enlisted mang  CLAUDS H, STOKSS, 30463181, Priwvate, co 7g® 036th Tank

De.troyer Battolion,

2. During the day of sep aiber 1, 1943, privata stokes, assigbant
guwer in a tank desuroyer, assisted in moving the dostroyer to & position
under diroct fire of aneny tanks and small armse. yom that position the
tank destiroyer crew destroyer five enexy taks and one rzmniginn truck by
firing only &l rounds of smmndtlon. In so doing, a grave menace to the
s.fely of Aperican troops wau ramveds pPrivate slakets ¢ thidnicding and
s:eedy action in causlng tio tank dootroyor to be wved tine open in the
fuce of such odis was i of couragn ad deteimination which refBeqts the
Dinett traditions of the Armed Forcee axi wore above and beyond the cell of

duw. .
3¢ pPrivate Stokes is at preseni an ascistant gumner in a tank des.royer
ii the second platoos, (o ugw 636th Tamk Desiroyer Dattalion.

e At tho time of the action described, oriv.te stokes, was assigned
as ascistant gunner in the 2nd platoon, Co #gn (30th Tanit Destroyer Bottallon.

v.te Stokest!s ocntire service from tie Llie he was inducted into
i : 1l, 1943, to the presemt time, hac been honorable.

Se
2oute A, tealester,

the Federal 3corvice January
;is home address at resent and abt time of inductiony

Ol-laho:a3e

VAil 5, PTLAND
Lte D01, n .mtg

Cep




HSADQU.RTHR; 6364k PANK U@STAGYR: BATTALIW
A0 £306; Uo 5o Arwy

2; Leptember 1943

subjeats FResomwsndation far the sward of the Jilver sters

- %o t The onrmu Cenaral, Pifth iray, A O fuTh, UsSe .ray {(Thru

le It is recoamended thut ¢ "Ulwver “Lar be awerded tie fo.iodng
amaed enlisted nens CLYDS T. 00K, 33303140, . riviie, Co 'SV w3uth
Tanl Destroyer Duttalicn,

20 Juring the duy of Septebuer L., 1943, rivelo .tolrs, wrimition
on & tan: dsstroyery assisted in aoving tie dastrgrer to a position
under diregt {ire of enemy tanis cad smaall armss from thet position Lo
tank destrqyer orew destrayed five cneqy tan's and ong semmmitden trrask by
firing only elx runds of goapition, In so Jolng, a grave menice to tio
salety of ;meciom oo 8 was racxwads .Tivito .vohosts Jilox thinking and
; i cuising Lo ta k desirgrer o Le noved into the o0 an in tlo
face of .uch odde, was & displsy of o mage :nd detemdnation which reflocts
;rt.'m i‘ii::eat tradt of the .rm:d "oroes and ware abova and boyuixd Ghie call
. -l » -

E

3e rivute Chokesy ab L2 Lla. uf Lo actlom dosarilod vas woslinad
as omaaitlon wdsa on a ek wtegrer fn Le dnd latoon, Jo 'Y C3oth
Tiu Jegtooyer Saiitailons

e  Tavale .0.n8 is av rooent woimd oL oelcaibion @ s onow
tanx dezwoyer in Jo G oot luns Jestouyer Da.wa..One

S5e .rivote stokes's ontirs sarvice v b ilae I e fadioted into
Jodaral  ervies Jamaary L., 1993y to Ly coocont Slac, lwo Loren honordllos
. ragent hkxw wldres., wnd addrss at Wl of Indactian: Jlodo 1, ‘B sia,
“glahonse
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HEADQUARTHR S 636th TANK DESTROYER BATTALLOUN
ArQ #306, U, S Army

AG 200 2l September 193

SUBJECT: Hecommendation fur the award of the Siiver Sta.,

'y : The Commanding General, Fafth Army, Avu #itTh U. S. Army \Thru
Channels)

le .1t is recommended that the Silver Star be awardead the following
naned entisted man: eca Go Sparks, 300357v2, Staff Sergeant, Company “BY,
636th Tank Destroyer Battalion.

Z2e n the afternom of September lb, lyh3 during heavy fighting, an
¥~10 Tank Destroyer of Company “C" 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion was struck
by fragments from an enemy shell igniting the destroyer and causing the crew
to abandon it, Staff Sergeant Sparks, Company "B" 636th Tank Destroyer
Battzlion accompanied by two other men, ran to the destroyer and in tha face
of heavy small arms and artillery fire, shovelsd dirt on to the buriing
velhicle which was fully loaded with oil and ummunition, and by his action
displayed unusual courage and utter disregard for his own safety. This
srampt action above and beyond the cull of duty, save a valuabls plece of
equipment much needad by our troops, prevented serious damage and permitted
it tu be placed back in use the s.me day. His courage and gailantry were an
inspiration to his command and reflects the finest traditions of the Armed
rorcese. .

3. Staff Sergeant Sparki!s rlatoon was a part of Campany "B" 636th
Tank Destroyer Battclione The undersigned certifies that he was an eye
witness to the heroic accomplishment.

L. Staff Sergeant Sparks is at present latoon Sergeant, lst ylatoon,
Campany "BY 636th Tank Destroyer Batt.lion end was at ths tine of the actian
described. Staff Sergeant Sparks' entire service from the time he was
inducted into Federal Service Jamuary .15, 194L has been honorabie. Home
address at time of induction and at presemt: 13y Yest illinoise Street, Dallas,
Texzse

JUBN 5. BUDENMILLER
. Capt., 636th TD Bn.
Comnanding Ccoe Be

ff\:-
UD




HEADQARTENS 636Ah TANK DESTROTER BATTALIGH
410 #5806, U, 6. Arwy

24 Septenber I9h3

Subject: DRooemmendgbien fer the gwrard of the 8ilver dtar and Citetiom.

Te ; The Ceumpmding Gemersl, Pifth Avmy, AIO $474, U.S. Aray. (Thm
Chennels)

1, It ic resemnanded thst the Silver Star and a Citation be swerded
the feliiwing newas enlisted zen: Raymud 0, Marphy, 20802698, Staff
Sergeant, Company *0¢ 636th Tenk Destroyer BeStaliom.

2. During the day of Zeptember 1A, 1943, Sergeant Murphy, seeing a
minber of snemy tanks; cmised his destroyerte be moved by his orew, to
a peaition under dirgot fire of enemy tanks and sagll arse. From that
pesition, the tenk destroyer srew destroyed five eneny tanks and one
axpmition truck by firing ouly six rounds of sssunitien. In so doing,
& Zrave menace to the safely of Ameriosn troops was removed. Sergesnt
Marphy’s quick thinking snd speedy scti®m in sausing the tank destreye:
to be moved into the open in the fsse of much odds was g display o
souraze and determination and vas an inspiration 49 the men under his
command, His sctices reflests the finest traditions of the Armed Foroes and

_vere gbove and beyind the oell of duty.

3¢ Sergesnt Murphy, at the time af the sction desorided was Aoting
Seotion Hergeant; 2nd Platoon, Company *C* 636th Tank Destroyer Bebtalion,
The undersigned was presert during the sction described; and certifies that
he was an aye vitness to the heroio gpccomplishment.

4, 3ergeant Marphy is st present Kotor Sergeant, Compmny "0" 636th
Tank Destroyer Sattalion,

e Bergeant Mur;hy's entire service from the time he was inducted
into Federul Service with the Texas Natimal Gusrd, November 25, 1940, to
the present time, has been hamorable. Home eddress at time of induotien:
512 Esst Novads Street, El Fgso, Texas. Precent Howo mddress: 277 Park
#tromt, Jacksanville, FPlorida.

VAR ¥, FYLAMD
ik, Celmel, Infentry

Comuanding
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HEADQUARTERS 636th TANK DESTROYSR BATIALICL
APC ]‘;‘"1}6, Ue Sc Army

2l: sentember 1703

AG 200
SURJECT: Hdecommendation for the avrerd of the 3ilver Star,

TO ¢ Tha Commanding General, Fifth ar-—y, APO 7L, U. S Army (Uhru
Chamels; .,

- 1, It is recommended that the Silver Star be mrerded ihe follovdn:
named enlisted man: RO23T L. DOD3LI, 2A.<17L3EY, Staoff Soroecant, Sompany
g, 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion,

2. On the aftemoon of September 1, lyh3, durinz hesvy fishiing o
Lmlu Tank Destroyer of Corpany "CH, ©3bth Tani: Destroyer batialion was ntrucl
by frapments from an enemy shell, imitin- the destmoreor mnd cmasliag oo orow
to abandon it. Staff Sergeant Dodson, ace mponind by S olher men ran Lo Ui
destroyer and in the fzce of hesvyr snall arng a-t awrcillerys fire, shovelod abd
on to the burning vehicle which was fully loaded wich ol rnd crrmindiion ond o
his actions displayed unusual courr-e and utber disrescrd Lo s om soie’l,
“Fhis prompt action abcve and bejond the call of duty saved a vrluable pdece of
equipment much needed by our troops, nrevented serivus danage and #® perritted
it to be placed back in use the sorme day, lils couraze and gallantry were an
inspiration to his ccmmand and reflects tlhe finest traditions of the Armend
Forces,

3. Staff Serg:ant Dodsonts Platcon was pari ¢l Comrny "L, G36th
Tank Destroyer Battalion, The undersiimed certifics th-t he wrs.an eye
witness to the heroic accomplishment,

li, Staff Sergeant Dodson is at present Plutoon Ser :cant, 2nd Plotaom,
Company "ii* 636th Tonk Destroyer Dettalion and was at the oime of the aciion
described, Staff Serpgeant Dodson's entire cervice v thoe tire he o
inducted inio Federal Service with tho Texas iaticnal Juord, Hovenbar 2%, 19lw
has been honorable, Home address ot time of induction and abt presents
608 lorth Jefferson Street, Beeville, Vexas,

’ JUill 3, DObZUILLA
Capbain, Gth WD 'n
Comdr Co npw
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GALZXDAR OF EVMNTT [ RN
. 2 s
% Conpany "A", &3%h 7D Pn vas datached frem th Bat=
taliom shed ta VI ucp te guard vI Owrgm. Oswmnd Port, Reson-
miseanss Compary loopted & Jeermn A and dipll Spps semmition
ard its location was reparted te VY urpe. ,
forward vas maids, 5

“r

¢ Letober 21  Orders fer oveniml §9. s
Lonbardl were reselved and road priortly ad 0dab

vas given. Preparations for movemsnt wers M.p.-,f'
Qstober % Murn-ﬂl'- of %the lltﬂnnn e an

by The ares ih. Qorps right rh
rear schelen was selected in Gumrdia Wl ard trusks nx:ntdl.-

to bring the rear schalon forward, The/ schelon cloend {.the o
losation shortly efter dark, e Y - - z :
Reconnaissance of the area wse eontinued and ai hteen - {
(16) on mgo trusks were furnished te VI Corps for hauling cmemie
tion ml wquipaent. : “q_ |
&
Ootober 61 FReconmaissence work was sontinued and the Sattall n ,

Commander located s possible nrea for further displagemsnt forward, ‘o
other sotivity during the day.

Cetdber 71 Vo motivity during ths morning, but an order for move-
mant to the vielnity of i. teor;io was received in the afternson. ' wurn-

ing order wnw fssuad by the Nattalion Cuommarnder.

sgdm- 8t The Nattalion movad to e position nesr .. Jeor;lo and
oalosed in the ares at about 1000 hours, ieconnaissance of the ares wae

made during the afternoon,
October 2i g activity d wring the 9th of Ootober, [Positions were
inprov

—ctober 101 “onsiderable reconmaionance by Hagsonnaisannes Josmn s S
nnd the wog made and noosible laan-:"nl_/ armms in the vicinit; of !
amte were oheoknd, !

otobar 11, o nellvit; oan thn llth of ‘october,

.gtober 121 il:fsom with Lho rltis’ croons onoour richt Clons w o«
sotablishad and .orpe  ptillary fPficar raoovarendad thut te  ttallor /
hn roved to the viginit: of onte whers closs sunsort o Lae or rd
slecents oould bHe mode,

‘etohar 1% \n order from vommndin, ener.1l V1 Jorpe to -ove thn
1attalion to vielnity of . onte on 1k Cetobar 43 wae racaived, ‘lecon- \
misa noa af the rea was mda ~nd the irttalion Sormdar {ssmad mrer
order for :ovvmont Looatart ot UM “ours the nevt wrno.

< - l b T -1\ \ d , .
/ #D%rq'
{ -~
- / A y
»
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votober 14: “ovoment of the Anttalion started on the mcrning of
14 totobar 4% as .lannad under the oommnd of the ixegutivs Cfficer, The
juttalicn Jommarnder sttended the sressntation of Awards to memhers of
Jompany *J% at Mifth army Hes !  s.rters, The presentation was wads by
A General JLMIR,

Tha sattalion closad in 117 new area near ionts at 101% hours, A
new location for the rear schelon was selected amd plans to move the
rear echelon the following day wera msde,

igtober 151 leconneiseanca af the surrcunding ares was made snd
pl-ns for nrotsoting the rear of Jorps wers completed, The rear oohe
alon 13 noved to ita new loestion in Jonte. .

Cotober 161 Retonmissanse in the Corpe aree was comtinued and
lialson was maintained with 84%th TD 3n and contact made with the A%th
Jivision,

totober 1¥: Iwo . latoons of cumpany "B" were moved to indirest
firing positions in the A5th Jiviaion seotor, The ilanger Tlatoon me-
companied the "3 Jompany vlatooms. An unexplodsd serial bomb wam |
loganted and taped off noar tlis raar schelon ares and s report was made |
ta Jusmnding jspersl, 7I Jorps, In the afternoom an ordsr was recsived '
to move the Sattalion in an ares nsar Teless, The ures was guiokly
reconnoitered and the Sattalion wau moved that avening.

Cstober 181 An O sarvation .ocat was established from whioch indirset
fire 'niesiones sould Lo observed, \ notios was received that Jeneral
LA, Commmndin: ‘eneral, VI Corps, would presemt decorations to Htaff
.arzeant )0, % snd taff lerzeant 2iHr; of Company "2% the following
day at 1100 hours,

o1 enemy mine Cield was locatsd by the Reconnmissance Ucmpanys and
the mines were lifted by tha . ioneer : latoon of that Crzaniszation,

© warning ordar for the movement to the vicinity of Muvisno was
rreeivad sani o route reconnalisaanc:y was rade that evening.

Setohnr 1%t leconmaissancs for an mesambly ares in the vicinity of
layanio 2 wads and jensral LUGA presented sliver itars to :jtaff iergeant
» . and Aaff Ser-eant . AAE3 at 1100 hours, arning order was issued
to mave on the Tollowing morning, but later orders from VI Corps dirscted
that 99 movement should not be mda,

ctober 20: "lo activity on this iste but late in thas afternoun
clwmrancy wina received to movs the 5 talion to the vieinit, of luvianc
and 4he ordor orovicualy urepared wus issued,

cotobar 211 [he Battalion was noved to an asserbly ares near fuviano
and clossi in the ares at 1045 huurs, leconnaissanse of the surrounding
‘o van wdn and o moullage. of the Installations wes ghecked,

~ctober 22¢ leconnalssance of the surrounding area was conti-ued
and Liafson miinteinsd with the forward units, Huildings for the resr
nchrlon vers selesst: in luviano,

‘chobar 231 “ha rour ochelon was moved to Ruviano and Lisison with
tha “Nlat Fank Jastroyer Jattalion was astablished,

ahohar 2, ‘o agtivit r Ahap Lhan reconqalenance for this dote.

ntoher 251 .ord was rageival Lttt Comany " would b- relsased
fraa soeat 1 St with VI Jorps and retarn 9 aitalion oontrol.  lesune
~tizgune - v 8 wade of un aran Lo ctdeh Lo a7 ole that Lomouny, M
. onenpr vt Lata tha area sel cted, comolet'ng the movement st 1712

MOEE D,
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Ootober 261 No sotivity other than reecmmissance.

0 27: Forward aress vers resonncitersd for & sontemplated
m-';f%& Battalion, Liaison was mintained with farward umite,

Ogtober 28: Additioml resonmmissance was mde for an assembly ares
in the vieo y of Pietramelare, A French ioldier, who lmd ewcaped from

an enemy Prisoner of War enslosure, was brought to the Command Post and
zeve $ome information regarding Gerwan troops and gun dispoeitions, Mo
was sent to VI Corps for further questioning. A reguest for the transfer
of our Uommuntoation Off'ieer to Fifth Army was received,

Ostober 201 The second Platoon of Company “U*, which was on duty
with Aray Headquarters, was ordered on Detached lJervice to the Antl-

tank Regimert, 3ritish 7th Armored Division at Alvenovs to instruct in
Tank Destroyer prinsiples, ncanelaturs of M-10 Tank Deetroyer and Motor
Carriage H=10 and the % inoh gun. The Battalion Uommnder iasued n
warning order for movemsnt of the Battalion to the vieinity of Riardo,

Cotober 301 The Battalion moved to the wicinity of Riardo, establish-
ing Headquarters just wouth of Pletramelara, All troops siosed in the
area by 1500 hours, A wined erossing was reported by an Italian Civilian
and the information forwarded to Uommanding Jeneral, VI Corps,

Netober %1: I'lans were prapared for protesting the rear of ths Corpe
nnd also for reinforaing sither of the forward Tank Destroyer Battalioms,

Regsonnuissance of the forwerd areas was mde,
FAY Roetme o Italy, 14%0,000.

Attaohed Annexes.
1. Jopy of Unit Jourml}
2, Overlay of positions
%+ [lareonnel casumlities during periocd
A, Yehicular casualities during period
5. Enemy casumlities oaused by 636th TL Bn during period »

Por the Battalion Comemnder;

RIAJAN L. PUBQ3E

Captain, Infantry
Ad jutant
CRPISIAL:
o ’
! MZ?‘DM/ W
TR A, DUBOE
saptain, Infantry
Ad jutant
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HEADCUARTERS 636th TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
0ffice of the Battalion Commander

APQ 36, U S Amy
L Decemher 1943

SUBJECT: Transaittel of Records,

TO : Commanding Genperal, 36th Infantry Division, APO 36, U S Army,

1, Pursuant to instructlons conteined in Letter, Allied Force
Headguarters, ¢atz¢ 20 aprdl 1943, file AG 314.7/389 C-¥, Subject:
Historical Recorcs and Vistories of Organizations, trensmitted herewith
Operations in 1.2l;-, Tovemaer 1943 of this Battalion,

a——

2., Coneclusions:

a, It is believed that vhere & Tank Drstroyer Battalion is
available for attac'iment to two Divisions of a Corps front that it is
evcellent Tank I:s'royer tactics to have a tnird Tank Destroyer 3attalion
in Corps reserve raintaining utmost vigilance and aperessive reconnalssance
to supvlement or -cinforce the fires of elther of the other 3attalions in
the event of an armore¢ threat to them, The most suitable location for sueh
a reserve Jattalion is near a road net which will permit rapid move-ent into

either LDivision sector,

. SYLYD
Lt Colonel, Infantryr

Commanding
1 Incl:

“arrative o Unr-ations Tor tre month
of Vovenmder, ith atteachel nnnexes
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SECYEY S
HEADQUARTERS 636th TANK DESTROYER BATTALION s “““‘34#£%‘

AP0 36, U S Army
an‘*" : C 2 December 1943
F)

OPERATICT'S IN ITALY, NOVEMBFR 1043

During the early part of November, 1 November 1243 to 13 November
1943, this Battallon operated with the VI Corps and was in Corps iteserve
near Pietramelara, On November 1, 1943, word was received that Compan:

"C" of this organization was to be released from Special Duty guardine~ the
Fifth Army Command Post, except for one platoon which had been assizned to
instruct British Troops in the use of the M=10 Tank Destroyer, Company

"C" rejoined the Battallion 3 November 1943, however, the platoon which was
on duty with the British did not joln the Battalion until 16 November 173,

On November lst, the Battalion dug Into positions which they had
occupied on order of the Commanding General VI Corps, in the vieinity
of Riardo and Pietramelars, These positions were on the extreme leTt
flank of VI Corps, east of the town of Teano, which was still in enemy
hands. Upon the capture of Teano by the British and subsequent advance
of the 3rd Division, the Bettelion remained in these positions with the
miasion of constent reconnaissance for suitable positions te reinforce
the Tank Testroyer Battalions sttached to the 3rd and 45th Divisions and
to contimue to protect the left flank of VI Corps. Throughout this
period, contact with the British X Corps was the mission assigned the
Battalion,

L hE

Vigorous reconnalssance was made throushout the Corps Sector

mintaining contact with forwsrd elements of assaulting 3Battslions of

VI Corps by the Com:ander and .taff of the Batiallon, This reconnaissance

of two division “ronts fer suitable positions for Tank Testroyers recuired ..
long hours by all reconnaissance agencies of this unit, Intellirence ~
reports were sent to Corps G-2 of road conditions and enemy materiel which
was found in recentl: occuried aress, Among other items which were retrmm-7 .}
were several anti-fank hand mines, the first discover-d on the VI Corns “rani,

On 14 November 1€43, the 3attalion was assigned to the II Corrs ard
a*tached to the 26th Livision with crders to relieve the £0lst Tank
Destroyer Battalion at the same time the 36th Division reliever tha 3w/
Divigion in the iiicnano Sector, Reconnalssance ras imreiately —aco 7o
a Rattalion Command Post, and a Command Tost was selected near iiceilli.

Positions vere also :elected for the Destrorer Comanies from *“ic’ MRSk

couls relieve the Drstroyer Companies o the é01st Tank Lestroy-r miteliom,




BECEETL

Plans were premarcd —ra svhmitted to the Commanding General, 36tk Incartrr
Division “or avrov-l, Thece plans were apcreved and on 15 Yovember 1072,
relief of the &01-t Tarl* Trstroyer Pattalion wns bepun, By 17 Yovenher 16,3,
the Battelion 2~ cormletely closed in the 3¢tk Tivision sector ard lisison
with the Division ectablished,

Plang were immedietely begun to support the Division Artillery vwith
indirect fire and the Baitallon Commander prepared a recommendation for
an Antl-tank Plan for the Division upon the request of the Division
Commander, The rccommendation ses adopted,

During the period 19 Yovember 1943 to 28 Yovember 1943, the Battalion
remained In the positions selected nesr Mignano, fired indirect fire missions
which were given by the Division Artillery, and missions located by our
forward observers, Our positions were subjected to intermittent harrassing
fire and also & numier of heavy counter-battery concentrations,

The Se2 section coopecrated with the Shellrep Cfficer of the Division
Artillery and the Vocal Counter-Battery Officer of II Corps, in reporting
concentrationz and vrobable locatlons of enemy batteries,

On 20 Novemaer 1943, Private Albert B, Anderson, 32767048, Company
"3% . 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion, of Iselen, New Jersey, a platoon
messenger, was seriously woundsd by a shell fragment ss he wes carrying
a message to his platoon Commender. In splte of his wound, he continued
on his mission and completed it. For this gallant action, he was recome
mender for the Silver Star,

Prom 20 November 1€ 42 tc 23 lNovember 1943, incluaive, the Battalion
was credited wit: tie deriruction of one buillding, used as & German Command
Post, four tricis, ithree celf-propelled guns, one motoreycle, and one
machine-gun. <hc cstiratrc¢ enemy personnel killed was seventy-nire, Of
our materiel, 2 si~'t vos dameged on an M-10 and 2 ,50 cal, machine-gun
mount was blown “rom another M=10, one 3// ton weapons-carrier and one
4 ton truck was dameged., All vehicles have been repaired and placed back

into sction,

29 November 19/2 and 30 November 1943 were used in preparing plans
and moving units of the Battallon to locatlons to support the Divislon in
attacking the Mount Camino Hill Mass, although, later on the afterncon of
30 November 1943, indirect fire was placed on San Pietro Infine to a-~sist’
the Ranger Battallion, which wes attacking that area, Final plans for
the movement and support of the Division in the operatione against Mount
Camino were to be completed at a conference, scheduled for 1 December 19.3.

In spite of very disagreeable rainy weather, the fact that the Battalion
has been in operations continucualy since the initisl landing of troops

STCRBT /
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in the Salermo onevntiicn, ~»d the Fi7%cultr o suprlrdne sultahle » Al-rr
to the troops unier pomhet conditiens, the rmorele and aririt of ¢ froess
during the eniire month has “een ryeellent, It =ns pessibhle to ~ive the

entire Battaliicn at lesst one ho real on Thankselving Tar, ehieh iral--”

turkey on the uenu,

During tne ertire peried for rhich revort is rendered,
were killed in zetion and nireciesen men were zemrieead in action,

van efroromeos Ltaly, 257,000,

Attached ‘nnn:i-e:
1. Zom o7 lein Jrummel
2, U riesr o™ lpositicng
3. 7

F

5, Mo Trmeeltice caused T (3687 YD n durine nerded

-

Tor the Tattalion Cormender:
M

y ’ S /;‘T—f
L Ny I ST I S o 4L
{-’./_“'.-(.-MCALL i Al x
CRAGYT L, Tugar
Ceptain,Infant-y
Unit “istorian
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HAYEMEAR, FRARK H,
SHOOKLEY, DEIMAR L,
CRAIG, DYER G,
THEILER, ROY A4,
WILLIAMS, LOKNIE 8.
JANIE, STANLEY (}N)
KARTER, MAEK N,
MIKE, JOHN (NN}
THOMAS, WILLIWN H.

A "3t
HILBERS, GRRALD G,C.

WARE, CLYDE ¥,
ANDERSON, ALBERT B,
BYRD, AARON (NuN)
FLORES, RUDOLEH Z.
SHARON, PRANK L.
MARIOVITS, FRANK G,
TAYIOR, WALTER W,

MAYO, DURFIN P,

GALIMAN, "TLLIAN L,
CROWLEY, LESTER V.
HOOTEN, ALEX J.

CAVIS, MASOM R,

ITLE9E
Pfe 15104958
S/Sgt 38038745
Tech V I7146965
Tech V 34333867
Pfe 36352080
Pt 36358662
Pyt 32285417
Pvt 20816149
Pfec 37146528
Bvt 32204992
Pvt 3ZN6T048
Pfc 343373712
Pfe 3&32'745‘?
Pfe 31105053
Pfe 33264973
Pre 33205877
Set 38038972
8/8gt 20815185
Pfe 312.07792
Pvt 3830029

Tech IV 2081.8%P

ARNEX NO, 3

22 Nov 43
22 Rov L3
22 Yov 43
22 Nov L3

22 Bov L3

22 Rov A3
22 Nov 43
22 Nov 42
22 Nov 13

2 Hov 43
16 Rov 43
20 Yov [3
20 Nov 43
22 Nov L3
22 Nov 43
23 Rov A3
X0 Wov 43

20 Nov 43
21 Nov 43
21 Nov 43
21 Nov 43

23 Mov 43

xm~ ! i

1=

<8WL

LNA
Wi
snL

I

M
LwA
m
EIA
SmA
LA

1Ia

1Ia

Lra

XIA

Batesvills, Ind,
General Delivery
Worthin, Texas
Elsie, Nebr,

E'D 3, Boasx, Ala,

2968 N, Rldgemy iva,
hioago, I1lincis
374 ¥, dvers ive,
Chicago, Illinoia
723 W, Court 3%,
Ithaoa, New York

Box 306,

Mansfield, Taxas

711 8, 11th St,
Rorfork, Nabr,
Marydel, Maryland

Trento 8t.

Iselan, N, J,
Routs 1,

Mt Vernon, Ala,
1402 Comenche St,
Corpus Christi, Tex,
113 Ogden St. Ext,
Bridgeport, Conn,
706 Stanton Ave,
Millvale, Pa,

531 3, Pulaskl 5t,
Baltimore, Md.

Box 56, Point, Texma
WD 2, Italy, Texema

Hucklsberry Hill
Pnlonvills, Conn,
Cenoral Delivery
Cooper, Texaa
507 W, Heard 3t,
Clsturne, Teras

gl




ARNEX WO, 3,

LTL B
OFPIGERS RIS M
Elled Younded MIA Captured  Killed Nounded MDA Samtured

Nov 2 4] 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Nov 16 © 0 0 0 0 1l 0 0
Nov 20 O o 0 Q0 0 4 0 0
Fow 21 0O 0 0 0 0 3 0 0
Rov 22 O 0 0 o 3 8 0 o
Rov 23 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0
Fov 30 0O 0 0 0 ¢ 1 0 0
TOTAL O 0 0 0 i 19 0 0

ANRZX MO, 3
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TRIGLE CA ALY FXPORT

. 1 Might damaged on 3 inch Oun,

1 450 Cal, Machine (n mount blown from M-10, :
1 3/4 Ton Weapons Carrisr damaged.

1 4 Ton Truck demaged,

411 vehiocles wers repaired within the Battalion
and placed beck into aotion,

ANNEX RO, 4

alw




AVNEX NO, &5,
BRI OASUALTY FEPORT
Par 1, Total expenditure of 3" ameunition during pariod
wms 4,800, .
Par 2, Estimated ensmy personrel killed:s 79. .

Par 3. Damage to snemy matarigls
1 Building, Germmn Command Fost, destroyed
4 Trucke destroyed '
2 Artl1llery batteries silenced
3 Self=Propalled guns deatroyed
1 llotoreycle destroyed
1 lachine Gun destroyed

1 fitack plane destroyed




HEADQUARTERS 636th TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
Offica of the Battalion Commander

APO 464, V.5, Amy
5 January 1944

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Records

T0 : Commanding General, 36th Infantry Division, APO 36, U.S. Armmy.

1. Pursuant to instructions contained in Letter, Allied Force
Headouarters, dated 20 April 1943, file AG 314.7/389 C-M, Subject:
Historical Pecords and Historles of Organizations, transmitted herewith
Operations in Italy, Dacember 1943 of this Battalion.

2. Conclusiona:

a, The action just completed by this organizatlion demonstrates
without a doubt the value of the Tank Destroyer as a direct fire Infantry
support weapon in the neutralization of plilboxes, machine gun nests and
other emplacements, Firing against personnel in houses with delayed fuze
high explosive ammuniti n secures bursts within the buildings and is es-
pecially effective, It 1s also extremely effective against dugouts and
caves in the sides of hilla., Massed guns in indirect positions can be
used with closed sheefs using forward observer methods fo traverse and <
search an erea immediately in front of our attacking Infantry. In the
action just completed these tactica were employed repeatedly and also .
proved veluable in breaking up an enemy countereattack, R

-
-

VAN W. PYLAND
Lt Colonel, Infantry
Commanding “
1 Inol: ~

Narrative of Operations for the month ' "
of December, with attached annexes
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HRADQUARTERS 636th TANX DESTROYER BATBALIOR
7 AFQ m, Y. 3. w

5 Jenuvary 1944

On the moming ef December lst, the three destroyer compsaiee
were in indirect fire pesiticas well farward in the 36th Infamtyy
Bivigisn sector. The Divisien was, at that time, prepering plms
fer ths capture of the Maggiere Hill Mass, the attack te be oserdi-
nated with the British 10th Cerps, whish was planning the capture ef -
Momt Camine and ether adjoinimg terrain features.

The Battalion Coumander held & oomference with the staff te pree
pare netes regarding the atteck snd later im the morming zll Cempeny
Cemmenders attendsd & confersnce at whioh our part in the coming eperw
ation weas expleimed, ZEach Company Cemmander wes glvem & 1125,000 ma
of the Nount Ceminec, Mount Maggiore srea snd a specially prepared air
pbotegraph with enewy installatiens marked on it tegether with phese
lines of tke planned eperation. Fimal imstructions were givem far
novenent of A, B, and C Companies inte direct firé pesitioms as
on the attached over«lay te support the attsock ef the Li2nd Infmmtry
with diyrect fire, Idsisom Offisers vhe were teo soccmpmmy cach Bate
talion ef the 1i2nd Infaniry were given their final instrustions at
this conference, These officers were te ocarry rudies with the 1i2md
Infantry Battalions as they made the attack and be prepared te direet
i‘iﬂmmmﬂyiﬂtﬂlsﬂm that thresatened the advance ef the In=

amatry, e

During the early hours ef the night, Compenies A and B moved
into the direct fire pesitions which had been selected, and 1,000
rounds of extre smmunitioen wers dslivered te the nmew pesitions, Three
days extre X rations were alse lssued, since supply in these farwerd
areas would be diffioult, During December 2nd, a new OF wes estab~
1lished and the S« spent most of the dey observing the aree ever whieh
the attack was to be launchsed and making notes ef points which wemld
be helpful In suppertimg the Infantry with direct fire. The lisigon
efficers joined the Battalions they were te move forward with, and
certain changes were made in the phase lines whisch our destroyers were
to use im shifting their fire, Company C moved to its naw direct fire
poasition ss shown on the overiey attached and three days extra ratioms

o
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and extra ssmunition were issued during the night. At 2300 hours,
Company B reported the capture of one Germsn priscmer. The prisomer
was transferred te the Divieion priscner of war inclosure. Durisg

the serly moming hours eof December 3rd, very heavy preparstion fires
foall on the enexy pesitions and the attack was leunched as sochsduled,
The planned fires were placed on Mount Maggiore and Mount Lunge, both
with three imch guns and .50 ocal. machine guns, A considersble smowmt
of comnter-battery fire fell en our positioms and we requested the Div-
isim Artillery te place scme ooncentrutions on S. Pletro, 4t 09500
hours, heavy ocnocentration fell on our Company A pesition, killimg ome
msn and wunding three, One half-track was deatroyed, ones quarter—tom
truck ws destroyed and one dmmaged.

~ Our Lisison 0fficers with the 1/2nd Infantry reperted in several
times during the dxy, Tequesting fires on various houses and terrain
objecte which were giving the Infantry trouble, Mres were ilmmediately
placed on these peints, Throughout the dxy, fires were placed on Mount
Lunge and other targets, lecated by our Battelion OP, when specisl
missions were not being fired in response to requesta by the li2nd Inf-
antry., At 2000 hours, Compexy A reported three of their men wownded
ad alse one of their medical aid men wounded, 411 of our positicns
received comter-battery fire during the dsy and it was espaclaelly heavy
in the Company A ares. Our smmumition expenditure in support of this
attacsk for the twentye-four hour peried was as follows:

i

LIS |

1, Company "A" 1,100 roumnds H.E.
2. Cempany "B% 970 rounds H.E, 744 rounds AP
3., Company "“C* 1,345 rounds H.E,

On Decexber 4th, the 1.2nd Infantry ocontinued olearing the Mount
Maggiore Hill Mass which was taken on the previous day and no fire
nissions were requested during the morming., One of our Liaiscn Officers
retumed, but two resained throughout the day. Visibility was very poer
and consequantly no missions ocould be fired im the vallay epposite Kount
Maggiore, Later in the day, the 1i2nd Infantry requested fire at ene
point where snemy mortars were suspscted. Company "BF placed a ocmcentra=
tionat that peint, Another of our Liaiscn Officers reperted in from the
li2nd Infantry that might, leavimg one Liaison Officey still on duty with
the lst Battalion, 1{2nd Infant:y,

¥ith the oompletiomn of the eperation on Mount Maggiore, on 5 Dec
1943, indirect fire pesitions were selected nsar the direct fire pesi=
tions in the various company areas snd ocmpanies were registered on base
polnts se that suitable targets oculd be emgaged in the valley and on the
Mount Sammucre Hill Mass, Esemy activity was noted along the railread
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track at the foot of Mount Lungo and a considerable asmount of fire

was placed in the draw along this railroad. The three destroyer
companies wore atrafad by enemy planes about noon and our .50 cal,

AA gms returned the fire, Company C reported that their AA Sections
made hits on st least two of the planes. They began smoking amnd ap~
parently fell over the hill beyond Mount Retundo. Our Heconnaissance
Company continued to maintain contact with the British. All of our
pogitione wers stlll under considerabls shell fire throughout the day.
Our Battalion OP reportsd that several fires were started in the valley
between Mot Lungo and Mount Camino, as & result of our fires, but it
was impossible to determine the exact result which we obtained. Company
"B" fired 357 rounds of 3 inch H.E., and 300 rounds of ,50 cal smmmitien.
Company "C" fired 1,370 rounds of H.E. and 500 rounds of .50 cal., e~
munition,

The situation throughout 6 Dec 1943 was comparatively quiet, A
mmber of indirect misaions were fired by ocur forward observers, but
no definite resgults conld be noted sxcept that on ome mission, fired
by Company "B", three enemy vehicless wers set on fires. During the day,
our emmunition expenditure was as follows:

1. cﬂm “L” 92 mmd. Hu«Et
2. GCompany "B® 338 rounds H.E.
3, Company "C* 47 rounds BE.E,

About 2000 hours, our Liaison Officer at 36th Division Headguarters
brought » tentative field order, giving informetion about & proposed
operation by the 143rd Infantry, which we wsre to support.

On the moming of 7 Decsmber 1943, plans were completed for supw
norting the 143rd Infantry, in their attack on 3. Pistro and Mount
Sammucro and the attack of the First Italisn Motorized Brigade on ¥ount
Lungo. (See Flald Order attached). The destroyer companies were given
pointa to register on in support of this operation and regi{straiion on
these points was completed during the day. A oonference was held at
1830 hours with the staff and Company Commsnders to femiliarize them
with the coming operation. A Liaison Officer was aent to the 1,3rd In-
fantyy CP to direct the fire of this Battalion on any targets of op=
portunity which might appear as the Infaniry advanced on its objective.

The morning of & Dac 1943, Company "A" moved its 3rd Platoon te
the position selectad for it, &5 shown in the f1eld order attached. The
scheduled fires in gsupport of the operation were reported completed at
0620 hours. The attack of the Italian Eoterised Brigade on Mount Lungo
was not sucoessful and st 0858, Divigion called and informed us to be
prepared to meet a comter-attack down the railroad at the foot ef Mount
Lungo. Heavy shell fire fell in owr Cempany "C" area during the moming.
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We placed several concentrations on targets on Mount Lungo and in
the afternoon fired missions which were requested by tha 1/3rd Infantry
on 3, Pletro, Later in the afternoon, several concentrations wers placed
in the vicinity of S, Vittore and also along the railrcad at the foot of
Mount Lungo. Our ammunition expenditure during the day in support of the
operation was as followa:

1. Company "A" 402 rounds H.E,
2., Company "B" 800 rounds H,E, 56 rounds AP
3, Company "C" 741 rounds H.B,

On 9 Dec 43, the Battalion continued firing on targets which ap-
peared In the valley between Mount Maggilors and Mownt Lungo, on Mownt
Ianmge itself and In the S, Pletro area, The attack by the 143rd In-
fantyry on S, Pletro had not bean succesaful and all of Sammucro had not
been captured. The Italian attack on Mount Lungo had been complately
repulsed by the enemy, and the 36th Division began preparing plans for

" another assault on these positions. A mission was given to our Battalion
and the Battallon Commander was requested to make & reconnajssance and
then prepare recommendations for the consldaration of the Divialon Comw
mandsar.

The Sw3 snd & party from Resconnaissance Company made a reconnaissance
of the S, Pietro-Vemafro road to check the road conditions and to determine
the posaibillity of operating tanks and TD's in that area, The Battalion
Commandar visited the Commander of the 14{3rd Infantyy to get complete in-
formation sbout conditions in the 143rd Infantry sector. The S-l and ths
Company Commandesr of Company "A" made a reconnaissance of the pass batween
Yount Rotunda snd Montecello,

On the morning ef 10 Dec 1943, the Battalion Commander called his
staff, the Company Commander of Company "A", and the Company Commander
of Rsvonnalissance Compeny together to discuas the resulta of the vsrious
reoonnalesances. It was the general concensus of opinion that any oper=
ation down the S, Pletro-Vemafro Road would not be practicable as naither
tanks ner TD's oould move to the side of the road successfully dus te the
nature of the terrain and the deep mud which was the result of much heavy
rain~fell, The pass between Rotunda and Montecello had been foumd to be
imprastiocable in its present condition but it was thought that with sufw=
ficisnt engineering work it could be made passable and that ths mest
practical support to the new operation could be given by repairing this
pess and placing destroyers in direct position on the forward slopes af
Kount Rotunda snd Mount Montecello. From such positiona, fire could be
placed all slong the slopes of Sammusre, in the valley between Sammucro
and Kontecelle, in and arovund S. Pletre, and oul into the vallay to the
West,
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At the conclusion ef the confesrence, the Battalion Commander, the
S«l, and the S-3 visited Mvision Headguarters and the Battalion Com-
zandar mads these recommendations to the Division Commander.

During the dey, Compeny "B® fired on acme targets which wsre located
by ocur forward OF, and at 1430 hours, all Company Commanders reported
to the Battalion CP for a oonference regsrding the ooming cperstion.
The mission and the plans wers discussed by the Battalion Commander who
then decided that two plateons of Company "A® and one platoon of Company
"C" ware to taske pesitions beyond the pass between Mount Fotundo and
¥ownt Montecello. Es alse decided that a mmber of .30 and .50 cal.
machine guns would be placed beycnd the deatroyers to support the 143rd
and the 14lat Infantry regiments in making the ssssult on 3. Pletre.
* The remainder of the Battalion was to support the epsrstion with in-
direct fire, ssarching the area in front of the Infantry advence snd
firing on amy suitable targets which might appear.

On 11 Dec 1943, the Battalion Commandexr took the Company Commsnders
forward into the srea in front of the Nount Rotundo Pass to select pos-
itions for their destroyers and machine guns, in accordance with the
‘plan which had besn made the previous dsy. The S-2 wyeat to Division
Headquartsra te secure large scale photographs of the ares to assist in
selecting targets and in placing the weapons in position. As the eper=
ation was to be ocoordinated with the 753rd Tank Battalion, contact was
also mads with thet wmit, At 1440 hours, ordsrs were received te place
12 deatroyers in position beyond the pass during the night and that
there was to be no firing from these positions wmtil directsd to do se
by the Division Cosmander. In sdditlion to the 12 destroyers, 24 .50
cal. machine guns were also put into position on Nontesello to sssist
in forming a base of fire. Indirect fire missions wers fired during
the day by Companies "A¥, and "3%, Three snemy vehicles were hit but
the extent of dsmage could not be determined,

During the sarly morning hours ef 12 Dec 1943, the 12 destroyers
were placed in position in accordance with the Division Commanderts
order, The two platoons of Coapany "A" wers firat in poaition and were
being lead into the ares by the Company Commander, Captain Aleo P,
Poarson, and as the first dsstroyer left the road, it hit & mine which
explodad and wounded Captain Pearson and Sergeent Broussard., The
Sergeant was evscuated promptly but, in spite of his painful wound,
Captain Pesarson remained on duty throughout the night, directing the
movennent of his unit and was still on duty early the next morming when
the Battalion Commander arrived to: check the area, The Batialion Com=
mander ordered Captain Pearson to report to the aid station for treat=-
ment and told the Division Commander of Captain Pearson's gallant action.
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For this conspioucus servios beyond the call of duly, General Walker
awardsd Captain Pearson the Silver Star.

The Division Coamsnder held a oonfersncs at 1220 hours, with all
the mit commanders who wers to participate in the attack to make final
plans fer the operstion and to ooordinste the movament of the various
unlts, It was decidad that sdditional time was neadad to get all wmits
in positien as the 142nd Infantry was to attack Mount Linge from the
flsnk the night following the asssult on S, Pleiro and Samaucre. Bee
cause of this, it wes necessary for those destiroyers in direct fire
position en the neose of Momt Montecslle to remain ooncealed threugh-
out that day smd the fellewing day. Considersble activity was noted
in the valley West of 3, Vittere and North of ¥ount Magglore through=
out the day, se those destroyers that were in indrect fire position
fired seversal indirect mizsions. Our ferward positions were under
considersble sghell fire throughout this peried.

During 13 Dec 1943, our destroyers which were in indirect fire
positions completed registration on points that could be used to assiat
the Infantry in its attack on S, Pletro and Sammucro, Our positions
wore again umdsr intermittent shell fire. Our OF located an anemy gun
position which could not be fired on by our flat trajectory weapons se
" we called the Divisien artillery, reportad the target, and cur OP adjusted
the fire ef the artillexry on the gun poaition,

The Battalion Cosmander held a conference with the staff and the
Conpeny Coomanders during the aftermoon and gave the final instructions
for our support of the 14ilst and 1/3rd Infantry in the attack on S,
Pletro. He also stated that the 753rd Tank Battalion was to send one
Company of tanks down the S. Pietro«Venafro Road and that our gunners
should be alert to 1ift their fire when the tanks appeared.

During the night our listening posts reported that motors could
be heard on the highway in the vicinity of S, Pletro and S. Vittere and
also reported that some lights had beem observed in these areas. This
information wes passed on to the Divisicn. An over-lsy showing our
dlspoaition in support of the operation is attached.

On 1/ Dec 1943, it was learned that the attack which bad been
planned would not take place until the following day, as all troops
could not be in positdion before that time, During the early moming
bours, shelling wag intermittent throughout the area and the Battalion
Commander spent most of the day at the OP checking the area in fromt
of our positicns and making final plans for supporting the attack en
the pogition Wi th firs, Oyr forward arems were dive-bombad twice during
the morning snd a bomb fragment damaged one of our quarter-ton vehicles.
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During the afternocn a heavy artillery concentratiom fell on one of

the platoon positions in fromt of Mownt kontecelle. Ome shell hit the
extra smmunition which was stacked behind one of the destroyers, setting
it on fire. The platoon coemandsr with other members of the platoon
got out of thelr vehicles with fire extingulshers to extinguish the
flames and prevent them from spreading., In spite of the fact that the
emmund tion waa exploding they continued to fight the fire using fire
extinguishers and water and shoveling dirt onto the flames until thay
wore extingulshed, Ideutenant Boysa and three enlisted men wers wounded
while putting out the fire, This officer and all the emlisted men who
participated in this action have been recommended to be awarded the

Silver Star,

Some indirect fire missions were fired during the day by the plateoons
that had remained in indirect fire positiens. ‘

On the morning of 15 Dec 1943, the Battalion Commandey called the
Commanding Officer of the 1l41st Infantry to coordinate operations with
bim. He also checked with Division Headquarters and 1/3rd Infantry to
ascertain if all were ready fer the attack that day. The operatlon was
to begin at 1200 hours and we had Lialsen Officers with both erganizatioms.
At 0900 hours, 15 enesmy planes bombed and strafed the valley in which
we were operating and four planes were destxoyed by the AA Artillery.

No firing was done by our Battelion until the attack started at 1200
hours and then the scheduled fires were laid down. The Tank Company
which was to move into S. Pletro on the S,Pistro-Vemafro Road, mads the
asssult, but was unauccessful. Some of the tanks almost reached the
tomn and found that the road had been blocked with vehiclse and debris,
gaveral had hit mines before reaching the Townm and 1t was decided later
in the dsy to withdraw the remainder of the tanks, sinoe the Infantry
had not been successful in moving along with them, Some membera of the
1/lat Infantry had succeedsd in reaching the village, but were apparentily
cut off. No communication wans ever establlished with them. During the
sarly part of the night, the 1/2nd Infantry moved inte position near
Mount Lumgo and during the night essaulted the Mountelsn. :

The Battalion Commandey spent 16 Deo 1943 in the forwerd sres st
the Battalion OP. The Commanding Officer 141lst Infantry reported that
his attack againat S. Pletro bad not been successful and that most of
the Battelion making the sssault were casualties. The 1.3rd had net
advanced as far es planned so our destroyers that were in indireot fire
positions fired most of the day in the srea aroumd 8, Pletro, selecting
tergets which were suspected to contain enemy machine guns sd mortars;
A firs was started by one conoentration and it appearsd to be either a
fusl or sn smmmition dump, The assault by the 142nd on Kount ILungo had
been successful and enemy on that mowmtain were mopped up during the day.
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After dark our listening posts reported heavy shell fire northeast of

S. Pletro in the 143rd Infantry Sector and shortly thereafter, the

1/3rd Infantry reported a counter-attack in that area and requested
supporting fire. Two concentrations were placed in the area as requested
and later information was received that the counter-attack had been broken
up and that no further firing was necessary. About 2300 hours, the
Division Commander callad and reported that it was suspected that the
enemy was o thdrawing from the 5. Pletro area and asked us to bave our
observers alert.

Most of 17 Dec 1943 was spent in raconnaissance ag the enemy with-
drew from the S, Pletro-Sammucro area during t e early morning hours,
Very 1little enamy shelling occurred during the day and patrols were
pushed forward aggressively. It was found that a considerable amount
of equipment had been abandoned when the enemy withdrew and that the
area had been heavily mined, A few mortars and machina guns had been
left to cover the withdrawal but they wers mopped up by the Infantry.

' The early morning of 18 Dec 1943 was qulet and the Battalion Commander

wont forward to reconnoiter positions for a possible forward displace-
ment of the Battalion. Whilse on this reconnaissance, a German soldier
surrendered to ths Battalion Commander. He brought the prisoner to the
rear and upon questioning him, 1t was found that he had worked in a
Battalion Headruarters and stated that his unit had orders to hold until
17 Dec 1943, and then withdraw to mother line, He stated that the enemy
had fallen back to S. Vittore area whers positions had been prepared,
After questioning, the prisoner was sent to the P¥ enclosure. During
the day our M-10's which had been in position in front of Mount Montecello
were moved back inte indirect fire positlons since they ooculd make no
further advance in that direction, and were not in suitsble positions
floy indirect fire from that point. Some shell fire fall on our positions

during ths day, but it wasn't heavy.

19 Decembar 1943 was spent in making reconnsissanca of the forward
arsa and preparing plans for displscing forward to give oloser support
to the Division. In moving one of the Company "A" destroyers, a track
was blown off by a mine and one of the mechaniss working on the destroyer
was injured.

Preparations wers made to mowe the service trains further forwsrd
end the Reconnalssance Company was moved to s area which was at the
foot of Mount Rotundo., Fheay artillery fire was more active throughout

the day.

On 20 Dec 1943, the Battelion Commander left for a reconnaissance
Just at daylight, to select direct fire positions West of S, Pletro to
support Infantry attacking C. Morello. Contact was made with 3rd Bate
talion, 14lst Infantry, outposting the line., Juat after noon, instructions

were received to place a platoon of destroyers Northwest of S, Pletro
A

.
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prier to dnxk. Ome Flatesn «f Cempany "BY was given this migsisa snd &
platoon of Recatmaissance Cespany was slso erdered ts sereen the Ocmpemy
¥B¥ plateen. The other twe platoons of Company "B" ware ordered te take
posftions astride Highway #6 Eerth of

and ene platoon of Company "O" was placed aleng the weste

Eomt Botumda, Compsmy "A" aad twe platoons of Oompany "G" were hald
in indireot fire pogitieme. It wes

had been hesvily mined go it war necess the

carefully sweep the area before the Compsny *0" destreyers ocould tade
up their pesitions,

On 21 Dec 1943, visibility was very poor and it was impessible te
observe fire, so noe missions were fired during the day. Matrels were
sent out from Compsmy "B" snd Recomnaissance Company with orders e meve
forward ag far as road jumction 69 and repert back etch Mowr, IEnexy
shelling was fairly hesvy threugheut the dny.

During the sarly moming honrs of 22 Dee 1943, there
eneny shelling of our positions and enemy patrel astivi
(ne man was woomded snd cme quarter-ten was dsmsged by a shell st sbout
0500 hours in the Reconnaissance Compeny aresa, PFatrols were seat ext
again on the night of 22 Des 1943 te the viaginity of the resd jwotden

L]

During the esrly momning bours ef 23 Dec 1943, a ghell
patrol which had been sent out by Reconxalssamce Compesny snd cne man
wap killed snd mother weunded. An enemy patrol attempted te infiltrate
through ouxr positions West of Bomt Lunge but wes driven eff. At sbout
1300 hours, a shell hit in Compeny "B ayes mnd killed ome msa and wounded
two others. A oonference of Company Commanders wes called and the But~
talion Commander insgtructed them te redovble their vigilanocoe and mee that
the men remained dispsrsed snd undsr oover,

:
;
t

Roemy patrol sotivity had been se vigorous that on the mo ' 4
24 Deo 1943, the Battalion Commender decided it would be well
s strong point in the vicinity of read junction 69 to prevent infil
by enexy patrels into our ares. Flsns were made to do this but, sinoe
the 15th Infantry was in that sector, it wes necessary to osordipate

with them before placing sz strong point in that road junoctiom.

The 15th Infantry hed plemned cemsidersbles patrel aotivity for the
night, so ths Commander of that regiment stated that he would sstablish
& strong point there ss the twe units opersting in the ssme ares would
csuse confusion, Our Bettalion Commander agreed to this md instructed.
Compeny "B* and the Reconneissance Compeny te ocontinue our ususl patrel
activity, but to discoatinue plens for the estsblishment of s stromg polnt.
Vigibility oontinued to be poor and simce the smunition expenditure

had been eharply curteiled, no firing was done,
“9 - ) 4?

i

on




"‘“'”""“ﬂ'r.':“
- F e s

There was prectically ns activity on our sector during the 25th of

1943, patrels were mainteined during heurs of darkness snd a

of Company Cemmanders and Company Exsoutive Officers was bald
during the .afterneen. There was little shell fire in amy of the areas.

On 26 Dec 1943, visibility was good and the Battalion Ccmmander went
the OP te oarry eut fire missions. Permission was cbtained from G=3
fire in an aree Seuth of the Nerth edge of 3, Vittere and West of C,
Nerelle, The Battalion Imd 20 destrayers registered on S, Vittore and
mere than 1000 rownds were fired on appropriate largets. A recounaissance

East of S, Pietre was mads by the Reconnaissance Company.
Gou:ldu-lbl e firing was done in the vieinity of S. Vittore and in the

and West of the Town. At 1830 hours, we received orders from
nlﬁ.lim Headquarters te be prepared to move in the vioinity of Alife by
noon 27 Deo 1943 and to have a quartering party report to G=1, 36th Di-
vision at 1800 hours 27 Deo 1943. This information was given to all Compsny
Commanders immediately md the quartering partles were formed.

O the 27th of December, the quartering parties left as planned and
the Battalion started the movememt at 1200 hours. Ths Battaiion clecaed
in its new area at 1635 heurs smd at 1830, the Battalion Commander held
& oonference with the staff to make plans for reorganiszing the Battalion,
" and for servicing of all types of equipment. The pericd 28 Dec 1943 to
31 Deo 1943 was utilized for maintensnce work on all 'l;rpos of equipment
and a complete ordnance inspectiom.

Map Reference: Italy 1150,000

Attached Annexns:
l. Copy of Unit Journal
2. Overlsys ef Positions
3. Personnel Casualties during period
4. Vehiculay Casuslties during period
5. BEnemy Casualties caussd by636th TD Bn during period

For the Battalion Commandsri:
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-ﬁﬂ/ - .“:' AL La:maéw ANC DESTROYER BAT. .LION

A.P,O. 36, U. 3, Army
1 Deceaber 1943

#
HAFS, Italy 1:%0,000

1. «. Germars ocoupy Wt. OAMIEO and Mt. UEFENSA apd the velleys to
north and south of thess hill wasses,
b. 36th Div, reinf by lst Specinl Service Yorce and 56th British
Div. attacks Mt, OANINO and Mt. DEFENSA hill mess.
(1; British 5&th Div. sttacks Mt, CAMINO and alopes %o the 3¥,
{2) 1lst Speolal Service Porce attacks Mt, DEFERSA (HILL 960)
during darkness the night of D-1 so as to have possession
of HILL 960 by daylight D-day, It will then capture HILL
07, oocoupylng snd defending both positions.
{3) British 55th Iiv. will relisve 36th Div. when 11 has seised
its objective.
(4) See Pield Crder No. 9, Hq 142 R,0.T., attachsed, for BSth
Div. plan of main effort,

2. This Bn. will support the main effort by fire from positizns as
shown on operations overlsy No, 22 attached.

3. =. "A" Qo from positions as shown on operations overlay No. 22 will
fire direct concemtrations and fires on a phese-line time schadule as
shown on operations overlay No. 19 attsched,

b. "B" Co from pomitforw as shown on cpsratlions overlay No, 22
attached will fire direct concermtrationa snd fires on a phse-line time
schedule as shown on cperatiocna overlay No, 20 attached.

6. "0" Uo from positions as shown on operations overlsy No. 22 will
fire direct concentrations and fires on a phase-line time schedule as
shown on oper _tions overlay No. 21 attached.

Xx. Oall fires from officer cbearvers with 1st, 2nd pnd 3rd Bne, of
1520 ROT will have priority on scheduled fires. CFs will be msei up by
thess cbssrvers on the securing of cbjectives by the Bne. to which they
are attachd. All scheduled fires are subject to delay or spesd-up on
order. .

4, 3uPPLY: '

&, Thres (3) deys Olass I suppliss in hands of ccmpanies.

b. All vahicles to be complstely filled with fuel and oil prior to
Dday.

2. All vehicles to be completely supplied with ammunition and extre
3 Inch smmunition to be placed on ground in each platoon area on night
of D‘ls

d. Evacuation of wourded to Aid dtation located in building on Bwy.
#6 (FR-113).

. Zyacuation of disabled vehicles to be cortimious during operation,

f. Replenishmant cof all Clusias of supply to bs mede durlng hours of
darrees during oper,tlon.

95« All wire imto present Bn, QOF will be maintainsd, Companiss will

carry forward wire to new areas mintaining contact with present Bn. OF.

A forward CP OF will boe established on the mourmtain over company poaitions,
at 01,2-12.2. Wire and radio comminication will be established to three
(3) riring companies from this point and to Rear OF,

PYLAND
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LALS:

SADAATT TS S3Ath TANE DISTOOYT WTTALTON
ALC, 36, UL Gl Amy
1/ Dacenbar A3

ITALY 1:52,070 Shesats 360 II - 161 I11,
German foreas continue to occuny the Mt. LUNGO - 8, PIETHED arsa,

Thie 36th Infartry Divisinon attacks on 15 and 16 December to capture
Mt. LIWGO, 3, PIZMFO, 3, VITTOFZ and the high gromd N & B of
3, VITTORE,

W nrogressive movamant during the 13 and 14 December the 36th
InTartry Division axmects to hold hill 729 {960-180), Hill 687
(967-187) and hill 954 (996~204) by daylight of 15 Decembar,

tat Mtzd Jade (Italian) stiacks alter daylight morning of 16 Dec
on Divisior ardar to cantura, and hold H{11 343, and to mop up
alopas o7 Mt, LU0 aast of 96 coordinats line,

kilsaion of Battalion:

Gmns now in nosition pasy COTLINA MONTESELLO priority of support
to attank o7 Z¢ "A"™ 753 Tank Dattalion by direct fire con located
trrgats in tha 3, FIITRO aree and the hish ground N & E tharsof.
Thorsaftsar gararal su-~ort of the sttacks of the 141 and 143
InTartry Tagins-ta,
3alawes of Jatlalion ;2-eral su-nort of attask by 143 Inf, 141
In?, and S0 "A" 753 Tank Jettallon by fire on targets North of
flmy "6 erd fast of 3. T4TO.

flomAarts of 3Jathtelion nravarad to diaplaca to firdng positiona

along Hawy #6 Vorth ~* lt, WTUK on Division order.
Com ary "3 (3rd sletoon of fo 3% attachad):

{(*Y 2o "AM {le3s 3vd “latarna) 7ith 3rd olatoon Co "OM attached,
w11 "ira direct missions in nu--ort o fks at-ack of Jo AT,
753 Tan: lattalisn, om 3. JIITC, Tive w1l e Yeced on 21)
hoges alons th: road aast of 3, ITVC 29 fap cast as a
Uarth = Jenth 1ine tirouti: rid line 92,3, The company will
bazin firdng on *la-2 'r 23 and otler susmected or posaible
Sram ~asitiong at Hehouwr.

Jo MAN, 733 Tel Pat-avinc, 711} eross IP {Poad curve st
{773415%) At ii=henur acd advanca as rapidly as rearn:inla aleng
ro2d to 5. IIT0. ivas of On UM (32 TD M owill be con-
trallsd to eritore to T2 adva-ce of the Tanks.

Y/ 0st InTmetry w1l - toa lipa of deserture {Jrask north
A" T, TOTTOCIIT-14T) to {920-153) =t “i-hour to edvance

prd sstze 3, TT L,

Slras a7 2n MM, AT 7D e, w11 be cemtrellsd a2 conformm
to %3 rovemesd #7000 Ie8 A 3 phan Bhds Taginatt reachas
3. TITTC fires sust v Tif4sd Trw o that area,

(") The 3rd latesn Jo A" fro= let vrasact nositions w1
nrsoaryd ke “ire dnlieet <issicna 4 tha 3. FTTTUO araa
an el O o

[ el - -
(RPN . . -
o . Y (U

Y -
-l b/




aa b, Com-any "3

{1} - S0 "4" {r-m rranint positions will register nll -latcons

4.
(1}
(2)
(3)

3, o=

with alosnd a%aaf on 5. PIETRC and at a noint or the roud

deat of 5. PIZ[EE where the grid lins 98,3 crosaes the road
daylight of 14 Dec 43, After this the comrany 18 to

be prepared to fire indiroct miasions in the S. PIETPC -

3. VITTORE area on ~nil Irom the Battalion OPF.

Co 3" obasrvers will hare redio communicetion with Bm OP,

No fires by company ohasrvars -mtil ralsssad by Bn OF,

g. Coemoany "8" (lass 3rd platoon)

(1)

Co "C" from ita presant nesitlons wl'l chack reglstration
on bage roint (Fodd junztison) at {257-153). The Compeny
will be vremarad to rire s roncentratizns (Con #1) in an
arag in which the hag: solrt i3 tie gastar »f & A0 yard
souare, Fate of fira two (?) rounds rer gun per ninute,for
the first 10 minutas and tpen cne (1) rommd »'r gun rer
mirute for tha nazt 12 nirnt:a,

Also be prarernd to firs concentration (Zon £2) with the
point (940-172} ms the zentar of a 477 yord s~vare, Tote

of firz one (1)} round ar gum par minute for ten (10) minutes.
Theae to be firad on call from 3n CPF.

Aftar commbetion of conca-trations tro Comuany will ha
pranarad to fire on trrgets of onrertundty within its zona.

At any time aftar Hehour tie ccmveny (less 3rd platocn) will
be orararsd te mova on Dlviatisn orlar to firing -ositfers
Vary of ¥t, LINGO along I £ to support s nitack of

Za "Z" 753 Tank 3sttalion on 3. VITYVOPE,

‘rovislonal NG dzttery (31. .32)

2al, .52 Tag' l.g g3 ol Tomcany YA", 3, O, Pern and Emnger
“Intoon will Ha annlnced forward of Jo "AY in sositions to,
eover thg 3, fI3TTL Aara,

Jaginning it E-nour lachine Gnr 3eilery wi'l ssarch arsa
3. JIMTPO ard zast to culvart on 3. 21270 read 2t (OF2-
156). Zema ta extond 570 yards North to 3. 1I3TNC road.

Fires wi°' e 1ifted Mam tha 3, MIITRC arse =2 irg 141at
Tnfantry at'enk a-wroasraes 3. IJVQ,

‘relsaa 1 Crmoery

Jona ny to 73 praparsd on call to su-vort tna adweraa of
Somnany "IN dnto sositions Vorth of i, LULGO.

/e & o evorga in TUAZS I surplies,

3. MArrrition tn e dumned on right of 14 Dacemdsr £3,

g. Aid Statiom, no chargs.
5. &. ztta” jon amd Company CP's, no charps,
2. Zomrany Z.'z, no chatga.

. dattalisn IP, no changse,

. L. AL coits to have yellow amoke for air iféntilica-‘on,
2. =hour, 1270 hours 15 Decemar 43. l,
U
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ANNEX NO. 3

HEADQUARTERS
PYTAND, VAN W.
HEADJUARTERS GOMPANY

WALTER, WILLIAM F.
BASTEN, LED L.
HOFFPAUIR, ALBERT N,

MEDICAL DITACHMENT
MILLER, WILLIAM F,

RECONNA
CARLE, ROBERT L.

WILSON, CHAPLES D.
NIXON, STANLEY T.
SALRIN, JOHN E., JR.

nAN
PEARSON, ALEC P.

LANDERS, PAUL P,
PHILLIPS, WILLIAM H,
PARKER, JUDGE O,

CE _COMPAN

YURKEVICZ, RCMAN (NMN)Techn 5th

SWETT, GILBERT L.
BROUSSARD, ERNIE T,

STE T, oy =,

- DIKEY, H.0. (I.0.)

BATLEY, FLISHA B.
HEININGER, JOSEPH E.

BATTLE CASUALTY REPCRT
DATE OF TYPE OF

GRADE ASN CASUALTY CASUALTY
Lt Col 0-236089 17 Dec 43 LWA
2nd Lt 0-1824256 17 Dec 43 LA
Techn 4th 36024854 19 Dec 43 L¥WA
Pt 38173404 4 Dec 43 LA
Pyt 3714768 3 Dec 43 LMA
Pyt 20815861 7 Dec 43 LW
Stf Sgt 20815901 22 Dec 43 LM
Frt 1 ol 37147147 23 Dec 43 XIA
Pyt 3655,188 23 Dec 43 LWA
Capt 0-394225 12 Dec 43 Lm
Cpl 38038566 3 Dec 43 LM
Cpl 13087124 3 Dec 43 LA
Techn 5th 38026133 3 Dec 43 SWMA

31125952 3 Dec 43 SWA
Bvt 1 ol 37146913 3 Dec 43 KIA
Sgt 20816997 12 Dec 43 LA
Sgt 20813190 15 Dec 43 LM
opl 38036608 15 Dec 43 LW
Pyt 37146001 15 Dec 43 LIA
Prt 3314248, 23 Dec 43 LMA

-l -

PLACE OF
RESIDENCE

2104 Trice Ave
finco, Texas

2609 Hackney St
Pittsburgh, Penn
Webater, I11.

R #1 Box 27
Crowley, La

Gen Del
Hheatland, Wyo.

2205 Clower St
Sen Antonio, Texas
1026 W, Craig St
San Antonio, Texas
RFD #2

Colomse, S. Dak
4LBO3 14 th St
Detroit, Mich

Route 5

Haco, Texas

Box 53

Newaome, Texas
133 Wellington Ave
Waghington, Penn
1928 Ave L
Huntaville, Texas
Garage Road
Sundsrland, Mass
Endicott, Nebr

1402 Park Ave
Curville, Texas

Winters, Texas

RFD #1

Kosse, Texas

RFD #1

Schuyler, Nebr
2305 Clearfisld St
Philadelphia, Penn

oL




COMPANY, BN td)
STLKOWITZ, MCRTCE (NMN)

THROCKMORT(N , WILSN E.

wP " Cll
TULLOS, JOHN G.

MOBILIO, RALFH J.
CORDISCO, NICHOLAS (NMN)
BOYSA, ALPHONSE J.
JORDAN, JOSEPH H.
WELLBORN, JACK T.
KING, ERNEST F.
SEWELL, JAMES E,
RAMEY, ROB R.

ANTOLIK, BMIL J.

ANNEX NO., 3

GRADE

Techn 5th
Techn 5th

Bt 1 cl
vt

Prt

2nd Lt
Cpl

opl

Techn 5th

Techn 5th

Sgt
Prt

ASN

32394805
37147161

20813730
36422865
33320521

DATE OF

TIPE OF

CASUALTY CASUALTY

23 Dec 43
23 Dec 43

3 Dec 43
3 Dac 43
3 Dec 43

0~1301601 14 Dec 43

37163668
38035985

14 Dec 43
14 Dec 43

33348697 14 Dec 43

20802556

38039654

33348166

15 Dac 43
17 Dec 43
21 Dec 43

S’
KIL

SHA
SHa
LWA
SR
S’
STk
LA
LIk
L

LiA

PLACE OF
RESIDENCE

1878 58th 8t,
Brooklyn, N.X.
Wheatland, Wyo.

Gen Del

Decatur, Texss
322 E, Stuart Ave
Flint, Mich.

1021 Chestout St
Bristol, Psnn,
4b5 Georgia Ave
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Route

Wayzata, Minn,
RFD #,, Box 325
Fort Worth, Taexas
Centar St
Sbavertown, FPenn.
Route #1

Dals, Taxas

Taf't, Texas

435 Wilbur St
Scranton, Penn,




ARNEX NO, 3. ,
PFRSONNEL BATTLE CASUALTY REPORT

OFFJCERS ENLISTED M
Eilled ¥ounded MIA Captured  Killed JHounded MIA Captured
Dec 3 0 0 0 0 1 8 0 0
Dec 4 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Dec 7 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 o
Dec 12 O 1 0 0 0 1 0 0
Dec 14 O 1 0 0 0 3 0 0
Dec 15 O 0 0 0 0 4 0 0
Dec 17 O 2 0 0 0 1 0 0
"Dec 19 O 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Dec 21 O 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
Dec 22 O 0 0 0 o 1 0 0
Dec 23 O 0 0 0 2 3 0 0
TOTAL 0 4 0 0 3 25 0 0
ANNIX NO, 3




ANNEX NO. 4
VFHICLE CASUALTY REPORT

1 - Halftrack destroyed 2 Dec 1943 by enemy artillery fire

1 = One quarter ton destroyed 2 Dec 1943 by enemy artillery fire

1 - One quarter ton damaged 2 Dac 1943 by enemy artillery fire

1 = M-10 demaged 12 Dec 1943 by enemy mine

1 = One guarter ton dameged 14 Dec 1343 by bomb fragments

1l = ¥-10 damaged 19 Dec 1943 by mine

1 - One cuarter ton damaged 22 Dec 1943 by enemy artillery fire

A11 the sbove destroyed vehloles have been replaced by ordnance and
those damaged have been repaired by our Battalion Motor Shop and are

- back in service.

ANNEX NO. 4




ANHEX NO, 5

Par. 1.

Par. 2.

Par, 3,

ANNEX NO., 5

ENEMY CASUALTY RErORT

Total expenditure of 3" ammunition during vperiod
was 15,374 rounds H,E, and 800 rounds APF.

Total expenditure of ,50 cal., ammunition during
period was 1400 rounds.

Estimated enemy personnel killled: Due to the nature of
oreration of this unit during this period no accurats
account of enemy killed can be accountad for.

Damage to enemy material: Due to the neture of op=
eration of this unit during this period no accurate
account of ensmy material damaged or destroyed can bs
accountad for.




CADT AT DL 4365 n LALL o Tl AT aLIe
Ciice of tre 3attalioc:n o, ~ o

AC Ay, Vo 3. ATy
T Jebruary 1944

SU3JECTs  Trarsmit-2l of Toeords

ic i Co. nnding Genarsl, 26th Infa U sivicion, AT oy L. 3. oy

1. rtursusnt to IListructions coviav-d i 100t oar, AT 100 Zoreo
:adovariers, dated 20 Aril 1942, £ile 43 S1,7/779 O-U, sudiscts
~istorical Cecords avd Tistorizs of Orzanduaticrs, Lrangmib o~ hors A

Cperations &1 Itrly, January 1974 of Ll atia"ien,

2. QCorcligionz:

8., A 2 iren salf-procellal sun Tank Desiroger In Lo sur o
g river ecrossing prriants an istoresting study i» emoloyiut,  ciret bt
thirty-tuo ton vehicle must wait for tix arwor d fover wride- or 3
to bo construetzd, so thn nra-cros:ing 2aploymart of the .0, will
concidered, Th= hiph velocity, o»-autiflly accusnte 2 ineh moun d1a fd2lly
suit2d Lo smash pil! boxas, anemy amcl-azements, and kneck doum tows nonr
the croszirg 1 whilch eneamy snipers and machina cunners lurk, Jontrory
to ronular bolisf 2 guns ar- most 2f 2ctive when sited 1 clogo-up § -

dir:et sosilion: wit: ilast ¢~filad- amd with mlnlh'“ 2lovaidicen suf Ticist
to ersmse close In Lrrgzbs. All ihirty-six quns of tha baitalicn wus) ba

[
1
carefully ragisterad on a commorn aus: nelrt and zevernl coack oinls in
thz tarpet area. TForvard orservers plogad wold v git 2 Inias'ay ou
posts along the idver in the zone of tre supportea unit orins tho nase

firs of the Zatialion to venr on largats of cprortunity nd o loc "**u
sneiry strong points. Thasz oUservers ear also oring firs t H2ur ¢ any ™
enemy armor winleh may ne used In ih2 initial sinens 0. the crogsing.

Viors W ”

VAN . LA
Lt Colonel, Infantry
Comranding

1 Incl:
Harrative of Cperations for ths month

of January 1944, with altached annexes

<! 27
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HIADQAPTE'S 636th TANK DASTROY F BATTALION
APO 4A4, U. S, Amy

7 Fabruary 1944

OPZRATICNS IN ITALY, JANUARY 1944

The first fourteen days of January 1944 wer2 szpent In a rzar ares, in
the vicinity of Pi:dmonte D'Alife (289040}, whero the Battalion reorganized
in accordances with ths new Table of Orgarization, and underwent a short
training psriod with tks new organization. On Jenuary lith, the Battalion
Commander raceived a waming order to move the 3attalion to an assemble
area betwazn lount Lungo znd Mount Corchia, from which it corld support
the 36€th Division in an operation against the Garman line across the Rapide
Fdver, nzar 3, Angelo.

Tnz 3attalion Jommander tock the staff forward on January 14th to
reconnoiiar an as:cembly erza, Upon completion oi the roconnaissancs the
Som-any Comranders wers ordered to racort to the Battalion CF the fol-
lowing mornirz preparzd to go on an all day r=connaissance with the staff
to s=lect assambly arsas,

Th> followin: two daya, 15th and 16tk January, wars spant in the
reconnaissance and presaration of the assembly area which had be2en selected.
Tne 17th and 18th of January ware apent in moving into tha =ssembly arza.
Taz 2o3itions s-l=3t:2d were as follows:

3attalion CP (978145)
Rzeontaisssnca Comtany (973148)
Sompany "A" (940157)
Zom-any "3 (935154)
Sompany "C" (930154)

A+ 1407 Lourz on the 18th of January, thz 3attalion Commander h=1d
a maztingz o ha 3taff and Company Commanders to orlent them on the prasant
git uatlon. Info:mation was exchanzed whieh had baan obtained from tr2
various rescomnaissace2s, whlch had besn conducted during the day. At the
conelusior of %tns m3ating, 3taf” maxbers guldad Com:any Commandars Lo

formard arszs which thev sotld most likaly occupy to susort Sie nlanad
attack. aAfter su» ar tnat night another 3taff Confaranar s r.3ld o
complate rlans which the Jattalion would follow. A m2ssaga ams sant to

-
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SEERET

the Company Commancers directing them to report to the Battalion CF the
followlng morning,

At 0800 hours, 19 Jemuary, the Staff end Company Commanders as~enbles
and the Battallon Commander issuef orders which resulted in the movenent
of the Companies to their combat positions from their assembly arens,

The Battalion Commander also directed that Reconnalgsance Company sunply
two officers to maintain Liaison with the two assaulting Infantry
Battalions of the 141st, The Company Commanders were also informec that
the Battalion mission was to support the 14lst Infantry in the assault
on the Rapldo River defenses.

The Destiroyer Cozpanies moved to Indirect firing positions in the
vieinity of (901164) during the night 19-20 Jamuary beginning the movement
at 1700 hours and comrleting the movement prior to daylight, The fol-
lowing day the Jlattalion Commander selected direet fire positiona for
Company 3 and the li-ht tanks of Reconnaissance Company on la Piete 7ill
in order to give direct support to the 141st Regimental Combat Team in
its Rapldo River crossing operation, Lt Colonel Pyland ther orders the
Ploneer FPlatoon to clesar a mine field located on the right side of the
hill on which Company B was to place part of its guns, Four men of the
Ploneer Platoon were wounded in clearing this mine field by anti-
personnel mines,

During the morning of this same day the Battalion Commander selected
a forward CP at a louse Just in the rear of la Pleta Ei11l and locatod
an OP on this Lill, Another CF vas located on Mount Trocchio and mannet
by obrervers "ro Jowanics A and €, Company B manned and operated an
OP on a small " 111 »rar tre houndary betwean the assaulting Hegimental
Combat Teams an: n<or the “apido River,

Liaison 07%icers were sent to the Regimental Feadquarters and to
each of the gssavltirg Tattalions of the 141st Infantry, Visibiliiy; vns
poor all day, iut the Companies in indirect “ire positions succceded in
recisterins on a Hza-e point on the north edce of S, Anrelo, The Divisior
Field Crder w-s rcceived at 1109, 2nd it was fornd that one Lesiror-r
Company was to followthe Infantry across the River st & point no~th of
S. Angelo as soon as a Balley bridge wes completed, Reconnaissance =
immediately made to check the route and rround to see if it wouls "¢
possible for the Destrorers to use it, This reconnaineance v g =72
Captain Kinnison, the Battalion S-2, Companyv i wmn orfered to o premarcd
to make the chs:Lh' & soon 3 the bridee wes cormleted, precoe’nd
the cix lisht {2n'is of escerrmairsanes Company, Cartain Tearecon o Zo =mm:
A, with Lt "nl... 0 .econnpicszance Company, whe vas to lead the 1i-"%
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tanre, »ent forwvard to make a reconnaissance of the route to be used,

it 1930 hours, the Battalion began its preparatorv fire with the
Companies that were in indirect fire positions and 2030 hours, the
preparatory fircs were completed., As the mssault progressed, our Lieison
Officers kezt tie _rttalion Commander posted on the situation and called
for fire on suitahle tarrets,

On the morming of Jen 7Zlst, 1t was found that the Ballsy bridge had
not been consirvcted, so Company & remained in its indirect fire positions,
At 0715 hours, Company C reported & direect hit on one of its destroyers,
killing one man and disabling the des*rover,

Constant contact was meintained with the assavlting Regiment throuvgh
our Liaison OZTicers in order that clcse support might be given, As soon
as it vas learned that ocur troops had gained only a small foothold across
the River, Companics A and C fired missicns on 3, Angelo and areas beyond
S. Angelo,

At 1100 nours, lst Lt John C, Camptell, 0-1168196, our Liaison Cfficer
to the lst st nllen, 1/1st Infentry called and stated that the 2nd
Battalion was roir~ to attack, and as there was no Liasison Qfficer from
our Battalion vith it, requested that he be permitted to report to the
2nd Battalicn., The 3attalion Commander gave his consent and It Campbell
reported to the Dattalion Commender, 2nd Battalion, 141st Infantry,

At 1130 hourc, a messare was recelved stating that the attack was
to he resuned st 1400 hours. The Company Commanders were called in and
giver the new situation by the Battallon Commander, The Battallon Com-
mander directed that Companies A and € continue to lay haracsing fire
on the enemy nositlons beyond the area held by our troops at the bridge
site. Due to the srmoke end haze it was impoasible to observe the fires.

During the confercnce word wes received that an allled force hed
landnd south of iouc, .t 1306 hours word was received that the attack
would not be laun-hwd until 1500 hours and the Companies were Immediately
notified of tho ean~e, 4t 1230 hours, word was received that the hour
of the attacy hac bren chanred to 2200 hours and the Companies were

notified,
Durirg the early part of the evening it appeared that the crossing
was proceeding according to plan and one Platoon of Commany A moved into

position in the vieinity of (€93168), preparsd to follow the Infantry
as soon as the bridge was constructed. A considereble amount of enemy

Y2
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artillerv *fell ir ibe Destroyer Cemranics! —esitiers durin~ the ni-"l,
tut no damare yns Cone, and counteretat or: fdre vog wio~ 5 on 0o T e
vositicne by Corpany G,

3y 06/0 hours, 22 January, most of the Ind end drd Tattaliens - r
1/1st had crosscd the ‘apido, but the Fnrirecre were havine 3 7%enlt: in

corstructineg the bridre due to mires and hesv artillery and mdrior Civos,
but reported ther cureeted to hi-v 1l “ridee congructad b varnm, Ot
G735 hours, iv v o learned that the 1:Iet Infantry was heing Feld ur Twr
very heavy eneiy noriar nud achlire pur fire, Heavy enemy ertilles - o0
Yebelwerfer Tlcc -0 T2lling ot the site vhere the bridee wes vmer cor-

struction, o=~y o, v8lck vas still in drdirect “ire positions delivores
fire on Uebelwwer™or nositions, Leter in the merning, “ire wes also o=
livered on 5, An~clo an¢ other target~ in that vieinity, The 1/1st
Infantry recuestcd that we continve to fire on the Mehelverfer positione

to keep them silent. Frior to daylirht hesvy artillery (170 w2} had

fallen in the Dattalion Service Echelon area and the 3attalion Gonvanier
directed the xecutive CIficer and the Adjutant to select a new area "o i+,

At 1027 hours, a report wms recelved that 1st It John C, Camrlell,
0-11681G6, Liaison to the 2nd Battalion, 1/1st Infantry, wes killrd at
1000 hours by an cncm mortar shell, The Serceant assisting Lt Camre’ell
on his misgion reportcd that Lt Campbell had left his foxhole te televhone
a report to Lt Cclonel F;land, the Hattellon Commander, and that t:e
shell exploded vl tc t' ¢ front of Lt Campbell, as he telephoned,

At 1055 houry, Tdvision frtlllery requested that we keep two uns
firing on the 'exlyrc-fer which we had located, az it remained inactive
as long as we placed Tire on 1t,

Enemy artiller; [ire on the entlire area was quite heavy making it
verydifficult for wilre communlcations to be malntained. It wms necesaary
for wire crews to work on the lines almost constantly,

Since it was found that the bridee would not be comrleted durings the
day Company A was moved back into indirect fire positions in order to
support the operation with its fire,

The Commanding Cfficer, 14lst Infantry called during the afternoon
of 22 January and reportod that the Battalion's fire was very helpful and
seemed to be 1l 'hly e’fective., The Battalion Commander assured the
Commanding Officer, 1/1st Infaniry, that we would continue to ®ire cn
every target that aprearc? and on those reported to us by the Infantr;.

Late in the afternoon the Service Fchelon was moved to & new location
closing in the new area ($33156) at 1€15 hours.

1
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At 1655 hours, Company B reported that another man had been injured
by shell fragments from a concentration that had just fallen in its area.

Throughout the morning of 23 Jan, Companies A and G fired on targets
opposite the sector of the 1/ lst Infantry and alsoc fired several counter-
battery missions on enemy Nebelwerfers and artillery positions, At 1146
hours, we received information from the 14lst Infantry that a demonstration
would be staged during the night and that our destroyers would participate,

At 1500 hours, our Liaison Officer, with the 36th Division visited
the OP with information concerning the demonstration which was planned,
The Battalion Commander received permission to move the Company B des-

" troyers, which were in dirsct fire position to indirect fire positions

in the vieinity of Companies A and G, in order that their fire might be
better used to susport the Infantry, At 2200 hours, the Battalion
participated in 2 Division demonstration, firing 288 rounds of 3-inch HE
on targets assimec by the Division Artillery, At 23/0 hours, information
wag received from the 36th DMMvision that there would be no smoking of the
valley the followlng day, Smoke had been mo heavy during the last few
days that it waes imposslble for the Artillery observers to adjust fire on
the enemy, g

Orders were received on 24 Jamuary to participate in another demon-
stration that was planned for that evening, The Battalion Commander
ordered Reconnaissance Company to move forward to take part in, the demcn-
gtration and plans were made tc use ,30 cal, and.50 cal, machide guns, -
and light tanks In the demonstration. One platoon of Company B was also
ordered to move back into direct fire positions to assist in the demonstration

The Battalion continucd to fire harasging missions and al#o observed
fire on selected tarrets across the Rapldo all during the day,

The Division Artillery gave tke rate and time of fire to be used
during the demonstration, dJust at dusk, the light tanks and machine gun
crews of the Reconnalgsance Company moved to the forward slope of La
Pieta to take up positions for the demonstration that night, The ,30 cal.
and ,50 cal, mechine guns were emplaced about 100 yards in front of the
light tanks, One Platoon of Company B with its ,50 cal, machine guns
also took position on la Fieta, prepared to fire during the demonstration,
The remainder of the Battalion fired indirect fire missions,

The machine guns marticlpating were ordered to carefully dig in their
pogitions as it rms antieipated that heavy mortar and artillery fire would
fall on these forward rositions as soon as they began firing, The
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demonstration was staged at three different hours during the nisht and
the light tanks, machine guns, and destroyers on La Piete received
considerable counter~battery fire, After firing the last demonstration,
about 20 minutes was allowed for the machine gun barrels to cool and the
counter-batlery fire to 1ift, The tanks, destroyers and machine ~uns
were then withdrawn to their regular positions Just prior to daylisht,

At 0842 hours, Division Artillery alerted the Battalion to be nrepar=d
to meet any counter-sttack which might be launched apainst our positions
down Highwey %6 or up from the Junction of the Papido and Carigliano
Rivers,

- The Battalion Commander rrceived word that the Division was goins nn
the defensive and that the Battalion was to support tte 143rd Infantry,
A direct telephone line was laid to the 143rd Infantry and dezncive
fires were planned Tor this work., It was not necesrary to wove an» of
the Companies as the entire 143rd Infantry sector could be eesily covnred
from the positions the Companies occupled, Our Iiaison Officer te the
1/1st Infantry ves instructed to report to the 143rd Infantry,

For the first time in several days the weather #ms clear, and tte
, visibility was good on the morning of 26 January, OQur forward ohservers
were alerted to be capeciallyr watchful for any tarpets that might appeoar
opposite our sceter, Aall orcanizations were cautioned to be partienli-rly
careful about camovflase discipline,

The 14lst Infantry located a cave in the vicinity of (£58141) where
enewy activity wes noticed end requested fire to be placed on it. ‘Ire
target was adjusted on by our forward observer and no further activiir was
geen near it,

About noon, the Corpany C area was heavily shelled by the energ with
150mm end lar-cr shclls, and sore extra ammnition was set on Tire, It
was necesgsary to "o sere cf the Destrovers to save them from bvrrning,
As counter~taitery continued to fall in the Battallon area, the attalion
Commander requesicd thot smoke be leid to obscure the enemy observation,

Durding one ¢” ire eremr counter-~betteries in the Company 3 area, -
shell fragment !moclied tre sicht mount from one of the Destrovers,

The Battalion ccntinued to fire on Nebelwerfer positions and otb-~=
enemy targets throurhout the day. Several lVebelwerfers were silenecrs’
by this fire,

The Battalion waz dirm-ted tc participete in the Division Arpnst o 2iew

A%
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that was to be staged during the night., Enemy dispositions were taken
under fire during the demonstration. Due to the restrietion on amunition,
it was not possivle to fire as rany rounds on harassing and other missions
es requested 5 Division Artillery,

AL 1900 hours, enemy track vehlcles were reported in S, Angelo
by Division Artillery and haressing fires were placed in this area, The
1/3rd Infantry reported this fire was effective, At 2005 houras, the 1431d
Infantry reported vehicles on the road south of S, Angelo and harassing
fire wes placed in that area.

At 0050 hours, 27 January, word was received from Division Head-
quarters that the remaining demonstration fires had been postponed until
0600 hours and our cesiroyer companies were notified accordingly, The
143rd Infantry callec at OBl5 hours and reported that no enemy activity
wag observed oproaiie thot sector during the night and the Division
Artillery requested that ovr CP's check the area eround S, An-elo care-
fully for evidecnce of damare caused by the firing on the previous nirht,
Throughout tho da;- the enemy instellations opposite our sector of the
River were systematically shellsd and all susplcious bulldings were fired
on, An enemy machine pum and mortar positlon was located by a 1/3rd
Infantry obsarver and Company C took it under fire, The Infantry oYscrvera
reported the enemy installation destroyed. One of our observers located
an enemy plllbox et {£591/8) and Company C layed on it, Several HE shells
wilth delay fuse made direct hits but apparently had no effect, so APC
shells were used and excellent effect was observed, The pillibox was
penetrated and ammunition or other explosives inaside the pillbox were
ignited causing & large explosion compleiely demollshing the installation,
The S-2 of the 143rd Infantry requested informatlon regarding the type
of ammmnition used in destroylng the pillbox and this information was

aupplied,

The Division planned another demonstration during the night and
requested that our Zattalion participate in it, The hours and rate of
fire were given to the Destroyer Companies as well as targets to be {ired
on, On 28 January, the Battalion was requested to support the 34th
Division with fire and this was co-ordinated with the 36th Division Artillery,
All gume wera checked to determine what fire could be placed in the 34th

Diviaion sector,

During the morming, enemy Nebelwerfer fire fell in the Battalion area
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and shell reports vere turned in on it, The “lattelion did some irir-
in the 34th Division ares and continued to cover knewm and ohserre
tarcets opposite our secter. ©r noon the visgitility bhegvme ooy o iX
was difficult to determine the results of our fire, ‘nother -ner
pillbox was located andéd Company = fired or it until smoke hersn neurine
from the door indicating that arrurition or equin-ent insice had “eer
set on fire., V.. eneir ovidentls Cwemn oseelkdns the valler te o wevre
our ohgervntion,

At 1430 ourn, the ermem- fire on our dectrorer morltiens D enim ey
heavy and it =g estlinasted that around 300 rounds “ell in the &' ~e om0 onr
nositions during the afterncon, 4 direci hit on the housne in +Hic™ o
Company A CF was located destroyed it and slichtly injurec the Cemmon
Commander, Cgptain Alec I, Pearson end l.is Fyeentive Cfficer, lot It
Robert E, Grara:, an enlisted mar of the Cerman: CF, Tec 5§ Uenr 7.

Behr, was slizitl: Injured., In the Compan; C arca,n vt i‘e rhoor“cm—m
shell ignited ve coiwvfla~c nets, Shell reroric weore turned Iy o 77z
shelling and iv w5 towel inst ihe larrest chells ibnt hrsl een vor” v
our positions "Il 0+ 1 i econcentmaticn, as there were abovt 4 27 -7 -
in the Commany; v+ + l¢! mude eraters six “ret Ceem and doontre-Twop
fept in diennt », 7 Tele mpe by one unecvrlod-d elell e e TS
Inches in Jdiv: o, 0
Divigion, Li Crlevield
ments verifio”,

s

Dot this Informetion was wiven to (=0 o7 v TN
;land, the Battalion Commander b:d these v« ue-

At a conflerence with the Staff during the evening, the 3attalion
Commander directed that alternate positions be loeatec tle following
morning so that the Destroyer Comranies could e moved as it wms
evident that their positions had een located by the enemy and that Z-er
were wall repglsteored on them,

The “attallon Command Post receivec some shell fire duriny the
afterncon and tue 'cadquarters Company Mess Serreant and one cook ve
lightly wounded,

On the moraing of 2¢ Jonvary, the "attalion Commander, with *'e
Company Comman:lerd ol tic Lestroyer Companies ard mem «rg of the St o0 -
a reconnaissance ‘ov rliernnte pesitlons for the destrover Comanic:o,

After checkin: the ~~rrn, "¢ atitolion Comman'er directced that'Co:man; A
move to & new locatlen at (©2314¢) and that Companies ‘' ané C zhi™ © "1
positions one or two hundred yards and disperse more, ‘vt remain in inhe
same general aree that they had occupied previously, ALl there chai-
wore made during the day and all Flatoons re-registered on iie base roiri,
Only a few desiroyers were moved at a time and the Sattalien contine @ %o
fire on targeis which appeared opposite the Divlsion secter and tioae

Ke
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called in by the Infen‘rr ond Artillery, All the areas recelved some .
enemy shellin~ durine the dav and nisht ~ut no heavy concentrations “ell
in the new arcas such as those which were received during the previous day.

From about 0100 to 0130 hours and from 0501 to C53C hours, heavy
artillerv shells estimated to »e 170mm or larrer fell near the Jattalion
CP, The craters indicated that the fire was comlng from two different
positions, one opposite the 34th Division sector and one onposite the
36th Division scctor. Trhere were no casualties from this fire, The
Executive Officer mude 2 shelling report giving all the facts that could
he obtained to azsist in locating the long renre puns, which were doing
this shellinn,

Vigibiliy; was -ror during the day hut it was posslble to engarce
several tgreats, ' havassine misslons were assizned by the Division
Artillery,

The Battalion Cormander atiended a conference with the Division
Commander., Upon returning, held a meeting with the Staff and Companyr
Commanders. The Jdattalion. Commander explained the situation and gam the
plan of a pronoced attack on S, Anrelo, The attack was only to e made
if the 34th Divigion vas successful in making a break through,

417 Commanies were alerted to take part in the attack if it mterial-
ized and were nazi-ned missions to fire on the town end the viginit: juvsi
back of the tom to cover the advance of the Infaniry,

The “attalicn Co..gncer aitendsed a conTerence at the Division A-tillers
to learn Jusi thint Tires vere nmpecte® “rom this Zattalion and founs that
the Tiring woull tae pl-ce as a demonstration whether an a’tach vas
actually launa"» " ~r =ct, Upon retvrning to the Battalion (F, the Comman::
Commanders were ~iwen cormlete information about the firing for the

? ons weve carried out as schedul~d, As the real: throurh

ni~ht and the nigsi
y tre Infantry did not make the nroposed atiack that night,

LER

was not effce d

Cn 31 January, the Battalion continue’ te search the enemy rozitinns
across the 2anide River selecting knovn targets and thoroughly coveriar
them with fire, Lzie aerizl photorraphs were found to e very hel-ful in
selectine tar~ctc and the vnositions located hv the Divislon Photorrarhic
Interpreter wmre wointed out to our forwnrd observers to assiet in sel-etin~
targets to e Tired on,

"Morever carcii o, foemr mevmnent was noted 'oooonr ohne cuers v
fired on and L. n - cr oF imrclances, excellent cf7ect war ohservnl,
| & ,..;’
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“hen no actual torrets could be ohcerved, herzssing fires were
vlaced on suspected aree and rcads, Vouses oprosite our rositions vere
gyatematically covered by fire as it was found in the S, Fietro omeratinn
that the enemy mode a 'ractice of occunying them in moet instances,

Five nhouses were rercried comnletely destroved that were “nown to
be occupled by tiwe enemy an d strong roints whiceh hed been rointed cut hy
the 4erial lhoto~r~ tic interpreter, were well covered hy fire severnl
times during the Jnr, The herassing fires for the night which had »ccn
assigned by the Division Artillery were planned hr the Bettalion Comminnder
and the Staff assi-ned these missions to the various cemranies,

Mo replacements were received for the rericd Tor which this re-ort
iz rendered,

Kap Reference: 1:3%0,000,

Attached ’nnexes:
1. Cory of Unit Journal
2. Cverlays of iositions
3. Persomnel Casuzliies during nreriod
4e wteriel deciroyed or damared by enemy action
5. ‘nen; J.avaliles coused by 8%h T Bn durdng reriod

¥er the Battalion Commander:

4 ‘
(P27 / Mr* s
. JUCLE
Captain,Infant
Unit Yistorian

i Sletha
[ LU A

CFFICIAL:

AZLLLT Ly DUXLT
Cantain,Infantry
Adjutant
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READOUARTERS 636th TANK DESTROTRR BATHERIN = "4 "@

ArC 464, U, S, Ay . . -
. - - 18 canuary 44
. TR
CAIN:  ITALY 1:50,000 = Sheets 160 II - 161 III, :

1., 2. 9.y holds RAJIN - GARIGLIANO river 1ine,

b. Joth Infantry Divisicn on D-Day will cruas RAPIDO river,
aocure SAN-ANGELO, and establish bridgehaad for future
oporations,

2o e Linsion of Battallon:

(1) Cecuries firing positions near the E bank of the RAFIDO
TIVER I of CEBA NALITIC, after 2000 hours 20 Januery N
jrepared by daylight 21 January 1944 to support the attack
by direct fire cn dofinitely lccated German positlons or on
Lunks attempting to attack ti:e bridgehsad; and preparsd
Lo exscute long rangs {ndlrnet fires in support of the
bridgehead after inilial objactives are captured,

3o og. Someeny "A" will move from present rpositlon to indiract fire
cesiticn In the vieinity of 382 = 164 (See Cperatlon Overlay)
under cover of darkness 19 January 44, Routs {3ee Operation
{verisy attachod), "A" Compeny will register 1 (Onm) gun per
:latcon on SAN-ANGILO during day 20 January and bs propared to
Tize sny missions reguested by Battalion after registering.

CC Conpany "A" will recomnoiter direct fire positions in area
Joull, of LAIIRTA, and be praparsd to cccupy same on Battalion
olider,

sormoany PO Wil omove from present position to indirect fire
sosilion in the vielnity of 899 « 104 (Soe Operation Overlay
atinched) under cover of darkness 19 January 44. Route (Seo
Grorvtion Ovsrlay aitachoad)}, "3" Commany will register 1 (Onel

gree or plateon on 3AU-ANGELY during day 20 January snd be pre-
cared to fire any mlesions raguested by Battalion after registering.

(&

S.  Semmmay "3 will meve from sresent nosition te ddrwet fire
cv4iticn Joutheast of LA-iZuTA, ot A75 - 165 on Battalion order N
i tu JwDay, dedcur, Toute (seoo attached Overlay)., Company
15" 9111 be prepared te zupwrt the crossing of the 26tk Mvwision
w0 targats of ovmertunity sn tie dest bank of tie FAUIDG river.
Geo Ten Zomomay ail) Duandsib O (Twe; Offieers to accompany the
Totounl Prd Battallone 143st Infantry as forword observers
wo g ileison officers with those units., [icnecr Platcon hen
Semrraens wiLY nlear all mir s ln Y3" Comnany dirsct fire
Nxaltior and routes tlereic,

s Ge aTdniztestive orders laoter,
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ANNFX M0, 3

KILLED
18 Jan 44 O
19 Jan 44 O
22 Jan 44 1
23 Jan 44 O
28 Jan 44 Q.
Total 1

ANNTY RO, 3

SECRL:

PERSCNEL 3ATTLE C/SUALTY REPORT

Q-FICERS

TOUIDED MIA CAPTURED

1 0 0
1 G 0
1 0 0
0 0 0
2 Q 0
5 0 C

EMILISTTD LEM

KILL®*D TOIVDED MIA CAPTURED
0 0 0 0
G 6 4] O
1 1 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 5 0 0
1 13 0 0




ANVEY NC. 3

HEAT QUARTFRS
KINISCN, PAUL (07
BRUTCKYER, TO-ITS W,

HEAL”UARTERS COIP ATy

BLOYD, DEL3®RT ™.

STCTHA, BERMARD W,

HF.CONPATSSAVCR 0G4 v

CAMPETIL, JO C.

RODGY™ 3, REVI'OLL:S 1,

37OVTR, MER CHIL C.
LALIMAN, ALVI® I,
CLIVER, CFARLTS ¥,
HARRIS, JAIT3 C.
PENNINGTOY, GOYXE D,
SALDIVAR, BENITC W,
COMPANY M pt
PEA”SOM, ALFC P.

GRAKAM, RDBERT E,

SCHWAKE, ELTON L.
PRICE, WILLIAM H., J1.

BEFR, IIFNRY E.

ANNEX NO, 3
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sinlisted

- -
[l it
0=3L40RL 1€ Tan /4
Qu1isR10M 3% Tan 4/
en
B AV (ks 2¢ Tan /4

37163337 °F Tan

ekt
(rl
Crl

Pvt 1 el

Pvt 1 el

{""ieers

B aant

Capt

Ist 1t

fnlisted

1st St
ool

Jop R

D=1168126 12 Jan
0-128812%5 722 Jan
Yen
35215466 1@ Jan
3714600 I€ Jan
3715107 10 Ton
352135872 19 Jan
7146082 10 Tan
REVPAE RS 1¢ Jan
fa2040205 28 Jan
0=1168254 ¢ Jan
Nen
IENECROR 2R Tan
WOB2056  7f Jan
“NRL1E 60 v?? Jan
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ANNEX NO. 3 (Gont'a) m_-" e
COMP ANY_"BM ‘ )
Enlisted Men
SHAW, FERMAN O, Sgt 38038666 22 Jan 44 LWA Route #2
Garland, Texns
SHAW, DAVID E, Tec 5 31206545 23 Jan 44 LWA 17 Mechanie St,
Boston, Maass,
COMPANY nch
, : Enlisted Men
O!'BRYANT, JOHN W, Pvt lel 25368422 22 Jan 44 DOW Gen Delivery

Daleville, Ind,

AFNEX NO. 3
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ANNEX NO, 4,
MATERTEL DESTROYED OR DAMAGZD
By ENAMY ACTION
! ITRM DATE DISPOSITION
Mine Detector, SCR 625 12 January 1944 Requisitioned
Me=l0 Tank Deatmyer. 21 January 1944 Replaced
Ci::"cle , AMming M1 22 Jenuary 1944 Rénlaced
. 3 = Carbines, Cal .30 M1 28 January 1944 Peaquisitioned
3 = Gun, Thompson submachine 28 January 1944 Raquisitionad
Cal .45
Board, drawing 28 January 1944 Requlsitioned

ANNZX NO, 4. : !
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Par.

Par,

Far,

ANNZX NO,

5,
SNMY CASUALTY REPORT

Total expenditure of 3" ammumition during period

wag 17,900 rounds of H.3. and 43 rounds of A,P.C,,

and 27 rounds of 3" smoks. Total sxpenditure of 37 mm
smmunitieon during perlod was 340 rounds of H.E,. Total
sxpeandlture of ,50 caliber mmmunition during period
was 30,000 rounds. Total expenditure of ,30 ecalibar
smmumition was 15,000 rounds,

fstimated enemy parsonnal killed: Due to the nature
of operation of this unit during this psriod no
accurate astimate of enemy killed can be mads,

2,

Damage to enemy material: Due to the nature of
oparation of this wnit during this period no accurate
astimate of enemy materis] damaged or destroyed can

be made,

3.

Eooadsitg .

5.

59
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tioned behind very little mask s0 that the miniwum elevation will enable
it %0 fire at alose~in targets, The usual artillery piece will osoupy a
position behind a mask fyom whish a degiroyer ean only be fired at its
nexinus ranges, This seens thet positions suitable f¥Ur artillery are not
uweally suitadle for the tank destroyer,

: On the other hand the destroyer's primary missicn demsnds that
1% bo furthey forsurd near geod routes and glose to ite previocusly selested
direot fire anti«tank positions. So it is believed that 1f sareful consid-
srution is given the tank destroyer in the selestion of its indireet firing
poxition, that 1t can perform its sesoondary role without danger to the swo-
oesaful sseomplishment of its prisary one, These are the fundamental rules:

(1) That the indirect position be well forward and as
neay ths probable svenus of approach of enemy armor as the
terrain permits, .

(2) That this position afford at least flash defilade
or concealmsnt, but g very low mask in order to explolt the
close s well as maximum ranges of the gun,

(3) That good routes lead from the indirect position
to the direct position,

(4) That the amrumition reaulremants of the dlrect and
prizary mission be ocnstantly in mind,

(5) That the capabilities of the 3 inch gun fired in=-
direotly by forward observer methods, at fairly close ranges,
using delayed fuse, at enemy pill boxes, bunkers, and atone
houses be thoreughly underatood.

If these rules ars known and praatioced the tank destruyer can
soecmplish its dual mission and ocoapletely justify ite existance and its
extremely high cost to our govermment,

In rule (5) above the r-giatering of one gun of sach platoon of
the battalion on a common base point and closing the shrafg, anables the
battalion oommander to fire one gun or mass the firss of thirtyesix in a

very saall ares with terrifie effect,
VAN W, FYLAND

Lt Colonel, Infantry
Commanding
1 Incls
Nearrative of Operations for the month
of February 1944, with attached annexes
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Dus to the anpearancs of the genar-l cituation, tio !a%i=_ion .omngiiier,
Lt Colonel Fyland, felt that any movement forward woule v 2 idgoway - 0w ire
enteying the Cassino srea, S¢ on 2 Tebrumry b o :ar-: thae lom oA Jowmanr or,
Regonnaissance Company, to cnuse the runds north of { ==y 7 Lemmrd Jeuvc
and Cairo to b2 reconnoitersd, Captain 3odemafll r, zie Twi, uisc - .aCK -

Company positions for camouflage discinline, +sc visi{bhilitv -mg »reallane,

uring the morning, the Battalior fired on - rnuhar ¢ g {ne suas,
nortnre, and nebilwerfers, soma ¢ w ic wara m-crtra M 0l souarvaIrs, ond
gome by Division “rtillery and {ormward infa-trr ~iamatsg, ™= dabholion

Commander, Lt Zolonel Pyland, eslied Jiviaicm “r3ilt oy S0t I R - and
requistad thr asnictance of & 10y chaarver W ool er o0 o tealdee o
solntg ooyerel tia wialbility of v sipin oR srrars,  oveepocawnts wore mace
for ti:ls work and livisior Artillary pionirns ‘o ocetity Tl wmtialisa woun

1

8 nlane woull b2 3available, At 1345 hours “lvia'on Arglti~re eg?tad i
notifiad us an obserwvation nlane mould be availabla and 71 -sverrdlsr alartw
sompsayy A" to he nraparad to fire concectrations on 1o ra ko *at ST
moving along the road betwean Pignatarv and leasing,

The observation plane adjusted fire and re:ortad <w “ir-g star-ad ir
the target arsa, Uron the comrlation of t-a "irat miseion * » alr -~hsarver
anaistod the attaiion in regiataring on “immataro i Ingr on ar - sy
artillary battery, That ooneluded tha =miszaions Tirad Yr tha ohaars ion ~lane
end the Battelion continned to fire with the usa of ~rmumd cbaarvers, placing
counterbattery fire on enery gun nositions =and rarasaine iy ar ctiar tarpe's
agsigned by Division Artiilary,

At 1642 hours the Zomrany Commandar, Fagomra'iaanes o oamr, rehoIma be
the Battallon Commad Fost and zrve Cmrtain Austin, T o latpalion ‘cacutive
0ffiger, a revcrt of rond eonditions north of Yirthway *. «~d -ainte! out on
the mep sovaral likely obs=rvaiion -ost posftisna,

At 2130 hours the Division Commander called "+ Colonel Pyland, the
dattalion Commander, and told him that tha Jatiq’{om ——nld probably o> attagt ad
to Combat Command "3" of the 1st Ammorasd Division, if the 34th Livision
effostad an lmmedinte bresk thinugh on tha Cassino lire,

On the moming of 3 February 1944 at 7150 houre tha Division fitillery
Commar.dox notified the Battalion Commarder that tho Inttalion should be
prepared to move on two hour notice anytime after daylight., All Jom. any
Commanders were notiffed and told te be prepared for a suddem mova~uni ordar,

At 0925 bours the Company "C" forward observer located an snazy v)iinls ara
Compeny “C" plasced fire on it, The Cempany "C" cbserver reporl-d i > vahicle
destroysd by a dirsot hit, Throughout the morniig tha Jattaljon nlaced con-
eansrutions on s nmber of houses Inown to be ococupied by the mmemy anl otheor
ingtellstions identified by the defsnce overprint supplied by the DIvision

0«2, The Battalion observation -ost was shallad by enemy mortarw wt 1235 ours,
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to the Batialion Ceamand Foet, the Battalien Commander

the 36th Pivision had ordered the Battalion moved to the Cervaro
o0 b o the 1um-womauommmas-3um
el hin sariier in the day, The Battalion Comsander then
the Compsmy Commanders to seet him and he oarried them to the sites
stted far thelr osmpamies, The S« ascompanied the Battalion Commandsr
the new area alee,

After the rosemueissence by the Compeny Ocmmanders and Staff was oom=
pleted, plens vere made to move the Battalion on the following dxy, The
Battalien Ocsmandsr, Lt Colomel Fyland, ordered the Command Fost to be movsed
by infiltratien snd directed that the N obtain cleeranss for tha rest of
thg Bettalien,

On the morning 6 February sdvanoe elements of the Battalion began movae
ment to the new Battalion area northwest of Cervaro. By 1145 the forward
schlen of the Battsliom Commeand Fogt was established at 912209 snd vehicleg
hed been camouflsged, All personnsl began & £ n wll onder orders of
mmm Comzsnder sizee snexy artillery fire was expegted in that :

ares,

In $he meantine word had been reseived that no dgylight movement was
pssmitted and it was nocessary for the Battalion Commander to resoind orders
to nove the Destroyer Companies during the day, He issusd orders for the
sovemaat to begin at 1730 Lours,

i

i

1
E

Singe & night move was mnticipated it was necesasry to o 'k the route
ths Destroyer Companies were to take so the S«2 went baok over the route
that hed been selsoted, At 1500 hours our Ligison Officer to Division
arrived with Information that clearsnoce kad besn obteined for a wmovement
during the daylight hours, but it was impossidle to et inatyuotions to the
Destroyer Companies in time to speed their movement therefor the 3dattalion
Commander ordered the march to oontinue sosording to the last plan,

Bovement into the nawy area was pergonslly aupsrvised by tho 3attalion
Coumander, Se1, 3«2, 3«3, snd the S«4, and all positions were carefully
selegted snd ommouflaged, All ocmpanies hsd closed into thelr aress by
2400 hours,

On 7 February the Battalion Commender mnd Se3 insvectsd the positions
oocupied by the Destroyer Companiss the previous night snd the 3attalion
cormander looated an obesrvation post nsar the Comrmany "3" position, #ire
comrmications ware astablished to all Companiss ani the new Gattalion
cbgervation nost, snd the Dastroyar Companiss were ragistared on a bage
point by the 3mttalion Commander,
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congiderable smount of artillery fire around the Battalion Command Fost
éuring the day also, Artillery fire oould be observed falling in the
Oogpany "C" area mnd at 140% one of the shells struck sn ammmition trxailer,
Setting the ammunition on fire, Ancther 8lell made m direct hit on the
Conpany "C" command post but failed to sxnlodse, Cne man vas lightly woumded
in the Company "C* ares during the ghelling,

The vigibility was very poor throughout the day a-d it g vary diifleu’’
to observe tha effeot of any fire. Jasvearal targeic wore {ired on but results
ocould not be aelesrly stated,

The Battalion was notifled by ths Division Artillery Commander that the
attagk wvhish had been planned was to be launched at 1100 hoursm, and shortly
af'tar reoceiving this information the Artillory Anmax to Diviasjon Fleld Order
#47 arrived and from it our preperatory fireg were ulanned. '

The Battaliion Commandey ordersd the Company Commanders t¢ report to the
Battalion Commend Fogt for orders,

Tater in the morning the information we had received indioatad that
the Battalion would be attaghed to Oombat Command "3" for a future operation
wag eonfirmsd and Lt Veevers was sppointed our Liaison Of'ficer to that

organisation,

The Bettalion Commandsr eonferrvd with the Staff on the vians for supe
porting the sttagk whioh was to take place at 1100 hours, snd whean the Compeny
Commanders ayrived the Battalion Gommander, Lt Colonel Pylend, gave the
ordere for laying down preparatory fires and slso ordered that the cbaervation
poste be mamed to seloot targeis of opportamity as the attack progressed,

At 1000 bsurg the Battelion began a one bour prepaywtory Mre on the
nissions asaigned by Division Artillery end when this was oompleted targets
were salested fyom the obssrvation posts and engaged as they svpeared,

The Battalion Ocamendar, Lt Colonel Pyland, located some enexy vehioles move
ing towayrd GCassino and reported them to Divialon Ge2, At 1400 hours the
Battalion Oommmndor losated & number of vehiales moving toward Pontecorvo,
end vhen it wag found that our guns &4 not have sufficlent yunge to engage
tham, conteet wao meds with Oorpe irtillery and a batisxy of 1355 em pums
was Flased en this target, our cbeservetion post adjusting them,

The 36%h Division G«2 oalled and requested the coowdinstes of the enexy
vehielee whish had beon locsted,

At 1623 hours the Bettelimm Cosmender located some enemy persomnel in =
house near the south edge of Oiesino mnd a gun eppeared to be firing from the
hause, Divigion granted perminsion %o fire in this crea =g the attack

¢

hod not susecedad in progrecsing that far, The howse mas fired on and
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soming the area was repestedly shalled snd the Battaliem
od five was being plased ea it,

. dirested that the Cemmand Fost bs meved te smether lssatien simes 1t

later in
cbvieus tha

ocbasry

3
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Our chesrvation post gave the probable scordinates of a
the -xecutive Offiger passed the information on te D&
the IZ Corps sounter<battery efficer,

The Battalion Commander, Lt Golonel Fylmnd, sttendsd s ecoferense at the
oormand post of Cembat Command "3* end upon retwrning held a mesting ef the

dtaff to disouse plens for empleying the Bettalion in the eoming operetica,

Several observed nissiens were fired by the Degtroyer Companiss during
tha day and one enexy vehigle was destyoyed, loemy ardillery flre wasg light

during this poriod,




The Bgttalion Oammender and S«2 laft for tha forward ohservation post
in the early forencon of 14 Febyuary to direet fire, At 0805, 34th Mviglon
" c@lled end siated that there would ba a truce, rangestad by trs enemy, to
plek up dead and woonded, This truse was to exist Letween the hours of J800
aad 1100 bours, The truoe was extandsd latsr in tha momi: g to inciude the
me up to 1430 hovrs.

A representstive fyow the 24 8n, 13th Armored Rez' visitad th> Command
Post in the afterncom to discuss with the Battalion Commandar ocordination
of the 13th Armored Ragt snd this Battalion in the plannad armored thruat
zoross the Raplido Rivaer.

~ Vistbllity during the day was gamarally poor,

the forenoon of 15 February, the Battalion Commanders of the 24
and 2d Sattaliong of the 13th Armored Raglnent visited ths "attalion Cowmand
ost to dsouss with the Battalion Commandsr plans for the coming armoraed
thrust into the lLirl Valley. A Company Commanders nesting was held to orient
the compenisg on the present asltuation, The poaalbillty of the Battalion
moving to a rear syea wag also discusssed,

The Benedlotine Abbay was bombad by American planes during the sarly
forenoon, Ocmpany *3" also fired saveral ooncentratlons into the Abdsy.
Shortly after noon several severs enemy »rtillery conssnirations wers laid
in ths 3attalion Jommand Fost area and tha area oaoupiad by Cenmprany *C¥,

In the 9arly afternoon cur lisimon Offiocer to 36th Division reperted with
nawa that the Bstsa’ lon »ould by detachad from the 36th Diri-ion sffacilve
240" hours, 15 February 1944, ard that we would be movad to ths vicinity of
“immano upon Corps order,

The Sattalion OCommender dirooted the Trecutive Officer snd S«2 to recone
nodtar for s Battalion bivouss aree in the vicinity of Kignano, After selogte
ing an area the Sxwoutive Cffiger anc 32 visited “ombat Comand "3 ooxmand
post to check on the situation, Tha Tor-ardirg Gemeral, "irst Amcrad Dlvisdioenm,
informsd the Zwcutive Offiocer that tha “37th Tank Destroyar Zatia® ion would
naintain its present position on the slopss of Hi1l 552 to jJoin Combat Commend
Fi® in an ermored thrust up the Lirl Vallsy,

[n:xing the aftarnoon our Linison Officer to Sombat Som-mewd "3 reportad
with the informetion comosrning reports that we were to submit to that
~ommand,
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During the night, 15 = 16 Pebrusry, enemy artillery was very sotive,
with a few shells falling in the Bastalion Gommand Fost ares.
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On 18 Fedbruary thig Battallorn remsine! an ar alart strbus Lo move
on instrugtion from Combat -ommend "BY, At 0745 hours tia '3, Combat
Cormmard "3%, notifted the 3attalior Corrandar t at two Lridgos ha' dean
construgtad &t FA5199 snd 967198, Demclition d~uads 1t 2:17 dogars o
orogaed t's rivar Ard t's ares ms aing elaard o7 L 3. T reilTeod
s slaar to 2A2271, Yo armor ba! erosit az yabt vl 14w o oamaiat ot
g% goon s tra riines had e cleared, it wcald a3 cw b oaarnas, Troops
eroreirg the rivar ran irtc arem saall oras Toa,

The 3attalion Comma-der rotifla’ Sembat . a0 'y = tea™lig
aontrol headmusrteres wyuld 53 2t Y78,

A bitter strugele too™> plugs I+ 12 a™a-r0va o1 %o araw T 7 ion
tre bridgne had haan acnatruet-', vl dly tro o2 101d ok Jereens o
attma: bahind and visihility 4in ths vallev wea 0cCr.

The tiel lor observer noit loce =1! twaiwy -~ »aitl s dug in on
tha slope and erest o! lonta Jasaino just Srow . a2 Abbay, Tlandly arte
{7iery was plaoing ooraantrations or thase ingtallatlons,

Ir the sfter~oon the Bgattalior Vomr a-dar acco —ariszl 5y " is 3taff ad
Comtpany “cmmarders at‘'snde. n oorfersnas at Soubat ‘am.a:d "B" | emdruarters
to rlan for tha armoy® ghrust soroas the lapldo. 1 - tlba’ion Jowmarder
requestad that Combat Commard "I plac? Te2 racovar: ¥.lniaa at deslgnatad
points on High¥ay A ard -oar 5y ridges on o river,

In the lats eva-ivg t a 3=3 0" Zo bat Tomvand ™37 2all o’ and statad
that the lattalion wculd be or ona hour alert atatua = fpii-a 17 tours
19 “abruary 1944,

Ta 3attzlion rama'nad o0 n o3 four 2lart gtatus on 17 b urry await-
irg iretrustions (ror Combat Command "3%, At 1725 hours, Joalal Jo:-and "13°
oalled she 3gthalion lommander =~ statad trat U » Jattal on would agmlic
Tovert to a two iour alert statue,

In the serly afternoon our Jomrany " oYna var co-1' % 2 1 reort .
to t a 3attelion vormander Loav %1 hed locat ! L.a @ amy artii’ary bHat oty
reat was laying ertiilery eoree-:rwtions or i dridg- racontly 1aid azros:
*vs Twpldo Fivar., The Com-ary "C" chsarvar diragt:d Mre t»r L 3 977tn A
Jattalion of 1T GCorps Artillery. Tha sramy baltiory w s lownt d at 842182,
Go~d resulte were ~ulakly odtalnsi for acon & tar gonas ~retion wes 1aid i
this ares, a great desl of movammt was obrarvad ard 4" e a amy gat of 01~
orsd gmoke signals »nd rockats, Tt wos believad nrrarg]l evamr comov rgy
vshiales ware dea'.royed

iz







Do attaek orders wore issued, “A%, "3" gnd "C" Companiss redsived harassing
enexy artillery fire in their sree during the night of 28 ¥abruary, Ko
eagutltico wore suffered, as all Destroyers snd perscxmel were well dug in,

Yo date the officers mnd enlisted msn of this 3attalion havo been awardsd
31ilver Stars and seventy=-four Purple rdsarts, One Oak Leaf Cluster
bas bean swvarded, .

¥ap Referencet Italy 150,000,

Attached Anmexes:
1, Copy of Unit Jowmal
2, Ovsrlays of Positions _
3. Personnel Caguslties during period
A« Materiel destroyed or dmamged by snexy zotion
5. Enemy Cssualties caused by 636th TD 8n during period

Yor the Battalion Oommander:
[ W%ﬂl“’/
I D, WANB

t Lt, Infantyy
nit Historisn
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ANNEX WO, 4

oy M3

N8 11 Pebrwary 1944 Replased
sounds = 3* mawition 11 Febwrwnry 1944 Roplased
Eel 13 Pebrwary 1944 Rl ased
mahh.Gxﬁ 235 Fbrmary 1944 Roplosed

ANNEX %O, & 17




ANNEX X0, 5

1., Total expenditure of 3" smmition during *hes
pericd waa 11,800 rownds of H,%,, 182 rownds of 3"
snoke, end 2 rounds of A,P,C,

2, Rstimated enewy personnsl killeds Dus to the
nature of opevetiong of this unit during this periocd
no aoourste estimete of enemy killed ocan be made,

3. Snemy materisl destroyed: During this pariod
this oryganisation destyoyed 1. sneay ooaquplad houses,
2 engey 3,P, vehisles, 3 enemy tyuaks, end 3 enexy

CUCRIT

ARNEX NO, 5
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37733337y Transnisoal ~f Poagcordns,
TC ¢ Sommandire~ enaral, TEIRL Areey, A C ) UL 3, Aroe,
nrsuant he Lostyietisrs onousil et v Lannar, 4174w Doien
. »
*a- ~11PT“r:, dabad 70 i *31 L=, Fits A0 PL,Y /250 S, Sohiant:
~”1331 Tacards <4 Historins 7 Creocizetions, Sronadist-d hare-
1 Omarations in Ifaiv varein 1004 ~L 243 3atiaTdisn,
2. DSonclusinns: -

One Hi=lD fank "mitrovar of 9o wit man lawa-od Oy a4 borb
“ron o~ friendly bomdar durins £l bombibs o7 Jossino by cur My Toren,
Caly one casualty resuliad Tron tids Jirash it e Lo hia iahit ol
Lt &,atrOJﬂr craws dlseins ﬂlahc:nt% Texolag ~ 4 Frenrts noear Biadr
decirorer in which t“av Tive winy et retually S rdin~ en Lie woonr,
This ewablns thom take covar nnrin* bomuire attrcla by Dl lavel
2lansg, " tiie nlanzs ars wuatehad thars i3 time Lo tol:e zZovar when

L bomb raclis are 52w tu onon and soill fhaeir borbs., Iriamdly
~round troons sheuld net o2 too close to enomy tarpats when a friondiy

A

it lavael Bombir~ wi-sicn is ic be acecomplis'ad,
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SECRCT

HEAD T A5 636th TAYK DESTROYER BATT ALICN
A0 464, U 8. frmy

3 April 1944

CFEZRATIONS IN ITALY, MARCH 1044

The beginning of the month of March found "A" Company at 913213,
"B" Company at 912215, and "C" Company at ©20211, ell forward positiocns
where they were awaiting the order to attack up tre Liri Valley, The
first two weeks of weather curing the month were wet and disagreeable,
The Battalion Com:ander several times rlanned to move the Companies bnck
to a rear area but dre to the uncertainty of the situation they remained
in forward noasitions.

One request wes made tc the Commerding Ceneral, Combat Command "EY,
to move companies but it was evidently not faverably consgidered because
no reply was reccived,

The Battelicn Comnmander and 3taff checked the Cempanles on seversl
different occasions and alro syent a good deal of time perfecting rlans
for the forthcoming oreration, Traffic Controls Fosts were checked ard
several Company Commander rmeetings were held to be sure thet all orders
and plans were fully understood,

On 14 March at arrroxdinately 1930, the Battalion was alerted by
Iiaison Cfficer from Combat Co minand "B", that the attack was to take
place the fcllowin~ day, The Tield order was received and plans for
the next days activities were made by the Battalicn Commander and Sta®f?,

At 0730 on 15 larch, the Battalion Command Group began its moverent
to the forward Comrand lost at Cervarc, At CH.5 all elements of the
Commard Group clozed into the new command post, A4 meseage center was
egtablished and comrunications were imredistely set vy with our Componics
ard Traffle Control Neadquarters, Al) officers who were to nairiein
Traffic Gontrol Fosts rercrted to the CI to be dispatched to their resulor
gtations as they were called for,

From C835 to 1200 ccntiruous Tlights of Amcrican Bombers bombed
Cassino, Some bombg were dronred in the orea cecuried by ovr Comany P00,
Cne load of bombs vwus wecidently érepjed near Cervero,

Friendly ariillery beran itc concertration at nocn, Compardes MM
anc. "B" reported thelr ~’crions complete at 1747, cotramy MCM orerorted
that no tarpets of eprertunity had beer ricked up cenceguently Lher
exrended nc am—unition,
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Crizars ww2vy raccired from he 3=%, Jo-oan Jomuta b T3M ohat all
EalaR . - - Ky - .. h] - . " .. I 3
Treffie 2o Grel 3tations un 4o e, 1 owol D 9 sanna. o V0L D. Joruard
e sral pe3ts vive Co 2 2l sz S sitagiion ro-reszaed,

Jestaln Rinndgen, T4 lau:l:, Lo Jdcton, 328 L6 ol Laft tue
a7 oot t to man thelr asziesn:dé Traiific Jortrnl oo

Tie dattaldicn Joomander on. 3<% 3t Lia 5 fo cceusy Traffie

+rnl Hazdaverters, nile 3t bt Hes o~ oarhors oLy om0 line GommarAes
“*:**ﬂLﬂd iajor Jenking, tre Jew Jraland 1wt nrosl, a f ovorsonally
ingsacted all iraffiec ci=trol -osts on Pizhvm:r £,

L]

At 175 1t my remorted thah ton Inaiars verma 0 o2 C 1l wast of
1311 193,

A+ 1875 a massare was ::c2diveo ot sur Lialscn OCfizer that tanks
ware 75 yards “ror objrctive Quislins, irtrer advanesz was irsossible
Fithgut enpinesr ald, mne to card fi-tinz and small armg fishting was

balrin e nlace ir Sassiac on7d on o Laenzaino,

Snmhat Sammang 437 2417 00 Ltarmitfently durdins thz nicht to zive
. + - situation and 4o keap ug nosuid on any furaacl onovananta,  Officers
“ayrine control rosts shaysd or ity throcsiout tha night, Thair
Goitions garz 3hallad 1qtsrﬂ1tt=nt1y uurln? 'he night, During the day
5"~ 3attalion 3xnendsd 744 rounds of L. 5, an obsarvad tarcats,

At 2341, 16 arcn,
on i;”va; 5 had hzarn i
ot o70ne asrosa,

>
-

4 covs "3 2917 3d an. zald that tha bhridea
»d Aand Jnat c2rilain reconnaiszance elera:nts

The sattalion Commander and 3-3 ©oant most of the day at Iraffic
aomtrol id2adauartars keeping up with the situation, Traffic Jentrol
r03t8 wara ralieved and re~mannad to dve the officarc naeded rost.

At 1,00, a flisht of 3«25 Amorisan 3ombers drop-ned bombs in Comnany
3AN1s arap, OUne mar wag injurad, 3gt James T, 3oyd, 38060677, one k=12
s ara ed to tha oxtent that it had to be evacuatsd. Tha tank was
aracLates during darkness and a raplacemant saent in the following day.
ouring the day Co "3" sxnendad 1 rounds of H.3,

Tha Sacttalion Commandser and 3=3 anant wost of the day, 17 March 1944

at Traffic Contrsl Headauartara. From this point in tha sarly aftarnoon
thay directed "A" and "3" Comnanies firs on an eneny ncobelwarfer,
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At 1790 tha 3aiia’icn Sommondar <nd 3=% retirnad o Ua Uafistlon
Jommend oz, Traffic Jontrol Tozts on S i-ivmy & oaars svolcata o iniar-
nicvtent 37211 firs during ths day.

4% 1715 the Somrany Sommendars raz-crtad te 4 2 Ietuoe oot aara o
datinlicn Sommandar ordered that sha Cemvany loor oosheds ooad ern

tine it the punnars, i cirzsced that Jomonny
gniagize the closine of sheals,

Jafora th~ Jommany Sommandirs raturncl o LUl D
artlllery sirall struck the Sommard rost,  soveral othz
Jo one was irjured,

The idaison Officar to Zoobat Jommard P roseriad thal Tour Jrindly
tanks had zond lo Sasgine., Thair ansrench io Cassino w2z observad by all
Battalicn 0B's, Two r~rez wibtnassad burnir: from Loe 3abin forn Sovase-d
Fogt by tae <wnecutivae CTficer, o itact romorts wav:y fo by Lnd concar irs
the situation, Tha datialicn »x-andad 2,531 reunds ol 4, I, and 48 rowmds
of znoke on obsarved targots during the dav,

Toe follogin - memin - L3 3atintior J-priinder snd 5«3 tool: sh-hion
at the Traffic Osrirol fhacsuarters, TraflMco Sontrel Tosts wore ooumed 211

during 18 carch by our olficers, The Zattalion Comm-ndar and 5-3 1y o~inod
at Traffic Contrel lizadauarters throveicudt tha day and en OFUCarant oot
firad the comnanias on obsarvad irrvein,  Tha Jo- oany 3¢ ""4vigr3 e

cellad to TraffMe Contrel aadounrters to obsarvay tha Tirns of tuaeir

Cot anics and to ~ake adjustint whenav iy nacassary, Inbnvrwutnnt 55211 {irs
foll all alonz “ighway 6 durit: ths day, Sn-~tain Kimsizen, @ vmin .oiilic

Control Post #3, was subjac 2d to heavy artiill-ry concentr-tions.

At 0006 hours enomy alrcraft dive-bombad Jriergly frowilire -ositilons.,
Taa lat Arnored Groun formrd Jommand lost suflfarad cegunlting froa o2
bonbing in both human 1ivis ard mmtorial dastreyod. Tha Satisotien Sepedar
obzarving tha bormbing of the zrouv had-uarters Tros iz nos
yards away mnde arrangementa vilth the Jommaniaa te  rovid» trmiane Ptlthﬂ
to evacuate ti.2 lat Amorad Groun -ersennei te ti» raz Jor rsorganization.

Several enemy alr raids took »lace durins 12 day. The apany ola0s
usually strafed Hdghway & in the vieinity of Traffic Control Peost .l
located at the Cervaro and Hisiwmy 6, 3Sgt linskind, Tee 5 lovalli, =nd
Prt 1 ¢l lelma, manning two .52 Salibar nachine muns on 1. datta’ion
Commanders and S«3 vehicles, stuck to thelr nocisz ond fired on all cnaw
planes despite thelr strafing and bombine,
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Jattalion silenced eneny ned2lwarfers and dastroyed ons znemy
by <Jdirect fire from Comrany "S", Durinc~ this action the 3attellon

795 rownas of S0k

L

1%
5 et a,

e 3

i D = . -
Py -y cehd o ol B

3=3 ¢211ad Sombat lctuami..
Tre only informmtion recaivad vwis thalbt the
il 193 Duat o raculis as te U.2ir success
s 3= soudied recent

{followin- "3 to ootain

The

norning ti:
zitnation,
yh2r-gtiacx 24 on
rieaivad,
sag .aps for 103
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L BN

T.e Jattalicos Gommardsr and 3=7 1at e 30 Jor fralfle Centrol
2o avarters, In LL2 2 tzrmoon v Jenany Jemwsnolars were celled to
Sreffic Jertrel lzedmuarters to witniss flrin- o tioair Comnaninzs.,

.

Savzzel enany 2ir raids took olaea durire Lh oar, 19 Larch.  fners
05 el wonbins and sireling of dithwav © In tm*upudt'ofxrﬂﬂic
oc . rol 2aliazartars, Cur .50 Cr), vesnirne mimg wore firad et ereny
SLanzs Rhet wery sithin ran- Jerine e day,

AY ST e el oD Uiy Zay 17 Jarch, S omay L2ld 311 1585 end our Jorees
Gan s osRiTTooldioe MATL 293,

IovrooriiT Uy live ey onattys lupin- Uz nioTt,

it 3 omema o TMEM 4l ot Gal e raorh thnt o4 balaeran T oiDien
wagniwal She i - bt 380 umt Ioda of Jommony WA -0 Uil 36 Teavas od
Jer mxir At 2t hear aromotad o 2 Lizutanagtits.

-l Loa o ersine ol 27 are. worl e razaived hat HiTls 193, 475,

R - ROz o ALLi:] Lrtens,
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Comnany arza. Ong of the sialls struck S0 budldi ~ 1o waieh iz
Jattalion CP was housed wownding thros Jl=v Zealand Cofizars in on
adjoinin~ room, T~ iattalicn Jonamdzr ~nd 3taIT waeided it hiant

nove tho conmand post and fha 3abtzlion Jorwendor -0l d-3 woacon.oitoer.’
a naw positien, The new position za2l-ci-d =i al G706,

Tas 3attalion Cemmandar nnd 3-2
Thara thsy wera eallad to ilisadmuartsrs, 5th o
winore they confarra? with the Cormaander, 3ri-

tafl Jor Tralile Do 2UlmUTIG TS,

LA
L2

Jurrows askad Lt Colonel Jyland if it wo=id o wos:ild™r Jer o dnifalicn
to loy Tire aaely within 2990 werds of Triaudlyr Lroors, Lt Solonel il
the 3atialion Cr‘?ili’l'“}’id"’r, shatzd that 2 could o o 25 L onlinlion o
"c' izlered on a dldine vy o2ay She opeb oon Jeiel Jino oo o o,

A tolsnpione Tine vz Laid From flis v taLlisn Lo U2 tiaw analenc
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oA . . ;
Yodr Sosomr T Josn Iariee Sha onlstt,
- . - . -~y R P . - - 4‘
2 Jemnat Domugans MM =014 tham
D PR SR - .
sedogvs oin Ut oaonicdsy altucu Lue
. N A A - Tar o~ 3 A
. : Iigice Dormiarty oooanded,
r =, - m LN . - - . . B > - -
At 13V Toaars Somhat Jewmyz oVt oL Tt e ia 0y Tdom Sommasdnr and
Eal2 YA Laal ne gns o sand e =10z iotn Jazzing to Mok dovwn soma
ST
aod? cdn

ng ani rive auegyr tanks out,  The dait-lion Comiandesr and 3-2
~dceussed wisi: General Allan thz faasibilisy of thiz plan, The Jattalien
Sewnnncer, Lt Joicnal Mrland, statsc that 4t wms a-ainst e)ll nrinecinles

ol Jard Dastrover tacticz te usa Le=lO'c in thiz nmanner, 33 3did state
hovmver tinat rom the 3dattalion's osresant wesziitlons 2 b2lisved the joo
g0l 23 worie, Lt Inionel wland was ordarad to eontact Zenzral “arki-con,
zy owealand Division Commander, for ivstruccions, Gerneral _arkinson

cit 2rac Lt Tolen2l Zyland to mak: arraneznamts w7ith drigadier 3urrows

ol the 5th Naw 4m23land 3ripede for our L=17's %o zo into 3Saszino to nar-
forr ohisz niscion., Lt Colonel Pylarnd and the 3«2 drova to tie 5th liew
z9a)lard Srisad: Henuauartsrs acd cenfarrad vdth Irisedi:r Surrows. Conm-
Bt pal™ 2d latar in tha svaning to tell us bl 2 slan had Hean

ant et
Cisanrdad ant Uiet we wors ramoved from el-iri status until 7223 kours,

7 arch,

During k2 day, 74 .arch e2namy artillery was activz, harassing

Yol Jorward and rear araas. 'o firing vas done by the dastroyer comnanios,

Cur Zdziaon Officar ranortad Iror Combat Commani 3% in the evening
wenre ol A Larenh that th2 3abttalion would movs back to the vicinity of
Jarimgliane,  Th2 lattalion Commander dscided that it would be best to
o2 to tha vicinity of rizeilll in order to reorganize and pet all ela-
aanss of tihn sattalion tossther., formission was glven by Combat Command
i tg maks: tais nmova, All Com .anias wers alerted to tha fact that they

vyeild novae at daylizht, 25 warch, . ]

nce Jom any furnishzd onrsonn2) for AA erews {rom 20 lLarch

Rrconnalssa
rolusive.,  Jurine this tim= 450 roun4ds of 50 Cal, ammunition

Le 7/ aran irn
ween smaendad,

.oveamant yeran at daylight with Com»any "I" novinz out first, "3",
"AN ftsgonnaissanca Comnany, and the Jattalion Command ost moved in that
ordsr, Th: Lattalion closad in at the lceilli area at 1230 hours, At
1545 .wnrs our Liaison Officar to Combat Command "BY reiorted in and stated
1t i factivse 1570, 25 .arch, we were detachked from Combat Command "3"
anv wodd ravart to control of our oarent organization, the 36th Infantry

Jivicion.
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AINEX NO, 3,

16 Mar 44
181.3.1‘44
22 Mar 44

Total

AT D0, 3

PERSONNEL BATTLE CASUALTY REPORT

KESTRICTED

OEEICERS EE_S_TE ME
EILLED HOMIDED MIA GAPTURED KJILL® AOUNDED LA GAPTURED -
0] 0 0 0 0 1 0 '
0 0 0 0 0 1 4]
e 1 o o a9 2
0 1 0 5] 0 2 0

o o O o
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LMNEX ¥O. 3
BATTLE CASUALTY RESORT

GRADE ASH DATE OF TYPE OF TACE LF
CASUALTY CASALTY RISIDIICE

HEADQUARTRS
Qfficers

GOULD, GLENN E,  1st Lt .0-1823729 22 .ar 4/ L& DA
Turmal, .Y,

.IPADQUARTERS COKPANY
LARSCI, VAUGIE! J. Pyt 1 el 3746522 12 ar /4. LA 1348 Jurladsh 3%,

' Uarvbon, 3.0,
COLITANY MM

Tlisted len

30YD, JANSS T. Sgt 38060607 1€ lar AL LA 11371, lai It

.- [ J
laesa, Temnn

AT X 0,3

®ECILCT




ANEX NO, 4

MATZD AL DESTRCYED CR DASAGED BY ENEMY ACTION

Items Dgte Dl spoelition
1 Carriage, liotor 3"
gun M10 16 March 44 Replaced
1 Hood, Car, half track
¥=-2 16 March 44 Replaced
F A
L J

ANNEX NO. 4




ANNEX NO. 5
EN c RETCHT

1., Total expenditure of 3" ammuniticr durinz the reriod vas
4LBA0 rounds of HE, 135 rounds of 3" mmoke and €1 rounés of AF.C,

2. Estimabted enemy personnel killed: DJue t- the raturs cf
operstions of this unit durdng this rericd, ne accurate estimate
of senesy killed can be uwade,

1. Enarrgf materiel destroyed: During this period this ovcan-
igation desgtroycd 21 enemy occupisd houses, 1 X Oun, and silenced
1 artillery balttcry, ard nine nebelwerfer rositicns,

ARNEX N0, 5
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ANEX M. 6
DECORATICNS AND ANARDS

For the pericd from 1 September 1943 to 31 March 1944, the following
naed members of this crganization have besn awarded the Silver 3Jtar for }

gallantry in action:

ANNEX O, 6

"RANK OR

NAE AN GRIDE QOME §NY
_PEARSON, ALFC P, 0394225 Capt Co A"
60ULD, GLENN E. 0-1823729 let It Hq Co
BOYSA, ALFHONSE J, 0-1301603 2nd It Co *C*
COLE, WILLIAM H. 0-1703021 2nd It Co "C™®
DODSON, ROBERT I, 0-2055900 2nd Lt Co "B"
MIRPEY, RAYOND G. 20802808 St Sgt Co "C"
SPARKS, OSCAR G, 38035783 Sttt sgt Co "B
PATTERSON, ROBZRT E. 38038542 Sgt Co "C"
YOST, EDWIN 4 37146627 Sgt Co "C*
BENTLEY, HESTER L, 34333328 cpl Co "C"
COWAN, JOHN L, 20817342 cpl Co "B"
JORDAN, JOSEFH H, 37163668 cpl Co "G
LORANCE, CHARLES G, 2081658 cpl Co "C"
O'BRY AN, JOSEFE R, 35484581 cpl Co "CM
STERNER, KBMFS E. 13031240 cpl Co mC"®
WELLBORN, JACK T, 38035985 cpl Co "Cn
STEDM AN, G, D, (I,0.) 38177868 Tec 5 Co mC"
WARD, ROBERT C. 38039044, Tec 5 Co "G
SMITH, ROY C. 37419335 Pvt 1 ecl Co m"C"
STOKES, CLAJDE H. 3463151 Pvt 1cl Co "C"
STOKES, CLYDE T. 38463140 Fvt 1cl Co nC®
ANDERSON, ALBERT 3. 32767048 Pvt Co ®B"®
JOBNSON, ALVIN 3. Q. 20805648 Pvt Co ®C"
SCOTT, CHESTER (Md:) 36324260 Pvt Co "C®



PYLAND, VAN W,
DUBOSE, REAGAN L.
CJAMERON, OLIN W,
DANZI, RICHARD A
EVANS, JAMES D,
FERGUION, JRES R,
KINNISON, PAOL (InDN)
BROWN, STANLEY G.
'GOULD, GLENN E,
HADCK, HENRY G,
\STOFFEL, ROBERT. L,
(VEEVERS, FREDERICK 0.
E, ROY D..
" ITTEN,. GEORGE R,
CKER, JESSE F.

Beconnaigssnce Company

POFNS, GEORGE H.

ARRY, JOHN J,

NNELLY, HERMAN (MMN)
MC KEE, PAIL R,
RODGERS, REYNOLDS D,
WALTER, WILLIAA P,

Company "A"
PEARSON, ALEC P,
DAVIS, VORIS B.
GOLIMAN, BERT X.
GRAH ¥, ROBERT E,
LOYG, JMMES W,
REEVES, WILLIA&E ..

ANNEX NO, 7

RESTRICT Y

ROSTER OF OFFICERS

L

AX il 1)
0=-236089 Lt Col
0348064 Major
0=407591 Capt
0-1822375 Capt
0-1294639 Capt
0-418363 Capt
0-344051 Capt
0=1289038 lat Lt
0=1823729 lst It
0-1822567 lat 1t
0=1168483 1st Lt
0-1171809 1st Lt
0-403563 lat Lt
0=-1824263 lat Lt
H=-2131525 ™JG
0"4942&0 Clpt

- . 0=-38085¢8 Capt
0-1288024 Capt.
01822942 lat It
0-182296/ lst Lt
0-1823509 lgt Lt
0-1288125 1lat Lt
0~1824256 1st Lt
0-394225 Capt
0=1822376 lat Lt
0-1168247 lgt Lt
0-1168254 1st Lt
0-1823173 2nd Lt
0~1703022 2nd Lt

ARM OR

SERVICE IOTY

Inf Bn Comdr

Inf Bn Ex O

Inf Hq Co CO -

FA 5-3

Inf 5~1

FA 54

Inf S=2

Inf Hq Co "x O

FA In0O

FA Com O

FA. Trans O

FA In O

Inf Ln O

FA Motor O
FPera 0

NG Bn Surgeon

MC Ass't Bn Surgeon

Inf o4}

¥FA Fionecer ©

FA Flat Comdr

FA Plat Comdr

Inf Ex O

FA Flat Comdr

Inf GO

Inf Flet Comdr

FA Flat Comdr

FA Ex O

FA Flet Cormdr

Fa Flat Comdr




ANKEX NO, 7 COT'D

Company "B"
BROWN, HENRY P,
GROOM, KENNFETH G,
METZNER, ELMER J,
RECTOR, EIMO ¥,
DODSON, ROBERT L.
WRIGHT , WILLIAM @,

Cowpany "G"
BRUECKNER, MOAITZ F,
DRISCOLL, EUGENE J.
GERRINGER, LINLEY W,
ZIEGLER, MADRICE S,
BOYSA, ALPHONSE J,
COLE, WILLIAI H,
GROMMET, GEORGE I,

ANNEX RO. 7

0-1168187

- 0=1824174

0~1168376
0-1307167
0-2055900
0~1703006

0-1168190
0-1175104
0-1168246
0-1168535
0-1301601
0-17032021
0=462575

.
4

Capt

lst Lt
lat It
1st Lt
2nd It
2nd Lt

1st Lt
1st Lt
1st Lt
lat Lt
Znd Lt
2d It
2nd Lt

FA
FA
FA
Inf

FA

FA
FA
FA
FA
Inf
FA
FA

Flat
Ex O
Plat
Plat

"Plat

Plat
Plat
Ex O
Flat
Plat
Plat

Comdr

Comdr
Comdr
Comdr

Comdr
Comdr

Comdr
Cord

Comdx
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HEADQUARTERS 636th TARK DRSTROYER BATTALION
0ffice of the Battalion Commander

KFO 464, U, S, Army
5 May 1944

SIBJECT: Trunsmittal of Reoorda, ‘
0 : Commsnding General, Fifth Army, &FO 464, U, S, Amy.

1. Pursusnt to instructions containsd in Letter, Allied Force
Headquarters, dated 20 April 1943, file AG 314,7/389 Ce, Subjects
Eistorical Resords and Histories of Organizaticns, transmitted herewith
Operations in Ttaly, April 1944 of this Battalion.

2, Conolusions:

During the past month this battalion has besn in a rear area
sageged in training and in servicing and replacement of squiment.

Nar Department Training Circular No, 2, dated 7 January 1944,
bas reached us and it broadens the use of Tank Destroysr Units as rein-
foreing artillery, Our eaployment during the last opsration brought
oclearly to our attemtion ths need of personnel to operats fire direction
centers and since ws have followsd Training Circular No, 2 in training
this need of personnel for a fire direction center has bsen emphasised

even more foroibly,

Actually sach company needs some personnal for fire control
when firing artillery missions as well as a central control center at
battalion headquarters, but any provision that can be made, sven if it -
is only a limited number of personnel to ba used at the battalion head- N
quarters, will be an lmprovemesnt over the present Table of Organization, '
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Narrative of Opsrations for the month -
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