5 STAR

Vol. 3 No. 1

15 October 1945

Weekly

WE CAME - WE

C

ONQUERED

Certificates Required

For All Souvenirs
lJf

Coffee and Donuts ‘
For Inductees

Certificates authorization for| Co-ordinated with the processing

Furopean weapons, binoculars, and| : ¢

‘ L & ars, and| and induaction of i

A e ek ] ney e i
Ganaias will be required of allfmen shipped into llu-‘ I-illi |ll ;.::Il-!i—
military personnel in possession of | ment from other units 1‘ill:‘ Kirch |

ihese articles enronte to the States,

heim Ameries l Cni
recent  Divisional | merican Red Cross was on the

spot  at  the Hl'.‘niqutlltvrn Com-
lr;‘:I'I" area with hot coffee and cake |
Oed lew  arevals  from ,‘_\'Illll!.'_n.

» until completion of the in-
duction program.

according  to
direelives.
One pistol per man is the limit
for all personnel returning o the
For proper possession and

States. rope Weaks
transporting. of foreign  weapons, | whing under the dirvection of
Linocnlars and cameras, cach sol-| QINYY Fhornley, Kirchheim Red
dier will be reguired 1o carry onjy rl““' Club Director  from  Salt
his  person  duplicate copies nl:--.'lki‘:ll-- City, Utah, the 1wo girls
cerfificatos of authorization signed -.'l‘ Rucher, of  Forlt  Waorth.
by his Company Commander, H'_\'“'n.""“'i Gavle Holmgreen, of |
Articles  will  be confiscated if:_ll"I ‘I“‘l'- Utah, ladled out the
athorization certificates are  not ml|-lil:“ll|“-; ; juva to cold and weary |
produced npon request. e carly  marning unfil|
Since  many ol the 48 sfates| I'hat reaily American smile adid
require registration of all weapons, the gift of gab with which ,.\‘“,.\

(See Certificates Page 15) (See Red Cross Page 11 |

)

That the spirit of Liberty mav reign forever

- Regiment Moves To étc_lgingAreq

Scheduled to Sail

Five Star Final

With the Rolate
Review publication

this edition
Ceases

in

and

closes  shep prepatation for
the hemeward trek.
it
ol

receive a ¢ cpPy

Every man

who has, anyiime, been a

member this regiment will

of this issac.

Having earved  five battle
siars for as many campaigns it
is only litting to “dub™ this
wlition the Five Star Final.

Qur sincere thanks to all who
hove assisted in making the
Retate Review o suceess, We
wish you goed luck and God-

speed on your return home.

——

in Early November

Eurvope after
of combat and five
Cocrr

Quitting approx-

400 davs
in Haly. France
\ustria. the 142nd Regi-
ment scheduled to Il'.‘l.\| its
~||I'l‘\:>l11 headgquarters town of Kireh-

Germany, on October 16 o1
for Camp Oklahoma

tmatels
compaigns
many and

hrin.

(7. entraining
City of the \ssembly Area (om
||n_:|u|. en roite 1o the HLATES,

A ceording 1o recent unconfirmed
rl||1|r!|I.|II-n.;_ there I8 a ‘“b_'".fl
[ possibility thal the 3bth Division
muv  bv=-puss {he assembly aren
near Reims, proceeding directly 1o
the Port of Embarkation.

e voudiness date for sailing haos

| -
been set on or after 24 October
..lllillllif.ill\l'

indicated m o recent
announcement. .
I' Finglese s

| From all indications,
famed “Forty and Eights will he
‘ll‘;(.'t.‘ liea Page [5)
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The Colonel’s
“Bn Ba g

This week I have no irue “B~
Bag crusade material with which to
annoy or irritate you. The time of
departure for the promised land
is so close upon us that only warm-
ing things come into my mind; the
great history made by this regi-
ment, the thousands of men x-—iu
have come and gone and of whom
some are still here, the highlights
of our story of the past two years,
those times when the future of the
regiment was balanced on a knife’s
edge, the intense suspense pending
the ountecome of batfles where we
had gambled on deception, surprise
and swiftness of action to overcome
the advantages of the enemy.

In this {inal edition' of the “Rotate
Review > | am put in a reflective
frame of mind. The memories of
two years crowd my vision, the
pleasant ones softening the harsher
ones, but all adding up to volumes
of experience. All of us have our
sfories of times whe:} thmgﬂlwcre
hot, when we weren't sure if we
would come out of ﬂ’lga erisis of the
Jarticular moment. Those will al-
ways stay with us. As an individual
| have my share of these, but also
a8 Regimental Commander. the
moments which stand out in my
Tnind most sharply are those which
N ncerned the future and actiong
(-{i{ the regiment., T'here were
ot furally many of tlle{-}t‘*. but severg]
nan W times are particularly vivig
st v memory. and always wwil]
mn m,]'-h{,_ first was the day ip
hg;auaf'}' 1944 when the crossing of
the Rapido River by the 14ist and
NE 1 Infantry Regiments was re-
43¢ ied as @ losing proposition
“)g“tl;f’ higfl command: at 1000
by ° | was informed that the 142d
l!”'”"’“,\. was to cross the river
iight to salvage the situation.

4 quick study of the picture
i 2 L] with heavy heart that the
r(:ﬂl_lf-f*”” was bevond salvage—no
_L;it!.lflii built and therefore no
hl:uigi.h_ armor: all foot bridges
f]'lcﬂ(l oats knocked out by enemy
and ]T"' and artillery and manv
mortd “iseouraging  factors  which
l,f]n('iI up to heavy odds against us.

’i_“],' we went ahead with our
Jow®  tions, and at about 2250 |
’ ¢ the 1st Battalion started |

fromr assembly area to

pick up point. At 2300
ceceived word  that the |

[
nigh
a :
hé ;1151]""-]!

whole venture was called off, fst
Battalion was intercepted before

veaching the boat pick up point,
and shortly thereafter the regi-
ment  entered on its wild dash

through the French sector ending
up on Mt. Castellone.

The next outstanding action in
which suspense and anticipation
were mixed, was Mt. Artemisio,
behind Vellettri. After three days
in VI eorps reserve, during which
we made a dozen plans and re-
connaissances, on May 29 at 1500
hours, General Walker gave me a
mission which did not even re-
semble any of the prepared plans
for which we had made recon-
naissances. This plan you know:
how it worked you also know.
I'rom the moment it was given me,
[ recognized this scheme was a
natural for the terrain, for the time,
and particularly for the 142d In-
fantry. Fast work by everyone got
us in position to go, with no time
to spare, and davlight the next day
found us with the whole regiment
in full possession of the coveted
mountain; this was followed by
some hard fighting and our ftrek
across the Alban Hills, ending up
in a wheeled move into and through
Rome. One of those humorous
situations which, though slight, al-
ways stay with you came about
that night on Mt. Artemisio. The
advance Regimental CP group on
foot was accompanying the two
assault eompanies of the 2d Bat-
talion that night. We were between
“E” and “G” Companies, but in
contact with neither due to the
darkness. Half way up the mountain
we stopped to rest and heard
someone rustling grapevines to our
right rear. One of our party called
out and asked “Who’s there?” The
called party replied. “E Company,
who's that”. And in time we
answered, “Regimental cp.” 5011_16-
one in the dark said. “Christ,
fellas, we're way behind—lets get
going,” |

I am rambling now—I had set
out to speak only of the highlights

of greatest importance to us as a
regiment. However, thinking again
of odd happenings, 1 am reminded
of another, this time a Kraut boner.
In middle France. 2d Battalion was
attacking Baudoncourt on the left;
3d Battalion was dragging prisoners
out of Dambeniort by the dozens

(Lt Col Coyle was seriously
wounded here by a German tank,
and the Regimental Commander

wis seriously seared): 1st Battalion
in the center. was going down a
secondary road with TDs in front,
the leading TD having just emerged
into the main hard surface road

to Luxueil, which the Germans
were using for an escape route.
At this moment a tremendous

civilian {ransport bus, breaking at
the seams with Krauis hanging out
the windows and draped all over
the outside of the bus. came bow-

|_lllg down the road. When about
30 yards from our TD. a square-
heudr on the bus fender waved to
the TD to get out of the way!
['hat’s the end of the story. except
that naturally the TD let the bus
have it at 30" yards, with his 7hmm

g

To go on, our next ervitical time
was waiting in the small boats off
Red Beach near Frejus at 1400
hours. August 15, 1944. [ knew. and
I'm certain most of the men felf,
that it was going to be a bloody
landing after which, if successful,
the regiment would never look the

same again. The waiting stretched
out, communications on the water
were only by our SCR 300s which
were very weak. None of us knew
why we were delayed, except that it
could be no good reason. Then our
column, after an hour’s wait beyond
/£ hour, swung off to the right. 1
received the bare word from the
Navy that the demolition boats had
failed and they were going to land
us on Green Beach. That was al-
right by me. | had never liked the
Red Beach plan anyway and some
day I am going to find the Admiral
who had the courage and sense to
send us in on the alternate plan
and elect him the best admiral in
the U.S. Navy.

Until St. Marie, our actions were
all fairly clear-cut, normal fighting.
with the outcome assured and litile
doubt or suspense. Then again came
a chance to turn the scales by
surprise and by doing the unex-
pected. We came to Wisembach,

of our history—only the moments|

with the redoubtable St. Marie pass,
nearly 3000 feet altitute, facing us.
We knew the pass was well de-
fended. So, “L" Company rein-
forced made a frontal attack on the
pass, but this attack was delayed
to allow the remainder of the 3d
Battalion two hours extra time to
work around the mountain by trails,
so as to arrive at St. Maric aux
Mines with surprise, at an un-
expected direction, The story is
well  known now, “I" and  “K°
Companies were in the town be-
fore the Germans knew it. “L"
Company battered down the pass
defenses, a junction of the 3d
Battalion came after dark and the
lock was broken. Our ecasualiies
had been negligible and the Ger-
mans had lost the pass and about

30_1_11 men.

'l_he initial battle for Oberhoffen
which was  at  fipst completely
fupcessful'aud then due o the
oridge failure, almost completely
lost, was our mext attack, swhich

hoped by surprise to ma :
lerrain advaniages of t'i';!;e (;i{)enflc\n
Again - we  employed -d
frontal attack tg illlowath((:dg}:;g
lanking attack time to get in posi-
tion to go I with no avarnine to
the Kruu_ts. This worked ideally
By midnight “G” and i e C‘on];:
panies had gotten into town almost
undetected  gnd within  several
hlml_l.'s all three companies were on
El'eu' 3"-‘]601“‘@& Those hours, be-
l‘]“ 1:2(-311 2100 and 2400, that night when
1e Isuccess of the operation de-
pended on how skillfull]ly our men
cou!d slip in on the town and on
how alert the Germans would be
1o such a maneyver were hours
r)f{ﬁl'e'a’ii s{lrspcnﬁe, ’ i

e last {ime before rar
end, when again, inf‘z}:(gamgle“ﬁtlla?
a combination of boldness and the
unexpected, would typy ‘the scales
in our favor we broke ihjehcjie %
fried Line at Dorrenbad,, Ai.'fnigﬁ
had reached  {he slow qfuggin;"
stage-—3d Battalion's punchl in t]n
hills  north — of  Qper Otter] I%?
appeared to find 4 vulnerable c;imt
but the hills were big, manyp aﬁ{i

occupied. It was too much for 3d
Bilttillluli‘ to open the hole ks
through it Lill(i . drive

at the same time
keep the '€ same fime

_ anks secure: g '

the: secure: and vyet
tlyn_e_ Was important, Soon aftel')E{l
Battalion had made the ipitial

dent, more force had T e sy

fore Germans e
ol 8 concenty
threatened ated on the

! area  near >

Mountain. st Btiﬂil(]‘il:)[ll EILIE“IIJJ(?;E
relieved by Antitank (_:,mn any
and was resting in Qhper Otteﬁmch
a hell of a place to vest. with
German machinegun  fjpe l;[thiI]g

in the streets from the heights
north of the town). It was neces-
sary for st Battalion to pass
through 5d Battalion near Grass-
berg Mt. 1st Battalion could get
to 3d Battalion by a move badk to
Schweigen and then tracing the
route used by 5d Battalion which
would take 30 hours and would
have the men arrive at the point
of attack assuredly physically ex-

hausted, or it could in darkness
march a secondary road north
from Ober Otterbach paralleling

the Boche defenses, at times only
300 vards distant, for a distance of
2500 yards to arrive at the foot of
the hill directly behind 3d Bat-
talion, from where it could elimb
the hill and then pass through
3d Battalion. This second way was
estimated to take only 6 hours. We
chose the second way, 1st Battalion
ot there in time and without the
E‘.rauts knowing it, and then ip
daylight mext day, fought hard,
through to Dorrenbach, which ended
the Siegfried Line. Those hours
from 2200 to 0400 when 1st Battalion
was flanking the Siegfried right
under the noses of its defenders
were uncertain and harrowing.
This has been a_truly great regi-
ment. My recounting here some of
our highlights brings home to me
even a belter appreciation of how
arcat the re%iment has been. I have
heen more than lucky in the honor
of belonging to and commanding
such a group of men—many ac-
knowledged heroes, many more
heroes whose deeds have passed
unheralded in the rush and speed
of our battles. Soon the welcome
but sad day of dissolution will
come—after that let the past of
this grand unit and its fine men,
dead or alive, live strong in vour
hearts and memories.
G. E. LYNCH,
Colonel, 142d Infantry,
Commanding.

Thanks For The Bouquet

As a reader ‘who has been
following the Rotate Review
closely, I want to congratnlate
its staff, and everyone who
has contributed to it from the
_Ctlampunies. for doing a superior
job.

On  inquiry [ find that the
only two members of the ori-
ginal staff left arve T/5 Stamley

Cousins, who has been chief
make-up  man, printer and
liaison operator with German

printers, winding up this edition
as editor, and Pfe Leslie Brown,
who started out as a writer and
finishes on this edition as
managing editor.

Men on the original staff who

have either been redeployed
home or transferred to other
units are T/4 Howard Jones,

editor: Pvis James A. Snyder,
and Joseph Sears, staff writers;
T/4 Fred Laird, editor; Pfe
Johnny Johnson, photographer:
Pvt Mever Israel, photographer,
and Pfe Louis Y. Ming, photo-
grapher; Pfc M. Roy, artist
and cartoonist. .

New men appearing on the
masthead are  S5/5gt  Gerry
[]1g'u]]5’ aud Sa'rsgt (.[]ﬂ HErldrick,
stalf  writers, Pfe  John 1.
Simone, staff artist, and Pfe
James R. Grifliths, photographer,

[irst officer in charge was Capt
Nathaniel Kaplan. pon  being
transferred he was followed by
1st Lt. Wallace A. Russell.

A Reader.

e
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On its drive through Bavaria the Regiment overran many econcen-

tration and slave labor camps. The photos are of the concentration
camp at Landsberg, Bavaria, and some of its vietims. Sixty-five people
were crowded into each of these damp, filthy dugouts. They were
brutally mistreated and finally starved to death.

The 1st Battalion at Selestat

When an enemy force of (000 men aftempted to take the town of
Selestat, France on the 12th of December, 1944 from the 142d’s First
Battalion only an estimated 300 survived io retreat.

With Abeline and Brownwood Companies thinly spread along the
outskirts of Selestat and Coleman Company in reserve resting from
its crossing of the Il River, the First Batfalion awoke to find itself
the recipient of a terrific artillery barvage. When the barrage finally
lifted things began to happen. Enemy troops who had infiltrated
Brownwood's lines during the mglllt‘ emerged from houses, cellars and
dugouts in Brownwood’s midst. Stil[ more staried advancing across
the open ficlds directly to the Battalion’s front. Fierce fire fights took
place, but finally the Battalion’s outposts were driven in. and ecle-
ments of Brownwood isolated. By 1100 hours Jerry controlled the
factory area on the north flank as well as a half mile stretch of houses
along the northeast side of town.

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

Even the boys in the Battalion Headquarters Company were in the
thick of thie scrap, The AT Pl'dtoml, using iwo of their 57mm guns,
set up a road blodk to 1]]'0!.'(.‘[’,1_' B‘(,mnp_u!ly s flank, During the night
the Jerries infiltrated the Platoon’s position and the dawn disclosed
ihe Tact that they were completely surrounded. The AT boys then
started to work on the Germans with Mi’s instead of their 57°s. From
0720 on the 12th of December until dark that night the Platoon
slugged it out. When dark came the AT doughs had driven the enemv
From around their positions, and _lm‘:l retaken all the ground which
they had lost. Pvt. Edward L. Smith’s action and deeds later brought
him the DSC for the day’s work.

COMPANY A

The tst Platoon was ordered to atfack and moved out with {he
weapons platoon attached. The 2nd and 5rd Platoons were in reserve.
The (st Platoon with Machinegun section plus the TDs met fierco
fighting and stiff rvesistance, however they took houses about three
or four hundred yards ahead of A Company’s positions. The Platoon
ordered to withdraw and take up a defensive position on the
edge of town connecting with the 2nd Platoon. Next mornine {he
ist Platoon refool the houses, capturing a number of prisnncr? and
killing and wounding several more of 1_Iu_~ enemy,

During ihe entire maneuver the Light Machinegun Section was
attached to the first Platoon and was used often with the leading
squad, killing many of the enemy on the way. At the same time the
TD's knocked down a it I_‘i-“"""pﬁ which were taken immediately. The
ond Platoon was on the right ﬂall!{ and was continnously sending
patrols to the io"t.,“!'d »mllt “f‘{{m',rt of the Ist Platoon, The 5rd Platoon.
held in reserve. was ue-r‘.i1 __u“ en for patrols.

During the big U‘““l“'l“ Ia‘d‘\, all l)i“‘“ﬂjl* held their ground and
the Mortar Section. |1|h1“.'fm|t-”w mortars. fired so many rounds that
it huad to replace the barrels. /

COMPANY B - "
~ attads began w a4 Dre o ek _ . )

At 0600 the thill: . l(,i,«“‘r 1 :l l_ll)!c‘ll_uh. of heavy artillery. It
continned for about [mI'I ]' 'T i'“ 0 it was over our communi-
cation systen was c“']]l}_"- € }il ”“C of order. The platoons were. cut off
from one another, and ,li’m e f'{’é‘“ll_“‘“-" CP when the attack started
in torce, Several outpost, ]?.HSL?_U_ Sgt Berbrich's squad were captured.
tanks _ﬂlld‘ n dnltlﬂ'-l@" began ihe assault, There were
| Jerries and we were but g company on the point.
to infiltrate our positions and cui evervone off.

WS

as Panther
about a thousanc

sn thev were i'il)llC : . ; 4
Then we received he_fr.- from Jlm reserve company, Coleman, and
Set Freeman’s 2nd Platoon. They counterattacked and

parts ©

recaptured some of the men, including Sgt Jones. Pulley, Pfc Regen-

bogen. Cooley and a few 0|ﬂm5' 1f\?11}r«1 eing prisoners for a few
hotrs, the rvlng._#nrl men 1001‘_““12‘ e I-!T_li‘u;_:zu;_.:. Capt. Mann was
then directing Tank fire, artt myl‘;u“ alling, Sgt Cross's weapons
platoon  was inflicting  heavy (,.1..&“:1 1l—‘.] “-I“l its  mortars and Sgt
Broadi’s machine guns, and the enemv began to slow down.

(See Selestat Page 13)

s paremgesy

Broadway to Brownwood

The Brownwood team is on the rampage again. After winning the
Regimental volleyball championship. the pistol team championship
and placing second in the softball tournament. thev are continuing
itheir winning wayvs in the newest. the touch football tournev. After
defeating Coleman 12 to 0 in the opener. the team showed their
quality yesterday by coming from behind in the last period and
scoring 3 touchdowns to defeat an excellent Abeline group. 18 to 12
The team of Perrvotti, Daniels, Huss, Cupero, Jordon. and Windt pulled
the tride

T/Sgt “Red” Cross’ C.P. Laundry, Inc. was almost involved in a law
suit, (or maybe just the trousers), by one of the Sgts. the other day.
S/Sgt Russo couldnt find his pants. he searched the CP, accused
everyone in the company of plotting against him, and finally was
going to demand a congressional investigation (or a sl_m‘walduwn in-
spection at least) when the tragedy was averted. The missing pants
were discovered at the last minute. as the Friulein hng__thL?m on
the line. Things are quiet- now, and the laundry goes on 1ls merry
way. All the newly issued overcoats are now being pressed at
“reasonable” rates.

The CO Has A Word for It

Last week, Coleman’s reporter who has
driving varions notables in the Regiment
somewhere else, bevond the reach of his
subversive pen. turned his acid eye on
“Rudy”, Coleman’s unlucky entrant in the
“Prima” Red Cross dog show. Some ac-
cusations were made against Rudy in re-
spect to his entering into conference with
me, presumably concerning a promotion to
Pfe. Since Rudyv. in typical Coleman style,
is unable to read or write. I feel bound to
clarify the situation and to clear Rudy of

been spending his time
to secking employment

suspicion.
In tne first place. even Rudy knows that
Pfc ratings are Company business and

entirely out of the hands of the Regimental
CO, needing only Lt Bradberry's action. ) _
hat Rudy invited the

Secondly, it was an unfair assumption to say i : S nd
conference with me—on the contrary, 1 invited this ;11@(‘{1_111ii R.uri\-
3 -3 Qv | 8 nee « i),

before I go further, I wish to say emphatically that not onee Eor

i i 5 3 -+ in for
aise the subjects of “that Bronze Star the Lt put me in X
L‘:llg(i.[ﬂll(;ﬁ"lerélj. or “the time | was wounded af “‘ISSL‘I]’I?OIII".‘:-‘_II}J(::::
thoueht nothing of it so didn’t put in for a Purple Heart ‘mf(,“u“_ﬁ
come 1 don't have a Combat Infantry Badge when all the other iello

gol one” — _ - )
i The {ruih of the matter is. and I hafe to 1:1(‘1;11(;11_ T.l'l]‘-1 butt“(:li:}:\
man's cadkler has forced the issue, 1 ordered the (.-}-111(_.13.(_{ Iltn Bryies:
and the reason was to inform Rudy that if he {Etdl}li 8 m‘b;em.. £
brighter 1 was definitely considering putting him up for a sect

ape i
recent Dog contest, sponored he

ugliest

by the Red Cross

In the for being the

Kirchheim., our mascot Skeegie won the ])!'”l':"' that she is far from
loe in the rvegiment. The boys still thin Ao i S Y, feft
£O5 ¥ one thing we are sure of she won

(o that want to Jr;glu:
CP sleeping
She knows
he childern
scene 10

ime an ugly dog. And :
]i)[:,%i,ll-mnm?_ "]_“her‘(’. are at least tc_nhmm! I“ft!.u‘(‘ that
her home. Skeegle spends her nights in the Comps Y
with the Charge of Quarters (no matter w ho it may 11
‘:]IL‘W‘ to keep watnt Her favorite pastime is barking a

) J 5 - ltimes. It is quite a ;
that gather around the mess hall at mealtimes a childern dow1

; ‘1. ; hasine anvwhere from five to ten T
oo Title Skeegie chasing anywhere from e ne in the
:I:: Eirleci There has been a lot of bitching about irni):.ll:? tl:F”ﬂ‘t' Com-

% = Arga e —~ = Ty - o C -
Company so PFC Carter decided he wante d to ge few davs

y but after a tew ¢
l [lasy Compai}
been having N

isn't
[eave

pany. He was sent {o the Ser. Co dl;”“!—] a .#l“i g L

- h G P ave bee
he asked 1o come back, Most men 1 1{%}*;{115‘””? o
any length of time hate to leave it 1/ First :45_1‘:1 He claims there

% ; 1 3 + s .
troubles these day with his new duties as TSt ogt ist, Set Jahns
another man in the Company that hates {o see Ist. 25t .
more than he does.

Just think people. in about e
1t r : 4 e ¢ 1 of us will be
U.8.A., We can nlmost be certain that all Bl
creamy mashed potatoes, hnﬂe'rﬁ-tl peas, it' Telicions eut
cranberry sauce, stuffing. hot mince Pl‘-‘p;”lf a f '

sanh P .t o o
and Sanborn (Are you all still with me! i
But as nice as it will be, a sad parling ol goo |
A chi a2 ar Qi
{0 be made. F'riends we made “'hll'{"]”: ”("‘l " Ll'u\k “r

o i 4 " I'risco, £ 0 iicago. Jack 10
friends Joe will go to | o W O e 118,
will be a sad parting. But just hemg“hqntl‘\ hmm1 nln g

hat ; - farewell to all of our buddies
us all happy. We say fare i 2 1 welcome the men

Il our officers wheo worked with us, anc 1

il G

(See Down the Line Page 15)

spod old
cating turkex.
tomato Fe.liill.
y of Cha®

=0 days we will be back in the

friends will have

the anly_t¢ L"t
Pa. Yes. 1

will make
have ]'\!i"
who will
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The Regimental Commander
. R

(ST ]

¢ % _Colonel George E. Lynch

Col George E. Lyuch has been Regimental Commander since Oet. 1,
1945 when he took the post three weeks after the Salerno landing.
The Colonel is a Regular Army officer who received his commission
upon graduation from West Point in 1929, Before joining the Regiment
he was with the 82d Airborne Division during the invasion of Sicily
and through that campaign. He landed in ltaly at Paestum with the
52d AB on D plus 4 and joined the 36th Sept. 26. Col Lynch wears
the Legion of Merit, the Silver Star with Cluster, the Bronze Star with
two Clusters, Croix de Guerre, Combat Infantrv Badge, seven battle
stars and Bronze Arrowhead. The Colonel's home is Orlandn, Fi~rida.

Oberhoffen  when the password
was “dance”. The countersign was

Humorous Incidents
in combqt probably fumbled between the 1st
Sgt. and platoon runner. Anyway,

Who was the guy who thought [ it never got out to the platoon.
up thg pass word? [t would be an|Toloezko was hotfooting up the
f'lx!“’tﬁl}|(_-xlf:r'r 10‘111(‘,01'1111'e|1 li-huti'a'nder_— slrasse between barrages when a
that bram who sat bacdd ihere in|dugface stepped out of a doorway,
PBS thinking up combinations that [[,tijk 5 Hig'fEiP picfjm'e it the ihil?;]
would fool the Krauts. They damn|putton of his field jacket and said,
well should have. They fooled us. |“Dance”.

The standard countersign  was Now
“Don’t shoot, dammit, 've forgotien™! 3

Sometimes that password eaused
some rather remarkable situations.
Take for example the night the
password was "Lost-Horizon”. The P
Jattalion was moving that night. | OF course, all the tmmhie_ wasn't
Jeepjockey Frisbee of “H™ company | caused by people forgetting the
was following the convoy when he i’“-‘f-‘“’“"”"!- We know a guy who
was stopped by MPs at a  cross claims ,im knew ihe' password,
road. “Lost” savs the MP giving | countersign am:] (3\-'(':1'}'t_ln.ng else. On
him the once over. Frishee sees | this night ware talking about he
the convoy fading away into £I|E-|‘~I"il-“‘ \‘r'ﬂ”f}“f‘”'ii' around between
et “Hell, no”, he says. “But !|!”\'hu:(‘H for S.”m'_“. I‘{'.i.i.‘:‘f)rl._ when a
will be if you keep me here any |£u3 sounds off with .ihe password.
jonger”. We understand  the MP But our liero thulrghi' the guy was

“r_h'”-f ihe nervous tvpe so Frishee | talking to f:nmehndyf -I“ITE! 50 -'lilf
had a chance 10 explain. fust kept guiet and ended up wiih

and then there was the time in (See Humor Page 15)

Toloczko knew there was
schnapps to be had in Oberhoffen
and he knew how it effects some
men—We understand he rendered
a hallet.

First Battalion Roll Call

~ Abilene, Brownwood, Coleman, Dennison—roll call in the First
Battalion!

They're names of Texas towus, of course. And it is usually taken
for granted that the companies were National Guard units hai!inF
from the towns aflter which they are named. But that is a myth
and here’s the story.

Back in Africa during the summer months of 45 when the Regi-
ment was preparing for combat, Maj. Cader C. Terrell (then Capt.
Terrell) of Regimental S—2, in working out p'luus for coming
operations, arranged code names for the Companies and Battalions
to aid in radio and telephone lransmissions.

Names of Texas towns with initial letters to correspond to the
letter designating each company were assigned. Thus the com-
panies hecame Abilene. Brownwood, Coleman and Dennison in the
Ist Bn.: El Paso, Ft. Worth, Calveston and Huntsville in the 2nd
Bn.; and [asca, Kingsville, Lubbock and Ma‘u-shall in the 3rd 511.
Battalion Iqs. were designated Austin, Bowie and Crodkett, while
Regimental i-]qs. became Sam IHouston.

The code wasnt used much. probably because of the more con-
venient standard ’phonetic alphabet’ used by all army radio
operators.

Why the names stuck to the Companies of the fst Bn. after dis-
appearing elsewhere is uncertain. The most probable explanation
is that the names were very familiar ones to the Regiment hecause
camp Bowie, where the 36th went into active service, is at Brown-
wood and the others are neighboring towns. And to many of the
original men of the i1st Bn. those towns were home.

The Regimental Executive Officer

Lt. Colonel Evertt 5. Simpsen

Lt Col Everett S. Simpson is from Amarillo, Texas. One of ihe
oldest members of the (424 Inf. in length of service, he joined the
Regiment al the age of 17 in 1952 when the 36th was a National Guard
outfit. He was commissioned in 1940, He began his overseas service
in Regimental 5—2 but swas transferred to the 3rd Bn {0 become
commanding officer. During his association with the 5rd Bn he ad-
vanced from the rank of Captain to Lt Col. He is now Regimental
Exeeutive Officer. Col Simpson holds the DSC, Silver Star. Brouze
Star, Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Cluster and the Croix de Guerre.
He has the Combat Tnfantry Badge. five baitle stars and the Bronze
Arrowlhegd, ) N
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A Concise Review of:

The 142nd Infantry Regiment

Regiment is Called to Duty

The clouds of war were sweeping toward America. The President
had ordered the Army to mobilize.

On_ November 25, 1940, the 142d Regimental Combat Team was
called to active duty. FFrom towns all over the Lone Star State the
units of the 36th National Cual‘(l_Di\'imon assembled at Camp Bowie,
Texas on January 2, 1940 to train for war.

For two vears Camp Bowie was home for the men of the 142d.
This was two years of drill and eonstant training under the command
of Col. Nat 8. Perrine and, later, Col. Carl Wallace. Weeks were spent
on the rifle range. Bivouaes and local maneuvers were often on the
schedule. Recruits came and were taught the fundamentals of soldiering.

In January, 1942 the Regiment moved to Louisiana for mancuvers.
In February it went into garrison again at Camp Blanding, Florida.

At Blanding the 142d hegan iunphﬂ;ufu's training, the tvpe of opera-
tion by which, as part of the 56th Division, it was destined to smash
the first hole in the Axis fortress of Europe, and earn everlasting
fame in the annals of American Military history.

Colonel Troy E. Middleton was succeeded by Colonel Skinner in June.

Then came the Cm'nlim} Maneuvers in August. And, after that, the
garrison again at Camp Edwards, Mass. At Edwards more drill, more
rille mm'ksnmushi‘g{ and more amphibious preblems. Colonel John D.
Forsvih became Regimental Commaunder in December.

The Regiment went to Virginia in February, 1945 for several weeks
of mountain iraining, which ended training operations in the United
States. March brought the staging arca at I't. Dix and the knowledge
{0 the men of the 142d that they were going overseas.

On April 2, 1945 the Regiment boarded ship at New York and docked
al Algi(\.l's .'\I)f'll 13, 1945.

Lands in No. Africa

The 142d Infantry arrived at Oran on April 13, 1945. It was placed
under 5th Army control and trained until Aug I, when it was alerted
for combat duty. On the cth of August the Regiment moved by trud
te Arzew to join the Division.

Amphibious training began with practice landings on the beach.
And on the 26th of August a problem was started, which, unknown
to the men, was a dress rehearsal of the actual Salerno invasion plan.

On the 3rd of September the Regiment moved to Mers El Kebir to
board ships. Two days later the convoy sailed out of the bay. The
3oth Division was making history!

Sails for Salerno

After the first day out, bUOEEEtS on Italy were distributed and only
then did the men of the 142d know where they were actually to
land. They say there was 1‘3“53““%5 al first, then some excitement, then
a wave of enthusiasm swept through the convoy at the realization
that this was the first American Division to land on the Confinent.

first days of the trip were uneventful except for two air-rai
ﬂ]grilsf:. Then, suddenly on the evening of September 8 the news fl:i::
Marshal Badoglio had mgn_ed_ an_unconditional surrender for Italy
oured out of the ]Gll(fspfiﬂxels, Many thought that the big show had
po “dry run”. But others knew that as long as the Ger-

;ed into a
Lﬂ:tijllsu\\'ere in Haly there would be war,

The (42d Infantry f()é‘ th(i first time went under fire that night and
that night they moved oul onto a war trail twenty months and
{housands of miles lonf_t_];e “)St‘?‘" the heels of the enemy, fighting
them where they founc -1_11, striking, hi“‘ﬂss‘llg——(lri\'jng thii badk

The beaches at Sulern‘ti:- "v‘ﬂtliew\iiEIl defended. And brave men were
lost. Radios lEildt.b)?lenli-!:]:q uéu 1;,11:111;1&‘11;; ]«-mdionemy artillery lknocked
out communication T 4] - beachhead was in confusion but
after the initial assault, 1thc: c_r;imliaqw-'s and battalions quickly re-
organized and pushed on toward their objectiyes,

Duriug the next 1o far e e o S\ Jought fiercely against the
amed Panzers, %L i . Wehrmacht, driving 10 miles
E;:ignd and then holding Lhe {il,;nns against _sn\rage, Corman. counter-
attacks—The names of Albane dt] and Altavilla and the Calore and
Sele Rivers will lp!lg remain 1n € memories of the men who made
the landing. For it was at these places ih;

1t they suffered most. But
it was at these places that they proved that American soldiers were

capable of gvercoming whz.lt,e‘fe_r the enemy could offer.

On 20 September _the DW""“Q“ lf\’@llt into 5th Army Reserve for
reorganization, training a?c flttip ﬂ[fi(?m_t.‘-nts. Col George E. Lynch
(then Lt Col) took commanc of the Hegiment Oct. 1, 1943,

The Division was p‘]:nm:{]I ium.h:r It}he IT Corps and moved fo an
assembly area near Villa _nlinllnfu .m'cllsﬂyez. 5 where the Regiment
was alerted to relieve the ‘1.1 an antry, 5rd Division. The {42d went
into the line again Nuvem!lm 15

The Germans held a winter ]lll? across Mt. Camino which offered
excellent observation of all the surrounding terrain and, in particular,
the important supply routes. The precipitous heights and torturous

trails afforded the enemy the advantage of holding off superior forces
with small numbers and an opportunity to use his artillery with great
elfect on all the positions which he could observe. The Germans were
so entrenched that they could be dug out onlv by intense artillerv
barrages and by small groups probing their almost inaccessible
positions. Under such conditions supply problems were magnilied.
because rations and ammunition had to be handcarried. This was first
accomplished by detailing an entire company to transport the supplies
and was later aided by a provisional pack train company organized
by Division. - . B

[t rained continuously and the 142d was under constant enemv
artillery fire. ; ’

Ou 5 December the Regiment began a gruelling advance across the
Camino peaks under the worst possible weather and terrain conditions
and against heavy resistance from the Hermann Goering Division.
By 17 December Mt. Lungo had been taken. December 20 the Regiment
was relieved and spent Christmas 1945 near Venefro.

Mule pack trains were the main source of supply in ltaly

It was a strange, unhappy Christmas for these men. But they say
that whenever there occurred a break in the roar of artillery, voices
rising in carols could be heard throughout the assembly area. During
the day awards were presented. A turkey dinner was served to the
Regiment and in the afternoon Christmas services were held. The
next day the Regiment went back in the line where the year’s end
found it on Mt. Sammucro.

The Regiment was relieved and went into Corps Reserve from
& Jan. 44 to 17 Jan. 44, Near the end of the month the Regiment was
attached to the 34th Division with the mission of penetrating the Mt
Cairo hill mass.

Battle of Cassino

As on all previous attadks during tha‘t winter, conditions were very
pad. Fierce winter weather cm_rp_led with the never ceasing Clerman
artillery made every step agonizing and costly. This was the “Battle
of Cassino’. Mt. Castellone was taken by the 34th Division and held
by the f42d Infantry in spite of determined counterattacks and the
heaviest artillery ever experienced by the 142d. On the morning o
February 12 the Regiment received a barrage of artillery and
“Sereaming Meemies” which lasted three hours and was estimated at
5000 rounds. Then the enemy attacked in an attempt to recapture
Mt. Castellone but were beaten back with heavy losses. When the

Supply jeeps awaiting the 'go ahead' just before Rome
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battle was over the Germans requested, and were granted. a truce to
collect their dead. 145 Nazi dead were carried off the slopes.

Anzio te Rome

On 26 February the Regiment was withdrawn to a rest area for a
break which lasted two and half months. Winter gave way to summer.
The men rested with trips to Naples, Caserta, Pompeii and Salerno.
And rngged training problems were conducted.

‘Wiih the opening of the big Allied offensive in May the 36th moved
to the Anzio beachhead. The 142d was in reserve as the breakout
attack developed. But on the night of May 30—31 with little notice
or time for preparation the Regiment performed an infiltration of its
entire strength deep behind the enemy line on to Mt. Artemisio, the
main ridge north of Velletri. In a few days a drive had ecarried across
the hills and the Rome plain into the city outskirts. The Regiment
motorized and moved through the city, fought through enemy de-
laying forces to Lake Bracciano and into Civitavecchia on the coast,
to Magliano. onward 130 miles in swift action.

On June 26th relief from the line was effected to allow preparation
for the mission ahead.

The Regiment went into a rest area near Rome for 5 davs and
then was moved back to the old familiar Salerno area where intensive
amphibious training was carried on while plans and details for the
Southern France invasion were worked out. Then came the Naples
staging area and the sail to Southern France.

Southern France, August 1944

The irip was smooth and without interference by enemy planes.
The hills and shoreline of France came into view on the m;mling of
August 15 and the Battalion assault teams prepared to go ashore.
There was delay while the assault landing area was changed from
Red to Green Beach because of underwater obstacles which held up
the Naval craft and thwarted the original plan. Suspense hung
heavily over the men. Then came the order to go in.

The 142d followed the 141st and 143d across the beach and pushed
on to its objectives. The ease of the landing was a pleasant surprise.

Tub baths were rare in the bivouoc area near Naples

The landing was easy. A lone Plane got one of our L5T's

The men of the Regiment arrived in France without opposition and
without getting their feet wet.

After two days of hard marching and successful fighting, Draguignan
was enfered. Six days of marching, riding trucks, tanks and captured
vehicles and occasional skirmishes with the enemy, carried the Regi-
ment nearly two hundred miles from Green Beach.

Never were soldiers spirits higher. Everywhere the French were
greeting them with wine, flowers and kisses. The Regiment rolled over
all German resistance with few ecasualties. Often towns where strong
resistance was expected were entered and found to be already
controlled by the Maquis. Many prisoners were taken. Souvenirs
were plentiful. The Regiment turned west to the Rhone Valley,

Montelimar, and Livron where the first hard battle in France was
fought and the German 19th Army smashed.

Lyon was entered on the 2d of September and then easy motorized
where another sharp battle

marches carried to the Doubs River

|

“Our hearf-§ will always remember you, gallant soldiers of the 132d

Inf“_nh-,\_«' Regiment. You came from far away Joxue 10 deliver us from

c?l‘hed tyranny, and we shall never forget that”. This was the speech

of the Mayor of Remirement. France as a delegation from the Regi-

ment was honored at the first anniversary of the town’s liberation
from the hands of the Nagis,

s

15 October 1945

ROTATE REVIEW

Page 7

occurred. Then eame Luxueil and th: bitter fight for Remiremont and
the Moselle River. The France campaign was no longer a pushover.

Battle for the Vosges

After the Moselle came the Vosges Mountains, cold rainy weather
and fanatical German resistance. Here, after forty days of advance
the drive was stopped near Tendon.

A Battalion C. P. in the Vosges

During October the rigors of battle and climate had telling elfect
o1 the T’\egimunl_,The enemy was strongly entrenched in the forests
and along the ridges of the Vosges Mountains, They had good ob-
servation and the 142d received constant artillery pounding. Casualties

Never on the long drive from
the Riviera to the Yosges Mountains
was there more than a moments pause
for rest. Not for 40 days did the
Rifle Companies stop long enough
for their kitchens to cook a meal.
The men of the Regiment slept
only when the situation did not
require movement and the enemy
was temporarily out of sight. Fol-
lowing the Riviera landing the
Regiment was on the battle line 133
consecutive days.

The constant, cold rain seemed at times intolerable.

A broad front was thinly held through Jussarupt and Hill 827. But
no relieving force was available so there was no alternative, The Regi-
ment stayed on the line.

November brought deep snow to the mountains and a slow, bitter
drive down the Les Rouges Eaux River Valley. No longer visible was
the fite and dash which had characterized the actions of the 1424 in
the campaigns of Italy and Southern France. Now it was plain step
by step slugging.

"The advance was pushed doggedly ahead by men whose thoughts
did not reach beyond the next objective. Grim determination prevailed
and the drive gained m_mngnhtm across the mountains, into Alsace
and through the St. Marie Pass to St Marie Aux Mines. Several fast
marches and surprise D\:zovemc.nts ('mlg_]lt the enemy _]))- surprise and
many were U"‘,‘I’l"’-“[- German companics and battalions surrendered
after fights which were foredoomed by the smart manuevering of ihe

‘142d battalions. At the end of the mouth the Regiment was al massive

Koenigsbourg Castle, high in the
Plain.

mountains overlooking the Rhine

Surprise movements caught the enemy.

Meny were coptured

This is typical Alsatian scenery.
In their bitter defense of the last
strips of territory before the border
of their homeland. the Germans
turned every building into a strong
point. Towns were often heavily
shelled by the attacking Americans
and shelled again by the Germans
as they attempted to retake lost
ground.

December saw a series of fierce battles at Selestat, Thannenkirch.
Orschweiler, St. Hippolite, Rodern, Rorschweir, and Bergheim. At
Selestat the Iirst Battalion, counterattacked by a vastly larger enemy
force, practically annhilated the Germans, accounting for six hundred
of the over one thousand man attacking force.

Having secured its final objectives before the Rhine River the Regi-
ment went into defense of the seized area for two weeks. was then
relieved and moved io the quiet Strashourg sector. On Christmas
dav the 142d went into a rest area at Trois Fontaines.

Record for Combat Days

When the Regiment pulled off the line into Corp Reserve Dec. 24,
1944 it had been in eombat 133 consecutive days. This is a record
unsurpassed in the American army in modern warfare. From the
landing at Southern France on Aug. 15 to the relief from its posi-
tion in the Strasbourg sector, Dec. 24. the Regiment had been in
continuous contact with the enemy. J

The rest period was short lived. The Germans launched a strong
counter offensive against the 7th Army front near Bitche and during
the night of January 3—4 the Regiment was alerted and moved bv
motor to the threatened sector. When the expected action was smashed
by troops on the spot, the Regiment was rushed to back up another
weak spot in the line near Saarbriicken. and then into the line near
Bischweiler. At the end of the month the familiar attack order was
heard again and the grim struggle for Oberhoffen, Rohrweiler and
Drusenheim began.

During the night of Jan. 31—Feh. 1 the 2d Bn moved across the
Moder River and its exposed flats to attacdk the town of Oberhoffen.

Home in the Vosges. A Gl sleeps in a tain

Thus began a twelve day battle of sustained fury seldom exceeded

in the history of the Regiment. At first completely slneqess‘[u,%“lanliiﬁ tl:I(”l;
all but hurled out of town by a powerful force of Tiger 5 {:m '-uljﬂ‘r'ﬂ
the 10th SS Panzer Grenadier Division, the 142d fought 1‘“5'. ‘1' o i
Oberhoffen and battled savagely to hold it against constant enemy
counterattacks and infilirations.

More than five hundred prisoners were
were killed and wounded. Our casualties,
light in comparison. . :

While the battle for Oberhoffen was fiillll
Regiment struck out to the east to dl'Il\*’. ;
enemy from the town of Rohrweiler, ant ifs
sector to the bank of the Rhine.

On I'ebruary 15 the Regimenl was
back to an area near Brumath for a Aot
rest and training followed and 1*eln}urm\.|l|u-1‘l :-‘l“
26 found the Regiment back on the |j“‘- L
north of its old positions at Blst.‘ll\\'fyllt’ll» March (5. the 7th Army

In the pitch dark of early morning on JIgre : west of the

1 1 > 2 1 » \
jumped off on the greaf drive to wipe out the enem
od out of its defensive positions along the Moder

Rhine. d
line in the Hagenan Fovest. The

taken and hundreds more
thoush nearly 300, were

raging, elements ol t.h‘:_
the fanatically resisting
woods and to clear the

velieved and moved by motor
well earned rest, Ten dayvs 0
ere received. ebruar
the Moder River, just

The Regiment mov _
1 H =Y o =3
River and pushed into the enemy

(Continued on Page 10)



 TRAVELS OF THE 142D INFANTRY
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Landed at Oran April '43
Division to Magenta for training
142D to Arzew
Reossembled ot Arzew Beach Aug. 43
From Oran sailed to Salerno,
[landing Sept 9, '43;
“Apple Orchard” Qualiane
Mt. Camino, 15 Nov '43
Mt. Lungo, 16 Dec '43
Mt. Summucro, Christmas Day '43
Rapido River
Cassino, 20 Jan '44
Attached to 34th Div.  Night March
Terrelle Sector . Mt. Castelone . Madeloni
Terrine, near Naples
(rest in March)
Qualiano
To Anzio Beach, May '44
elletri, 30 May '44 ., Alban Hills
Rome, 4 June '44
Civittavechia
Capalkic . Magliano . Grosetto
Sieno relieved - back to Rome
{training]

Naples to 5t. Raphael 15 Aug '44
Frejus . Draguinan . Gap
Nyons . St. Martin . Crest
Alex . Livron . . Lyan
St Vith . Luxueil . Plombieres
Remiremont
Tendon, 27 Sept '44
Les Rouge Eaux
La Petite Houssiere
Mandray
St Marie Aux Mines
St. Croix, 27 Nov '44
Selestat . Mittlewihr . Strasbourg
Trois Fontaines, 25 Dec '44
Montbronn, 3 Jan '45 - Bitche Sector
Merlebach
Hogenau
Qberhoffen, 1 Feb '45
Rohrweiler
Moder River, 15 Mar '45
Wissembourg,

Siegfried Line & Ober-Otterbach,
19 Mar '45
Rulzheim . Kaiserslautern
Landsberg . Murnau . Kufstein
Itter . Kitzbuhel
Mittersill, 9 May 45
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Germans had been preparing for this atiack since occupying the
sector in their January counter offensive. Their positions were deeply
dug and well covered and protected by minefields.

The companies gained their initial objectives in the face of terrific
smal! arms, machine gun, mortar and artillery fire and worked slowly
through the sniper infested Hagenau forest. Anti-personnel minefields
were frequently encountered and many casualties were suffered.

Mertzwiller was entered and cleared, and the last German line of
resistance in Franc was breaking.. Now the enemy was again backing.

“142 RCT Presenis Germany' says the sign on a Nazi customs gate on the
German-French border at Schweigen where the Regiment entered Naziland

The Regiment by foot and motor, followed quickly to Weissenburg
and the German border.

ltaly, France and now Germany, another epoch in the history of
ihe 142nd. And here, as alwavs bhefore, a formidable barrier opposed
the thrust. This was the Siegfried Line.

Ou the plain to the east of Ober Otterbach were the dragon's teeth

Sicgfried Line — The ¢ragon lost some feeih

and in the hills fo the west were the heavy concrete pillboxes, set
into the ground and cunningly camoullaged, with interlocking fields
of fire. elaborate trench systems and wire entanglements,

The vaunted Siegfried Line was broken in four days—a quick job,
Lut certainly one of the hardest for the 142d. The Germans had to be
blasted from their fortresses with dynamite and this involved hazard-
vus work for the infantry-engineer teams as they crawled in through
machinegun and rifle fire (o set their powder charges against the steel
doors and air vents of the pillboxes. And the Germans, without danger
to themselves. were able to call artillery and mortar on their own
positions 1o catch the attacking GI's in the open. But the job was done
and the wav was cleared to the Rhine. o

I'rom the bank of the Rhine River the 36th Division was relieved
of combat duty to support the military government in the rear of the
advancing Tth Army,

Fhis was a sirange bul welecome change for ithe veteran flg.:'him;t‘
men of the t(42nd who had been almost constantly in combat for
nineteen months . o ) gl

Vfter thirty davs of police duties snd light fraimng, during wlich
i inforeed 1 all  streng y 2d was
time the Regiment was remnforeed to full .‘111{115“1- the 142

alevted 1o renew combal operations. On April 24th it was moved by

The massive concrete pillboxes of the Slegfried Line were well camoufilaged

truck 160 miles into Bavaria to relieve elements of the 63rd Division
in following the 12th Armored in the drive southward into the Ger-
man “National Redoubt”, The Germans were no longer resisting.
The end was near!

During the first. few days of Mav the Regiment crossed the Danube
and rolled south through Landsberg and Weilheim to the Bavarian

mountainside  concrete
pillars stand like mute sentinels
of the once-proud autobahn that
spanned the gorge between Stutt-
gart and Ulm. Typical of Jerry’s
frantic efforts to impede the Ameri-
can advance, these super high-
way bridges were blown by enemy
demolition squads. Although the
TNT charges left a mass of twisted
metal girders, concrete debris and
massive chunks of macadam sections
coiled snake-like on the valley
floor, the US Army engineers did
the almost impossible job of build-
ing by-pass roads and bridges that
kept troops and the heavy stuff
rolling on ahead.

These

Alps. 8§ troops forced occasional skirmishes and blown bridges
impeded progress. On May 4th, the Regiment crossed into Austria at
Kufstein.

Austria and the End

The reception accorded the Americans in Austria wus a sharp
surprise to most of the GI's. The National colors hung from every

GI's on a tank. We had the Krauis on the run in Iialy, France and Germany.
At times we rode tanks {0 keep contact with them.
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building. Townspeople waved and cheered the passing Americans and
offered food and drink.

As the advance continued, Itter Castle. where the I'rench ex-premiers
Daladier and Reynaud, Generals Gamelin and Weygand and other
prominent French hostages were held, was captured by the 2d Bn
alter a brief firefight with S5 tropps.

The last shots of the war for the 142d were fired during the after-
noon of May 5 as the Germans resisied eniry into the town of Soll.
For there the companies received orders to halt in place and not to
fire unless fired upon. The German armv was to surrender effective
at noon of the 6th.

German officers asking surrender
terms during the flinal phase of
war in Austria.

The remnants of the Wehrmacht
were pushed into the Austrian Alps
and trapped. Many threw down their
arms as the Americans closed in.
But others, notably the SS, organ-
ized for a last ditch fight. When

Germany formally surrendered,
representatives of these holdout
groups approached our positions

waving white flags, asking a fruce
during which surrender terms would

be negotiated. The truce was
granted, negotiations ecarried out
and terms given—Unconditional
Surrender!

In Austria Nazi Generals of the
German Army surrendered thou-
sands of troops to Colonel Lynch
and the 142d Infantry.

The war was-over. This was the day the men of the 142d had hoped
for. This was the day they had fought and died for. The long, bloody
war trail begun that night at Salerno was ended. The 142d had
completed its mission!

The story changed. No longer was each hill and river of vital im-
porlance. No longer existed the possibility that every house was a
sniper’s post. The lines of strain gradually disappeared from hardened
faces as the men realized it was actually over.

The Regiment moved to Mittersill, near Brenner for a few days
and then badk to Germany inlo the area around Mindelheim in the
Province of Wiirzburg. Garrison life was begun with a training
schedule, an athletic program and occupational duties,

On June 13 the Regiment moved to a new area sonthwest of Ulm.
The Point System was effected and became the chief concern of the
men of the 142d. Those who had seen long service were going home
now to be discharged. It was learned that the 36th Division had been
placed in a Category 1 status as a permanent occupational unit.

An I & E Program was organized with surveys conducted through-
out the battalions to determine educatmnuf interests of the personnel
and battalion schools were planned. Near the end of the month 55
men representing every company in the Regiment were congregated
in a school house in Ober-Kirchberg to begin daily classes in Basic
English and Arithmetic.

July brought another move. This time 50 miles northwest of Ulm
to the towns of Niirtingen, Kirchheim, and Wendlingen.

High point men were leaving swiftly now and replacements were
coming in from other Divisions. Quotas were received bv the R(‘gi-
ment for Enlisted Men 1lo attend T'rench and English Universities
Softball, and volleyball league competition was in Full swine, .'Reghf:
imental baseball and boxing teams were organized. The Resiment
had a theatre in each town it occupied with nightly picturm_u USO
shows appeared [requently. ’ h o

During the month a surprise screeming operation was condueted
with some contraband and a few items of war equipment confiseated
A training schedule was established with the mornings devoted io
military drill and the afternoon to I & E lectures and i.ﬂe Uit Sdiool
classrooms. Men streamed to leave centers in France. Switzerland.
and England.

With August came the end ul'_tim Pacifie War and
knowledge that refurn to the rigors of combat was
possibility. Now, indeed, _ﬂmughts turned tfo home.

Redeployment to the States was accelerated. Old familiar names
and faces all but disappeared from the Regiment. : ;

September 9 brought a celebration of the 2 anniversary of the
invasion at Salerno. And a few davs later came ihe knowledee that
the status of the Division had been changed and i \'.'Jm:l:'l_som'frlvl'nl'n
to Texas! > i

The men of Salerno are gone. Few h!m‘\\-‘erc in Ialy and Southern

the delinite
no longer a

France arve with us today. “But it was their example that aided us in
the dark hours and in their spirit that we pushed the attack. Now if
is our privilege to carry the colors home and receive the acclaim
for vietories bravely won.

Regimental Chaplains Were

in The Thick

Not all of the men of the 142nd
Regiment who distinguished them-
selves in battle were up there with
a gun. The medies carried morphine
and plasma, the Chaplains their
bibles. While the grease guns spat
and enemy artillery bashed up the
foxholes, the regimental chaplains
were right up in the thick of it

| Names like Sweeney, Phinney, Hall,

Goss, I'ranklin and Cox, chaplains
all, will be remembered with a
erateful smile by the men whose
morale boomed when the chaplains
gave them a helping hand.

Of the six chaplains who served
with the 142nd Regiment since
9 September 1945, friendly. easy-
going Capt James P. Sweeney, of
Chicago, Illinois, will be remem-
bered as the peripatetic Father, the
man who seemed to be everywhere
at once.

On the 24 January 1945, while
attached fo the 1st Battalion, Chap-
lain Sweenev was roving around
the forward Command Post. a
wooded area located in a defensive

position 1_mile SE of Bischwiller,
France. Under heavy artillery
barrage the entire morning, the
battalion switchboard dugout re-

ceived a direct hit. Disregarding
continuous shelling, much of which
was tree bursts, Chaplain Sweeney

dashed to their rescue. Although
two men were [flatally wounded,
Sweeney worked under incessant
shellfire  removing  debris, and
managing to free a wounded
soldier.

For gallantry above and bevond
the call of duty, Chaplain Sweenev

ment from t
their depariure in June 1944. Capt

of The Fight

was awarded the Silver Star om
7 April 45.

Until shipping out the first week
of October 1945. Sweenev was the
enthusiastic  contributor to the
Rotate Review His succinct. tongue-

in-cheek comments in “Food for
Thought” brought a smile— the
truth with a realistie jolt. He'll

alwayvs be remembered as the man
who didn't pull his punches.

The five other chaplains assigned
to the 142nd Regiment also spent
much of their time up on the line.
Capt Forrest T. Franklin, of Hugo.
Oklahoma. and Capt Harris T.
Hall. of Mendhan, New Jersev, both
old-timers, served with the regi-
September 1943 until

Hall, however. remained with the
division after transferring from the
regiment.

Capt Benjamin W. Cox, of Spar-
tenberg. South Carolina. saw ser-
vice with the 142nd Regiment from
15 February 1944 to first of July
1945: Capt Elwood L. Goss. of
Jackson. New Hampshire., {from
1 July 1944 fo 53 Oectober 1945; and
Capt Herbert A, Phinney, of Dorch-
ester, Massachusetts, from 9 Sep-
tember 1945 to 1 May 1944,

Red Cross . . .

Red Cross girl is singularly en-
dowed went a long way toward
making the strangers feel at home.

As the 142nd gets set for its big
trek home. a vote of thanks is ex-
tended to the Red Cross girls who
were in there pitching until the
last farewell.

Monument to the 36th on the Riviera
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On
on the

at Drammont
Riviera, this mon-
ument erected in commemn-
oration of the 56th Division's
assault landing on the coasi of
Southern France. On Aug. 15, 1945,
one year after ihe invasion, a
delegation Trom the 142d returned
to the scene of that memorable
victory to attend the dedicalion

ceremony.

Green Beach
French
was
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Regiment Has Hun-

dreds of Decorations

Eight men of the 142d Infantry
Regiment have been decorated with
the Congressional Medal of Honor.
T/Sgt Bernard P. Bell, Lt Arnold
C. Bjorklund, Pvt William C.
Crawford, Lt Edward C. Dahlgren,
Sgt Emile DeLeau Jr.. Pfc Silvestre
S. Herrera. Sgt Ellis R. Weicht and
S/Sgt Homer L Wise have received
the highest military honor “For 3
conspicuous gallantry and intrep- || Caserta, Italy, Septemes and
idity at the risk of life above and|| Grenoble and Epinal, France.
heyond the call of duty”. Sgt|| Remember?

Weicht was awarded posthumously. Or mavbe the Forty and Eight

Sixtv-seven Distinguished Ser- || hasn't evolved into a new stream-
vice (Crosses have been awarded ]ined charir_:tbwith steam tables
to men of 142, while twenty-six || in the dining cars, overall

Nothing Compares
with 40 and 8s

Ever ride a Forty and Eight,
soldier? I[ not, you're in for
an unforgettable experience, If
so, get set for a comparison of
the new style freight cars and
the lumbering chicken coops that
hauled you in the nightmare
jaunt between Casa Blanca and
Oran, N. Africa, Naples and

Legion of Merit decorations and || equipped with hot and cold
six Soldiers Medals have been won. || running  blondes. We don’t

know . . . we're guessing!
Mavbe the roof still leaks in
vour favorite roost in the far
corner of car No.13 ... the guy
named Joe continues to swipe
that pile of siraw with which
vou once eased vyour achin’
back . . . that dirty b——— Pete
steps on your gut at midnight

Thiriy-two men have been honor-
ed by the French Army with the
Croix de Guerre. Five hundred
eightv-three have received Silver
Stars and one hundred-eight have
been awarded posthumously, Four—|
teen hundred thirty-five men have
received Bronze Stars and forty-
five have been awarded post- 5
humously. while trying to answer the call

The st and 3rd Battalions hold | of nature . . . the cloying,
Presidential citations. Company “C" || 0doriferous scent of forty un-
has the Citation with Oak Leaf | washed bodies and the eight
Cluster. Service Company was || l¢gendary horses (whose stendh
awarded the Meritorious 'Scrvicel is there even if they aren't)
Unit Plaque. ‘ wafted day and night under

The Regiment has been recom- || YOUF mose .. .
mended for a citation for its action | And chow, brother! Chow that
in the Siegfried Line. At last re- || makes even a veteran shudder!
port, 7th Army had forwarded the Know the Mess Sgt? If you're
recommendation to the War De- || buddy-buddy with him, you
partment for final action. might get priority on a cold "C

5 C || ration—out of the whole case

The men of _(_.olelémm h'{mﬂ?a'&} they toss in for 40 men. And

“%“'(1) their Cifﬂtl.l:?n or t_‘e ’cl_t e why do thev always start roll-

of Oberhoffen, France, for 1101915@, ing the freighters just when

gallantry and outstanding achieve- your cup of coffee starts warm-
ment in combat from 1 to 10 Feb- ine: over vour private ‘fHiraf
ruary 19457, The 1st Battalion = 7 : ) ;

was ordered to attack through the And speed, brother! Speed
2d Battalion’s positions on the thaﬂjmalge.s you hold on tONYO“T
southern edge of Oberhoffen and ll‘“t_-‘_" Was it only in orth
seize the remainder of the stub-|| Africa and [Italy and France

where the 40 and 8s rolled at
an average speed of 3 miles
per hour?

Never again, you said?

Hell yes! But this time it's
home!

bornly defended town. Under the
cover of darkness Co C executed
a brilliant flanking maneuver, ad-
vanced through fierce enemy resist-
ance, and, in scoring a decisive
viclory over the German troops.

broke the deadlock in this sector.

Cannon Co Was in the Siegfried

Pfe Bert W. Rauscher of Cannon Company tells his story of Cannon
Company’s part in the batile for the Siegiried Line:—

One of the batiles | can remember was the Siegfried Line. Although
a Canuon Company in the Infantry usually has it easy, this is one
of the few limes ihat everything broke loose at once and took every-
budy into the fight. I know that there are a lot of men who will never
{orget the things that happened there.

The Germans were desperate and we knew it because they were
throwing everything. They fought like rats trapped in a corner.

annon Company was called upon agam and again for fire mis-

~al [ 3 g r
sions. While we were giving all that we had, the Jerries decided to

o o) -
answer. One of their shells scored a hit on the Second Platoon CP,
QNSWer, !
blowing the roof everywhere but where it should have been. Our
communications were broken and we could no longer take fire mis-
sions. A lot of men were wounded.

Three men went out and tried to repair the line, while the rest
were trving to fire without the necessary communications. We were
<till receiving heavy artillery fire and it was landing in some awfully
mconvenient places. ]

Tisrt John House was one of the men tit"_i’mg to do itlil he gulnldﬁu

? avervthine richt asain so we could carry out our job, He
make evervihing right again so we ; ur job. He
u:-ci\'('-d the Silver Star, Pfec Russell P. Adams got the Bwn/;e Star
and Pfe Ernest F. Hostetter received a commendation from General
Dahlguist. _

I am one of the three men left in the
then, | worked in the kitchen and had he
ihe men. packhoard style. I'm glad its over

. Company who was with it
the job of getting rations to

The- Real Old-Timers

Pictured kneeling, left to right are; S/Sgi Leonard M. Knepinski,
Hq Co, 2nd Bn, LeMont, Calif.; Pic Robert E. Garvey, Co D, Muskegon,
Mich.; T/Sgt Orville C. Bonville, Regtl Hgs Co, Plattsburg, New York:
S/Sgt Sydney J. Champney, Co M, Bolton, Vi.; Pvt Robert M. Farring-
ton, Co I, Syracuse, N.Y.; Pic Verne Douglass, Regil Hgs Co, Palm
Beach, Calif.

Standing: Lt Howard A. Knutson, Regtl Hgs Co CO, Almont, N.D.;
Capt Carl P. Matney, ist Bn CO, Vernon, Tex.; Capt Rowland A.
Willeford, Sy Co CO, Brownwood, Tex.; Lt Col Everett S, Simpson,
Regimental Executive Officer, Amarillo, Tex.; Maj Cader C. Terrell,
Regtl S—2, Amarillo, Tex.; Capt Alban E. Reid Jr.,, Co I, CO, New
Haven, Conn.; Lt Ralph W. Arnold, Regtl S—3, Menomomee Falls, Wis.;

Not shown is Capt Hollis M. Hughes, L Co, CO, Ashland, Pa.

These are the men who were with the 36th all the way. Veterans
of Salerno and all action since, they are the only men of the original
personnel who remain to go home with the Division. At the end of
the war every unit had a few Salerno veterans but during the past
months nearly all have been sent home for well earned discharges.

The 2nd Battalion in the Siegfried

The list of actions in which the Second Battalion has participated is
a long and bloody one and includes some of the key struggles of
the war. Beginning with Salerno and running through Cassino, Anzio,
Velletri, the Riviera invasion, Montelimar, Remiremont, Oberhoffen,
the Moder River, Hagenau Woods, Ober Otlerbach and the Siegfried
Line and carrying through to the termination of hostilities which found
the Regiment in Austria, we present a partial list of important actions
111”wh|cl:1 the Second has played a vital role.

T'he Second Battalion likes to think of the infiliration at Velletri

which was as nearly painless as ground combat can be. They like to
think of the Associated Press story in which Ken Dixon described the
capture of this key spot with a reference to “one regiment led by the
crack Second Battalion”.
. That was long ago and few veterans of the Italian campaign remain
in the Battalion. In recent actions, perhaps the most gruelling battle
and the one where success by the Battalion meant the most was the
bitter fighting in the pillboxes of the Siegfried Line between Ober
Otterbach and Bergzabern.

The thickly wooded hills above Ober Otterbach were covered with
pillboxes, wire entanglements and an iniricate system of trenches.
The hills were crawling with some of Germany's finest tfroops whao
were determined to keep American soldiers ouf of their fatherland.

After a brief but bitter disagreement, the Second Battalion rolled
through Rott and Wissembourg as ﬁghiinf; in France came to an end
on Ma‘rc—h 19, and, without hesitation to observe the occasion, stormed
into Germany. That night found elements of the Battalion already
engaged with the enemy and early the following morning riflemen
of Company “F” had captured a pillbox. It is believed that they were
the first iroops of the ﬁegiment to become captors of any portion of
the Siegfried defenses.

With the First Battalion in the town of Ober Otiterbach and the
third to the right rear in Regimental reserve, the Second moved
from Schweigen in single file along the edge of the woods {o the
west of the main highway. “E” Company was in the lead and had
started moving up a hill” against enemy small arms and automatic
fire by 1845 on 19 March. .

After moving part way up the slope, the Company withdrew along
with the remainder of the Battalion to Ober Otterbach where a hasty

reorganization was effected and new orders were issued by Lt Col.

| Marvin J. Coyle {9 continue the assault on the enemy position, With

" on the left and “F” on the right the Battalion moved porih

across the road at the west end of the village and once again attempted
an_assault on the heavily defended line.

The hill was dense with woods and enemy soldiers as the com-

| banies strode up the precipitous slope by the mard and fire method.

he first pillbox was encountered slightly after midnight and it was

|
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protected by a pair of concertina entanglements and an ingenious
system of trenches, as well as fire from adjacent boxes.

It was necessary to cut a path through the wire which was covered
by enemy small arms and hand grenades thrown by opponents hidden
in the trenches. “I"" Company riflemen accomplished the breaching
of the wire, and, a few minutes later were in their [irst pillbox. Two
others were taken during the fighting that night while over on the
left “G” had snatched four more.

The Battalion then organized the top of the hill in defensive with
“G” and I organizing around their captured forts. “E” was brought
up through the middle to defend the middle of the Battalion line. In
the wee hours of the morning, the Germans threw a violent counter-
attack from three directions, hitting all of the companies. “H" Com-
pany’'s heavy machineguns supplementing the automatic weapons and
rifles of the other companies were spitting a steadv hail of lead in
the face of the counterattack. As they were knocked from one position,
the “H” doughs scurried to an alternate location and soon were back
in action. So vicious was the enemy’s counteroffensive that the Bat-
talion was obliged to ecall down all the supporting [fire at its disposal.
Mortars, artillery and all fire available was thrown at the enemy and
finally forced him 1o abandon the attadk.

Fighting continued for three more days with advances being
measured in feet and vards. At dawn of the 23rd, however, white
flags were floating above the few pillboxes which the enemy had not
lost and the Siegfried Line ceased to exist as a barrier to the enemy
liomeland.

The Battalion suffered total casualties of 13 killed, 99 wounded and
9 missing while we accounted for 300 enemy captured and a total
of killed and wounded which was impossible to estimate.

About 30 pillboxes and bunkers were taken by the Batialion during
the three days the struggle raged. Bee-hive charges placed against the

- doors by the doughs did much to convince the occupants of the desir-

ubility of giving up their posts. Most of the boxes had to he wrested
from an enemy who refused to know the meaning of defeat but some
were taken by more ingenious methods. German linguists in the ranks
of the companies on occasions wade use of the elaborate inter-
communication system to inform defenders of nearby foris of the
advisability of giving up rather than suffer disaster at the hands of
the determined attackers.

The clearing of a path through the famed west wall enabled
American troops to pour through the breach and roar to the Rhine
River.

Members of the erack Second Battalion feel that their organization
did as much, if not more than any other element of the Ground I'orces
in effecting the breach which cleared all German troops from west of
the Rhine and hastened the successful termination of the war in
Europe.

Selestat . . .
COMPANY C

So efficiently were the Kraut maneuvers carried out, and so well
informed were they about the position of troops in the town by
civilian sympathizers, that outside of a little more noise than usual,
the rest of the Battalion deployed in other sections of the town were
unaware of the full situation until about 1200 hours. At that time
Lt Col James Minor, issued ihe order to move out and take back
lost ground.

Two avenues of approach led to the Jerry held section of town. Down
one went Coleman Company’s third platoon lead by Lt Clarence T.
Bradberry. The Third had the mission of attacking up the main high-
way leading out of town in the vicinity of the factory area, in an
effort to free one of Brownwoods outposts still believed holding out.
Advanecing down the right side of the road, the Third had just
cleared four houses and crossed the road toward a group of barracks
built to house the workers of the factory, when they were stopped
by an enemy ouipost situated on a 20 foot bank directly to the front.

Fvery possible means was used to knock out the emplacement. It
was not until S/Sgt Shelby Sheights (later commissioned and five time
winner of the Silver Star) succeeded in scoring a 125 yard hit with
a rille grenade that the Platoon was able to push on. A few minutes
later they ran into Brownwood’s outpost which had held out from
carly daybreak against numerous Kraut attempts to take it.

Because of the large scetor, I Company was attached to the ist Bn.
and greatly assisted Coleman in clearing out the factory area.

COMPANY D

About 0530, 12 December 44, the 1st Squad of the tst Platoon of
D Co was alerted by the guards on the machinegun who saw a force
of over 100 enem approaching the position. The gunner iuun(-‘dinte']y
Upﬂne(l fire and delivered over 500 rounds of effective five, thus dis-
rupting the entire enemy altack, causing much _confusion and the
immediate capture of practically the entire attacking force.

As the enemy withdrew to reorganize, an 81 mm_ mortar observer
sicdked them up, zeroed in bis guns and immediately delivered
offective battery fire on the entire attacking force. During the attack,
the mortars fired 1900 rounds of High Explosive Ammunition.

By nightfall, 333 prisoners were on the way IJ;!{-['\ to the stockade.
a0 more dead Germans littered the area. Counting the wounded, it
7e etstimated that First Battalion inflicted 700 casualties on the
enemy foree of 1000, In comparison the PFirst Battalion's casualfies
were so light they could be counted on iwo hands.

For the defense of Selestat, the First Battalion was cited by the
President.

The 3rd Battalion at St. Marie

When the old timers of Blue Battalion get together to fight the war
all over, there are alwavs familiar names that crop up, Oberhoffen,
Selestat, the Moder and Mertzweiler and the Siegfried. The very old
timers may talk about the landings down in the HKest Center country
or even Salerno and the Italian Campaign. But then there are few
of those men left. Other places may be remembered for the tough
fighting but when they think of how they outfoxed Jerry, the name
of St Marie is the one that comes to mind. Then too there’s that bit
of gold framed ribbon above their right pocket to remind the boys of
what a slick job they did. And for anyone who asks about that ribbon
there are usually some good tales.

We had been fighting through the damned Vosges — nothing but
one mountain after another and always Jerry. 1t was good to be coming
into the Rhine Valley. The fighting might be just as tough but at
least we'd be out of the woods. It would be something different. We
rolled up to Wisembach on trucks—but let Hillyard take it. Hillyard,
by the way, was a BAR man in Love Co’s 2nd Platoon.

“We came on to Wisembach on trucks. I & K Co’s went on down the
road to the left, still on trucks. We wound on down the road for St Marie
on foot. Then aswe rounded a turn there were a couple of loud eracks
tlrat made our helmets dance on our heads. Mavbe it wasn't the noise that
did it though. It may have been the suction from the 88's that wl}xstlcd
over our heads. What a bitch of a road block that was. The TD’s that
were wilh us opened up but they didn't get those 88s. They did get
a shed with a couple of machine guns in it. The first and third
platoons took off over the hill o get at the block. Something was
wrong with the radio so we lost contact with them. We took off to
the left and Christ — all the wire the Krauts had made in the last
fen years was down in that valley. Sgt Washer. he was leading the
platoon then, put us under cover and went on up by the road to see
what was going on. We all kinda held our breath then rwhen five
Krauts came down the road, we were afraid they’d see Washer and
he was airaid we'd start shooting. We didn't tho and they went on
down the road. I got up closer before three more came along.
Thev saw Washer but | got them first — got two and one gave up.
He said there were only 4 or 5 men down there in a house by tI.m
road blods. Christ! When we got there we chased 28 out of the c-.el[]ar
and four and five got out the badk way. Before we could get to.h?
house the artillery plastered the hell out of them. Then we wel!:
right in. We figured we'd have fo fight on into town then but the
place was already taken. We just walked in. )

“Yeah, we walked in too, then all hell broke loose". This came
from Sgt Bryant of “K” Co. i

“1* & “K” Co had made a wide detour across country and came ;1t
the town from the Northt East. Edwards, Brvant and Goodwin were
¢ bering K Co’s part. ) o
u'l‘l"lf(':]?:me hills were as slick as owl-——as slidk as glass. 1t \«-als‘r}miun%'
and we kept sliding down all the way. Tony Garzia dropped his helme
then slid halfway down the mountain after ;‘. .} o 8 ¢ ol

“When we came out of the woods, down the bald face ol that |
I sa?i\tll.w‘}}{:l? t(]::-l:'g‘ are no Krauts w;'thi'n 10 miles of here! If ti_lere W E;{;
they'd be giving us plenty”. But I didn't realize then that we h%di_f‘.—auﬁe
them completely by surprise. When they did find out we hlat an :—.ct
them. there were Jerries and horses and Wwagons everyw 1t_rci ‘ml illl
of them trying to get away.” Bryant went on I staved upon tn: ‘:’Ve
with a squad around the 81’s until we heard the town was ?Ika :
just got to the first house when they cut loose so we r-('{z(:irer ]_‘1_‘1c up
ihe hill and laid in a few, then ducked what they tln-(‘\\‘ yack”. .

Goodwin was laughing about how Sgt Mask caught one 1}11 the I;cl}n}f'ct
“One shot had just gone over our heads. Mask said, I saw umi Ja go
that son of a b——" and started loading a rifle grenade fmi ) 11; «{ruct'
He was squatting on a table by a rods wall and the tﬂl)i? B
was cxposed. Then ping and the helmet {lopped off to t1$ kg] 11)1_1111 nclat-
Mask right after it. It just creased his head enough go }111]‘1{ eh(]:cl B!

He eot the Kraut, then he got scared whf_':n he rubbed his a -

rl'Ill-‘nt reminded Bryant of how Seymanski had wulkn-.dkyp nnﬂt]}ﬂ] h!lllil-:
sanding” uagd IO A e by, b sy Samenils Sy ey

> ¢ im. ie Kraut just s re.  Fle hac BEN
:r(::::';?c}(rlb.uacll?)tﬂ drew a bead with his rifle and the Jerry came back
to life and gave up. ) _ o o

“[” Company was on down from K Co. Had a F)trpffs (:-:g?ilmilull n}]
gefling into a factory building and the railroad station. 'f i
50 prisoners of the factory. It Stenger told about one o -

; % h . ST TR it was but he can be on
spotting a Kraut patrol. “I've forgotien who iiih: ‘r:‘md by the factory.

my team any day Four Kraltlﬁd (‘li?m(‘i (i'l(‘:l‘l\;n-:hnt% eot a Jerry with
T - 1 ; an ired tour s L, WLt B
I'his guy sat at the window 1 e Tellow in the Hagenau forest

each shot. That's not the averag

that got two with one shot. but

man’s language, o N
; i " the Lt who had just joined the outfit The first sh
Then there was the Lt who hac J “purped the Lt hit the diri right

fired was from a burp gun. When l!!ii(“i.l].”ﬁi!"i i hine

k) 3 » oty ; o) L . .

in ths middle of the Btect ane < .1 field day. There was just one

5 Ea % e & T il v, LS b

Everybody agreed (hat i “d{h ‘itl1[:'. there long enough. There was
ine wr - “We 1C +f to slE & 1 i

thing; wrong: We: than £t . }‘\‘3 It looked like a good place to

heau-coup, schnapps anc CUS‘“‘LIH‘ t];‘i%l‘i['rlltﬂtu and we had fo move on
! iy S ve the S o i

stay awhile, bul here came

toward Selestat. | i Baligwn: Mt

4 Marie is 111 just a name to a loi ob I S04

7 St Marie is more than j me | g
\t‘!‘dh. \\'11:.1‘r:~|m'n'|hut' {ho are called Mister now. But whene Fer te

1:? II( mi n eather whether in khaki or pin stripes you cah
wnchmen  ge g T BT

falk will driff around to St Marie,

L=

a thousand percent isn’t bad in any

$
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The Medic’'s Were There Too
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The Combat Medic’'s Badge

One cannot. in any written account, do justice to the deeds of any
unit in combat. It is onlv possible. for the author, to narrate the higil
points. In so doing, it is necessary to leave out the many, many
personal sacrifices that are constantly overlooked; but which are the
tiny pieces of marble in the over-all picture of the big mosaic. The
Medical Detachment of this regiment, uke that of all others, was
considered with a suspicious eve. prior tv combat. The riflemen, the
BAR men. the mortar men, ete, knew where they fitted into the
division picture, and each knew the worth of the other — but the
medicos? Well that was something else: — just where did all these
medicos fit in? These were the davs when they were known as the “Pill
Rollers”. Sure, these medicos were pleasant enough guys, but how
could they help win a war?

Their first overseas experiance, that of Africa, near Arzew, was
interesting enough and not 1oo unpleasant. Here they got their first,
but by no means their last experience with malaria, the disease that
had to be fought relentle-=lv from that dav forward., even now
occasionally raising it's head, as the unit prepares to return home.
Diarrhea, always the scou:ge of armies in the field, wes met here in
Africa-another perpetual fight, For the medicos in Africa it was a
fight with mosquitos. sanifation and diarrhea. They did a good job
of it ton. But still they were. as vet. the “Pill Rollers”, pretty good
fellows to have around, but still looked upon with suspicion, because,
“They didn’t carry a gun’.

The next dhapter is history to the world. But it was more than that
to the division, and, of course, most of all to the medicos.

As a well trained, but untried division, they landed at Salerno Beach
on that memorable September day in 1943, o prove to themselves.
the world and certainly. 1o the German Army. what they eould do.
Describe what took place? Who can do it justice? It was bloody,
confused, hectic — but the resulits — ves, the 36th Division had fought
their way onto the soil of Europe and were there to stay! But what
of the Medicos? They had fought their way into the hearts of their
fellow soldiers — the men with the rifles and machineguns and
mortars. They showed them, the hard way, why they were there and
what they could do. They saw with their own eves that these medicos
would go through hell to take care of them. to give them expert
medical attention in the field. and get them back from the battlefield
with miraculous speed. To quote an excerpt from the qualifications
for issuance of the Combat Medical Badge. they proved that they
were not only capable, but willing to “share with ihe infantry. the
hazards and hardships of combat”,

Next, came the bitter lighting of Mt Camino, Mt Sammuecro. St
Pietro and Cassino. but more brutal. the weather, eold. rain and mud.
Yes. the medicos were there and they got an almost superhuman tasl
of tremendous litter hauls. down mountains and over rocks, taking hours
and hours to evacuate the casualties. Their tasks were heart breaking
and back breaking, but with pride ihev could sav, “a most difficult
job well done™. &

\fter a rest, it was on to Anzio. Velletri, “The break 1hra™. the dash
ihrough Rome and finally their last action in Haly, above Grossetio,
where the division was relieved by the 34th.

A few plorious days of freedom and fun in Rome. then back to
Salerno for weeks of hard, realistic amphibious training — medical
supplies carried in waterprool moriar cases. )

Next. in rapid succession came. the landing in Southern France.
and the fast mad dash up the Rhone Valley. |J_Ft‘e.l fortunately, the
casualties. for the most part, were light and Aid Stations were the
fast moving medical jeeps, following swiftly behind the Tanks and
rD's and the irucks  loaded with rilemen. Yes, there were the
sporadic sharp. fierce clashes. The fights at La Puget, Draguignan and

Livron. As always. the medies showed that t']]f-"_‘f'l could jump off the
tanks and the vehicles and swing into immediate action, anvytime.
anvwhere.

[Finallv, the fong dash was over. the Germans had stilfened at ihe

Vgsees Mountains and from there on, 1t was another cold, bitter
: inter and slow plodding forward. The work of the medicos again was
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,\”,Hﬂ.ur!uu___ Taking care of innumerable casualties from small arms,

v onee more the dreaded artillery, but now particularly, the mines
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mutilating effeet. Casualties, day and night, exhaustions, pitiful broken
men. Day in, day out, the heart breaking task ol caring for broken
bodies and shattered nerves, trying to be cheerlful. and wondering
whether it was your turn next. It was slow, gruelling, exhausting
work. Tendon and then the Rouge Valley, where little Tommy
Hammond showed what a good aid man eould really do. When trapped
behind the enemy lines with his company commander, who was shot
through the thigh and had a Dbroken leg, Tommy wouldn't listen to
the words of his CO and leave him, but with rave ingenuitv, stopped
the bleeding. dressed the wounds, put on an excellent. but improvised
splint and supervised the construction of an improvised litter. Several
davs later they made their way back into our lines, and the CO was
in excellent condition: the splint perfectly secure, no evidence of
infection, and he couldu't say enough in praise of little Tommy —
“The perfect medico™. B

St Marie, Selestat and the plains of Alsace, Bischweiler. Oberhoffen
and the push across the Moder and on into and through {the
Sieglried Line: different names and different places, but alwavys
the same cruel pattern, broken bodies and shattered nerves, The
medies didn’t let their buddies down — they were real buddies now —
ves, long ago the riflemen knew that their aid man was with them
at all times — they knew he had “guts”, itlldl,‘ikﬂ], and patience, They
knew that if they were hit they Wol![d get fast treatment. Also, if at
all possible, those litter bearers or jeep drivers would get them out
and back to the Aid Station quickly. where they would receive further
attention from their own Medical Officer. They all knew this, and it
was a constant source of great comfort and satisfaction.

We had more than our share of decorations, Silver Stars, Bronze
Stars, and Tec 4 Lanier has the honor of being the only medic with
the DSC. No, they didn't get them for taking machine gun nests, or
pill-hoxes or towns. but the real judges — the riflemen — will tell
vou, thev were hard earned, by bravery under fire, risking their
own lives to take care of their wounded buddies.

We aiso had our share of the wounded, the missing and the boys
that won't be bads; those who paid the supreme price In trying to
ease the suffering of others. ]

Electra, you can be proud of your Medical Do‘!ajuc-llmcnl., und)'_].’vxas,
you can be proud of vour boys, Col Pate, Al Perez, John Pierson,
Jack Beard, Joe Chainey. Aldrice Smith and all those other gallant
Texans, and yes, you can also be proud of all the other boys from
the other 47 states, who put on the “T-Patch”, the Red Cross and
carried on with the same bravery, reflecting glory upon the Unifed
States Army and the 36th Infantry Division. »

The final Chapter of the work doune by these men is not finished,
it is still going on, as the wounded theyv cared for are returning to
their homes and families. by Capt Russell S. Kidder, M C

The Medic’s and Litter-Bearers did an excellent job

Anti-Tank Company in
The Battle for Oberhoffen

Little was ever said of Anti-Tank Co of the (42d Infantry for the
battle of Oberhoffen, but we were there, Anti-Tank was sent in to
lielp hold the town after it was taken. After we moved in things
began to happen. We were set up in the edge of the town facing the
woods, where the Germans were dug in. and were shelled day and
night. We had such a large area to cover and were so short of men
we had little chance for rest,

One morning we saw a few Germans coming in across an open field
te the lower end of town as if they were giving np. Then a large
group started across. We opened up with our machineguns and got a
iot of them. Then the same afternoon a bunch of about 80 starfed
from the fown to the woods. We opened up again, calling in mortar,
and gave them hell. Just a few got away. Alter dark we eould hear
them sereaming and moaning outl there near the woods. and heard
whal sounded to us like pistol shots. What was £0Ing on we do nol
know, but after the shois no more scrcaming was heard. We believe
the shots were fired by the Germans themselves. .

i W_r.' Jwere sent into Oberhoffen to relieve F-‘!(-‘JI'II‘I.Li‘-i ol ‘1}1_? First
sattalion on the 4th of Febpyary to the 11th. The weather was bad

and guard al night was tough but our mines. booby traps and flares
:‘:I'.[’I’Jt;"jl”{’i“ﬁ;m‘b"i_i L‘t men endangered 1!_n-mlf:¥rlvv;rrn}:l}:ijsmlir:‘l:rfl‘:i 1|'({I.~e(iﬁg11;;.."
Y iraps and repairing lines 1o our pos s and the .

Alertness and { Y Snecess ending
' o3 eam 5 Pl S ted tooour success in defending
Oberhoffen. - work contribuic 2
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Humeor . . .

a thirty caliber hole in his field
jacket.

Oberhoffen was rougher than a
cob, but it was a serewy place too.
No one ever knew whether the
next house was a platoon CP or
a freshly acquired Jerry outpost.
Krauts were springing out of the
ground.

One day Cpl Ivan C. W. Gough
of “H"™ Co had his machine gun
sticking out of a basement window
to command the length of street.
Suddenly a kraut hove into view
and ambled up Gough’s direction.
Thinks Gough—"If he weren't a
prisoner I'd sure cut him a new
one”. Behind the first kraut ap-
pearcd a second—and then a third.
"Good haul”, thinks Gough, await-
ing the appearance of the GI
captor. But there wasn't any GIL
As a matter of fact, kraut ‘T’\To 5
had a reel of wire on his back and
was laying a line, He strung his
wire across Gough's flashhider—so
help us!—as the Corp. succumbed
completely to buck fever. Someone
got them with a tommygun.

We always had Jerry just where
he wanted us.

IF Co had a pet goat. They
dressed him in a swallow tail coat
to add dignity to his appearance
and gave him a pail of wine to
add dignity to his bearing. After
the wine he stood in one spot for
two days with his eyes closed. The
mortar section claims they used
oue of his horns for a base stake.

F~"Co had another goat with
them in the Siegfried Line. I' Co
scemed to attract goats. This goat
got a hig kick from the way the
hoys erawled up mountains on their
stomachs and hid behind bushes
while he frisked around from man
to man giving away positions which
rather irked some of the fellows.
!3ut he also wandered around out
in front where he became a sort
of minesweeper. He was made an
acting Pfe and given a feed of C-
rations.  Shortly thereafter  he
deserted.

And there was the time ist Sgt
Norwick of G Co. tossed a grenade
into a German slit-trench and Pfe
Huckaby dived after the explosion
in true assauli fashion. Instantly
there resulted a horrible burst of
profanity. Seems as though they
had attacked a Jervy latrine!

Special Service
Did Their Share

During peace as well as war the
Regimental Special Service office
continues to provide entertainment
for the men of the 142d.

Trom a bivouac area barn under
shell fire and Jerry strafing, to the
humdrum present of sweating out

the boat ride home, the SSO has
been keeping the men busy and
amused.

Since V-E Day, Special Service
has booked USQO and variety
shows, sponsored movies in the

various towns in the Regimental
area, established liberaries in Kirch-
heim and Niirtingen and arranged
league athlethic competition.

Special Service secured liquor
for the various elubs and arranged
for the purchase of souvenirs and
gifts.

Regtl Sports
Record Good

Two 142d teams are Champions
of the 36th. The “T'll Face You”

Swimming and Shooting teams
took top honors in Divisional
competition during the summer.

Not so fortunate were the Regi-
mental boxing and baseball squads
which had their troubles but
finished with good records.

In intra-Regimental competition
Easy Company took the 142d soft-
ball erown and Brownwood won
the volleyball championship.

Area . ..

used to transport the 142nd Regi-
ment from Kirchheim to both stag-
ing area and POE.

Disbanding of the Division at
the New York port and the imme-
diate transfer of its personnel to
separation centers is expected,
according to reliable authorities.

Induction of new high point men
into the Regiment has been com-
pleted at the Regimental Head-
quarters Co. indunction center. The
newcomers were processed com-

pletely to permit shipment to the
States.

Down the Line . ..

go home with us. It is too late to

“snafu”™ now. So you can bet that

Fasy Company will be on their toes from now on out. (As if they

ever wern't!)

We have a guy who keeps walking arcund mumbling to himself
something abont “I want spring weather and | won't take snow Tor

an answer’.

Report From King

With the Company so short of wen, there's nothing much 1o write
about. OF course, we're all looking forward to going home. Those still
around who are due o leave, wish they'd partee in a hurry. Too many

details 1o pull—especially guard.

[t's hard to see all the fellows leave. Probably lifelong friendships
have developed in the {ime we've all been together. It would have

Leen swell if all

could have gone

home together. Reunions will

probably be the thing when everybody gets home again.

Last Friday nite, a gala party was thrown for Capt. Beninger and
the men who were leaving the following dav. In the short time the
Captain was with ns he made a lasting impression. He was A—1 with
us. Good luck to him and the other boys,

Texans Win Over 3rd Division,
27-7; First Win of Season

In spite of the wet ground and
the constant rain on  Saturday,
6 October, the 56th Eleven out-
plaved, outran and outpassed the
srd “Marne”™ Division to the tune
of 27—7. The game was plaved on
the Texans field in Ulm and was
sponsored by the 142d Regiment.

This was the first win for the
T-Patch gridders who lost a tight
game to the 82nd Airborne 18—19
at Olvmpic Stadium, Berlin the
previous Saturday. The Texans
scored in every period. Taking the
lead in the first quarter they held
it for the entire game.

The first score came after two
beautiful punts. by Isberg to the
5rd one yard line and with Roth
booting back to the 36th twenty-
one. Three plays later Dunn scored
and converted.

In the second quarter it was all
Gonda. Hoover, and Isberg on a
substained drive from the midfield
stripe with Gonda going off tadkle
for the score. The extra point was
made by a forward, Isberg to
Hoover.

The Isberg-Hoover combination
featured again in the third quarter
when Isberg tossed a forty yard
pass to Hoover who caught the ball
on the ten and crossed over for the
third touchdown.

The 3rd Division made their first
and only score in the early part
of the fourth period. Colvin caught
a long pass from Bidstrup and
scored. Grove converted.

Again an Isberg pass to Hoover

accounted for the fourth and final
tallv. The pass was completed from
the nineteenth to the coffin corner.

Reinhard of E Companv. 142d
Infantry played a bang-up de-
fensive game at end for the T-

Patchers. as did tackles Rosen and
Zember.

The game statistics indicated the
complete superiority of the 36th
egridders. They rang up seventeen
first downs against the Marnemen's
two. Completed twelve out of
seventeen passes and made a total
ground gain of 305 vards, whereas
the Third gained a scant 109.

The Red Cross supplied coffee,
donuts and coca-cola which were
served to the spectators by our
own canteen girls. Tommy and Tex.

Certificates . . .

military personnel should inquire
as soon as possible upon return
to their own State.

Possession and transporting to
the States of all radios except
American made sets, radar equip-
ment and anv inflamable article
or materials is forbidden.

All Regimental personnel are
further warned that the 80th

Article of War is still being en-
forced. It forbids the sale or
bartering of all property acquired
from the enemy. All violators are
subject to courts-martial.

Occupation?

by Simone I
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No soldiers Allowed\
the war over, you know)/
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Ave atque Dale

Hail comrades, and farewell. We [leave you now to
your rest. Dour bSeeds of valor, pour days of bitter
struggle, your bours of pain, and the blood and sweat

you poured forth on this land, all of these we shaved -

with you. 3t was not given in destinyg’s plan that you
should see us reach our goal. But we who have arrived
nomw testify that mwe Bbave ‘won because of you. QOur
lives, our triumpbhs, our great honors, our countrymen’s
tribute lay before us. We will not forget tbe“ men e
feave in these bBallowed resting places, nor shall the
world ever forget., We promise pou. 60;5rano, flettuno,
Draguignan, Vesoul, Cpinal, and the others rest now
gently on your remains. Strangers who pass this way
we invite you to pause here a moment and join us as
Hail gd[[ant men, and
farewell. 2ve atque Vale.

mwe salute our comrades brave.
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